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Case Study

Q&A (30 mins.)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practic

A

Y
puu

&

Voice of
Sheilagh Doerfler
Genealogist

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 4



Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Locating Historic

Parcels
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Challenges
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* Confusing vocabulary
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Strategies

* Trace historic ownership of property via deeds

— What physical features are mentioned in the

deed?

 Examine deeds of abutters

— What is mentioned in their property
descriptions?

 Use historic maps, atlases, and local histories
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Accessing Land

Records
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Construct a Timeline

Residences of Lewis Smith

Year Source Residence

1828 Birth Record of son, East Thomaston, Maine
Manley Smith

1833  Birth record of son, Elliott Thomaston, Maine
Smith

1840 US Federal Census Thomaston, Maine

1850 US Federal Census Worcester, Massachusetts

1860 US Federal Census Worcester, Massachusetts

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 12



Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Jurisdiction

* Use guides and gazetteers to identify correct
jurisdiction

* When was the county created?
— FamilySearch Wiki
— Atlas of Historical County Boundaries

— https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/
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ATLAS OF HISTORICAL COUNTY BOUNDARIES [Selectastate..  v| Go |

/berry Library er for /

Home Using the Atlas Download Files About the Project Publications

North Carolina
Back to North Carolina detail page

Historical Borders +

Select Date of Border Change:

rA
LJd

TT<U"UU U

1750-03-17
1751-06-12
1752-03-31
1753-03-27
1754-02-19
1754-04-08
1756-09-01
1756-09-25
1757-11-01
1759-01-01
1759-04-10

u 1

Countv/Raaion:
county/Heglo

GRANVILLE

Effartive NDatec:

Tue Aug 31 1756 - Fri Jun 08 1764

[c. 1 Sep 1756] GRANVILLE re-created by the
legislature in response to the Crown Instructions
of 1 Jul 1755 (authorizing reenactment of the
creations repealed on 8 Apr 1754).

Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors, © C

digital.newberry.org/ahcb/
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Where are they located?

* County land records

— Located at Register of Deeds or County Court
House

* Corresponding websites
— FamilySearch.org

— Published abstracts and transcriptions
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Wi illiam Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Home | Contact | Directions

Why Should I Refinance

And When Does it Pay to Do So?

The Secretary of the Commonwealth would like to welcome you to the Massachusetts Lanc Records website. This site provides you with quick access 0 land recorcs across the
State. For questions regarding use of the site, searching of partcular cocuments, or general questons about Registry polices, please contact the specfic Regstry of Deeds
directly. For technical assistance with troubleshooting access to the site, contact us at the Secretary’s office.

Bamstable v LD

® North Essex

® North Berishire North
®  Frank)
| L in L] Py B * South Fssex
) Mo
® Middle Berkshire Wty e Sewb % Suffolk
¥ Hampshire Middiewex
Worces ) ~— ® Norfolk (Part
¥ South Berkshire . — - el
)
* Hampden { (Part)
¥ North Bristol ® Plymouth
® Bristol Fall River
® Barnstable
® South Brivtol
® Dukes

* Nantucket

Massachusetts is divided into 21 registry districts with an elected Register of Deecs responsibie for each office. Documents related to the ownership of real estate within the district are
recorded at the Registry of Deeds. Recorded documents are assigned a sequential identifying number {(known as the book and page number) and are then scanned into the registry’s
computer system. The resuiting images are available for viewing on and printing from public access terminals at the registry and at your home or office over the Intemet. In addition, all
regstnes microfilm all recorded cocuments and most continue to produce record books containing doecument images on paper. In most cases, onginal documents are returned to the
land owner. To assist customers in finding refevant documents, registries create a searchable index that contains the names of all parties to a document and the property address.
For more information, visit Secretary of the Commonwealth William Galvin's website hitp//www.state.ma.us/sec! or the County Home page of the registry that interests you.

Masslandrecords.com
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Volume and Page
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- Understand the index
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Understand the Index

* Different index systems utilized throughout the
country

* Important to understand differences
* Examine first pages of index for clues
* United States Index Systems

— https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United

States Index Systems
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Volume and Page
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Record books of the registry of deeds, Middlesex County,
Massachusetts, 1649-1900; indexes: grantee (1639-1905) and grantor
(1639-1950)

Authors: Middlesex County (Massachusetts). Register of Deeds
(Main Author)
Middlesex County (Massachusetts). Register of Deeds

(Repository)
Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English
Publication: Cambridge, England : [s.n.], 1965-1966
Physical: 1780 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Notes
Massachusetts Land Records are available online, click here.

