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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Overview

» Federal and State Bounty Land Warrants
— Eligibility and Process
— Finding That Paper
— The Land
— War of 1812 Bounty Land
— Later Bounty Land Acts

* Land Entry Case Files
— Using the Bureau of Land Management GLO Web Site
— Locating Tract Books on FamilySearch
— Requesting Land Entry Case Files from the National Archives

* Homesteading
— Did Your Ancestor Have a Homestead?
— Locating Homestead Records on Ancestry
— Black Homesteaders
— Strategies for Using Land Entry Case Files

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Bounty Land
Warrants
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States WITHOUT Bounty Land

e Colonies:
— New Hampshire
— Rhode Island
— New Jersey
— Delaware

— Connecticut

* Independent
— Republic of Vermont




Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

First the Promise

To enlistees in the Continental Army:

That Congress make provision for granting lands, in
the following proportions: to the officers and soldiers
who shall so engage in the service, and continue
therein to the close of the war, or until discharged by
Congress, and to the representatives of such officers
and soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy

Congressional Act of 16 September 1776

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Then the Land

g THIRTEEN ORIGINAL STATES, 1783

ad L Robertson,..Lhe. thitteen original-states, 1783, 1898

10



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Acts Authorizing
Bounty Land Warrants

* Bounty Land Acts 1788, 1803, 1806, 1850, 1855.

— These acts awarded land for service

— 1788 allowed soldiers to sell/assign their award to
someone else

— Information about land received under these acts
often combined in Revolutionary War pension
files, if applicable

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

New Survey System

Township Grid N
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©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



'Eligibility and Process



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Did Your Ancestor Serve?

1726-1767 1775-1783 REV WAR
1762-1799 1812-1815 WAR 1812
1796-1831 1846-1848 MEX WAR
1811-1848 1861-1865 CIVIL WAR

1848-1881 1898 SPANISH/AMERICAN

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Eligibility
* Unit: Continental line
* Rank: Soldier or non-commissioned officer
* Duration: Minimum three years of service
* Assignment Allowed: No (changed in 1788)

 State Application Allowed: Yes

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Amount by Rank

Colonel

Lieutenant Colonel
Major

Captain

Lieutenant

Ensign

Private

Resolution: 16 September 1776

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

500 acres
450 acres
400 acres
300 acres
200 acres
150 acres

100 acres
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Process Generated Paper

* Steps

* Federal Agencies

— Secretary of War reviewed applications and issued
warrants

— Treasury Department supervised selection of land and
issued patents

* State Agencies
— Unique to state

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Application

e Serviceman submitted affidavits from
commanding officers or fellow soldiers

* Submitted discharge papers

* If soldier died during service, heirs could file with
documentation that they were legal heirs of the
deceased

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Warrant Authorizing a Survey

e Warrants issued — date of
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Virginia Warrant for William Rice 1783, land in Kentucky
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Patent - 1803
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Assignment

* If soldier with a warrant could not take up
residence, he sold the warrant for cash

* Rules varied by state and over time

* Federal warrants could be assigned beginning in
1738

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Print published 14 Oct 1814 by G. Thompson showing Washington, DC under attack

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Finding Federal Applications and
Warrants

* Destroyed bounty application files have been replaced
by cards

— Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers
of acres granted, date issued, assignee

e National Archives (NARA)

— Applications: M804 Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty Land Warrant Application Files 1800-1900

— Warrants: M829 Revolutionary War Bounty Land

Warrants Used in the U.S. Military District of Ohio and
Related Papers

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

26
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registers of bounty land warrants issued to nom-commissioned officers and privates under congressional resolutions of September 16, 1776, ond subse-
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Finding Your Patriot

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War
Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State
Governments (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1996)

Morse, John. Mass. Sergeant. 10 Sep.
1832. 200 acres to heirs.

Z\ Bockstruck’s book is on Ancestry as “Revolutionary War Bounty Land
©New

VA
g@crla;rojltSenealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading 29

‘;%{ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Exiras Hire an Expert .[:]. ol (9] =

Search > Wills, Probates, Land, Tax & Criminal

Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants
m Match all terms exactly Browse this collection
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Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884 Add to Print List

Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Digital Images

Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Digitized by FamilySearch

International, 2009
Images

Notes

Digital images of originals housed at the Maine State Archives, Augusta, Maine.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations 3
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Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts - Land and property

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film DGS Format
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Land deeds, revolutionary war soldiers, Massachusetts, Mars Hill, book 1, 1829-1884 ranite Hountain nite z_a t_es 5656090 [ O]
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading 31

Patent

Jinow all Ftlen by these Presents, That

I, whose name is undersigned and seal hereunto affixed, appointed an Acext by the

General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to make and execute convey-

ances, agreeably to a resolve of said Court passed the seventeenth day of Jupe, H”Z]\ZH (/u according to a plan of the survey of sfid township made by Charles Turner, Jiior, in

hundred \)d twenty, and puysuant to resolves of said C Jourt passed, //;1’ )"'7‘ 7, // the month of September, eighteen huNred and four, and will more fully appear/n refer-
/ %2.% 72 - 2% /3 /ﬁ I Jien 0(7 e 2 «"/ /f{"f’” Y 2ot ’/ Votgtileenzh /, ence being had to said plan now on file W¢the Land Office.
»/{11 / /77/ 1eazy L(‘?//i’ { eer, /?W/;’/{W’/‘/ ((/11(‘/ C lerends ’/ Pt : i )
[’{/17 ,(*/ /) // ﬁémx 7%‘/“{0; / hﬂ 72t , /4 (;7/ /f 2 é//ﬂ»/"/?’«“’/’/,f y \_} Mabe and to Moly the aforegranted premises to the swit /22¢7 % deuwr/
o ﬂil Gyl £ L v [ rrde Hfzee’y heirs and assigns, to ( their use
do gl\ e, gmnl convey and confirm, and by these presents, in ehalf, of said C um/mu;x; 4nd behoof forever. Iy TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed
weglth, have giv en, granted, conveyed and confir mod unto /’39 ”[’/}’j Z /’/'/’”Z1 my seal this /1 4 // day of "‘99 lomter in the year of our Lord eighteen
/ZL"ﬁ"?”fu( [Cé e ﬂf{ g’ /= “’Lé'/} {’ X }/1/?:/6‘; LT //‘ VA e J//\ hundred and / r/(/ 7 /f//‘ﬂ

¢ - Ve CL. /- _
//zjf[‘(' 118880015 /”/;}/’H. > (/(Mzr/}nf'»wvé// (" /7 ’\’ -//'—(//7*’/"7") “ F 4 /'///”' l“‘ '\'I
= Signed, Sealed and Dol r,,u

,//‘ﬂ ,/ /'()J/}

who enlisted as a Soldier into the American Army to servg

o
/
//f'/./l\ K /7//

. . . . | o ) oS C o
Army, and who did actnally U\e in said / A n= Suffolk, ss. //7 Sk A~ /8 72 'Then the above named GEORGE W. COFFIN
01(1])]‘ d]\(h(n(re(L and to b hLlI\ and as igns, d” the “(r])t TIIIQ dlld interest of sall appeared personally before me, and acknowledged the foregoing instrument by him subscribed, to be his frec
- act and deed in his sid capacity.

