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Meet today’s presenter

Sheilagh Doerfler
Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• History of New Netherland
• Sources
• Common Problems and Strategies
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Voice of
Sheilagh Doerfler
Genealogist
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History of 
New Netherland
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New Netherland
• Dutch colony from

1614–1664

• Spanned parts of
New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania,
Connecticut, and
Delaware
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Beginnings
• 1609 - Henry Hudson, on behalf of Dutch East

India Company, discovers New York Bay and the
Hudson River

• After 1609 – Fur trading posts
established

• 1621 - Dutch West India
Company granted control
of New Netherland
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Early Settlements
• Albany
– Fort Nassau – 1614
– Fort Orange – 1624

• Manhattan
– New Amsterdam – 1625

• Delaware
– Swaanendael - 1631

• Hartford, Connecticut
– Fort Good Hope – 1633
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Dutch West India Company
• Company of Dutch merchants and other investors

• Charter allows for governance and administration
of large swath of territory in Western Hemisphere
– South America
– Caribbean
– New Netherland
– Parts of Africa
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Dutch West India Company
• Tight control of New Netherland
– Initial monopoly on fur trade
– Controlled land allocation
– Municipal government not granted until 1640s
– Sponsorship of Dutch Reformed Church
• Other religions denied official status
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New Amsterdam
• 1625 – Small group 

settles southern tip 
of Manhattan
– Protect interests 

in North America

• 1626 – Fort 
Amsterdam 
construction 
begins
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Population Grows
• 1628 – Population grows to 270 people in New 

Amsterdam
– New Amsterdam becomes capital of New 

Netherland in 1625

• 1629 – Dutch West India Company established 
patroonships (private farming community)
– Sought to increase population
– Company member who brought 50 colonists over 

age of 15 awarded land 
– Policy failed 
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Conflict
• 1630s–1640s – Conflict with Native Peoples
– Kieft’s War (1643–1645)
– Continued conflicts with Native People in ensuing

years

• Reduces population: settlers killed, removed
north, or returned to Netherlands

• Discourages new settlers

• Colony left in disarray
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Peter Stuyvesant
• 1647 – Peter Stuyvesant 

named Director General

• Seeks to build 
infrastructure

• Strengthens and 
stabilizes colony 
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First Anglo-Dutch War, 1652–1654
• 1651 Navigation Act
– All goods imported to England must be delivered

by English ships
– Cuts Dutch out of English sea trade

• Several battles ensue
– Ended by Treaty of Westminster

• Prelude to future conflicts
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Late 1650s
• Population grows under stable leadership
– Transformation from trading post to colony

• Commercial growth

• International trade

• Wars with Munsee
and Esopus Tribes
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English Control
• August 1664 – Three English frigates sail into

New York Harbor and demand surrender

• Stuyvesant turns over colony
– Depleted numbers
– Not willing to fight

• British take control of New Netherland
– 1673-4 – Dutch reclaim colony for one year
– 1674 – British take back New Netherland
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New Netherland under the English
• Cohabitation between Dutch and English

• Continued immigration of diverse population

• New York City becomes international trading port
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New Netherland 
Records
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New Netherland Records
• Many available collections
– Overwhelming
– Use guides to determine relevant collections/sources

• Published transcriptions
– Don't reinvent the wheel!

• Search journals and published collections
– Is my family featured?

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Guides
• Gwenn F. Epperson, New Netherland Roots,

(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1944)

• Anne Sibert Buiter, New York Under the Dutch:
Focus on Migration and Immigration, (New York:
NYG&B, 2020)

• Charles Gehring, A Guide to Dutch Manuscripts
Relating to New Netherland
– (https://www.newnetherlandinstitute.org/files/9913

/9774/5174/Guide_to_Dutch_Manuscripts.pdf)
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Guides
• Henry B. Hoff, “Researching New York Dutch 

Families: A Checklist Approach,” The New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Record Newsletter, 
Vol 7, p. 12-14

• Edmund B. O’Callaghan, Calendar of Historical 
Manuscripts in the Office of the Secretary of State, 
Albany, NY (Albany: Weed, Parsons, & Co., 1865)
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Guides
• New Netherland Institute

https://www.newnetherlandinstitute.org/

• New Netherland Research Center – Research
Collections Related to the Dutch Colonial Period
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/newnetherland/collection
s.htm
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Reformed Dutch Church
• Sponsored religion of New Netherland
– Only denomination permitted to hold public service

