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Session 3: November 22, 2022 
Baroque (1685—1725)

Curt DiCamillo
Curator of Special Collections

PROGRAM

• Presentation (60 mins.)
• What is Baroque
• Overview houses
• Study houses

• Q&A (30 mins.)
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The exuberant Baroque style originated in 
Italy and influenced all of Europe. Protestant 

refugees from the continent, particularly 
French Huguenots, had a huge influence on 

the arts in England.

The key to the Baroque is drama. A love of the 
ornate infuses everything, from chubby putti 
to garlands of flowers and monograms and 

heraldic crests. 

Baroque interiors were noted for their 
overwhelming luxury. Walls were covered 

with tapestries, damask, or embossed leather. 
Furniture was gilded, richly upholstered, and 
covered with colored wood veneers and rich 

marquetry.

Petworth House, Sussex, 1688—96
Dyrham Park, Gloucestershire, 1691—1710

Castle Howard, Yorkshire, 1699—1726
Cottesbrooke Hall, Northamptonshire, 1702—13

Cound Hall, Shropshire, 1703—04
Wotton House, Buckinghamshire, 1704—14

Bramham Park, Yorkshire, 1705—10
Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire, 1705—22
Biddesden House, Wiltshire, 1710—12
Wentworth Castle, Yorkshire, 1710—64

Chettle House, Dorset, 1710—35
Kings Weston House, Somerset, 1710—25

Duncombe Park, Yorkshire, 1713
Shotover Park, Oxfordshire, 1715—20

Chicheley Hall, Buckinghamshire, 1719—21
Seaton Delaval Hall, Northumberland, 1720—28

Mawley Hall, Shropshire, 1728—33

Petworth House
Sussex

1688—96

Versailles
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Petworth House
The Grinling Gibbons Room

Petworth House
The Grand Staircase

Dyrham Park
Gloucestershire

1691—1710
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The Mauritshuis
The Hague
1636—41

Castle Howard
Yorkshire

1699—1726

John Vanbrugh
1664-1726

Castle Howard
The Great Hall

One of the first uses 
of scagliola in England
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Castle Howard
The Temple of the Four Winds

1723—24

Castle Howard
Interior of the 
Temple of the 
Four Winds

Cottesbrooke Hall
Northamptonshire

1702—13
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Cound Hall
Shropshire
1703—04

Cound Hall
Detail of Entryway

Cound Hall
The 

Great 
Staircase
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Wotton House
Buckinghamshire

1704—14

Buckingham House
London

1702—06

Buckingham Palace
London
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Bramham Park
Yorkshire
1705—10

Bramham Park
The 

Entrance Hall

Bramham Park
The Chapel
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Blenheim Palace
Oxfordshire

1705—22

John Vanbrugh

Blenheim Palace
The Great Hall

Biddesden House
Wiltshire
1710—12
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Wentworth Castle
Yorkshire
1710—64

Wentworth Castle
The Long Gallery

in the 19th century

Wentworth Castle
The Long Gallery

today

Chettle House
Dorset

1710—35
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Kings Weston House
Somerset
1710—25

John 
Vanbrugh

Duncombe Park
Yorkshire

1713

Shotover Park, The Doric Entrance Hall
Oxfordshire

1715—20
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Chicheley Hall
Buckinghamshire

1719—21

Chicheley Doorcase Doorcase from the Chapel of 
the Holy Cross, the Vatican
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Chicheley Hall
The Entrance Hall

Seaton Delaval Hall
Northumberland

1720—28

Stable
Block

Central
Block Kitchen

Block

John Vanbrugh

Seaton Delaval Hall
The Central Block
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Seaton Delaval Hall
The Great Hall

Seaton Delaval Hall
The Mausoleum

in the 1870s

Built by Lord Delaval for his only son, John, who died in 1775 
aged 19, “as a result of having been kicked in a vital organ by 

a laundry maid to whom he was paying his addresses.”