“\‘l‘/f’!'/h ~( \)4/2 3

Ltz S Justice of the Peace.
7 :

—

of Washington, in the State of Maine, called MarS>h Ladseling to the

Eastern boundary line of the United States —————— — said lot,con-

Catrliin o

: L
tains two hundred acres, bounded @22 Az A o7 1Th
P 7 7 -
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

BIRTH YEARS | BATTLE YEARS

1726-1767

1762-1799

1796-1831

1811-1848

1848-1881

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

War of 1812 Bounty Land

* Located in present day states of Arkansas, Illinois
and Missouri (Michigan was planned but not

fulfilled)

* First and Second Acts: 24 December 1811 and 11
January 1812 for 160 acres for soldiers and non-
commissioned officers

* Actof 10 December 1814
— Provisions for soldiers enlisting after 1814
— 320 acres of land

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Finding the 1812 Warrant

e NARA Publication

— War of 1812 Military Bounty Land Warrants, 1815-
1858 (M848, 14 rolls)

* Ancestry Database: “U.S., War Bounty Land
Warrants, 1789-1858” (includes M848 and M829
— Ohio Warrants)

* Fold3 Database: “War of 1812 Military Bounty
Land Warrants, 1815

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading 36
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U.S., War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858

Warof 1812 » Index To War of 1812 Military Bounty Land Warrants; 1812 Warrants: 00001-01726 > ALL

www.ancestry.com
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George Colwell

40

i the U.S., War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858
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U.S.; War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858

Warof 1812 ; 1812 Warrants: 01727-28085 > 20121-22382

Eﬂtsuam to the second section of an Jct of Congress,
passed the 6th of May, 1812, authorising the Secretary of War to issue
Land Warrants to the noncommissioned Officers and Soldiers enlisted in
the service of the United States, conformably to the acts of the 24th of
December, 1811, and of the 11th of January, 1812, mf bolwety,

‘h;; o« Srwal . in the company commanded by 4aﬁ/a¢;¢,
oriry A ;‘ra: « - of the dﬂﬁ f Regiment United
States’ oAfrloll, is entitled to ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY
ACRES OF LAND, fo be wwgtomnilcdnuynloadcd
parts of the six millions of acres appropriated by law for the original
“ grantees of such military warrants; and this warrant is not assignable
g or trangferable in any manner whatever.

£ v I it o . -
. AJ‘_&”—,&¢ f’ﬁ"“"j fflt‘t.’j’}hc.,vud&u..
& IS 4. D-muwwww.m

www.ancestry.com



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Later Bounty Land Acts

e 27 July 1842 - Could use 1812 warrant for land outside of the
three areas set aside

* 11 February 1847 - for one year's service in Mexican War, 160
acres

* 28 September 1850 — War of 1812 and Indian Wars
— Nine months of service — 160 acres
— Four months of service — 80 acres
— One month of service — 40 acres

e 22 March 1852 - Removes restriction on assignment for all
warrants

* 3 March 1855 - Extended land benefits to groups previously not
covered, including Native Americans.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Land Entry Case Files



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

What is a land entry case file?

 These are records that document the transfer of
public lands from the U.S. government to private
ownership

* The National Archives holds over 10 million land
entry case files that cover 30 public land states!

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Which States Were Not Included as
Public Land?

* Original 13 colonies

» Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Virginia

* Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas,
Vermont, and West Virginia

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

What Types of Land Entry Case Files
Exist?
* Military Bounty Land Warrants

* Pre-1908 General Land Entry Files
* Post-1908 General Land Entry Files

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Military Bounty Land Warrants

* Filed by the year of the congressional act that
authorized the warrant, number of acres granted,
and warrant number

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Records Before July 1908

* Organized by state, land office, type of entry (ex. Credit,
cash, homestead, timber, and mineral), and final certificate
number

* Large portions of these files are NOT organized by name

e Seven States Index (Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Florida,
Louisiana, Nevada, and Utah)

* Includes Canceled or Relinquished Land Entries

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Records After July 1908

* Regardless or state or type, organized in one large
series by a serial patent number

* The National Archives holds name indices that
include the patent number through the mid
1950's.

* The Bureau of Land Management district office
would need to be contacted for records after mid-
1950's

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

50



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Cash Entry Files

* Most land entries after the Cash Act of 1820 was
passed and before the Homestead Act of 1862
were direct cash purchases

* The purchaser did not have to be a citizen,
provide proof of residency, or improvements on

the land.

* In the 1830's and 1840's, preemption laws
required proof that the entryman met specific
requirements

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Affidavit of Benjamin Wingo (1857)

5 |
No. ? PBSLAND ORFICE, Springield, Mo, 185
I, “7;,““,‘,. ‘ . of m - County,

State of Missouri, being s Fhaerwd man over the age of twenty-one years,
o S E

‘ of Section 23 Township 32 of Range 20 under the et entitled “An aet to graduate and reduce the

bring desiroas of enlering the

price of Pablic Lands to actual settlers and cukivators,” approved August 4th, 1854, do slemoly swear that

I eator the samo for the use of an adjoining farm, o yned by @e, on which [ PeecoCe - Lred have

about é/u; (Afgngr.uin caltivation /64»444“7 /m{ /Clmd fitaated on the

| of Sestion 25 in Township 2% o Range 20 and that, together with said entry, I have not acquired
; from the United States, under the provisioas of said act, more than three hundred and twenty acred, according
to the established rurveys; and further, that said land is not eow in the occupancy of any other actual settler,
whose settlemont thercon cxivted at the date of said law; and farther, that i€ there aball bo an netual soltler
residing cpon #aid land at the date of my entry o(jo same, I bereby relinguish all claim (o the same,

z; {,/d‘:)ku?m._ _C/ mjzp:‘_
, 183

Sworn to and subscribed before me, on the day of

- . i ing Center
©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning
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A

Search Documents Reference Center | Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &

P Search Documents

J Search Documents By Type

Patents > ‘ Search

AT { Location

Clear Form

LSR state: [ T — 2 To search for land [.}atents:
1. Start by selecting the State.
cDI County: [ — Any County — v] 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide at /east one additional
field.
Tract Books Names 3. Click the Search Patents button.
Last Name: | | .
Search Tips:
First Name: | | * Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.
Middle Name: | * Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference
search patentees search warrantees Center.