• Always search Reformed Dutch records
– Members of other religions marry and baptize 

children within Reformed Dutch Church 

• First services held at New Amsterdam in 1628
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Early Congregations
• New Amsterdam
– Collegiate Church 

(1628); Records 
begin in 1639

• Albany
– First Church (1642)

• Bergen (NJ)
– Old Bergen (1660)

• Brooklyn
– Bushwick (1654)
– Flatbush Dutch (1654)
– Flatlands (1654)
– Gravesend (1655)

http://images.rca.org/docs/archives/chronocongregations.pdf
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• Baptized 1 November 
1648 in New Amsterdam

• Daughter of Abraham 
Isaacszen Planck

• Witnesses: Jan Vinge, Olof 
Stephenszen Van Courlt., 
Judith Stuyvesants

Baptism of Hillegond Planck - 1648
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NY Genealogical and Biographical Record
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Ancestry.com
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Witnesses
• Often close family, friends, or associates

• Always identify and confirm identities
– Can prove origins
– Differentiate individuals with the same name
– Uncover chain migration
– Affiliations in New Amsterdam
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Marriages
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Where can I find records?
• U.S., Dutch Reformed Church Records in Selected 

States, 1639–1989 – Ancestry

• Transcriptions in The New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Record

• FamilySearch.org

• AmericanAncestors.org

• Published collections
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Probate Records 
• Early wills recorded by notaries or aldermen
– Until the 1680s
– Not all survive

• Some wills recorded in deed books
– Especially true of English settlements

• Many early wills recorded in Surrogate’s Court 
of New York
– Post-English rule
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Probate Records
• Register of the Provincial Secretary
– 1648-1660

• Legal documents
– Inventories
– Wills
– Power of attorney

• New York Historical Manuscripts/Dutch/New 
Netherland Document Series  – Volume 3

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Will of Roeloff Roeloffsen - 1639

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 34



Notarial Records
• Notarial Records
– Some wills recorded at Amsterdam and Rotterdam

before departure
– Noord-Amerika Chronologie (North America

Chronology) – 1598-1750
– Also known as Simon Hart Chronology
• New York State Library

• Abstracts found in New Netherland Connections
• Volumes 4 and 5
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newnetherlandinstitute.org/research/online-publications/

Simon Hart Chronology
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archief.amsterdam/inventarissen/search/context/withscans/0/start/0/limit/10/fli
mit/

Municipal Archives Amsterdam
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Notarial Records
• Labor contracts
– Origins
– Destination

• Dutch West India Company Soldiers/Sailors

• Marriage contracts

• Passenger records

• Vital record replacements
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New Netherland Connections
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QUESTIONS?
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New York Historical Manuscripts
• Dutch/New Netherland Document Series

• Organized by Edmund Bailey O’Callaghan in 
19th century

• O’Callaghan reorganized collection into 23 vols. 
– Calendar of Historical Manuscripts in the Office of 

the Secretary of State, Albany, NY
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Dutch West India Company 
• WIC records destroyed in The Netherlands in 1821

• Majority of WIC records concerning New 
Netherland housed in New York
– Part of New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch/New 

Netherland Document Series 
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New York Historical Manuscripts
• Volumes 1-3: Register of the Provincial Secretary’s 

Office, 1638-1662

• Volumes 4-10: Council Minutes, 1638-1665

• Volumes 11-15: Correspondence, 1646-1664

• Volume 16: Ordinances, Writs of Appeal and Fort 
Orange Records, 1647-1664
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New York Historical Manuscripts
• Volume 17: Curacao Papers, 1640-1665

• Volumes 18-21: Delaware Papers, 1645-1681

• Volumes GG, HH: Land Papers (Patents and Deeds), 
1630-1664
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Registry of Provincial Secretary
• Volumes 1-3: Register of the Provincial

Secretary’s Office, 1638-1662
– Deeds
– Leases
– Contracts
– Wills
– Estate inventories
– Marriage contracts
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newnetherlandinstitute.org/research/online-
publications/
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Council Minutes
• Volumes 4-10: Council Minutes, 1638-1665
– Appointments
– Proclamations
– Powers of Attorney
– Indictments
– Summonses
– Sentences
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Council Minutes, September 1654
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Patents and Deeds
• Volumes GG, HH: Land Papers (Patents and 

