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What is Cluster Research?

A research technique used to learn more about
an ancestor by examining records left by the
ancestor's cluster

— Family
— Associates
— Neighbors
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Family
* Family members with the same surname

* Consider others:
— Maiden name of spouse
— In-laws
— Cousins (1% and others)
— Grandparents
— Great-Grandparents

— Step-Parents/Siblings
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Reasons to Research Family

* Determine Parentage
* Maiden names
* Discover origin of immigrant ancestors

* Locate information about a parent’s birthplace
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Reasons to Research Associates

* 'Tracing migrations
* Discovering more about military service

* Study of a particular place or event — associated
places can be important

e Maternal lines

* Develop a more holistic view of an ancestor
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Reasons to Research Neighbors

* Provide clues about migration patterns and
earlier origins

* Inform us of our ancestor’s immigrant origins
* Supply missing information about our ancestors

* Help us trace women and may reveal maiden names
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Key Resources for Cluster Research

Cemeteries/Headstones
Census Records
Church Records
City Directories

County and Local
Histories

Genealogies

Land and Mortgage
Records

Newspaper
Articles/Obituaries

Pension Records
Probate Records

Tax Lists
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Cluster Research Steps

1. Organize your previous research into an annotated
research log

Look for missing information and identify your goal
Who'’s your EA.N club?

List the records that will aid in your research

Locate the resources

Research!

N S Uos WD

Analyze and make your conclusions

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Watch these webinars

Creating a Research Plan Creating a
Tips from NEHGS Research Plan for

Research Services Cluster Research

Lindsay Fulton, Director of Research Services
May 21, 2020

Lindsay Fulton
Director of Research Services

£ American Ancestors £ American Ancestors

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
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Origins of

Ransom Billings
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1. Organize your previous research
into an annotated research log

Source | Name (and variant spellings) ‘ Dates examined Place | Relevant Record

Card File to Geauga County Obituaries, ca. 1800-1900: necrology file.
Abbey, Irma Law-Rummell, Herman. FHL Film No. 1530485 Billings 1800-1900 Geauga County, New York

Census Records

1510 US. census Jonathan Allen, Billings 1810 Suffield, Hartford Co., Connecticut no
15820 U5, census Jonathan Allen 1820 Hambden, Geauga Co., Ohio ves
1530 U.S. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1530 Ohio

1840 US. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1840 QOhio

1850 US. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1850 Ohio

1560 U.S. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1860 Ohio

Newspapers

Genealogy Bank, Historical Newspapers Billings, Ransom Billings 1514-1617, 1560-1561 Ohio no
Newspapers.com Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1860-1861 Ohia no
Newspaper Archive Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1560-1861 Ohio no
Early American Newspapers, Americas Historical Newspapers

<newsbank> Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no
Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers <Gale> Billings, Ransom Billings 1514-1817, 1560-18601 Ohio no

Probate, Wills, and Other Court Records

Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; Probates Index 1803-1917
<family search> Billings 1505-1917 Geauga County, Chio no
(Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; Probates Index 1806-1645

vol. 1 <family search> Billings 1806-1845 Geauga County, Ohio no

Violet Warren and Jeannette Grosvenor. A Monumental Work:

Inscriptions and Intermments in Gewuga County, Chio Through 1983
(Evansville, IN: Whipporwill Publications, 1985) Billings Geanga County, Ohio no

Local and Reginal Histories

Biographical History of Northern Ohio: Embracing the Counties of
Ashtabula, Geign and Lake (Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, | Billings, Ransom Billings, Jonathan
1593) Allen Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake Counties, Ohio no
1798 Pionear and General History of Geugn County, with sketches of some

of the miones and mominent men (The Historical Societr of Geanea Rillines. Ransom Billines. Tonathan

Ransom Billings_Laura Devan | Sheet? | Sheet3 []
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Ransom Billings

e Born circa 1802 in Connecticut

* Guardianship recorded at Geauga County, Ohio in
March 1816; orphan minor under the age of 14

— Appointed guardian is Jonathan Allen
* Settled at Hambden in Geauga County by 1824

* Married at Geauga County, Ohio, 23 August 1831,
Laura Devan

* Died at Ashtabula County, Ohio in 1861
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2. Look for missing information an
identify your goal

