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What Genealogical Information Is
In the Record?

-
!f-.,l Yo

An yeu (1) v atars! boen f‘-t.. 3 . -l.ug a.)-q {3) a“. [4) ar have 3o ‘ldl"‘ .o L-Jh_ 4;._@ ﬁ‘qm"[‘mnm REPORT

' Tatarsion Copucily whih) Y . 1/{,«‘. m & ..w’\ ressensesammsene . I:i;'r.‘iiﬁlr}l"..t.
‘?E:,, i&'{? _______ J"‘ A/,ﬂémw

2 ]
"."-ﬂh.- .'\-' L LLl

s G e 4 (Stste)
- / Ll
3 Date of birth —___..__. gp# 4
i (Yehr)  * i
Are you (1) anatural-born cifizen, (2} a naturalized citizes, (3) an afien, (4] or have youw declared you: et e o1 & o - = aaiias
iatentian (specify which)? .._Q.MM- 3 ! ) .:~ d “
5 | Where were ’m [« TR 4 1 P — .r&. LIPS [TeA g? .........
you [ .. 174V SR 4 4 U VIVIV - D V.7, O /. A 3 i Pay I LY
(‘l‘“:}_) ] A\S“Ol\ - - e ————— — -

kn yeo (1) # vaters! boen cl'-no " . nlc-.(-‘ o)-q l! - J‘. [4) ar have pm ‘.d'l‘ a3

6 I If net a citizen, of what counlry are you a cilizen or -uh;ecl Iris .‘
.
71anlisynurpresent Fe\ I-!"C.-f-.-!y '\‘I‘-"_ ]M- m - UUA - cme e mee ..

trade, occupation, or office? - “-

'QAA oy __ir'%l)‘ 5 :v: \c:nn“ 4 '&owt:n:u- o g— .,¢ ....... ? s*;-...:...
R wmmr.ﬁme ¢ —— ek "‘”ii : -’4 2 A =
folap e Loty "ﬁltlli.l ...............

Have ysu a father, moll her \n(g. child under 12, or'a sister or brother I.Lmlc.r l“ ey dnpenn‘unl on yon for
Heple o T

~

8 By whem employed? —______

U
___suppoct (speciiy which)? ... _‘ } > "v

19 Married or single ( (which)? - .g I\‘MM-“?: Race (specify which)? _._&N. .

L;II"‘ J -1

-1 -\,J:\.'ul rr;l;.rr!. ir.-}-

A

';_,A.JJ_A

1 l What military service ha_ve you had? Rank «._.‘..m ........ 2 Dippmely S Loi St D S e

FEAYS Lctn e i S Nation or § - e "_'-_d e -
- ’ A
12 Do you claim exemption ‘ AVt yegr weamd \ - 1
| from draft (specify y grounds)? —_______] ll‘b‘\ “(“V’ﬂ or abxe’ h I R g a—

g Or vhews crghued ! .. km‘l ‘\L\'\JM .........
Wi senplared? . . tw\,}m}- 2

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 5



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp 2023

Information Primary, Secondary,
Unknown?
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Original, Derivative or Authored?
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When Was This Record Created?
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Who Provided the Information?
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Genealogical Information?
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Information Primary, Secondary,
Unknown?
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Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp 2023

Let's look at
Document D —

Published Genealogy
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Original, Derivative or Authored?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
3120 Mary ﬂN;['
126 HN, b, Mar, g, 1785,
GE NEALO GY guc uxll.u.m. b. Agril?s,sl',lh.
of the 313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna'™, Eliphalet", Elipha-

let’, John"), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died

Whittlesey _Whittelsey July 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.

Their children were :
313a¢ DoLLy.

Family 3136 CLARISSA.

313¢ STEPHEN.
MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs. Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, hcréDoIly's) mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse-
back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell
Genealogy.]

314. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet", Eli-
phalet®, John'), b. July 23, 1769; m. Amaryllis Johnson (a sister
of his brother Roger's wife), b. Feb. 20, 1765, in Salisbury,
Conn, They resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswell d.
Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826.