Deeds), 1630-1664
– Land patents
– Deeds and transactions
– Deeds recorded between Dutch and Native People
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Volume II, Land Papers
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Land Records
• Index to the Public Records of the County of 

Albany, State of New York, 1630-1894
– Grantees, Grantors, Mortgagors, etc.
– AmericanAncestors.org

• I.N. Phelps Stokes, Iconography of New York, (New 
York: Robert H. Dodd), 1915
– Vol 1 - Early New Amsterdam deeds
– Available on Archive.org
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Orphanmasters Court
• Protected interests of orphaned children

• Records provide parentage and property owned
by family

• Minutes of the Orphanmasters of New Amsterdam,
1655-1663
– FamilySearch
– New York Genealogical and Biographical Society
• Searchable database
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Minutes of the Court of 
Burgomasters and Schepens

• Court of Burogmasters and Schepens comprised of 
officials
– Burgomasters – Chief administrator
– Schepens – Judicial authority
– Schout – City attorney

• Berthold Fernow, The Records of New Amsterdam 
from 1653 to 1674, (New York: Knickerbocker Press, 
1897)
– Ancestry.com
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Passenger Lists
• Harold Lancour, A Bibliography of Ship Passenger 

Lists, 1538-1825, (New York: New York Public 
Library, 1963)
– Also includes many settlers lists, particularly for 

Rensselaerswyck

• Available on Archive.org
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A Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists, 
1538-1825
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WIC Account Books
• Appears in Volume 14 (Correspondence) of 

Dutch/New Netherland Document Series
– Incomplete lists
– Name of ship
– Captain
– Head of household
– Date

• Records passengers coming on credit
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WIC Account Books
• Arnold J.F. Van Laer, “Passengers to New 

Netherland, Year Book of the Holland Society 1902, 
(New York: Knickerbocker Press, 1902)

• Rosalie Fellows Bailey, “Emigrants to New 
Netherland: Account Book 1654-1664,” New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Record, Vol. 94, p. 
193-200
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Published Sources
• David M. Riker, Genealogical and Biographical 

Directory to Persons in New Netherland, from 1613 
to 1674, (Salem, Mass.: Higginson Book Co., 2000)

• Edwin R. Purple, Contributions to the History of 
Ancient Families of New Amsterdam and New York, 
(Boston: NEHGS, 2013)

• Edmund Bailey O’Callaghan, The Register of New 
Netherland, 1626-1674, (Albany: J. Munsell, 1865)
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Published Sources
• New Netherland Connections
– AmericanAncestors.org

• The American Genealogist
– AmericanAncestors.org

• New York Genealogical and Biographical Record
– AmericanAncestors.org

• de Haelve Maen Journal
– Hollandsociety.org
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Indexes 
• Jean D. Worden, The American Genealogist Index 

to Subjects in Volume 1-60, (Franklin, Ohio: Jean 
D. Worden, 1985)

• Jean D. Worden, The New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Record Master Index 1870-1982, 
(Franklin, Ohio: Jean D. Worden, 1983)
– Expanded to 1990
– https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/searching-

nygb-record
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How can I identify quality 
published sources?

• Published genealogies
– Look for well-cited sources
– Read the footnotes
– Seek experienced authors

• Using and Evaluating Published Genealogies 
by Alicia Crane Williams
– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnBx3V4PpIA
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QUESTIONS?
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English Rule 

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 73



English Control
• British take control of 

New Netherland in 1664
– 1673-4 – Dutch 

reclaim colony for 
one year

– 1674 – British take 
back New Netherland 
permanently
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English Judicial System
• Established in 1665
– Court of Assizes: Ruled over inferior courts
– Courts of Sessions: Criminal and civil cases
– Mayor’s Court of New York: Continuation of Court 

of Burogmasters and Schepens

• System lasted until 1683

• FamilySearch.org

• Ancestry.com

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 75



Land Records
• Post-English rule - 1664
– Manors and Patents granted to proprietors
– Deeds and leases recorded within manor/patent 

system

• Town records

• Some pre-1683 deeds can be found at county level
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Manors and Patents
• Did my ancestor live on a manor or a patent?
– Identify specific residence
– Learn about community