» For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.

A Land Description 1 Miscellaneous
Township: | [ ~] /] v | Land Office: | -—— Any Land Office -— v | Issue Date: to
Range:| [— ~] /] M Document #: | | Militia: | |
Meridian: | — Any Meridian — ] | | ndian Allot. #: | | Tribe: [ —— Any Tribe -— v]
Section #: | | . Geo. Name/
ST | | Mining Claim: |
Authority: [ - - Any Authority ----- v

Note: This site does not cover every state, but we do have resource links for most
states.




ﬁ Search

P Search Documents

Documents

Reference Center

Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &

Search Documents By Type

Patents »

Clear Form

Surveys
LSR

CDI

State: [ MISSOURI

To search for land patents:

Tract Books

W o
| 1. Start by selecting the State.
County: [ —Any County — v] 2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide at Jeast one additional
- field.
ames 3. Click the Search Patents button.
Last Name: | Wingo | .
Firet N | 2 | Search Tips:
irst 3 jami . .y
rst Tame: [ Senjamin * Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.
Middle Name: | | ¢ Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference
search patentees search warrantees Center. . )
s For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.
r Land Description 1 Miscellaneous
Township: | [— ~] /] v | Land Office: [ —— Any Land Office — v | Issue Date: to
Range:| [— ~] /] v Document #: | | Militia: | |
Meridian: [ -— Any Meridian -— | | | indian Allot. # | | Tribe: [-— Any Tribe —— v|
Section #: | | . Geo. Name/
S | | Mining Claim: |
Authority: | ————— Any Authority ----- v|

Note: This site does not cover every state, but we do have resource links for most
states.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

/ﬁ\' Search Documents Reference Center Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &

P Search Documents P Results List

Printer Friendly ﬁ

Patents » . - .
Image Accession m Date Doc # | State | Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Sec. # | County
= MO5610 .132 [F] WINGO, BENIAMIN 6/1/1859 23785 | MO Sth PM 032N - 020W W2NEVa 23 Dallas
- MO5880 .096 [E] wINGO, BENJAMIN 6/30/1879 3299 MO Sth PM 032N - 020W SW1aSEVa 27 Dallas

USA GOV | Mo FearAct | DOI | Disclaimer | About BLM | Motices | Get Adobe Reader® | White House | Budget & Performance | Agency Financial Report
Privacy Policy FOIA Kids Policy ContactUs Accessibility Map Home Office of Civil Rights EEO Violation Notices Report Misconduct — Social Media

cords.blm.gov

d d



neral Land|OfficeiRecords

3 '. -

N Search Documen Reference Center  Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &
P Search Documents P Results Patent Details
Accession Nr: 05610132 DO TYpe: State Volume Patent  State: pissouri Issue Date:g;q/1g59 Cancelled:

| patentowais || Sptentiasesie (SReited Bocments P i G
Names On Document Miscellaneous Information
[E] WINGO, BENJAMIN Land Office: Springfield
US Reservations: Mo

Mineral Reservations: g

Tribe:
Militia:
State In Favor Of:
Authority: April 24, 1820: Sale-Cash Entry (3 Stat. 566)
Military Rank: General Remarks:
Document Numbers Survey Information
Document Nr: 23785 Total Acres: 80.00
Misc. Doc. Nr: Survey Date:
BLM Serial Nr: MO NO S/N Geographic Name:
Indian Allot. Nr:  --- Metes/Bounds: Mo
Coal Entry. Nr:
Land Deseriptions
Map State Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Section Survey # County

O MO 3th PM 032N - 020W WiaNEY 23 Dallas

cords.blm.gov
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- I-RBo0 dsd Bty U sho Benb-Entry il BRdIHumesteac BRIVATE CLAIMS
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT © .General'Land OfficelRecords

ﬁ Search Documents Reference Cent: Support Pathfinder

P Results List P Patent Details

P Search Documents

Accession Nr: 05410132  Document Type: Siate Violume Path tate: \jiccouri  Issue Date:g/q,1a59 Cancelled: o

|estentpetaien| Petentimace || Reistedocuments ] P ity §

Mare on information on certified copies. (You can decide later whether or not to purchase the documents in your cart.)

= MO05610_.132

/3

97544 THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

STEVTITASCRTS g
No. 2234

To all to whom these presents shall come, Greeting :

m@erfaﬁ {-"/_"))ﬁ’)z.r; ,:z V] ,7/ ?'/..x-z o7, Cx/&’/////m //*/// ¢ /3,/ }}////- .»’-/‘//./ '//

hay deposited in the GENERAL LA.NB OFFICE of the United States, a Certificute of THE REGISTER OF THE LAND
OFFICE at // 2y X redvf whereby it appears that full payment has been made by the said

By ) e ok ' ¥ . .
£y PPt 270297 DL 0y ‘47, : according lo the provisions of the M

https //glorecords blm gov
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERTBR EBRIVATE CLAIMS

Shopping Cart &

ﬁ' Search Documents Reference Center Support Pathfinder

P Search Documents P Results List B Patent Details

Accession Nr: jy05610__.132  Document Type: State Volume Patent  State:pjissouri  Issue Date:g/q/1g59  Cancelled: g

Lopatenpetaie || pstentimage | Reteted Documents

Below are documents matching the following land description from the current document: MO 5th PM Township 32.0N Range 20.0W Section 23

Printer Friendly ﬁ

Patents . . .
d Image Accession NEIM Date Doc # | State | Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Sec. # | County
Surveys m MO5450 .197 [l CLARK, SAMUEL R 5/15/1857 18600 MO | SthPM 032N -020W  NWWENW4% 23 Dallas
LSR
2 MOs670 .171 [l CLARK, SAMUEL R 3/1/1860 27175 MO | S5thPM 032N-020W  NEV:NWw% 23 Dallas
CDI
- MW-0253-015 [E] CLAYTON, DAVID M, 7/1/1859 37267 MO | SthPM 032N -020W  WYaSE%: 23 Dallas
Tract Books — [E] DAVIS, ELEANOR E,
[ pAVIS, SAMUEL 032N -020W  EVaSWi 23 Dallas
m MO5540 474  [E] FORTNER, EFEL D 10/30/1857 | 16765 MO | SthPM 032N -020W  W¥:SWia 23 Dallas
032N-020W  NWENWY% 26 Dallas
- MO6010 .048  [E] REAVES, BENJAMIN E 7/9/1895 10082 MO  SthPM 032N -020W  SYNW 23 Dallas
2 MO5610 132  [E] WINGO, BENJAMIN 6/1/1859 23785 MO | S5thPM 032N-020W  W%NEY% 23 Dallas