Microfilm of manuscript.
These registries of deeds are of the Southern District.

Includes index.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations 3

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts, Middlesex - Land and property

Add to Print List

FamilySearch.org
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Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts, Middlesex - Land and property

Film/Digital Notes

Note

Deeds, vol. 1543-1544
Deeds, vol. 1545-1547
Deeds, vol. 1548-1550
Deeds, vol. 1551-1553
Deeds, vol. 1554-1555
Deeds, vol. 1556-1558
Deeds, vol. 1559-1561
Deeds, vol. 1562-1564
Deeds, vol. 1565-1566
Deeds, vol. 1567-1569
Deeds, vol. 1570-1572
Deeds, vol. 1573-1574
Deeds, vol. 1575-1576
Deeds, vol. 1577-1579
Deeds, vol. 1580-1581
Deeds, vol. 1582-1584
Deeds, vol. 1585-1586

Deeds, vol. 1590-1592

E| Page

Location

Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library
Family History Library

Family History Library

13 of 18 [>]

Collection/Shelf

United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film
United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film

Film
498017
458018
498019
498020
498021
498022
498023
498024
498025
498026
498027
498028
498029
498030
498031
498032

DGS

7442938
7442939
7442940
7442941
7442942
7442943
7442944
7442945
7442946
7442947
7442948
7442949
7442950
7442951
7442952
7442953

United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498033 7442954

United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498035 7442956

Format

cflcNcNoNcoNoNeoNoNoNoReoNoNoNoNoNo

FamilySearch.org
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QUESTIONS?
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Identifying the Location

‘of an Ancestral Property
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Grover Dodge

* Baptized at Ipswich, Essex County, Massachusetts
on 10 March 1744/5

* Son of Nehemiah Dodge and Elizabeth Grover
* Married at Ipswich in 1767, Abigail Burnham

* Died in nearby Essex in 1832

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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First Purchase

* First purchased Ipswich home from Isaac Procter

— Deed written in 1770; recorded in 1779
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Essex County Deeds, Vol. 138, p. 24-25
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Analyze Deed

* Acreage: Ten acres
* Property features: Dwelling house, barns, well

* Physical features: Located on the road leading to
Gloucester, spring, marsh, orchard, private way

* Abutters: Samuel Wainwright, David Low,
Samuel Giddings, Daniel Giddings, Jr.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Abstract Property Description

“...a certain messuage with a dwelling house and barn thereon situate
in Ipswich aforesaid and contains ten acres more or less and is
bounded beginning at the northeasterly corner by land of Samuel
Giddings and the road leading to Gloucester thence running westerly
by said road as the fence stands to the corner of the wall by the orchard
thence running southerly as the fence stands by a private way and land
of Samuel Wainwright till it comes to the land of David Low, thence
running easterly on said Lows land twenty rods as the fence stands to a
stake and stones fixed, thence running northerly parting the premises
from land this day sold to Daniel Giddings junr to a stake and stones
fixed by the wall at the orchard thence turning easterly and running by
said wall nine rods by land sold to said Giddings as aforesaid to a stake
and stones fixed by the end of a cross wall, thence running northerly
on land sold to said Giddings to a spring or well of water and through
the middle of said spring to a stake and stones fixed by Samuel
Giddings land, thence westerly and northerly on said Giddings as the
fence stands to the bounds first mentioned..’