SEconDp EprtioN 1941 Their children were ;
i Mary Axn, b. Jan. 6, 1792; m, Sept, 12, 1816, John Milton Holley.
ii Amarvris, b, Sept, 24, 1993; m. Mar. 23, 1818, Chauncey Perry.

iii Rurn, b. Aug. 24, 1795; m. Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hatch.
iv SarAH Jomnson, b, Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle-

By Charles Barney Whittelsey

No. 1943

sey, No. 633.
v WitLtam Jonnson, b. Nov. 4, 1799; m. June 12, 1839, Alma Canfield
Sterling.
New York  WHITTLESEY HOUSE  London vi Tueoporg SEpcwick, b, April 27, 180or; m. Oct. 19, 1826, Mary Morcia
MCGRAWSIILL BOOK COMPAN Y, INC. Maria Gregor}'-

vii Ewiza, b, May 1, 1803; m. Jan, 12, 1829, William H. Downes.
wiii ;\ULIA Maria, b. Feb. 16, 1805; m. 1824, Romanta Seymour.
ix Faxny Apicalr, b, Feb, 16, 1809; m, Oct. 8, 1828, Dr, Mark Pratt.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14
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When Was the Record Created?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
3120 Mary Axn.
GENEALOGY 31ar Wittiam, b Ageil 5. 707
of the 313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna'™, Eliphalet", Elipha-

let’, John"), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died

Whittlesey _Whittelsey July 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.

Their children were :
313z DoLLy.

Family 3136 CLARISSA.

313¢ STEFHEN.
MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs. Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, hcréDolly's} mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse-
back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell
Genealogy.]

g4. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Eli-

Publication Date of Source NOT the same as s John'), b. July 23, 1769; m. Amaryllis Johnson (a sister
R brother Roger's wife), b. Feb. 20, 1765, in Salisbury,
when the individual record was created They resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswell d.
28, 1823 ; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826.

SEconDp EprtioN 1941 Their childre‘n Wwere :

By Charles Barney Whittelsey

No. 1943

[ary Axn, b. Jan. 6, 1792; m. Sept, 12, 1816, Jehn Milton Holley.

MARYLIS, b, Sept. 24, 1993; m. Mar, 23, 1818, Chauncey Perry.

uti, b. Aug. 24, 1795; m. Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hatch,

ARAH ]OENSUN. b. Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle-
sey, No. 633.

o LA : AT iams o K« I:.J.SIAM]JO!I.&'SUN. b. Nov. 4, 1799; m. June 12, 1839, Alma Canfield

terling.

HEODORE SEDGWICK, b, April 27, 1801; m. Oct. 19, 1826, Mary Morcia
Maria Gregory.

L1za, b, May 1, 1803; m. Jan. 12, 1829, William H. Downes.

vria Maria, b. Feb. 16, 1805; m. 1824, Romanta Seymour,

ANNY ABIGaIL, b, Feb, 16, 1809; m, Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Mark Pratt.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15
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Who Provided the Information?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
312a Mary ANN.
GENEALO GY 31:2 oHN, b, Mar. g, 1785,
o 2 312¢ WiLLiam, b. April 5, 1787,
0, e 1]
313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna'™, Eliphalet", Elipha-
. S let’, John"), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died
11ttlesey -Whlttelsey 1 July 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.
c Sey Their children were :
DoLuy.
Family 33 Cuantmi.
313¢ STEFHEN.
MEMORANDA,
In 1800 Mrs. Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, hcréDolly's} mother,
! ) o and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse-
Y Zjajzcy Whittelsey , back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell

Genealogy.]

g4. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Eli-

i i *, John'), b. July 23, 1769; m. Amaryllis Johnson (a sister
Author is not the same a person who prowded brother Roger's wife), b. Feb. 20, 1765, in Salisbury,

information about William Cogswe” — Don’t They resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswell d.
] . . 28, 1823 ; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826.
know who provided the information.

eir children were:

Mary Axn, b. Jan. 6, 1792; m. Sept, 12, 1816, John Milton Holley.

ii Amarvris, b, Sept, 24, 1993; m. Mar. 23, 1818, Chauncey Perry.

iii Rurn, b. Aug. 24, 1795; m. Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hatch.

iv SarAH Jomnson, b, Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle-

8 a - sey, No. 633.
. li\ (. /c(ll/() B(I’ ncecy l ) /H,ffl.f(j" v WI:.LSIM!]‘IO!IHSUN. b. Nov. 4, 1799; m. June 12, 1839, Alma Canfield
’ - terling.
GRAW N\ T vi THEODORE SEDGWICK, b, April 27, 1801; m. Oct. 19, 1826, Mary Morcia

Maria Gregory.
vii Eviza, b, May 1, 1803; m. Jan, 12, 1829, William H. Downes.
wiii XLULIA Maria, b. Feb. 16, 1805; m. 1824, Romanta Seymour.
ix Fasny Apsair, b, Feb, 16, 1809: m, Oct. 8, 1828, Dr, Mark Pratt.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16
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Genealogical Information?

