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David Allen Lambert
October 2022

Military and Pension Files

Navigating our 
Nation's Federal 
Records 

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Revolutionary War
• War of 1812
• Civil War
• World War I
• World War II
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Voice of 
David Allen Lambert 
Chief Genealogist 

Revolutionary War

Service Records and 
Muster Rolls
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https://www.fold3.com/publication/470/revolutionary-war-service-records

https://www.fold3.com/publication/469/revolutionary-war-rolls

Going from 
Published Accounts to

Muster Rolls
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Mass. Soldiers & Sailors 
The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the 

Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s 
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah 
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council 
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers 
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army; 
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not 
given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed by men 
belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse 
of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of 
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in 
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported 
commissioned June 26, 1777. 

Looking for the Sources
• Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. 

Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of 
April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of militia officers 
who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, 
Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be 
commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of companies under 
command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army; 
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. 
[year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, 
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks 
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel 
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be 
commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that 
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777. 

Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Volume: 13 - Page: 43

Capt. Jonathan Poor

Citing the Primary Source
• Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company 

of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) 
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 
1775; service, 6 days”[1]
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Citing the Primary Source
• Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) 

of the Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls 
1775, 13:43. [FHL US/CAN Film # 1906243].  
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.

https://www.fold3.com/publication/789/revolutionary-war-service-records-navy

Pensions
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Pension Timeline

Half pay for officers and men 
disabled in the service and 
were incapable of earning a 
living.

1776

Half pay for 7 yrs. To widows and 
orphans of officers.

1780

Pensions allowed to veterans of 
State troops and militia for the 
first time.

1806

Pensions for life based on a 
period of 9 mos. or until the end 
of the war.

1818

Pension Timeline

Certified inventories of 
pensioner’s estate and income 
were required.

1820

Pensions granted to those with 
service less than 6 mos.

1832

Widows were authorized 
pensions for 5 yrs. if they had 
married the veteran before 
1794.

1838

Widows were authorized 
pensions for life if they had 
married the veteran before 
1800.

1848

Pension Timeline

All widows restrictions were 
eliminated.

1853

Daniel F. Bakeman last pensioner 
dies.

1869

Widows authorized pensions 
for life if the veteran only 
served 2 weeks.

1878

Esther (Sumner) Damon the last 
widow to collect a pension dies 
in Vermont.

1906
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https://www.fold3.com/publication/467/revolutionary-war-pensions

www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com
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Joshua Whitney Pension File

Joshua Whitney Pension File

Joshua Whitney Pension File

25

26

27



Class 2: Military and Pension Files 10/3/2022

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, 
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue 
Family Learning Center 10

Joshua Whitney Pension File

Joshua Whitney Pension File

https://www.fold3.com/publication/654/final-payment-vouchers-index-for-military-pensions-1818-1864
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QUESTIONS?

War of 1812
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Service Records

Original Records at NARA
• War of 1812 Compiled Military Service Record 

NARA M602 part of Record Group (RG 94) 
Records of the Adjutant’s General’s Office.

War of 1812  Compiled Service Record 
(NARA M602)
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CMSR – M602
• Compiled primarily from Federal and State 

Muster Rolls.

• Pay orders and pay vouchers.

• Misc. Federal & State military documents.

• Contains the name, rank and unit for the veteran.

Tip
Louisiana, Mississippi, 

N. Carolina & S. Carolina
are not in M602

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1916219
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FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org
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Tip
Check for multiple

enlistments 

U.S. Navy Records

NARA RG 45
Naval Records Collection of the Office of Naval 
Records and Library, 1775-1910.

• Muster Rolls and Payrolls of Vessels 1779-1885.

• Muster Rolls and Payrolls of Shore Establishments 
of the U.S. Navy, 1800-1842.
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https://www.archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/navy.html

U.S.M.C. Records

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1089/
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Ancestry.com

www.ancestry.com

www.ancestry.com
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Pension Research

Pension Guidelines

Acts of Congress in 
1871 and 1878

Acts of Congress in 
1871 and 1878

Service of 14 days or 
any engagement of 

battle

Service of 14 days or 
any engagement of 

battle

1905: Hiram Cronk 
collects the last pension 

for a veteran.

1905: Hiram Cronk 
collects the last pension 

for a veteran.

1936:  Lydia Ann 
(Kimble) Graham 
collector of the last 

widows pension dies at 
the age of 97.

1936:  Lydia Ann 
(Kimble) Graham 
collector of the last 

widows pension dies at 
the age of 97.

War of 1812 Pension Record 
(NARA M313)

• Application of veteran or widow

• Proof of service

• Affidavits relating to claim

• Correspondence from veteran

• Receipts 

• Genealogical information, 
e.g. death certificate

52

53

54



Class 2: Military and Pension Files 10/3/2022

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, 
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue 
Family Learning Center 19

https://www.fold3.com/publication/761/war-of-1812-pension-files

Fold3.com
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Tip

Look for pensions of fellow 
soldiers of your ancestor

QUESTIONS?