Source Name (and variant spellings) | Dates examined Place Relevant Record Notes
Birth record Ransom Billings 1800-1510 Connecticat no Nothing in Barbour Collection
Card File to Geauga County Obituaries, ca. 1800-1900: necrology file.
Abbey, Irma Law-Rummell, Herman. FHL Film No. 1530455 Billings 1500-1900 Geauga County, New York no
Census Records
1510 U.5. census Jonathan Allen, Billings 1510 Suffield, Hartford Co., Connecticut no
1520 U.5. census Jonathan Allen 1820 Hambden, Geauga Co., Ohio ves
1830 T.5. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1530 Ohio
1840 TU.5. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1540 Ohio
1850 TU.5. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1850 Geanga County, Ohio ves Place of birth, Connecticut, 1503
1860 T.5. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1560 Geauga County, Ohio ves Place of birth, Connecticut, 1503
Newspapers
[Genealogy Bank, Historical Newspapers Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1560-1561 Ohio no
lewspapers.com Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1560-1561 Ohio no
lewspaper Archive Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1560-1561 Ohio no
Early American Newspapers, Americas Historical Newspapers
<newsbank> Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1560-1561 Ohio no

lineteenth Century U.5. Newspapers <Gale> Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1560-1561 Ohio no
Probate, Wills, and Other Court Records |

[Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; Probates Index 1805-1917

<family search> Billings 1805-1917 Geanga County, Ohio no
[Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; Probates Index 1806-1545

vol. 1 <family search> Billings 1506-1545 Geanga County, Ohio no
Court of Common Pleas, Geauga, Ohio Ransom Billings March 1516 Geanga County, Ohio yes
Court of Common Pleas, Geauga, Ohio Jonathan Allen March 1516 Geanga County, Ohio ves

Court of Common Pleas, Geauga, Ohia Ransom Billings March 1517 Geauga County, Ohio yes
Cemetery Records |

[Viclet Warren and Jeannette Grosvenor. A Monumental Work:
Inscriptions and Intearmnents in Geauga County, Ohio Through 1983
(Evansville, IN: Whipporwill Publications, 1985) Billings Geauga County, Ohio no
Local and Reginal Histories
Broeraphical History of Northern Ohio: Embracine the Countics of
3 Ransom Billings Laura Devan | Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr Ann DeVan Billings Joseph M. Kn ... Kl
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3. Who is in the Ransom Billings

F.A.N. Club?

Neighbors of
Neighbors

Associates of
Associates

Your
Ancestor
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Source

Set up Your Research Log

[ o ]

Cancel

Name (and variant spellings) Dates examined Place Relevant Record Notes
1798 Proneer and General History of Ganuga County, with sketches of some 1815 Jonathan Allen left Suffield, Connecticut with a
of the ponears and prominent men (The Historical Society of Geauga Billings, Ransom Billings, Jonathan Nathaniel Parks and Hezekiah Stocking. They settled
2 |County, 1880) Allen Geauga County, Ohio yes in the town of Hambden, Geauga County, Ohio
W.W. Williams. 1798 History of Asfitabula County, Ohio, with
Activate ? b e Ransom Billings, Jonathan Allen Ashtabula County, Ohio no
Activate:
Ransom Billings_Laura Devan Ransom Billings no
Louisa Marie Billings_Carlos A.
Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M. Kn Ransom Billings Bridgeport, Connecticut no
Ransom "Jimmy" DeVan Billings
Ransom Billings no

Ransom Billings

Ransom Billings

1524

Hambden, Geauga Co., Ohio

i hila]

ves

Grantor-Ransom Billings; Grantee-John Bartholomev
4 acres, Lot 28, Township 10, Range 6

Ransom Billings

1520

Ransom Bd.l.l:inis before 1824 Geauia County, Ohio no Where does Lot 28, Townslﬁi 10, Ranie 6 come fron]

Maybe

Ransom Billings, enlisted 31 January 1520 at Utica,
New York b}' Lt. Griswold for 5 years, into the b
Regiment of the U5, Infantry, physical description:
51042", blue eyes, dark hair, dark complexion, age 1
[b. about 1801], laborer, born at Enfield, Connecticut
Remarks: certificate of enlistment [at] Utica, New
York, January 31, 1820

5a Marie Billings_Carlos A.

Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M. Kn

(+)
o T

4
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4. List the records that will aid in your research

Information
ormatio Search These Records First Then Search These Records
Needed
Age Census, Vital Records, Cemeteries Military Records, Taxation
Birth date and
Vital Records Cemeteries, Newspapers, Census

place
Country of Military Records, Vital Records,

our.n ry? Naturalization Records, Vital Records, Census fitary Records, Vital Records
foreign birth Newspapers
Death date  |Vital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Records, Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
and place Newspapers Records
Foreign birth  |Vital Records, Published Genealogies, Biographies, Vital Records, Newspapers, History,
location Naturalization, Immigration, Census Emigration and Immigration
Immigration
- gretl Census, Immigration, Naturalization Newspapers, Biographies

Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate

Maiden name |Vital Records, Newspapers
Records

Marriage date Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate

Vital Records, Census, Newspapers

and place Records, Naturalization, Land
Parents' Vital Records, Census, Probate Records, Newspapers, L
. . Emigration
names Published Genealogies
Places famil
has lived y Census, Land, Local Histories, Directories Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries
as live
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5. Locate Resources
Source Name (and variant siellinis} Dates examined Place Relevant Record Notes

Birth record Louisa Marie Billings 1833 Ohio
Louisa Marie Billings and

Marriage record Carlos A. Sperry before 1857 probably Ohio
Birth record Carlos A. Sperry 1833 Ohio
Death record Louisa Marie (Billings) Sperry 1881 Ohio

Death record Carlos A. Srerr\r ? In‘obablv Ohio

Geauga County,

1840 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1840 Ohio
Geauga County,
1850 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1850 Ohio
Geauga County,
1860 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1860 Ohio
Geauga County,
1870 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1870 Ohio
Geauga County,
1880 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1880 Ohio
Obituary Louisa Marie (Billings) Sperry 1881 Ohio
Obituary Carlos A. Sperry ? Ohio
» ... | Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr | Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M. Kn Ransom "Jimmy" DeVan Billing ... (+) Kl
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6. Research!
Source Name (and variant siellinis} Dates examined Place Relevant Record Notes

Birth record Louisa Marie Billings 1833 Ohio
Louisa Marie Billings and

Marriage record Carlos A. Sperry before 1857 probably Ohio
Birth record Carlos A. Sperry 1833 Ohio
Death record Louisa Marie (Billings) Sperry 1881 Ohio

Death record Carlos A. Srerr\r ? In‘obablv Ohio

Geauga County,

1840 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1840 Ohio
Geauga County,
1850 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1850 Ohio
Geauga County,
1860 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1860 Ohio
Geauga County,
1870 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1870 Ohio
Geauga County,
1880 U.S. Census Louisa Marie Billings 1880 Ohio
Obituary Louisa Marie (Billings) Sperry 1881 Ohio
Obituary Carlos A. Sperry ? Ohio
» ... | Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr | Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M. Kn Ransom "Jimmy" DeVan Billing ... (+) Kl

**|s it worth it??
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Information
Needed

Search These Records First

Then Search These Records

Age

Census, Vital Records, Cemeteries

Military Records, Taxation

Birth date and
place

Vital Records

Cemeteries, Newspapers, Census

Country of
foreign birth

Naturalization Records, Vital Records, Census

Military Records, Vital Records,
Newspapers

[Death date
and place

Vital Records, Cemeteries, Probate Records,
Newspapers

Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
Records

Foreign birth
location

Vital Records, Published Genealogies, Biographies,
Naturalization, Immigration, Census

Vital Records, Newspapers, History,
Emigration and Immigration

[lmmigration
date

Census, Immigration, Naturalization

Newspapers, Biographies

IMaiden name

Vital Records, Newspapers

Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate
Records

[Marriage date
and place

Vital Records, Census, Newspapers

Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate
Records, Naturalization, Land

Parents'
names

Published Genealogies

Vital Records, Census, Probate Records, Newspapers,

Emigration

Places family
has lived

Census, Land, Local Histories, Directories

Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries
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QUESTIONS?
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Let’s meet the

neighbors
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F.A.N

* Neighbors

— Who are the Neighbors enumerated with Ransom?
What do they have in common?
* Place of birth?
* Occupation?
— What records for the Neighbors could help to
determine place of birth?

— Update your Research Log with these records.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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SCHERULE L—Free.
of i e

10 Gl Y S i S

enumemiedb.y me, onthe £%  day of Z

in the: County of:

2

t

The Name of every Person whose-usual. place
of ahode on. the first: day: of June, 1850, was:
in this: family. mat

DESCRIPTION.

Profession, Occupation, or Trade
of each Male Person over 15

years of age.. i

e

Value of Real Estaf
owned,

DA
Prace or Brwrs.
Naming the State, Teritory,

or Country.

Marriad within the
year.

| Whether deaf and ¢

dumb, blind, insane,

§ 3| idiotie, pauper, or

conviet.

®

-
e

N

L

1850 US Federal Census, Ashtabula, Ohio
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Who are the

interesting
neighbors?
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Analyze a neighborhood

* Are they from the same state or country?

* Did they arrive in the United States at the same
time?

* Do they have the same occupation?