USA.GOV | NoFearAct | DOl | Disclaimer | About BLM | Notices | Get Adobe Reader® | White House | Budget & Performance | Agency Financial Report
Privacy Policy FOIA Kids Policy ContactUs Ao ity Map Home Office of Civil Rights EEO Violation Notices Report M duct Social Media
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOR;

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ERIVATE CLAIMS
.General Land OfficelRecords

Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &

Search Documents Reference Center

A

P Search Documents

P Results List P Patent Details

Accession Nr: 05610__.132  Document Type: State Volume Patent  State:pissouri  Issue Date:g,q/qa59  Cancelled: yg

lopatenpetaie | pstentimage | eited pocuments

g the following land description from the current document: MO 5th PM Township 32.0N Range 20.0W Section 23

Printer Friendly ﬁ

Below are documents m

Patents - .
roved - Boundaries Field
Survey ﬁﬂ:}m}: State | Meridian Twp -Rng Subdivisionafl County Notes
Surveys »
Original Survey 8/6/1838 032.0N - 020.0W Subdivisional Dallas Plat _
LSR MO  5thPM e
Supplemental Plat 032.0N - 020.0W -
cDl Supp MO SthPM Tine
SECTIONS 1,2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 7, 18, 19 AND 30 31

Tract Books

USA GOV | NoFearAct | DOl | Disclaimer | About BLM | Motices | Get Adobe Reader® | White House | Budget & Performance | Agency Financial Report

Privacy Policy FOIA Kids Policy ContactUs Accessibility

Map

Home

Office of Civil Rights

EEO Violation Notices

https //glorecords blm gov
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N Search Documents Reference Center  Support Pathfinder Shopping Cart &
P Search Documents P Survey Details
DM ID: 442089  Survey Type: Original Survey  State: pissour
| survey pratoetais || piatimsgesl | URclsied Documents L
Survey Office: St. Louis, Missouri Land Descriptions
Surv. Type Other: . }
: Map State-Meridian Twp - Rng Boundaries
Fractional: Mo
Acreage: 23173.68 [J MO -5thPM 032.0N - 020.0W Subdivisional
Mining District:
Group Nr:
Min. Surv. Index:
Survey Nr:
Counties: Dallas
Field Notes:
Survey Activities
Activity Type Date Description

Survey Commenced 10/1/1835  Richard J Holliday (Deputy Surveyor)

Contracts Instr. (MO) 4/2/1835
Plat Information: Microfilm Duplicate Cx CANADA
DM ID: 441464 T,
Duplicate Status: Microfilm Duplicate = z
Supplemental: No W
Survey Based Supplemental: Mo = =
Parent Plat: = = s
Child Plats: 5 - :
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Dlat A atieitina =
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Bureau of Land Management Tract
Books

* Contain the records of each parcel of land transferred from
federal to private ownership in 28 of the 30 federal land states

» The tract books for Alaska and Missouri are lost.

* Volumes are organized by state, in some states by land offices,
and then by township number and range.

» Within each volume, entries are arranged by Section,
Township, Range.

* Use the Coverage Table on the FamilySearch wiki to identify
which volume to find the corresponding tract book.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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(“FamilySearch ~ Family Tree

Research Wiki

Wiki Home
About the wiki

Online Genealogy
Records

Guided Research
Research Resources

Centers/Libraries

Family History Library

Family History
Centers

FS Affiliate Libraries
Give Feedback

Submit Wiki Content
Report a Problem
Contact Us

Edit the Wiki

Become an Editor
Upload File/Image
Personal Sandbox
Wiki Projects

Wwiki University

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Printable version
Permanent link
Page information
Cite this page
Browse properties

Page Talk

Search

@ Help

& Shamrockgenealogist tu D Talk Sandbox Preferences Watchlist Contributions

Messages
Memories  Indexing  Activities EI g SIGN OUT

Read Edit Edit source View history Search by place or topic Q

More v

United States, Bureau of Land Management Tract Books Coverage Table - FamilySearch Historical Records

{ FamilySearch

This article contains a Digital Folder Number List & for a FamilySearch Historical Records Collection.

E  To learn more about the collection and to access the records see:

United States, Bureau of Land Management Tract Books - FamilySearch Historical Records [+

Learn more about the United States Bureau of Land Management Tract Books# [& collection.
Access the United States Bureau of Land Management Tract Books, 1800-c. 1955 [ records.

State

ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA
ALABAMA

Py
&

Vol
Vol
\ol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
\ol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
\ol
Vol

Land Office/ Volume Number + Description +
. 1 GREENVILLE

. 2 GREENVILLE

. 3 GREENVILLE

. 4 GREENVILLE

. 4 GREENVILLE

. 4 GREENVILLE

. 5 GREENVILLE

. 5 GREENVILLE

. 5 GREENVILLE

. 5 GREENVILLE

. 5 GREENVILLE

. 6-7 GREENVILLE
. 8-9 GREENVILLE
. 10 CAHABA

Township 5-23, Range 5-21, 23

Township 5-6N, 11-12N, Range 7-8E, 15N, 17N 10-11E, 13E
Township 5-7, 9-22, Range 5-24

Township 12-16N, Range 21E

Township 12-15N, Range 22E

Township 12N, Range 23E

Township 3-7, Range 5

Township 12-14N, Range 23E

Township 12-13N, Range 24E

Township 12N, Range 25E

Township 7, 9, 11-14, Range 5, 7, 9- 16, 18, 22 10, 13- 14, 16, 20-21
Township 7N-15N, Range 5E

Township 15-18N, Range 5E

Township 5-8N, Range 6E

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki
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fl—'ami'.’ySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities @ @ Q 0 Melanie McComb
Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books — Wiki

United States Bureau of Land Management Tract Books, 1800-c. 1955

Description

3,907 tract books containing official records of the land status and transactions involving surveyed public lands arranged by state and then by township and
range. These books indicate who obtained the land, and include a physical description of the tract and where the land is located. The type of transaction is also
recorded such as cash entry, credit entry, homesteads, patents (deeds) granted by the Federal Government, and other conveyances of title such as Indian
allotments, internal improvement grants (to states), military bounty land warrants, private land claims, railroad grants, school grants, and swamp grants.
Additional items of information included in the tract books are as follows: number of acres, date of sale, purchase price, land office, entry number, final
Certificate of Purchase number, and notes on relinquishments and conversions. Original documents are located at the Bureau of Land management in
Springfield, Virginia.