Civil War
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Service Records

https://nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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NATF-86 order form

https://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records.html

Company Muster Roll
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Pensions

Pension files
• Held at National Archives

• T288 Index

• T289 Index

Variety of Pensions
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Invalid Pension

Widow

Mother or Father’s Pension
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Remarried Widow

Invalid, Widow, and Minor Child

Requesting Copies

Email: Inquire@arch2.nara.gov

Visit www.nara.gov
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NATF-85 order form

https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/start.swe

Typical Pension file papers
• Declaration for pension and 

pension application

• Certificate of disability

• Surgeon’s certificate with disability 
description (form and sketch)

• Questionnaires (Form 3-447 used 
before 1902; Form 3-389; widow 
questionnaire)

• Affidavits (for and against the 
pensioner)

• Correspondence

• Bills and receipts
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Declaration for Invalid Pension
and Increase for Pension Forms

• Includes a form and sketch 
describing disability

• Form provides:
– Date of examination
– Name and rank of claimant
– Claimant’s post office address
– Cause of disability
– If a pensioner, the amount 

of pension
– Claimant’s statement 
– Full description of disabilities

Surgeon’s certificate

Questionnaire Form 3-447
• Used before 1902
• Genealogical goldmine of information
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Form 3-447 asks:
When were you born ?
Where were you born ?
When did you enlist ?
Where did you enlist ?
Where had you lived before you  

enlisted ?
What was your post office address 

at enlistment ?
What was your occupation at 

enlistment ?
When were you discharged ?
Where were you discharged ?
Where have you lived since 
discharge? Give dates, as nearly 
as possible, of any changes of 
residence.

What is your present occupation ?
Physical description
What is your height ? (feet. & inches) 
Your weight ?
The color of your eyes ?  
The color of your hair ?
Your complexion ?
Are there any permanent marks or scars 

on your person? If so, describe.

What is your full name ? Please write it 
on the line below, in ink, in the 
manner in which you are 
accustomed to sign it, in the 
presence of two witnesses who 
can write.

Questionnaire Form 3-389
• Used as of 1915

Form 3-389 asks:
Date and Place of Birth; The name of Organization in which you served ?
What was your post office at Enlistment ?
State your wife’s full name and her maiden name.
When, where and by whom were you married? 
Is there any official or church record of your marriage ?; If so, where ?
Were you previously married ? If so, state the name of your former wife, the date 

of  the marriage, and the date and place of her death or divorce. If there 
was more than one previous marriage, let your answer include all 
former wives.

If your present wife was married before her marriage to you state the name of 
her former husband, the date of such marriage and the date and place of 
his death or divorce, and state whether he ever rendered any military or 
naval service, and if so, give name of the organization in when he 
served. If she was married more than once before her marriage, to you, 
let your answer include all former husbands.

Are you now living with your wife, or has there been a separation?
State the names and dates of birth of all your children, living or dead.
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Widow’s pension
• After Sept. 8, 1916, accompanied

by a questionnaire asking:
– Widow’s certificate no.
– Name of soldier (or sailor)
– Service of soldier (or sailor)

“Sir:  I am pensioned under the above 
certificate number, because of the service of the 
soldier (or sailor) named.  I was his wife during 

the Civil War.  I am ___ years of age, having 
been born _______ at ________.  I am entitled 
to the increase of pension provided by the first 

section of the Act of September 8, 1916.”

Affidavits & Correspondence
• Sworn statements regarding the legitimacy of the 

veteran’s claim; expressing the need of pension or 
disability

• Provided by fellow soldiers, doctors, state and 
federal soldiers’ home, or neighbors

• Guardian declaration for minor child pension
• Letters from veteran or his family regarding        

application for pension 
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Bills and receipts
• Bills and Receipts for the veteran and his widow 

billable to the Pension Office
• Last payment to the veteran or widower
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Tips when visiting
NARA in Washington, D.C.

• Copy all application and certificate numbers 
carefully on your slips.

• Turn in slips on a regular basis if you have many 
requests.

• COPY THE ENTIRE FILE!! – sort later

• Don’t forget the wrappers sheets

Making sense of the paperwork
• Sort copies out in chronological order

• Make sure front and back is together

• Make another set of your copies and work with 
the original set only when needed
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https://www.fold3.com/publication/120/navy-survivors-certificates

https://www.fold3.com/publication/120/navy-widows-certificates

Confederate Veterans
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Confederate Service Records

Military service index: CWSS 
& FamilySearch.org
Military service index: CWSS 
& FamilySearch.org

Service records for the CSA 
on Ancestry & Fold3
Service records for the CSA 
on Ancestry & Fold3

Confederate Pension Records

FamilySearch.org: Arkansas, Florida, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and Tennessee.