* Same religion?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Search > Census & Voter Lists

1850 United States Federal Census

m Match all terms exactly A7 PFOVId.ed. in
( K\‘. 1‘*-() association with
AN

. . ~—National Archives and
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name S R Records
NATIONALI . i
ARCHIVES Administration
Year Location
Birth

Connecticut, USA
Browse this collection

Exact to...
. ) To browse this image set, select from
LivedIn Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio, USA the options below
v Exact to this place State
Any Event Exact to.. Choose... v

This pl County

Keyword ° s place
County
County and adjacent counties .

e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers"v Y J Township
State

Occupation State and adiacent states
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Your search

Born: connecticut, usa

Lived In: morgan, ashtab...

v All Categories
> Census & Voter Lists

> 1850s

1850 United States Federal Census

This database is an index to individuals
enumerated in the 1850 United States
Federal Census, the Seventh Census of the

Ilnitad Ctatann MAanciia taliara raaarAdAA

P oo

Broad s FExact
( . |
. |

Results 1-20 of 98

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

View Record

LW LI R |

Name

Alvera Burdick
Edward Woodruff
George Starr

Asa Walden
Ransom Billings
Harriet Cutler
Phileeta Root /#
Jonathan F Baldwin
Laura Baldwin

David Baldwin

[T R Y ) R A

All 1850 United States Federal Census Results

Home in 1850 (City, County, State)

Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio
Morgan, Ashtabula, Ohio

Zoom
KA A mledmlae il Ml

Birth Year
abt 1802

abt 1820

abt 1818

abt 1793

abt 1803

abt 1829

abt 1817

abt 1795

abt 1793
abt 1818

P Y Yalal

.

A i
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

Birthplace

Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut

Connecticut

F o P Lia..a

Provided in

association with

National Archives

and Records

Administration

Gender

View Image

Female [

Male

Male

Male

Male

Female

Female

Male

Female

Male

RA-I-

Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl B

]
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L earn about the

community
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Lake Eris

Connagticut
Western Hesarve
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Western Reserve

0 2 4 6 R 10Kilometers
e Eastern lands Y i o
0 2 4 6 8 10Miles 0
surveyed and
L] i
n h1 f rm I CHARDON
tOW S pS O ed I{_'][AI{I}(}\"']HAMBDEN MONTVILLE
I
I 3
® Land SOld to TCHESTEP: & AQUILLA ©
ll Chesterlnd | MUNSON - { ¢ ARIDON \@f—t&‘b
settlers L
L ——— )
HUNTING BURTON | MIPDLE
(pt.) NEWBURY [ 4]
( - ")
Man}’ from I RUSSELL| souTH BURTON
1 - RLUISSELL” M D
° é,,-""' Wl L
Connecticut e bamoriee
| i ‘;I,/ &
N ) AUBURN TROY | PARKMAN
oo
=il BRIDGE
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Update your Research Plan

C D E F

Source

Vital Records

Birth record

‘ Name (and variant spellings) ‘ Dates examined ‘ Place | Relevant Record Notes

1800-1510

Ransom Billings Connecticut Nothing in Barbour Collection

Card File to Geauga County Obituaries, ca. 1800-1900: necrology file.
Abbey, Irma Law-Rummell, Herman. FHL Film No. 1530485

Activate ? X

Activate:

Ransom Billings_Laura Devan

Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr
Ann DeVan Billings_loseph M. Kn
Ransom "Jimmy" DeVan Billings
Alvera Burdick

Edward Woodruff

George Starr

Asa Walden

Harriet Cutler

Phileeta Root

Jonathan F Baldwin

Laura Baldwin

David Baldwin

Luther H Baldwin

Ezekiel ¥ Crowell

0K Cancel

Billing 1800-1900 Geauga County, New York

Jonathan Allen, Billings 1810 Suffield, Hartford Co., Connecticut no
Jonathan Allen 1820 Hambden, Geauga Co., Ohio ves
Billings, Ransom Billings 1830 (Ohio
Billings, Ransom Billings 1840 Ohio
Billings, Ransom Billings 1850 Geauga County, Ohio ves Place of birth, Connecticut, 1503
Billings, Ransom Billines 1860 Geauga County, Ohio ves Place of birth, Connecticut, 1803
Billings, Ransom Billings 1614-1817, 1860-1561 (Ohio no
Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no
Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no
Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no
B:i]]jnis, Ransom Bd]]j.nis 1514-1817, 1560-1561 (Ohio no
Billings 1805-1917 Geauga County, Ohio no
Billings 15806-1845 Geauga County, Ohio no
Ransom Billings March 1816 Geauga County, Ohio ves
Jonathan Allen March 1816 Geauga County, Ohio ves

Ransom B:i]]i.nis March 1817 Geﬁuia County, Ohio ves

B:‘]]i.nis Geﬁuia County, Ohio no

a M. Billings_Carlos Sperr Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M.Kn ... () : ]

124

H B f -—H
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Enfield, CT

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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F.A.N.

e Associates

— Family and Neighbors have pointed us to
Connecticut
* Enfield, perhaps?
— What records for Associates (people or places)

could help us to find his birth record in
Connecticut?