VILLILTEANM CULOWILI $1as Toum, b Bar, o, 1785,
' 312¢ Liam, b. April 5, 1787,
n ), b. july 23, l7®; m 313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet", Elipha-
. * | let’, John"), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died

July 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.
Their children were :
313a DoLLy,

3134 CLARISSA.
313¢ STEPHEN.

MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs, Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, hcréDoIly's) mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse-
back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell
Genealogy.]

Anna™, Eliphalet", Eli-
ryllis Johnson (a sister
0, 1765, in Salisbury,
nn. Col. Cogswell d.

Conn. lhey resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswell d.

Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826.

Seconp Epr - i A ’ - T
TION 1041 Their children were : .
i Mapv Aww b Tan A vons: m Sant ¥ Chlldren and dates
i Maxy ANN, b. Jan. 6, 1792; m. Sept. 13, 1816, John Milton Holley. Tatch,
il AsaryLis, b, Sept. 24, 1793; m. Mar, 23, 1818, Chauncey Perry. Luman Whittle-
iii Ruri, b. Aug. 24, 1795; m, Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hatch, ' Alma Caofield
Neow Vork iv Saxa Jounsox, b. Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle- ,
McGRA ’ey' NO 633 26, Mary Morcia
v Wirtiax Jounsox, b. Nov. 4, 1799; m, June 12, 1839, Alma Canfield E;g:ur;ﬁ-
Sterli Dg. Mark Pratt.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17
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Information Primary, Secondary,

Unknown?
128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.

r MaRY ANX.
Y l la l 4. A A"l LU\, b \V I'o l ;::g 1::? b.N;[ar. 9, 178s.
312¢ Liam, b. April 5, 1787,

313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna'™, Eliphalet", Elipha-
let’, John"), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died
July 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.

Their children were :

3132 DoLLy,

3134 CLARISSA.
313¢ STEPHEN.

MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs, Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, hcréDoIly's) mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse-
back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell
Genenlogy.]

Anna™, Eliphalet", Eli-
ryllis Johnson (a sister
0, 1765, in Salisbury,
nn. Col. Cogswell d.

Conn. They resided at New Preston, ‘Conn. Col. Cogswell d.

Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826. B

SEconDp EprtioN 1941 ThEll' chlldre‘n WEre ; -
: 3 Afsew Aww b Tan 6 yone: m Soant » Chlldren and dates
i Mary AxN, b. Jan. 6, 1792; m, S:rt 12, 1816, John Milton Holley. Tatch.

i AMARYLIS, b, Sept. 24, 1793; m 23, 1818, Chauncey Perry. Luman Whittle-
iii Rury, b. Aug. 34. 179¢; m, Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hatch _ Alma Canfield
veo Vord  §W  SARAH JOHNSON, b, Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle- ,
McaGRraA No 6 11, 26, Mary Morcia
v \Vm.uu Jouxsox, b. Nov. 4, 1799; m. June 12, 1839, Alma Canfield owmas
Sterling. Mark Pratt.
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Let's look at
Document E -

Immigration
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Original, Derivative or Authore

‘WOOD & NIREUER, Notaries Public ang gustom House Brokoers, 25 Pine Street, adjoining the Oustom zzouss, N- ¥-

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK—PORT OF NEW YORK.

Mwucwum‘mums—g*—'.&mm,x Y.
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When Was the Record Created?

‘WOOD & NIREUER, Notaries Public ang gustom House Brokoers, 25 Pine Street, adjoining the Oustom zzouss, N- ¥-

&uwxcwnm‘mume—g.ﬁﬁqumh,s Y.