State repositories maintain the 
original records.

Not located at the National Archives.

www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate/pension.html
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http://vault.georgiaarchives.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/TestApps
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QUESTIONS?
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WWI

Did they serve or register for 
the WWI Draft?

1930 U.S. Federal Census
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Connecticut Military Census of 1917

Did they enlist before April 6, 1917?

• Canadian Army “The American Legion” C.E.F. 97th

Overseas Battalion

• French Air Force – Lafayette Escadrille

Selective Service and 
the Draft of 1917
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Selective Service
• 1914: U.S. Army consists of 127,588 active

• 1914: National Guardsmen 181,620 active

• May 18, 1917: Selective Service Act was passed.

• At the end of 1917 the Army had ½ million 
draftees and 233,000 volunteers.

• 1917-1918: 24 million men born between 1873 
and 1900 filled Draft registration cards.

Draft Registration Cards

Draft Registrations
• First Registration - June 5, 1917: For men aged 

21 to 31 (born between June 6, 1886 and June 5, 
1896).

• Second Registration - June 5, 1918: For men 
who had turned 21 since the previous registration 
(born between June 6,1896 and June 5, 1897).  

• August 1918 - An additional registration was 
done for men who turned 21 that year.
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Draft Registrations 
• Third Registration - September 12, 1918: For 

men aged 18 to 21 and 31 to 45 (born between 
Sept 11, 1872 and Sept 12, 1900).

• The Armistice occurs on November 11, 1918.

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
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https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530

Service Records
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U.S. Army

National Personnel Records Center 
(NPRC)

• Fire of July 12, 1973 Destroyed by fire and water:

Army
Enlisted men 1912-1960: Compiled service folders. 
Officers 1917-1960: Compiled service folders.

Air Force
1947-1964 Compiled service folders

Tip
Contact your State Adjutant 

General’s Office for 
WWI & WWII Discharges
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Massachusetts Army Veteran

U.S. Navy & Marines

National Personnel Records Center 
St. Louis, Missouri

• U.S. Navy Officers after 1902

• Enlisted men after 1885

• U.S. Marine Officers after 1895

• Enlisted men after 1904
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https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs.html

www.ancestry.com – NARA T1118

www.ancestry.com
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www.ancestry.com

U.S. Merchant Marines

NARA – RG41
• Merchant seaman lost in WWI, 1914-19

• Recruit enrollment & application 1918-1921

• Applications to serve on Merchants Ships 1918-19

• Seamen’s Protection Certificates, 1918-1919

• Merchant Marine Logbooks (RG 26 – Coast 
Guard)
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www.ancestry.com

U.S. Coast Guard

NARA – RG26
• Muster Rolls, 1833-1932

• Honorable Discharges, 1917-1919

• Personnel and Pay cards, 1917-1921

• Officer personnel files, 1915-1929

• Vessel logbooks, 1915-1947

• Casualty and wreck reports, 1913-1936
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QUESTIONS?

World War II

Draft Registration Cards
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Draft Registrations
• 1st Draft – Oct. 16, 1940: Men born between    

Oct. 17, 1904  and Oct. 16, 1919.

• 2nd Draft – July 1, 1941: Men born between     
Oct. 17, 1919 and July 12, 1920.  Including those 
who forgot to register in 1940.

• 3rd Draft – Feb. 16, 1942: Men born between    
Feb. 17, 1897 and Dec. 31, 1921.

Draft Registrations
• 4th Draft – Apr. 27, 1942: Men born between    

Apr. 28, 1877 and Feb. 16, 1897.

• 5th Draft – June 30, 1942: Men born between     
Jan. 1, 1922 and June 30, 1924.

• 6th Draft – Dec. 11-31, 1942: Men born between    
July 1, 1924 and Dec. 31, 1924. And those 
reaching an 18th birthday on or after Jan. 1, 1943.

• Special Draft – Nov. 16 to Dec. 31 1943. Men 
born after Dec. 31, 1898 and before Jan. 1, 1926.

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1339071
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https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1339071

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1339071

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1339071
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4th Draft Registration 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/
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WWII Draft Card "Young Men"

U.S. Army

Service Records
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Army Veteran - Massachusetts

Army veteran - Massachusetts

Separation Report – Army
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8939/

www.ancestry.com

www.ancestry.com (Print Version)
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U.S. Marines

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1089/

U.S. Navy
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Navy Veteran – Massachusetts

Navy Veteran - Massachusetts

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1143/
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www.ancestry.com

www.ancestry.com

www.ancestry.com
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Navy, Coast Guard & Merchant 
Marine Logbooks

Form SF-180
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https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

https://www.americanancestors.org/navigating-our-nations-federal-records-2022

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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