— Update your Research Log with these records.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Ransom Billings

e Born circa 1802 in Connecticut

* Guardianship recorded at Geauga County, Ohio in
March 1816; orphan minor under the age of 14

— Appointed guardian is Jonathan Allen
* Settled at Hambden in Geauga County by 1824

* Married at Geauga County, Ohio, 23 August 1831,
Laura Devan

* Died at Ashtabula County, Ohio in 1861
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2. Look for missing information and
identify your goal

Source | Name (and variant spellings) ‘ Dates examined | Place | Relevant Record Notes

Vital Records

Birth record Ransom Billings 1800-1510 Connecticut no Nothing in Barbour Collection
Card File to Geauga County Obituaries, ca. 1800-1900: necrology file.

Abbey, Irma Law-Rummell, Herman. FHL Film Ne. 1530485 Billings 1800-1900 Geauga County, New York no

Census Records

1810 U.S. census Jonathan Allen, Billings 1810 Suffield, Hartford Co., Connecticut no

1820 U.S. census Jonathan Allen 1820 Hambden, Geauga Co., Ohio ves

1830 U.S. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1830 Ohio

1540 U.S. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1540 Ohio

1850 U.S. census Billings, Ransom Billings 1850 Geauga County, Ohio ves Place of birth, Connecticut, 1503
1860 U.5. census Billings, Ransom Billines 1860 Geauga County, Ohio ves Place of birth, Connecticut, 1803
Genealogy Bank, Historical Newspapers Billings, Ransom Billings 1814-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no

Newspapers.com Billings, Ransom Billings 1514-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no

Newspaper Archive Billings, Ransom Billings 1514-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no

Early American Newspapers, Americas Historical Newspapers

<newsbank> Billings, Ransom Billings 1514-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no

Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers <Gale> Billings, Ransom Billings 1514-1817, 1860-1861 Ohio no

Probate, Wills, and Other Court Records

Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; Probates Index 1803-1917

<family search> Billings 1805-1917 Geauga County, Ohio no
Ohio Probate Records, 1769-19%; Geauga; Probates Index 1806-1545

vol. 1 <family search> Billings 1806-1845 Geauga County, Ohio no
Court of Common Pleas, Geauga, Ohio Ransom Billings Maxrch 1816 Geauga County, Ohio yes
Court of Common Pleas, Geauga, Ohio Jonathan Allen March 1816 Geauga County, Ohio ves

Court of Common Pleas, Geauga, Ohio Ransom Billings March 1817 Geauga County, Ohio ves
Cemelery Records

Violet Warren and Jeannette Grosvenor. A Monumental Work:
Inscriptions and Intermments in Genugn County, Ohio Through 1953
(Evansville, IN: Whipporwill Publications, 1985) Billings Geauga County, Ohio no

Local and Reginal Histories
Bioeranhical Historu of Northern Ohio: Embracine the Countics of
» Ransom Billings Laura Devan | Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M.Kn ... (}) © [4]
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Who is Jonathan Allen?

* Born at Enfield, Hartford County, Connecticut on
27 October 1776

* Married first in 1795, Mary Pease; married second
in 1818, Miriam Kibbe; married third in 1822,
Polly Thwing

* Settled at Hambden, Geauga County, Ohio by
1815
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Struck Out!
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Source

Name (and variant spellings)

Dates examined

2. Look for MORE missing
information and identify your goal

Relevant Record

Notes

1798 Pionear and General History of Geauga County, with sketches of some
of the pioncars and prominent men (The Historical Society of Geauga

Billings, Ransom Billings, Jonathan

1815 Jonathan Allen left Suffield, Connecticut with a
Nathaniel Parks and Hezekiah Stocking. They settled

Genealogies
[Frank Billings. The Genealogy of Some of the Descendants of Willimm
Billing whe came to America in 1650 and pamanently settled at

County, 1850) Allen Geanga County, Ohio yes in the town of Hambden, Geauga County, Ohio
[W.W. Williams. 1795 Histery of Ashtabula County, Ofhio, with