• Patents of the State of New York - FamilySearch
– Grantee index

• New York Family History Research Guide and 
Gazetteer, (New York: New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Society, 2015)
– Best source
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County Records
• County system established in 1683

• Creation of New York County
– Land records
– Surrogate’s Court records (Probate) 
– County court records
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Where can I find records?
• AmericanAncestors.org

• FamilySearch.org

• New York State Archives

• New York State Library 

• New York Public Library

• New York Municipal Archives
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Common Problems 
and Strategies
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Language and Handwriting
• Use published transcriptions when possible

• Dutch Handwriting
– https://script.byu.edu/Pages/the-dutch-documents-

pages/du-overview(English)

• Dutch Genealogist Word List
– https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Dutch_Gen

ealogical_Word_List
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Varying Surnames
• Patronymics
– Son of Jan = Jansen, Jansz (abbreviation)

• Nickname based on trade
– de Smit = the Smith

• Nickname based on personality or appearance
– de Jonge = the Young One

• Surname based on origins
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Pieter Adriaensz Van Woggelum
• First recorded as Pieter Adriaensz in 1652
– Patronymics: Son of Adriaen

• Also referred to as Pieter Adriaensz Gemackelyck
and Macklick
– Personality: Easy going

• Later adopted surname of Van Woggelum
– Origins: Likely reference to village of Woggelum in 

The Netherlands
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Varying Given Names
• Alternatives and diminutives often used

• Dutch names could be Anglicized 

• English versions of Dutch given names
– https://www.dutchgenealogy.nl/english-versions-

of-dutch-first-names/

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 86



Common Names
• Make timelines for each person

• Use sources to differentiate individuals

• Examine sources like Riker’s Genealogical and 
Biographical Directory to Persons in New 
Netherland, from 1613 to 1674
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Tip
Women retained 
maiden names
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Maiden Names
• After marriage, Dutch women often retained 

maiden names

• Helps to accurately identify records for ancestors 
with common or varying names
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Naming Pattern
• First son named after paternal grandfather

• Second son named after maternal grandfather

• First daughter named after paternal grandmother

• Second daughter named after maternal 
grandmother

• Subsequent children named after deceased 
children
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Naming Pattern Caveats
• Your family may not be Dutch

• Not all Dutch families followed traditional 
naming patterns

• Not enough children born to establish a pattern
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Naming Resources
• Rosalie Bailey, “Dutch Systems in Family Naming: 

New York and New Jersey,” National Genealogical 
Society Quarterly, (Washington, D.C.: National 
Genealogical Society, 1954), No. 12

• Kenn Stryker-Rodda, “New Netherland Naming 
Systems and Customs,” World Conference on 
Records and Genealogical Seminar (Salt Lake 
City: FamilySearch International, 1969)

Class 1: New York City Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 92



FAN Club
• Family

• Associates

• Neighbors

• Helps to identify your ancestor despite many 
common problems
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Family
• Analyze marriage and baptismal records to obtain 

sponsors

• Research each sponsor
– Who are they?
– How are they connected to my family?

• Did my ancestor serve as witness or sponsor?

• Brothers? Sisters?
– Who did they interact with?
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Baptism of Elsje, 1671
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Baptism of Fytie, 1669
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Associates
• Who did your ancestor buy and sell land from?

• Do business with?

• Employers may have hired employees from home 
to work in New Amsterdam
– Servants
– Farmhands
– Apprentices
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Tip
Check court records!
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Court Records
• Settlers of New 

Amsterdam were 
litigious!

• Can offer clues about 
associations 

• Family disputes

• Rich record collection
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Neighbors
• May be family members

• Can help to identify your ancestor despite varying 
given names and surnames

• Neighbors’ deeds can provide detail about your 
ancestor’s property
– Description
– Prior ownership
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What about my non-Dutch ancestor?
• Always search Dutch Reformed Church records

• Identify record collections for other 
denominations
– Use guides 
– When do they begin?
– Where are they housed?

• Utilize same resources and strategies
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Conclusion 
• Consult journals and published collections first
– Has my family been highlighted?

• Use guides to identify relevant collections

• Use original sources and published sources together

• Identify FAN Club

• Stay organized
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/new-york-city-research-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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