How to Use this Collection »

Search Collection
Deceased Ancestor's Information

Name | Alternate Name

First Names Last Names

Search with a life event:
Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any

Birthplace Birth Year (Range)

From To

Search with a relationship:
Spouse | Father | Mother | Other Person

www.familysearch.org
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR e

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT.  General.Land Office!Records

/ﬁ Search Documents

W19

Reference Center Support Shopping Cart &

P Search Documents P Results List

Printer Friendly B
Patents » - o .
Image Accession m Date Doc # | State | Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots | Sec. # | County
=) NE1310 .351 [E] VODRA, JOHN N 5/15/1880 8391 NE &th PM 007N - 003W SWie 22 Fillmore

USA GOV | No FearAct | DOI | Disclaimer | About BLM | Motices | Get Adobe Reader®
Privacy Policy FOIA Kids Policy Contact Us

Accessibility Site Map Home

d

https://glorecords.blm.gov
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NEBRASKA Vol. 95 Township 7-8N, Range 15E
NEBRASKA Vol. 95 Township 7N, Range 16E
NEBRASKA Vol. 96 Township 7-16N, Range 1-2W
NEBRASKA Vol. 97 ‘ Township 7-16N, Range 3W
NEBRASKA Vol. 97 Township 7-15N, Range 4W
NEBRASKA Vol. 97-98 Township 7-14N, Range 5W
NEBRASKA Vol. 98 Township 7-13N, Range 6W
NEBRASKA Vol. 98 Township 7-12N, Range 7W
NEBRASKA Vol. 98-99 Township 7-11N, Range 8W

https://www

familysearch.org/wiki
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_‘EFami'.ySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities @ |;E_| Q. ﬁ Melanie McComb

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

United States Bureau of L...Tract Books, 1800-c. 1955 w =
State @
Alabama Idaho Minnesota Oklahoma
Arizona Illinois Mississippi Oregon
Arkansas Indiana Montana Utah
California Iowa Nebraska Washington
Colorado Kansas Nevada Wisconsin
Dakota Territory Louisiana New Mexico Wyoming
Florida Michigan Ohio

www.familysearch.org
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:EFami'.ySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities @ @ Q. 9 Melanie McComb

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

United States Bureau of L...Tract Books, 1800-c. 1955 w | Nebraska * =
Volume (Land Office Location) o
Vol 1 Vol 31 Vol 60 Vol 90
Vel 2 Vol 32 Vol &1 Vol 91
Vel 3 Vol 33 Vol 62 Vol 92
Vol 4 Vol 34 Vol €3 Vol 93
Vel 5 Vol 35 Vol 64 Vol 94
Vel & Vol 36 Vol €5 Vol 95
vel 7 Vol 37 Vol 66 Vol 96
Vel 8 Vol 38 Vol €7 Vol 97
Vel Vol 39 Vol 68 Vol 8
Vol 10 Vol 40 Vol 69 Vol 93
Vol 11 Vol 41 vel 70 Vol 100
Vol 12 Vol 42 Vol 71 Vol 101
Vol 13 Vol 43 Vol 72 Vol 102
Vol 14 Vol 44 Vol 73 Vol 103
Vol 15 Vol 45 Vel 74 Vol 104
Vol 16 Vol 46 Vol 75 Vol 105
vol 17 Vol 47 Vol 76 Vol 106

www.familysearch.org
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Entry Case Files from
‘the National Archives
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RESEARCH OUR RECORDS

#NATIONAL ARCHIVES

VETERANS® SERVIGE RECORDS

Research Our Records

Home > Research Our Records > Land Records > Land Entry Case Files and Related Records

EDUCATOR RESQURCGES

73

Blogs - Bookmark/Share - Contact Us

Search Archives.gov

VISITIUS

AMERICA'S FOUNDING DOCUMENTS

Land Records

Main Page
Land Entry Case Files

Exploration and Western
Expansion

Need help?

Research Our Records

Main Page
NARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools
National Archives Catalog
Record Group Explorer
Access to Archival Databases
Presidential Libraries

Ask on History Hub

Research in Person

Land Entry Case Files and Related Records

Introduction

The land records that are generally of most interest to genealogists
are the land entry case files. These are records that document the
transfer of public lands from the U.S. Government to private
ownership.

There are over ten million such individual land transactions in the
custody of the National Archives. These case files cover land entries in
all 30 public land states.

The case files were filed as either military bounty land warrants, pre-
1908 general land entry files, or as post-1908 land entry files. The
information required to access and order copies of the records will
differ depending on which of these 3 categories the transaction falls
into.

* Learn how to access these records =

* For more background information and an overview of important
terminolqgy. review Research inthe 1 and Fotrv Files of the

—_— re
HOMESTEAD.
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COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE
owtoobos itk s o 4 Pt o e Tt

How to Order

To order land entry case files (such as credit, cash,
homestead, and mineral) or surrendered military
bounty land warrants:

Use Form Number NATF 84. or
Order Online




Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

74

Land Records

Main Page
Land Entry Case Files

Exploration and Western
Expansion

Need help?

Research Our Records

Main Page
NARA Locations

Search Online

Online Research Tools
National Archives Catalog
Record Group Explorer
Access to Archival Databases
Presidential Libraries

Ask on History Hub

Research in Person

Free at the Archives
Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

Orientation for on-site
Researchers

= —

Free at National Archives
Facilities

Accessing Land Entry Records

Land entry files (land patent files) are records of the U.S. General Land
Office (GLO) that document the initial transfer of public lands from the U.S.
Government to individuals, businesses, and institutions.

The National Archives Building in Washington, DC (Archives 1), houses land
entry files from the 30 Federal public land states (all states in the United
States except the original 13 states, Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, Maine,
West Virginia, Texas, and Hawaii). These records are part of Record Group
49, Records of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).

The information required to access and order copies of land entry files will
differ depending on the type of land entry file.

Types of Land Entry Files

Land entry files at Archives 1 are divided into three rough categories: (1) surrendered military bounty land warrants,

(2) pre-1908 general land entry files, and (3) 1908 and later land entry files.

New to land entry records? Please
see:

* Land Entry Case Files and
Related Records for an
introduction

* Research in the Land Entry Files
of the General Land
Office[3 for background
information and an overview of
important terminology

Researchers can search the BLM's GLO Records website to find the information needed to request each type of land

entry file. Note that the GLO Records website only indexes patented or completed land entries. The site does not index

cancelled land entries or expired leases.

© Surrendered Military Bounty Land Warrants
©Pre-1908 Land Entry Files

©1908 and Later Land Entry Files

Contact Us

Questions about land entry files at Archives 17

Email us at: archiveslreference@nara.gov. Due to the
high volume of requests that we receive, please allow
10 to 12 business days for a response.