[llustrations and Biographical Sketches of its Pioneas and Most Prominent

Men (Philadelphia: Williams Brothers, 1878) Ransom Billings, Jonathan Allen Ashtabula County, Ohio no

Stonington, Connecticut in 1658 (Chicago, IL: R.R. Donnelley, 1931) Ransom Billings no
rs, Wilber Brooks Smith (Julia Billings). An Intimate Review of the

Billings Family of Bridgeport, Connecticut (1933) Ransom Billings Bridgeport, Connecticut no

[Helen Schatvet Ullmann, Some Descendants of Roger Billings of

Dorchestar, Massachusctts (Boston: Newbury Street Press, 2012) Ransom Billings no

[Robert Stone. A Family History of the Billings, the Cadwells, the Lambs,
the Parkhursts, the Pendars, the Reynelds, the Starks, the Stavarts, the

Geatga County, Ohio, Deeds, Vol. 10, pg. 63 (FHL 20233)

Ransom Billings

1824 Hambden, Geauga Co., Ohio

Stones, and trhe Thomsons (1995) Ransom B:']]mis no

ves

Grantor-Ransom Billings; Grantee-John Bartholomew,
54 acres, Lot 25, Township 10, Range 6

(Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes

U.5. Army Enistment Records

Ransom Billings

Ransom Billings

before 1824

1820

Geauga County, Ohio

no

Maybe

Where does Lot 28, Township 10, Range 6 come from?

Ransom Billings, enlisted 31 January 1520 at Utica,
New York by Lt. Griswold for 3 years, into the rd
Regiment of the U.S. Infantry, physical description:
510 1", blue eyes, dark hair, dark complexion, age 19
[b. about 1801], laborer, born at Enfield, Connecticut.
Remarks: certificate of enlistment [at] Utica, New

York, January 31, 1820

» Ransom Billings_Laura Devan

Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr

Ann DeVan Billings_Joseph M. Kn

(+)
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Ransom Billings

* No interaction with other Billings families in
Geauga County

* Does not live near any other Billings families

* Does not purchase land in Geauga County before
1824

* Sells 54 acres of land in Lot 28, Township 10,
Range 6 in Geauga County in 1824

— How did he receive this land?

— Received via probate?
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Geauga County Deeds

* Grantor and Grantee Indexes provide property
description

* Who purchased land in Lot 28, Township 10,
Range 6°¢
— Use index in your favor
— Think outside the box
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- Understand the Index
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Understand the Index

* Many different types of indexes
* Take time to understand system

* United States Index Systems — FamilySearch Wiki
— Types of Indexes
— Explanation
— Examples

— https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_Stat
es_Index_Systems
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Bond to Booth

 Solomon and Sarah Bond of Enfield, Hartford
County, Connecticut sold several lots to Daniel
Booth of Painesville

— Township 9, Range 7 (153 acres, 130 rods)
— Lot 11 (121 acres, 64 rods)
— Part of Lot 8 and part of Lot 7 (161 acres, 144 rods)

— Lot 28, Township 10, Range 6 (396 acres, 30
rods)
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

*VERY IMPORTANT*
Update Your Research Log

Source

Probate, Wills, and Other Court Records
Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga;

Name (and variant
spellings)

Dates examined

Place

Relevant Record

Notes

Booth G C 7, Ohi
Probates Index 1805-1917 <family search> oot eauga County uo
Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga;
Bootl G C 7, Ohi
Probates Index 1806-1845 vol. 1 <family search> oot eauga County uo
Land Records
Township 9, R 7 (153 acres, 130
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves O:\ ;15 up 9, Range 7 (153 acres
’ ’ ’ rods
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves Lot 11 (121 acres, 64 rods)
Part of Lot 8 and part of Lot 7 (161
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves artof Lot 8 and part of Lot 7 (
! ! y acres, 144 rods)
Lot 28, Township 10, R 6 (396
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves © ownstup Range 6 (
! ! y acres, 30 rods)
R ord
Birth record Daniel Booth probably Connecticut
7

Marriage record

probably Connecticut

Birth record

Daniel Booth's wife

probably Connecticut

Death record

Daniel Booth's wife

Ohio

Death record

Obituary

Daniel Booth

Daniel Booth

probably Ohio

Ohio

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Daniel Booth

* Settled at Hambden township in 1811 with sons
Daniel Booth and Marvin Booth

* Died at Geauga County in 1816

 Administration recorded in March 1816
— Administrators: Daniel Booth and Marvin Booth
— Sureties: Hosea King and Jonathan Allen

— Appraisers: Anson Pease, Ichabod Pomeroy, and
Isaac Pease
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Identify Indivi

* Who are they?
— Early settlers of

duals

Hambden |
— Neighbors

Caanl
B Seovilll |

l MW Stane
Sdd

s64

—F
SR
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Identify Individuals

* Where are they from?