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Call List

* Beginning at northeasterly corner by Samuel Giddings and the road leading to
Gloucester

*  Westerly by the road to the corner of the wall

* Southerly by a private way and the land of Samuel Wainwright until it comes to
David Low

* Easterly on Low’s land twenty rods to a stake and stones

* Northerly parting the premises from land this day sold to Daniel Giddings Jr. to a
stake and stones

* Easterly by said wall nine rods by land sold to said Giddings

* Northerly on land sold to said Giddings to a spring or well of water and through
the middle of said spring to a stake by Samuel Giddings land

*  Westerly and northerly on said Giddings as the fence stands to the bounds first
mentioned
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Sketch Boundaries

Road to Gloucester

S

Samuel Wainwright Samuel Giddings

dwelling house

well
and barns ®
David Low Daniel Giddings, Jr.
David Low
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Crane Beach
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Survey Systems

e Metes and Bounds
— Earlier system

— Starting point at corner, direction and
measurement to another corner, etc

* Encompasses physical features
* Public Land Survey System

— Section, Township, Range

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Important Questions

* Do the homes of the abutters still stand in original
location?

* Are there historic maps available?

* Is the property mentioned in a town history?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Where can | find maps?

* ArchiveGrid
* Library of Congress

* Levanthal Map and Education Center at Boston
Public Library

* David Rumsey Historical Map Collection
* Local historical societies/genealogical libraries

e Published collections

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1832 Map of the Town of Ipswich, by Philander Anderson, David Rumsey Collection
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Trace the property

forward!
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Trace the property forward

To the Ho n////z// /ﬂ/{ ’ Bsqu

Dodge selling his ~ e /M

homestead before his e
death in 1832 - e

Bequeaths real estate SR et

to wife Abigail Dodge N A AT Lgﬁ
and nephew Nehemiah Ty y o8 S

Dodge

“The homestead on i e o el
the south side of the L s —

County Road T AT T LY,
containing sixty acres”

s Tl i tned (ol ({/// 7
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Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Research the Abutters

* May reveal historic ownership of property

— Historic owners may be featured in town
histories

* Deeds may reveal physical or modern features
— Anchor property
* New abutters could be revealed

— Abutters’ deeds can reveal further detail

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

45



Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Research the Abutters

* Determine parentage, date of birth, and date of

death

* Trace the deeds of abutters forward
— Examine deeds and probates
* Do any subsequent owners appear on 1832 map?

* Abutters: Samuel Wainwright, David Low, Samuel
Giddings, Daniel Giddings, Jr.
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Samuel Wainwright

* Baptized at Ipswich on 4 August 1736

* Son of Samuel Wainwright and Mary _____
* Died at Ipswich in 1774

* Died intestate

— Inventory included farm at Chebacco called
Andrew’s Farm

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Samuel Wainwright

* Heirs sell abutting parcel to Grover Dodge in 1790

* “...on the southwesterly side of the county road
leading from Ipswich to Gloucester and is a part of the
farm known commonly called Andrews Farm and is a
part of the real estate of our brother Samuel
Wainwright of [pswich Gentleman
deceased...beginning at the north corner of said land
thence running easterly by said county road to the way
leading to Capn. David Low thence by said way to
land of Grover Dodge...

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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David Low

* Ebenezer Low sold abutting parcel to Grover Dodge in
1784

* “...beginning at west corner of orchard wall thence
running southeastwardly by land of David Low thirty-
one rods and fifteen links to a stake from thence
running by said land through the middle of the spring
to land of Francis Rust thence running north
eastwardly by said Rust to land of Capt. Giddings
thence northwestwardly by said land of Grover Dodge
to land of Wainwright thence running
southwestwardly and northwestwardly by land to
Jacob Goodhue land thence running southwesterly by
said land to the bounds first mentioned...”

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Samuel Giddings

* Married Martha Scott at Ipswich in 1761
* Died at Ipswich before 4 May 1778

— Grover Dodge part of committee to divide real
estate

* Real estate inventory mentioned several parcels;
little identifying information

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Grantor Grantee Vol/Page - Year Abstract

Samuel Giddings of Ipswich sold a parcel
from the estate of his father Samuel Giddings
deceased to Isaac Procter of Ipswich. The

Samuel Giddings Isaac Procter 150:269 - 1790  parcel was located in Ipswich.