How to Order

To order land entry case files (such as credit, cash,
homestead, and mineral) or surrendered military
bounty land warrants:

Use NATF Form 848 or

Order Online

www.archives.gov

.0y € blue Y
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The broadest range of land entry files at Archives 1 record the day-to-day i o
No, 257537 \AUS AL, aispiapel, Mo, Aupwt 7 1, ‘

business of the GLO field branches to approximately 1908. iy e, i s f L, oo Ay o o,
. o ) . nFasrag  Couwty, St o Missnusi, o hin duy peased of tan T
These records include credit files (up to about 1820), cash files (from M & et Sage A N 7 HC Jank e
. i — — umnh}ﬁkmm-.ﬁéw
1820 on), homestead files (from 1862 on), and related records for both oy Ao Dhrtar £ ani
patented and cancelled land entries. gy gﬁ_é;_‘,fé:_ "-'f;?
e Mty = b e i
mads ormemi el by Wers
The following information is needed to request pre-1908 land entry m“,;:,'t;':zt“n';:im‘m;‘;;:'r‘,";m%’
records on site at Archives 1: Iinge —-—"""""‘""3"""53‘5""‘2 “:""'""“m"“‘:
* State Sl i R
e Land office Cash Land File of |
Benjamin Wingo B

¥
Type of patent under law Mational Archives Identifier 300283

Patent number**

*In the GLO Records database, the type of patent is generally listed in the "Authority" field.
**In the GLO Records database, the patent number is generally listed in the "Document Nr." field.
Pre-1908 land entry files can also be ordered remotely by using NATF Form 84[3 or placing an order online.

Select homestead records have been digitized and made available online through Ancestry.com (£ (database
title: "U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908"), Fold3.com (' (database title: "Homestead Records (NE)"), and
FamilySearch.org (4" (database title: "U.S., Homestead Final Certificates, 1863-1909").

www.archives.gov
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©1908 and Later Land Entry Files

Beginning in July 1908, the GLO revised its system of issuing patents,
assigning each consecutive patent issued a unique number instead of
assigning numbers by state and land office.

To request a serial land patent file on site at Archives 1, researchers only
need the serial patent number. Serial patents at Archives 1 range from
approximately 167 to 1,242,597.

In the GLO Records database, the serial patent number is generally listed
in the "Accession Nr." field. The "Issue Date" will be July 1908 or later.

Serial land patent files can also be ordered remotely by using NATF Form
84 or placing an order online.

Note: While the serial land patent files at Archives 1 can include
documents dating as late as the early 1970s, files dating from the early
1960s on are often housed at the appropriate NARA regional facility.
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES TRUST FUND BOARD NATF Form 84 (rev. 01-2016) OMB Control No. 3095-0027 Expires 08-31-2017
NATIONAL ARCHIVES ORDER FOR COPIES OF LAND ENTRY FILES
(See Instructions page before completing this form)
If we locate the record you identify below, we will reproduce it for you. The cost for these reproductions is $50.00.
Provide your Credit Card information at the bottom of this page. Orders with incomplete credit card information will not be processed.
DO NOT SEND CASH OR CHECK. There is no charge for an unsuccessful search.

1. _Reference Number: Reference Number: Enter the date you fill out the form (example — MMDDYY =
012315). Enter the number of the request being submitted in the last two boxes.
E If you are submitting four forms and this is your second, you would enter 02. A

M M D D Y Y # # completed reference number example is: 01231502.

SECTION A. INDICATE BELOW THE TYPE OF FILE TO BE SEARCHED (Check ONE box only)

Please refer to Instructions for descriptions of
2. FILE TO BE SEARCHED [J GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES [] BOUNTY-LAND WARRANT FILES these types of land entry files.

REQUIRED MINIMUM IDENTIFICATION OF LAND FILE - MUST BE COMPLETED OR YOUR ORDER CANNOT BE SERVICED
5. APPROXIMATE DATE OF ENTRY (Exact date, if known)

3 NAME OF ENTRY MAN (Give last, first, and middie names) 4. LAND LOCATED IN STATE OF

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES

PRE-1908 GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES POST-1908 GENERAL LAND ENTRY FILES
10. SERIAL PATENT NUMBER

6. LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF LAND

SECTION NUMBER TOWNSHIP NUMBER RANGE NUMBER
7. TYPE OF GENERAL LAND ENTRY (Check one) If other, specify:
[J CREDIT [ cCAsH [J HOMESTEAD ACT

8. PATENT FINAL CERTIFICATE OR DOCUMENT NUMBER 9. NAME OF LAND OFFICE

REQUIRED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR BOUNTY LAND WARRANT FILES, 1847-1855
11. YEAR OF AUTHORIZING WARRANT 12. WARRANT NUMBER 13. NUMBER OF ACRES

If available, please attach one copy of the original land patent, tract book pages, or Bureau of Land Management GLO listing for this land entry.
Your completed order is available either as a paper reproduction or as .pdf. Delivery of .pdf files can be done via USPS on
CD/DVD or through NARA's electronic transfer system. Check one box below for selection®.

[[] Paper Copies [] CD/DVD [] Electronic Transfer** email address:

* If no selection is made, paper copies will be generated; a certified copy cannot be generated of a .pdf
** Download speeds will vary based upon file size and your internet connection. A valld email isr y for el vic

SECTION B. THIS SPACE IS FOR OUR REPLY TO YOU

We were unable to search for the file you requested above. No payment is required. Your request is returned because:

[J REQUIRED MINIMUM IDENTIFICATION OF LAND FILE WAS NOT PROVIDED. Please complete blocks 2, 3 (give full name), 4,
and 5 and resubmit your order. For Bounty Land Warrant files, 18471855, you must also provide the year of the authorizing act, the

warrant number, and the acreage (blocks 11-13).

NATF Form 84 — Land Entry Files

Ue Family Learning Center
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The Homestead Act

* Signed in 1862, this law allowed any American (or immigrant pursuing
the citizenship process) to purchase up to 160 acres of federal land.

* The law was not fully repealed until 1986, when it expired in Alaska. All
previous states had repealed the law by 1976.

* Buyer was required to live on the land for five years and perform
necessary upkeep and additions.

» Civil War Union veterans could use time served in military towards
the residency requirement.

> Settlers could also acquire the title of land if they lived on the land for
6 months and paid the government $1.25 per acre.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Eligibility
* Adults 21 years and older

» Single women

» Former enslaved people
> (1868 — 14th Amendment was passed)

» Immigrants

» 1st papers required (declaration of intention)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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The Process

 Go to the local land office.
* Payasmall filing fee ($10)

* Live on the land and grow
crops for 5 years.

* After the 5 years, file for the
patent (land title). Pay the last
fee (about $8).