— Anson Pease, Jonathan
Allen, Hosea King - -
Enfield, Connecticut |

— Isaac Pease - &
Connecticut
|-
— Ichabod Pomeroy - 1 & /0 * |
Southampton, R . . - At O
1 T, c : redBll i oy

fropye

Massachusetts @

— = o
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Daniel Booth

 Account administration recorded in March 1817
 Heirs of Daniel Booth

* Orsamus Booth * Aseneth Booth

* Dorothy Pomeroy * Ransom Billings
* Lydia Booth * Almon Booth

* Olive Lampson
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Update Your Research Log

N d iant
Source amv'e (and varian Dates examined |Place Relevant Record |Notes
spellings)
Probate, Wills, and Other Court Records
Heirs of Daniel Booth:Orsamus Booth
Dorothy Pomeroy
Lydia Boott
Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; . Y_L 14 BOOtR
_ . Booth March 1817 Geauga County, Ohio ves Olive Lampson
Probates Index 1805-1917 <family search> ’ y
’ Aseneth Booth
Ransom Billings
Almon Booth
Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; .
Bootl G C , OF
Probates Index 1806-1845 vol. 1 <family search> oot eauga County, Ohio
Land Records
Township 9, R 7 (153 acres, 130
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio yes ET';IS ip 9, Range 7 (153 acres
’ ’ ’ rods
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves Lot 11 (121 acres, 64 rods)
. . . Part of Lot 8 and part of Lot 7 (161
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves
! ! y acres, 144 rods)
Lot 28, Township 10, R 6 (396
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves © ownsiip Range 6 (
! ! y acres, 30 rods)
Vital Records
Birth record Daniel Booth probably Connecticut
Marriage record ?? probably Connecticut
Birth record Daniel Booth's wife probably Connecticut
Death record Daniel Booth's wife Ohio
Death record Daniel Booth probably Ohio
» Ransom Billings_Laura Devan Daniel Booth | Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr Ann DeVan Billings ... (+) Kl
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QUESTIONS?
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

e Ransom Bil

e Ransom Bil

Checking in!

ings was the heir of Daniel Booth

ings settled at Hambden in Geauga

County by 1824; Married at Geauga County, Ohio,
23 August 1831, Laura Devan and died at
Ashtabula County, Ohio in 1861

* Daniel Booth settled at Hambden township in
1811 with sons Daniel Booth and Marvin Booth

* Likely the Booth and Billings family is from
Enfield, Connecticut
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Keep Updating Your Research Log!

Source

Probate, Wills, and Other Court Records

Name (and variant
spellings)

Dates examined

Place

Relevant Record

Notes

Heirs of Daniel Booth:Orsamus Booth

Deorothy Pomeroy
Lydia Bootl
Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga; . Y_L 1a Booth
_ . g Booth March 1817 Geauga County, Ohio ves Olive Lampson
Probates Index 1805-1917 <family search> / 4
’ Aseneth Booth
Ransom Billings
Almon Booth
Ohio Probate Records, 1789-1996; Geauga;
! ! ! Booth G C , Ohi
Probates Index 1806-1845 vol. 1 <family search> oot cauga County, Ohio
Land Records
Township 9, R 7 (153 acres, 130
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio yes D:\';IS ip 9, Range 7 (153 acres
’ ’ ’ rods
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves Lot 11 (121 acres, 64 rods)
. . . Part of Lot 8 and part of Lot 7 (161
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio ves
/ ! ! acres, 144 rods)
Lot 28, Township 10, R 6 (396
Geauga County, Ohio, Deeds, all volumes Daniel Booth before 1824 Geauga County, Ohio yes © ownstup Range 6 (

acres, 30 rods)

Vital Records

Birth record

Daniel Booth

probably Connecticut

Marriage record

??

probably Connecticut

Birth record

Daniel Booth's wife

probably Connecticut

Death record

Daniel Booth's wife

Ohio

Death record
b Ransom Billings_Laura Devan

Daniel Booth

Daniel Booth

Louisa M. Billings_Carlos Sperr

probably Ohio

Ann DeVan Billings ... 3 : [4]
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Daniel Booth of Enfield

 Daniel Booth was born at Enfield, Connecticut on
22 May 1744

 He married at Enfield, Connecticut on 28 June
1779, Dorcas Bradley

* He died at Geauga County, Ohio in 1816.
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Booth children born at Enfield

1.