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK—PORT OF NEW YORK.

| A%""?“ Cor s . do solemnly, sincerely and truly 44#,& that the following List arv Manifest of P, i d with

my name, and n delivered by me to the Coll% the C, for the District of New York, contains, to the best of my knowledge and behef a just and aceount
 of all the Passengers received on board the »644 e P TN whereof I am Master, from . S
e > P me
is B — eCo 22 :
Sworn to.this 51— ¢ a5 - %ﬂu 7 alf ]
Before me K / .,5/
Fist ov ﬂn&tm OF ALL PA! taken on board the é( / ‘ 7R SR whereof
{"/L;l ) _is Master, fmm b«/l//”(/ burthen vy; s et tons.
- T v
yaues e | T OCCUPATION. TSt} i P oy el 530 omiey . whok chey Jnbind 56 Died on the Voyage— !
BLlirs /4, Sl a jo i Z 2 R .£~z/ ai? 2 E:

Sworn B 19/ = e lea
Bd'm‘r

Alst or lluum OF ALL PASS
/( / is Master, from

=5 =2 ->
. “z *
\?(S taken on board the 4 /« ///4“_,
A 'ﬂ/‘ ‘/’ < "(« e —— burthen °
%ﬂ//}omc )“ 25 ” '

,'; /éé%u”/ Nepgoa 257 .-
£ ke ﬂzi% ;

A A B, . 22 ,/én&ﬁnu&, / ,,(mzﬁ
p »é%@ I~ 2/ “ é’fé
%07, ol s z/‘/ SeBS TN B
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Who Provided the information?

‘WOOD & NIREUER, Notaries Public ang gustom House Brokoers, 25 Pine Street, adjoining the Oustom zzouss, N- ¥-

Sold by MoSpedon & Belker, Statiouers, 25 Pine Strset, adjoining the Custom House, N. Y

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK—PORT OF NEW YORK. :

""{? . do solemnly, sincerely and truly IA#’g that the following List or Manifest of P; 5 3 d with
my name, and no¥ delivered by me to the Coll% the C for the District of New York, contains, to the best of my knowledge and bellef a just and aceount
_ of all the Passengers received on board the i Ae & e o whereof I am Master, from S

Sa lp me .
Befo Y gt e 12( ,ZZM-—
fore me 4 ¢
sist ov SWanitest OF ALL PA( taken on board the »%( /{ Sl T e :
53 whereof .

.K('/‘:‘ ) is Master, from e oo burthen VY ?/7’ o

A Z el T The oountry to which they soverall B
SEX. OCCUPATION. count erally The country in which they intend to E
N miﬁ/ e . ‘belong. ‘become inhabitants. Died on the Voyage—

Stworn to.this B/ et
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Genealogical Information?

'WOOD & NIEBUER, Notaries Public ang gustom House Brokors, 25 Pine Street, adjoining the Oustom zzoue, N. ¥-

Sold by MeSpedon & Bulker, Stationers, 25 Pine Stsset, adjoining the Custom House, N. Y

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK—PORT OF NEW YORK.

l, 1/“‘7"‘@ . do solemnly, sincerely and truly IAL“./\ that the fc g List or Manifest of P, bscribed with

my name, and n¢ delivered by me to the Coll% the C, for the Dmf.nct of New York, contains, to the best of my knowledge and beh‘ef a Just and account
Leo

! ook b sespeiicie aue i Ao £ G G At whereof I am Master, from -—
8o help me 3
/ 92 Zergat .(/ 71 v oL

Z % : 2

A e
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A 7 T > e Pk == >
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Information Primary, Secondary,
Unknown?

'WOOD & NIEBUER, Notaries Public ang gustom House Brokors, 25 Pine Street, adjoining the Oustom zzoue, N. ¥-

Sold by MeSpedon & Bulker, Stationers, 25 Pine Stsset, adjoining the Custom House, N. Y

/ DISTRICT OF NEW YORK—PORT OF NEW YORK. x
L “_71»/(:«_/ . do solemnly, sincerely and truly 3 ’AL“-’\ that the fc g List or Manifest of P becribaa sty
my name, and nof¥ delivered by me to the COU% the C for the Dmf.nct of New York, contains, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a Just and account
 of all the Passengers received on board the Al £ 0 Lo whereof Iam Master, from . Ze. e
‘ So help me *
) ’7 / vl Jerstom
Ss/EN ERS taken on board the 4 /41&/9 3 BRI =2
- whereof
sl t oy o