* If approved, patent was
awarded.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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@he Anited States of America,

To all fo whom these presents shall come, Ereeting:

Homestead Certificate No. / |
Application / ‘ ‘ID [ll' VENS, Aose fus toen dfionited in the Goneosal Land Otlcs o/ the
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/11 /4’ C/ / /(( év n/ //71//1 72 //)/( At e~ ,/,/l’/z/?tg'tz.' /,» /)’(<-/I(g —

t{/‘///(( 72 ('u/(’ [/t e /////1 drecd ceridd a//..A‘/// et ed

Homestead Certificate 1, Daniel Freeman

€ Drue Family Learning Center
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What's in the Land Entry Case File?

* Final Certificate

* Final Receiver's Receipt

* Testimony of Claimant

* Testimony of Witness

* Final Homestead Affidavit

 Application and accompanying affidavits

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

84



Federal Land Records: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files, and Homesteading

Which States Did NOT Have
Homesteads?

* Original 13 colonies

» Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Virginia

* Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas,
Vermont, and West Virginia

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Items From the Junciion Union,
B~ Emigration is beginning to pour
into Western Kansas. The benefits of
the Homestead Act are already being
felt in this portion of the State. Come
on. emigrants and home-seekers, this
| is the best country in the West.

The cattle and other stock in this
county are getung wavxncl) fat.—
There is no better stouk raising country
in the world than Kausas. In this
branch of indu-try 1s a mme of inex
haustible weaith. Our farmers are be.
coming aware of this fact and are acting

accordingly.

The Topeka Tribune — 5 July 1862

(Newspapers.com)

d Oy The brue Family Learning Center
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Life on the Prairie

* Fierce winds and fires
* Grasshopper infestation
* Severe droughts

* The lack of trees forced many of the early settlers to
create their houses out of sod.

* Settlers had to supply their own farming tools.

* [t was common for settlers to give up their land claim or
declare bankruptcy.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Sod house in Custer County, Nebraska (Library of
Congress)
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Homestead Acts

e Southern Homestead Act of 1866

» Included and encouraged African Americans to obtain a
homestead

e Timber Culture Act of 1873

» Claimant required to plant trees
» No residency requirement

e Kinkaid Amendment (1904)
> 640 acres to new homesteaders in western Nebraska

* Enlarged Homestead Act (1909)
» Doubled acreage from 160 to 320 acres in marginal areas

* National Stock-Raising Homestead Act (1916)
» Granted 640 acres for ranching purposes

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Dawes Act

e Passed in 1887 under President Grover Cleveland

* Allowed the federal government to divide tribal lands. Native
Americans who accepted the division were allowed to
become U.S. citizens.

* 160 acres of farmland or 320 acres of grazing land
was granted to the head of each Native American family.

 To receive allotment, enroll with the Office of Indian Affairs.
Their name went on the "Dawes rolls".

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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92

Clues for Possible Homesteading

Check census records for Check census records for
birthplace of head of family the occupation of the head
and children. You may of household. Look for
notice a move shortly after farmers that owned

1862 out west. property.

Review agriculture
schedules to identify if the
family had 160 acres (full
portion) or 80 acres (half
portion).

eEarly 20th century, you may see a
higher acreage (320-640 acres).

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1880 United States Federal Census for JohnVadra

Nebraska > Fillmore > Geneva > 327
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1880 U.S. Census — Geneva, Fillmore County,
Nebraska (Ancestry.com)
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THE NAME

1880 Agriculture Schedule — Geneva, Fillmore
ng nty, Nebraska (Ance:st_ry.co_m)

Brue Family Learning Center
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U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908
m Match all terms exactly ) 7;;:) Provided in

association with

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name : 3 National Archives and
NATIONAL Records
ARCHIVES dmini .
Day Month Year Location Administration
Birth City, County, State, Coun
Any Event v v City, County, State, Count . .
= : Browse this collection
Keyword To browse this image set, select from
the options below.
e.g. pilot or "Flying Tigers" v State
Range Land Office
Final Certificate Year
Land Office
Township and Range
Section
] Related data collections
Township

.S.,Indexed County Land Ownership

a P

www.ancestry.com
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John N Vodra

in the U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Name: John N Vodra
Final Certificate Date: 11 Oct 1878
Homestead Place: Nebraska, USA
Land Office:  Nebraska City; Lincoln

Section: 22

ate information Township: 7 North

Range: 3 West

oblem

www.ancestry.com
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U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908 for John N Vodra

+ Saved v
Nebraska > Nebraska City;Lincoln > 1878 > 07 North, 03 West
LAND OFFICE 4
Al
) . |

T

E
L

Sect. & 42, Town. ,"/. 7 lvlll"('_'//f

x& \ N bk \\k\—t‘ S\,
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]
( FamilySearch  Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing Activities @ SIGN IN [

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

United States, Cancelled, Relinquished, or Rejected Land Entry Case Files, 1861-1932

Description

Serialized land entry case files that were cancelled, relinquished, or rejected by the General Land Office. The applications include homesteads, mining claims,
and land preemptions. This collection includes Kansas land offices at Dodge City and Topeka and Nebraska land offices at Alliance, Broken Bow, Lincoln, North
Platte, O'Neill, and Valentine. The records are at the NARA Regional Center in Kansas City, Missouri. This collection is being published as images become
available,

How to Use this Collection »

View Images in this Collection

Browse through 535,766 images

Citing this Collection

"United States, Cancelled, Relinquished, or Rejected Land Entry Case Files, 1861-1932." Images. FamilySearch. http://FamilySearch.org : 29 March 2017. Citing
NARA NAIDs 584006, 584041, 584054, 584158, 584169, 584161, 584170, 584151, National Archives at Kansas City.

ilysearch.org
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_f FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

United States, Cancelled,...try Case Files, 1861-1932 w
State

Kansas

United States, Cancelled,...try Case Files, 1861-1932 w Nebraska *
Land office name

Alliance Land Office

Lincoln Land Office
Broken Bow Land Office

Nebraska

North Platte Land Office

O'Neill Land Office

www.familysearch.org

Valentine Land Office
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a
IQEli‘arnﬂ-!;Sea.rch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Images Family Tree

United States, Cancelled,...try Case Files, 1861-1932 w Nebraska * Lin

Record Type, Date Range, File no. range

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 3-126

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 127-
222

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 226~
254

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 255-
275

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 276~
348

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 355-
426

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 427-
469

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 471-
—

Genealogies

Catalog  Books

and Office *

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 527-
574

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 582-
617

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 621~
791

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 804-
1007

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1014~
1264

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1265-
1419

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1425-
1518

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinguished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1520-
1639

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1640-
1728

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1729-
1872

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinguished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1874-
1929

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 1931~
2020

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2022~
2074

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2077-
2163

Land entry case files that were cancelled,

Lelinguished or ceiected. 410004000 oo 2170,

102

@ @ Q a Melanie McComb

2247

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2238~
2398

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2253-
2334

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2403-
2499

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2503~
2618

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2620-
2718

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2720~
2957

Land entry case files that were cancelled,
relinquished, or rejected; 1905-1920, no 2560~
3051

www.familysearch.org
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Lincoln HE 0543,

4—480. SPECIAL AGENTS MUST RETAIN A PRESS COPY OF THIS REPORT.
Adverse report,
2 Inc.