Moses Lufkin, Jr and Moses Lufkin, Jr and wife Martha, Daniel
wife Martha, Daniel Burnham and wife Elizabeth, and Bethiah
Burnham and wife Giddings sold their interest in the real estate
Elizabeth, Bethiah of their father Samuel Giddings to Samuel
Giddings Samuel Giddings 151:176 - 1798  Giddings

Samuel and Martha Giddings sold a piece of
upland and salt marsh situated in Ipswich
containing 29 acres with the buildings
excepting what was set off to the widow
Sarah Goodhue as her dower in the said
premises it being part of the estate of the late
Jacob Goodhue...northwesterly on land set off
to the said widow, northeasterly on land of
George Choate southeasterly and
southwesternly on land of Stephen Choate,
Samuel and Martha northwesterly and southwesterly on the
Giddings Francis Burnham, Jr. 164:180 - 1798 road..
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Samuel Giddings

* Vague property descriptions in land deeds
* Difficult to identify and trace parcels forward

* Samuel Giddings, Jr. may have taken over his
father’'s homestead

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Daniel Giddings, Jr.

« “...parcel of upland in said Ipswich and containing twenty-
five acres more or less and is bounded beginning at the
northeasterly corner of the premises by land of the said
Daniel Giddings and land of the said Thomas Giddings
and westerly as the fence stands till it comes to land of
Joseph Rust thence westerly and southerly as the fence
stands on the said Rusts land till it comes to land of David
Low thence westerly on said Lows land eighteen rods and
two feet to a stake and stones fixed between the premises
and land this day sold to Grover Dodge...thence running
northerly parting the premises from said Dodges land to a
stake and stones fixed by the ____ at the orchard thence
running easterly...northerly on land of said Dodge to a
spring or well of water...to a stake and stones fixed by
Samuel Giddings...”

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

QUESTIONS?
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Moses Kinsman

* Baptized at Ipswich on 7 July 1754

* Son of Pelatiah Kinsman and Jane Farley

* Married first at Ipswich in 1780, Lucy Cogswell
* Married second in 1809, Susanna Cogswell

* Died at Ipswich 24 March 1836

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Moses Kinsman

e Purchased land on
corner of on
North Gate Road
and Route 133 in
1784

e No mention of
Grover Dodge as
an abutter
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Class 2: Finding Origins, Cluster Research in Practice

Moses Kinsman

 Died intestate in 1836

— Real estate inventory included dwelling house,

barn, and other buildings on the west side of

the road containing about tl

Nree acres

— Also, fifty acres of land on t
the road

* Likely reference to North Gate
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Heirs of Moses Kinsman

 Six heirs named in probate
* Some sell off interest to siblings and neighbors

* 1837 - “...homestead of the deceased in Ipswich containing
tillage, marsh, wood, and pasture land amounting to 107 acres
more or less bounded as follows, viz. northeasterly by land of the
heirs of Aaron Kinsman and land of Nathaniel Kinsman
southwesterly partly by the creek dividing said Ipswich from
Essex and partly by land of Edwards and Dodge and partly by
marsh hereafter mentioned, southwesterly by the great public
road leading form Ipswich to Essex and northwesterly partly by
land of Joseph Brown Jr. and partly by the road leading from
Iﬁear lt1he dwelling house of said deceased to Argilla district to

each...
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Other Sources?

e Census records  Town records
e Tax records » Assessor’s data
* City directories » Plat map books

* Court records

— Partitions
e Published histories

* Newspapers

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1790 US Federal Census
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE IPSWICH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
XVIL

/CANDLEWOOIV

AN ANCIENT NEIGHBORHOOD IN
IPSWICH

WITH
GENEALOGIES OF

JOHN BROWN
WILLIAM FELLOWS
ROBERT KINSMAN

BY T. FRANK WATERS

PROCEEDINGS AT THE ANNUAL MEETING
DECEMBER 1, 1908
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Samuel Wainwright

* Heirs sell abutting parcel to Grover Dodge in 1790

* “...on the southerly side of the County road
leading from Ipswich to Gloucester and is a part of
the farm known commonly called Andrews Farm
and is a part of the real estate of our brother
Samuel Wainwright of Ipswich Gentleman
deceased...to the way leading to David Low
thence by said way to land of Grover Dodge. ..
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The John Andrews Farm