Before me

g’ﬁs -uke-n on board the .%( 3 .(//

Alst or Jlnum OF ALL PASS
/:1 h\luu:r,trom ,5/:-/4 L . barthen
O TR T = 77 ez /"'7 - o ; ¥
/01 ;e," }1 7 po L Heme ‘ -

M&L ﬂ% Ho .
%&// 7/ 267 in

: //éém/ /lc/f» BA T ]
Ll B :

72 ate gho st — 7= e
T Je | p
’é 7> /m,p%g_ 27
/ A/«.&,'z/m//é/ﬁ«my T
Spthur Afa/&, oy e
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t/;:bda. }“ 2 55 22 '
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QUESTIONS?
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Session Overview

Analyzing the Information

Evaluating the Evidence

Summing Up

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Information

Evidence

[ Direct ][ Indirect ][ Negative ]

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Definitions: Evidence

* Direct Evidence
— Straightforward statement of fact
— Directly answers the genealogical question

— Caveat: may answer the question, but may not be accurate, e.g.
mother’s maiden name on a death record

* Indirect Evidence
— Potentially relevant information
— Does not answer the question directly
— Need to assemble pieces of the puzzle to answer the question

* Negative: Absence of information

— No children on 1820 census, but four children on 1830 census -
Provides evidence that children had to have been born after 1820

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Information Versus Evidence

Process

hoalogusts & Edraboth Shown Mis

Resolve
Conflicts

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Not All Information Is Evidence

* Identify the genealogical information in the
record and ask:

— Does this answer my question directly?

— Can this be used with other evidence to answer my
question (indirect evidence)?

* Most records contain multiple pieces of
information; only some will be evidence for your
question

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Maud Bell Plowman’s Death

Certificate
Information Evidence

Date and place of death

Who are Maud’s parents?
Cause of death \ When did Maud die?

Date and place of birth \ Whom did Maud marry?
Names of parents When was Maud born?

Name of Spouse

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Types of Evidence

* Always applies to a specific fact, e.g.
— Who is the father of Nehemiah Smith?
— What is the date of birth of Anna?

* Direct: Answers the question by itself, e.g.

— Record specifies the parent’s names
— Record includes date of birth

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Types of Evidence (cont.)

* Indirect: Relevant, but does not stand alone, e.g.

— Owns a plot of land that was documented as being
owned by father, in a time period where land was
typically passed father to son

* Negative: Absence of information

— No children on 1820 census, but four children on
1830 census — Provides evidence that children had
to have been born after 1820
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Evidence Questions

* Does a single piece of evidence answer my
question? (Direct)

* Do multiple pieces of evidence when combined
answer my question (Indirect)

* What evidence should have been present if the
hypothesis was correct?
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Resolving Conflicting Evidence

* State the conflict
* Give possible explanations why the conflict exists

* Solve the conflict through source and information
analysis and correlation of different pieces of
evidence
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When Was George W Northup

Born?
Soure _________|Information |Evidence

Wickford Standard (Wickford, Rhode  George W. Northup Birth year

Island), 13 January 1899, page 3, died 7 January about 1809

column 6. 1899 in his 90th (Indirect)
year.

Find a Grave, ElIm Grove Cemetery Gravestone give Direct for year

(North Kingston, Rhode Island), birth year as 1809

memorial for George Washington
Northup, memorial number
61202610, created 6 November 2010

by Billy.
U.S. Army, Register of Enlistments, Age as 21in 1830  Birth year
1798-1914, about 1809

(Indirect)
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Correlate and Resolve Conflicts

* One piece of evidence directly gives the birth year
of 1809

* Two pieces of indirect evidence agree that birth
year was 1809. This year is consistent with the
direct evidence

* Conclusion? Birth year was 18009.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

37



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp 2023

When Did Elizabeth Northup Die?
Source ____|information _________|Evidence

Ancestry Trees Died 1855; died 1820 Death in either 1820 or
1855
Will of Samuel Northup, 20 “My wife Elizabeth” given She is alive in 1840
June 1840 bedding and other personal
items
U.S. 1840 Census She is living in North Kingston ~ She is alive in 1840
U.S. 1850 Census She is not enumerated If she were alive, she would

have been enumerated.
Negative evidence for
death before 1850

Graveyards of North Cemeteries in North Kingston Will not find a gravestone
Kingstown, Rhode Island were family owned. Most plots record for her death.
(North Kingstown, Rl : A.H.  contain unmarked fieldstones

McAleer, 1992). as the community was heavily

Baptist and Quaker
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Correlate and Resolve Conflicts

* Two conflicting dates from Ancestry trees. Both
trees lack any attached documented. These dates

will be discarded.