Seaton Delaval Hall
The Mausoleum

Today

It was supposedly never consecrated because 
Lord Delaval fought with the Bishop of Durham 
over the fee for the mausoleum’s consecration.
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Mawley Hall
Shropshire
1728—33

Mawley Hall
The Entrance Hall

Mawley Hall
The Staircase Hall
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Mawley Hall
The Staircase

Mawley Hall
Wicked Fun Group in the Entrance Hall
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Uppark, Sussex, 1685—90

Chatsworth House, Derbyshire, 1687—96

Grimsthorpe Castle, Lincolnshire, 1722—30

Uppark
Sussex

1685—90

Uppark
The Little Drawing Room
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Uppark
The Little Parlour

Uppark
The Dining Room

Uppark
The Saloon
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Uppark
The Saloon

Uppark
The House Burns

August 30, 1989

Uppark
Visitors and Staff Remove Contents
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Uppark
The House Burns Again

Uppark
After the Fire was Finally Extinguished

Uppark
Almost 4,000 trashcans were filled with the residue of the debris excavated 
from the ruins of the house. The debris was then sifted on a conveyor belt, 

which passed the rubble over a sieve. 
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Uppark
The House in Scaffolding

Uppark
On January 25, 1990 a strong storm destroyed the 

newly-completed scaffolding and the temporary roof. 
Two workmen were killed in the collapse. 

Uppark
Restoration of Plaster 

Medallion from the Little 
Parlour Ceiling
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Uppark
The Print Room

Sarah Wells
Uppark Housekeeper

1880—92
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Chatsworth House
Derbyshire
1687—96

~ 297 Rooms

~ 112 Fireplaces

~ 68 Bathrooms

~ 32 Kitchens

~ 17 Staircases

~ One-acre roof

~ 30 Million visitors since 1950

William Talman’s work at Chatsworth resulted in a look never before seen in English architecture.
—John Harris

Needlework of Chatsworth House
Circa 1590—1600

Chatsworth House
Birdseye View

1699
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Chatsworth House
Jeffry Wyattville’s North Wing

1820—40

“...the country house that all other country houses aspire to be like…” 
—Clive Aslet

Chatsworth House

Stables

North 
Wing

Original
House

Chatsworth House
James Paine’s Stables

1758—63
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Chatsworth House
Flora’s Temple

1693—95

Chatsworth House
Joseph Paxton’s

Emperor Fountain
1840s

Shooting 296 feet into the Derbyshire sky, 
the gravity-fed fountain was the highest fountain 
in the world when it was installed and named in 
honor of Tsar Nicholas I of Russia in 1843. The 
fountain also generates electricity for the house. 

Chatsworth House
The Painted Hall

The hall was painted 
between 1692 and 1694 by 
Louis Laguerre with scenes 

from the life of Julius Caesar.
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Chatsworth House
The Library

With over 17,000 volumes, 
it is the largest and most 
important historic house 

library in the world. 

Chatsworth House
The State 

Music Room

Chatsworth House
The Chapel

The chapel has remained 
unchanged since it was built 

between 1688 and 1693.

Laguerre painted the walls 
and ceilings with scenes 
from the life of Christ.

The wood carvings are by 
Grinling Gibbons.

The altar was made from 
Derbyshire alabaster. 

The painting of Doubting 
Thomas over the altar was 

painted by Verrio.
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Chatsworth House
The Dining Room

Chatsworth House
The Sculpture Gallery

The Devonshire Parure
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The Devonshire Parure
The Diadem

A unique 16th century 
cameo group portrait of 

Henry VIII with his 
children.

Cameos with portraits of 
the monarch were worn 
around the neck, or in a 
hat, as a badge of loyalty.

The Devonshire Parure
The Necklace

1st century AD 
cameo of the 

Emperor 
Tiberius

Dom Pedro’s Emerald

At 1,347 carats, this is 
the largest single uncut 
emerald in the world. 

It was brought to Europe 
by Dom Pedro I, 

Emperor of the Brazils. 

In 1831 it was purchased 
from Dom Pedro by the 
6th Duke of Devonshire.
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Maker Unknown
Probably Dutch

The Kniphausen Hawk
1697

This astonishing 
object is made of 

silver and gold and is 
set with garnets, 

amethysts, citrines, 
turquoise, emeralds, 

sapphires, and 
onyx cameos. 

The Chatsworth Tazza

Blue John Window
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Maker Unknown
English

The Chatsworth
Silver Chandelier

Circa 1694

Pierre Platel
Ewer & Basin

1701
Solid gold

Engraved with the arms of the 1st Duke of Devonshire, these are Platel’s 
masterpieces. Platel, like many other gold and silversmiths of the period, was a 
Huguenot who fled France after Louis XIV revoked the Edit of Nantes in 1685.