A road already existed, no doubt, before this date, as the bridge was
already built. Mr. Saltonstall’s forty acres is now included in James
H. Proctor’s large estate. The John Andrews farm was owned afterwards
by William Fellows and his heirs and is now included in the farm of
Benjamin R. Horton. The way thus laid out is evidently the present
Fellows Lane, from the Candlewood road to the old cart path leading
toward Mile River that is still in use, across the land of the Daniel Appleton
heirs. No mention is made of laying out a way from the Bay Road to
this old causeway and bridge. But a way existed and was in common use,
as appears from the complaint made by some inhabitants of Ipswich and
Wenham in July, 1727, “ that there hath been an highway used for 60 or
70 years from Mr. Appleton’s mill' in that part of Ipswich towards Che-
bacco,” now closed by the proprietors of the commons, ete.*

T. Frank Waters, The Old Bay Road From Saltonstall’s Brook and Samuel Appleton’s Farm, (Salem, Mass.: The
Salem Press Co., 1907)
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T. Frank Waters, The Old Bay Road From Saltonstall’s Brook and Samuel Appleton’s Farm, (Salem, Mass.: The
Salem Press Co., 1907)
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24 CANDLEWOOD.

Palatiah Kinsman bought his brother’s interest and sold the old home-
stead and 38% acres adjoining to John Wainwright, March 18, 1754 (101:
79), and the pasture land to his brother John. In the previous year, Feb.
1, 1753 (101: 28) he had bought the Col. Wainwright farm in Argilla and
he probably removed to that neighborhood. His descendants still retain
the Argilla farm. Col. Wainwright sold 17 acres on the east side of the farm
to John Kinsman, Oct. 11, 1754 (101: 62). John Wise, the guardian of
John Wainwright, the insane son of Col. John, who had inherited from
his father, sold 12 acres to Isaac Procter, leaving the highway 24 rods wide,
Sept. 9, 1755 (103: 111) and 10 acres more to the same, bounded northwest

by another way from Ipswich to Chebacco, Dee. 30, 1757 (108: 271),

This completed the sale of the homestead and as no mention is made of
the buildings, we may presume that they had disappeared. An old well is
remembered by the older people, near a pair of bars, very near the road,

mdlcaw the approxnmate locatlon of the anment farm house

~ - b= K L= - - - - — o -

T. Frank Waters, The Old Bay Road From Saltonstall’s Brook and Samuel Appleton’s Farm, (Salem, Mass.: The
Salem Press Co., 1907)
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Isaac Procter

e “...ten acres and six rods lying and being in the
township of Ipswich aforesaid bounded as
followeth north easterly end upon the way leading
from Ipswich to Chebacco south easterly upon
said Procter south westerly end on the heirs of
James Brown decd. north westerly side upon
another way leading from Ipswich Town to
Chebacco said premises being the property of the
said John Wainwright...”
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Same Property?

* Similar acreage

Parcel is likely on south side of Route 133
— Ipswich Town to Chebacco
* Isaac Procter owned land southwest of this parcel
— Sold his southwestern parcel to Daniel Giddings, Jr.
* Near Wainwright property

— Samuel Wainwright abutter of Grover Dodge
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How can | be sure?

 Transcribe all deeds for Isaac Procter and Grover
Dodge

— Note all physical features and abutters

* Trace all parcels forward to obtain metes and
bounds

* Plat the neighborhood
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Plat the Neighborhood

e Metes and Bounds
* Anchor point

* Practical guide to platting
land

* Accurately identify
location of a property
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Tips to Remember
* Understand geography of the area

— Take note of buildings and geographical features
* Abstract deeds

— Keep a log and stay organized
* Research the abutters

— Determine parentage, birth, death
* Use secondary sources

* Embrace technology
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Finding Origins 2022

Thank you for registering for the online course, Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice!

One of the most common—and important—questions a family historian asks is “where did my ancestors come from?” The answer to
this question can open your research to new records, relatives, and stories. Whether you can’t find your ancestor before a certain time,
want to know exactly where in the old country they're from, or desire to visit the ancestral homestead, this three-week online course
will demonstrate how cluster research can answer this age-old question. Using several case studies, we will present a step-by-step
approach to organizing, researching, and resolving your quest to find origins.

This course includes three 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth q&a
sessions with the instructors. These recordings and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

Click here to join the live broadcasts: https://zoom.us/j/92672045564

If you are unable to attend the live session, you will be able to watch the recordings on this course page.

COURSE SCHEDUILE

November 2 - Class 1: Ancestors on the Move
Presented by Lindsay Fulton

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-origins-2022
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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