2.

3.

Dorcas Booth, b. 8 February 1780

Lydia Booth, b. 8 January 1781

Aseneth Booth, b. 9 April 1784

Marvin Booth, b. 11 December 1789

Olive Booth, b. 24 January 1792

Dorothy Booth, b. 26 May 1794; she m. Ichabod Pomeroy
Almon Booth, b. 22 July 1795

Orasamus Booth, b. 30 August 1798
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Who is Ransom’s mother?

Ransom son of Dorcas Booth Jr. born January 29, 1802
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Chain Migration

* Booth, Pease, Allen, and King families of Enfield
settled in Hambden township

y D o | 0 2 4 6 8 10Kilometers N
— I 7T I —— —-——
] llf SUFHELD T,I, qi“ HJ.-".J]I I , : I E | Q\&Q%
_ -l- Suftield [y L=~ J-'H?!lllﬂ 0 2 4 6 8 10Miles o
2 ' &, |

o - Y AT LY BTy |
'\fl.] T II|'“=.___ _JI.}L]}{ItI: ot M|- I ':}--“-"-1-1]

Brooky™y/ J Y[ S JenreLd | HAMBDEN |MONTVILLE
GRANBY oy Eh._lT.'_ [y

TEL]]H‘-]]]-:_ / GRANBY [Windsord—72—"""

A .
RETE: r’\?%\ / “‘Li“ki &5 f,-" q} 0 2 || CHESTER AQUILLA o
SIMSE - f IR _ L Chesterland|  MUNSON | &) S
- A wWinpsoRv S £ o == | e CLARIDON | (&<
IH| A2/ J | Broad L—"T-" 0 -
|3 S !/ BLooi H]t:}liijﬁ T BURTON | MIDDLE-
‘ o [ BLOOM-T SOUTH | "o | NewBuRY | £3 Ul

n?- FIELD / WINDSOR et

. | RUSSELL| soutH

) i - -
-T" I| ﬁ"f__ | Blue rl |'/ Central rw-— RUSSELL" BURTON MIDDLEFIELD
I —7"] Hills™={ { Manchester_—7 = oo

Weatogue 1 | “\\‘;i'/’ ainbridge

llimxﬁill : — | L) | AUBURN | TROY | PARKMAN
all '“ W Fast | ¢ __.} { BAINBRIDGE

— Hart- Mo+ s kimnirsTrrn E

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

67




Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Ransom Billings

* Born at Enfield on 2 January 1802 to Dorcas
Booth and an unknown father

* Migrated

to Geauga County with extended family

* Orphaned by 1814; appointed guardian was native

of Enfield

e Listed as

heir in 1816 probate proceedings of

grandfather, Daniel Booth
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Class 1: Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice

Chain Migration

* Most of our ancestors participated in chain
migration
— Followed others from home to new destination

— Migrated with new neighbors to another
destination (New England to Midwest)

* Use chain migration patterns to uncover origins

Immigrant Family/Neighbor New destination

- = o)
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Final Thoughts

* Identify Family, Associates, and Neighbors

— Determine relationships and origins of each

* Learn about community

— Who settled there? Why did they settle there?
Following family or neighbors? Job opportunity?

e Be creative!
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Review the Steps

1. Organize your previous research into an annotated
research log

Look for missing information and identify your goal
Who'’s your EA.N club?

List the records that will aid in your research

Locate the resources

Research!

N S Uos WD

Analyze and make your conclusions
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Lessons Learned

* Important to understand the historical and
cultural context of your ancestors

* Stay the Course and Be Methodical!

* Write it Down (even if it's boring)!
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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Finding Origins 2022

Thank you for registering for the online course, Finding Origins: Cluster Research in Practice!

One of the most common—and important—questions a family historian asks is “where did my ancestors come from?” The answer to
this question can open your research to new records, relatives, and stories. Whether you can’t find your ancestor before a certain time,
want to know exactly where in the old country they're from, or desire to visit the ancestral homestead, this three-week online course
will demonstrate how cluster research can answer this age-old question. Using several case studies, we will present a step-by-step
approach to organizing, researching, and resolving your quest to find origins.

This course includes three 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth q&a
sessions with the instructors. These recordings and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

Click here to join the live broadcasts: https://zoom.us/j/92672045564

If you are unable to attend the live session, you will be able to watch the recordings on this course page.

COURSE SCHEDUILE

November 2 - Class 1: Ancestors on the Move
Presented by Lindsay Fulton

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-origins-2022
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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