Florentine Cabinet with 
Pietra Dura Panels

This 17th century 
Italian cabinet is 

made of ebony and 
oak with inlays of 
carnelian, onyx, 

jasper, jade, lapis, 
serpentine, agate, 
and chalcedony.
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John Michael Rysbrack
Bust of Inigo Jones

Circa 1725

Page from Inigo Jones’s Italian Sketchbook
1614

Jones took this book 
with him on his 

1613-14 visit to Italy. 

He filled it with notes 
on the buildings and 
ancient monuments 

he saw, in addition to 
making drawings of 
ordinary people, as 
these pages show. 

Raphael
Woman Reading to a Child

Circa 1511—14
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Maria Cosway
Georgiana as Cynthia

From Spenser’s Faerie Queen
1781

Georgiana, wife of the 5th Duke of 
Devonshire, was one of the 18th

century’s most glamorous women. 
She is depicted here as a character 
from Edmund Spenser’s circa 1590 

epic poem, The Faerie Queen.

Maria Cosway was an 
accomplished painter, composer, 

musician, and society hostess with 
her husband, the painter Richard 
Cosway. She had a brief romantic 

relationship with the widowed 
Thomas Jefferson in 1786 while he 
served in Paris as envoy to France; 
the pair kept up a correspondence 

until his death in 1826. 

John Hoskins
Portrait Miniature of Thomas Hobbes

17th century
Watercolor on vellum

Hobbes was a tutor 
and friend of the 

Cavendish family for 
over 70 years.
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Maker Unknown
Flemish

Henry VIII’s Rosary
Early 16th century
Carved boxwood

Two feet long

Ancient Greece
Giant Foot
Circa 150 BC

Ancient Greece
Giant Foot
Circa 150 BC

Part of a statue that stood 36 feet tall
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Grimsthorpe Castle
Lincolnshire

1722—30

John Vanbrugh

Grimsthorpe Castle
Detail of the Entrance Facade

Grimsthorpe Castle
The Vanbrugh Hall

Arcades with 
full-length 

grisaille figures 
of English kings
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Grimsthorpe Castle
The State Drawing Room

Grimsthorpe Castle
The Dining Room

1720s

Mount Vernon
The Dining Room

1775—85

Grimsthorpe Castle
The Chinese Dining Room

The room is a strange mix of classical, Rococo, Chinese, and Gothic motifs.
The circa 1811 hand-painted Chinese wallpaper depicts birds amid bamboo.
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Grimsthorpe Castle
The Chinese

Dining Room

Grimsthorpe Castle
The Chinese

Dining Room

Grimsthorpe Castle
The Tapestry Room
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Grimsthorpe Castle
The Gothic Bedroom

Grimsthorpe Castle
The Chapel

Circa 1722

St. James’s Palace
The Queen’s Chapel

1623—25

King George IV’s 
Coronation Banquet Throne

1821
Gilded wood

The family acquired the 
throne as a perquisite of the 

office of lord great 
chamberlain, a hereditary 
officed held by the barons 

Willoughby de Eresby since 
1578 and today shared with 

the marquesses of 
Cholmondeley.

7th Baron Carrington
Became lord great chamberlain
when Charles III came to the 

throne in 2022

109

110

111

Class 3: An Explosion of Beauty, Pt 1 

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/21/2022

38

French
Armchair (one of a set of four)

1755—65
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

Rembrandt
Herman Doomer

1640
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

112

113

114

Class 3: An Explosion of Beauty, Pt 1 

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/21/2022

39

An Explosion of Beauty, Part II
February 7, 14 & 21, 2023

4:00 - 5:30 PM EDT

Annual DiCamillo Companion Rendezvous
The British Crown Jewels: Triumph & Tragedy

January 19, 2023
Colony Club, 564 Park Avenue, New York, NY

12:00 - 3:00 PM EDT

AmericanAncestors.org/events

More information about the houses discussed today can be found on Curt’s website:
TheDiCamillo.com

See how much fun we have on our tours?!
Cottesbrooke Hall in 2013
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