* She was alive in 1840 per her husband’s will and
the 1840 census.

* She is missing from the 1850 census. This is
negative evidence

 Conclusion? Died between 1840 and 1850.
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Analyzing the Information

Evaluating the Evidence

Summing Up
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Putting |

t All Together

* (Clearly state the question you are trying to answer

* Assemble your evid

ence (related to question)

* Plan for writing (Cl
1. Building blocks

hoose one)

— lead with strongest piece of

evidence; support with additional pieces
2. Syllogism (If A=B and B=C then A=C)

Multiple hypotheses (useful for same name

situations)
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When Was George W Northup

Born?
w Type of Evidence Quality of Source and Information

Obituary state age of Indirect for year Original source, notice created soon after
“in 90t year” death, informant unknown

Gravestone give birth Direct for year
year as 1809

THEIR SONM
1847  GEQRGE T. y938

Original tombstone, modified in 1930’s,
unknown date of creation and informant

Army enlistment gives  Indirect for year Original source, informant known (George
age as 21in 1830 W.), creator known (army clerk), date of
creation not known
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Presenting the Evidence

* Overview and research question

* Jtem 1 - analysis and correlation

* Item 2 - analysis and correlation
* Jtem 3 - analysis and correlation
* Conflict resolution (if you haven't yet woven it in)

* Final statement
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Written Summary - Samuel

Overview
with
Question

ltem 1

Northup Death

Neither a vital record nor a gravestone with a date of death has
been located for Samuel Northup. Nonetheless, his death date is
known thanks to the Smith family and a book by Marston Watson,
corroborated by a probate filing and the existence of a family
cemetery plot.

Samuel Northup died 13 November 1841 according to a Smith
family compilation of old almanacs. The compilation was
undertaken after a fire destroyed most of North Kingston’s vital
records in 1870. Marston Watson also gives a 13 November 1841
death date in his book Royal Families - Americans of Royal and
Noble Ancestry. The informant for both these works is unknown
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Written Summary (cont.)

ltem 2 A death date of 13 November 1841 is supported by the proving of
his will on 10 January 1842 when he names his wife Elizabeth, six
sons and one daughter who all were still living. Since courts usually
met quarterly, the first opportunity to file probate for a November
death would be the January 1842 court.

ltem 3 Early cemeteries in North Kingstown are family plots. It wasn’t
until 1851 that a town cemetery was opened. The McAleer book,
Graveyards of North Kingstown, Rhode Island notes that since
many settlers of the area were Baptist or Quaker and thus
prohibited from making “graven images,” many of the family
graveyards lack names and dates on a sizeable number of stones.
The book notes that the graveyard where Samuel’s father Zebulon
is buried has between 14 and 20 unmarked fieldstone graves.
Zebulon died in October of 1841. His grave has a marker. Samuel’s
grave is probably one of the 14 to 20 unmarked fieldstone graves
mentioned in the McAleer book.
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Written Summary (cont.)

Conclusion  Although a gravestone with a date has not been located for
Samuel Northup, his death date is known thanks to the Smith
family and Watson’s book. It is highly likely that Samuel and his
wife Elizabeth are buried in the same graveyard as Zebulon, but
with a simple, undated, fieldstone marker. The evidence
consistently points to a death date for Samuel Northup of 13
November 1841.
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Genealogical Proof Standard

v’ Reasonably exhaustive research

v Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

v’ Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

v’ Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

v A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html
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Summary

* Evaluate each piece of information in a record:
— How soon after the event was is captured?
— Who was the informant?
— Is the information first or second hand?

 Not all information is evidence
— Evidence is specific to your question

* Is the evidence direct, indirect or negative?

* To write up your proof - state your question and
introduce the evidence a piece at a time, evaluating
the quality of the source and information for each
piece.
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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