* REPORT OF FRAUDULENT CLAIM OR ENTRY.

This form must be used only in cases jound or believed to be frauvdulent or
abandoned. Cases jound to be lawfully made and maintained may be veported by
letter when necessary.

I cases of homestead claims the blanks must be filled up strictly as here indicated. In other
cases the form will be followed as closely as applicable, and in ALL CASES reported such other
points will be covered as the natwre of Lhe case may require.

In EVERY INSTANCE when names of parties or witnesses are given, the posi-office address
and residence muwst also be stated.

B BN EY ES NN ES IS

Comuriiasioner.

1. Name and post-office address of claimant: James Broz, St. Ann, Neb.

2. Dates and numbers of filing or entry and of final proof and certificate, with description of land:

_ Lincoln HE 12903, Serial 0543, Dec., 15, 1903, for SWiNE}, siuwi,
Lot 2, Sec. 3-5-31, F b not issued.

3. Dafle of examination: .. July €, 1909,

4, Character of land: (Timber, Mineral, Agricultural, or Desert.) If timber land, whether, if
n cleared, it would be fit for agriculture; if a desert entry, whether grass or other agricultural
crop could be produced without arfificial irrigation; if mineral, character and evidence thercof:

........... Land is all rough except about 15 acres, The rough land is
suitable for stock pasture only. Corn is growing on about 8 acres

without irrigation, ST R S o S e

Report of Fraudulent Claim or Entry (1903)

Ue Family Learning Center
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State of Nebraska z
8S:
Hayes County )

I, Peter Kugera, being duly sworn, upon cath say: I
am 80 years of age., Thormburg, Neb,, is my postoffice, I re-
side about one half mile from the sod house that is on the home=
stead land of Jums Broz, His sald land 48 4n Bec, 3, T 5 N,,
R 31 W, I have lived at my said place of residence for tha last
seven years, I am well acquainted with the said James Broz, I
am also well acquainted with the father of sald Jamee Brom, The
father lives about 4 miles from the sod house on the James Broz
land, During the first year after the said Jamees Broz made said
entry he made his home and resided with his brother-in-law,
Frank B, MoKillip and since then he has made his home and resided
with his father, He has never made his actual home on his sndd
homestead land,

(Signed) Peter Kucera,

Bubsoribed and sworm to before me, this July 8, 1909,

(6fgned) P.R,Vadsworth,
y Special Agent, G,L.O.

Brue Family Learning Center
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expdinoe of cloymand

. s lnnd, and whether continuons for the
puriod required,

o doss Lhe faanily consdsts whotbor the family
resides on tho Y il resid awhere,  State ovory fact relative to the good
or bad faith of the elaimant in cstablighing nod maiptainise setunl resddonco. and whethes b
wan Tegnlly qualified to make the onlry, and s kKnown in the selghbarhnod of the olaim

Claimant 418 a single mang and has never been married. He was
qualified to make the entry and is well ¥nown in the neighborhood
of the land, He has not made his actual residence and home on this
land as required by law, having resided and made his home with his
father and with a xnur'ried sister,

L lll neo that the e niry wus
he claimant: Whother
name of purohasor o <

went in writing, und wheths rl

abandonsd or relingquished, 51.1 if

There is no evidence that the entry was made in the interest
of anyone othes than the claimant,

11, 1T you hove pot seoured aflidnvit of any witness, state why not, with the name of auch witness:

Affidavits of witnesses securad,

Huve you requested elaimunt 1o mako  stotermord l'w_nlll-n-.xn-'
did you try to obtain a relinguishms x.‘-ruz aiidavit o thot oifuwet (withoud cour

I requested claimant to make a wriitten statement but he said
that he did not hnva anything to state except what he had already sent in
13, Whul |v-__':-. procoedie it heen inatilatead

None .

14. The nadersigne pU.'lL‘.l agent protests wesansl the salidity of ssid entry for Whe following nam
hared canges

1, That the entryman has never resided upon the land,

Report of Fraudulent Claim or

Entry Cont'd

A A .01g, Ue Family Learning Center
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4—137

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GENERAL LAND OFFICE \ X |
‘\\’_J I

WASHINGTON, D. C. S
\ ) / / ’4
| i

The Unite! States | Involving H. E. No. 12903, McCook
e ekt series, made December 15, 1903,
vs. forSW; NE;, 34 NW:, and lot 2, Scc.. 3,
Jameg Broz T.. 5 N,, B. 91 W., 6th P.M.

REGISTER AND RECEIVER,
Lircoln, Nebraska.

Sirs:

In reference to the above-entitled case, you are advised
that the decision of the Secretary of the Interior, dated

March 24, 1913, has become final.

A copy of said decision is herewith inclosed, for your informa-
tion and for your files.

The case is hereby closed. So note on your records.

The entry i8 canceled, and you will so asdviee the defendant.

Cancelled Homestead Case (1913)

Brue Family Learning Center
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':{FamﬂySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities @ @ .Q. 9 Melanie McComb
Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books — Wiki

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine your search v & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
1-20 of 1,104 results

Search by: ) )
Place Print List
Surnames The Dakota homestead historical newsletter Add
Titles Author:  Bismarck-Mandan Historical and Genealogical Society (Bismarck, North
Author Dakota)
Subjects )
K Edith Burnham : or, How the homestead was saved Add
eywords
Author:  Alden, Fannie A Stall
homestead
Colorado, Denver County, homestead records, 1864-1908 Add
Search for: Author:  United States. Department of the Interior. General Land Office; United
Call Number States. National Archives (Denver, Colorado)
Film/Fiche Number
/ Colorado, Garfield County, homestead records, 1884-1908 Add
Availability Author:  United States. Department of the Interior. General Land Office; United
Any States. National Archives (Denver, Colorado)
Onli
° niine Colorado, Gilpin County, homestead records, 1868-1894 Add

Family History Center Author:  United States. Department of the Interior. General Land Office; United

States. National Archives (Denver, Colorado)

Update Reset Colorado, Gunnison County, homestead records, 1882-1907 Add
Author:  United States. National Archives (Denver, Colorado)

Year Colorado, La Plata County, homestead records, 1882-1908 Add
1500 (1) Author:  United States. National Archives (Denver, Colorado)
1600 (3)
1700 (10) Colorado, Lincoln County, homestead records, 1890-1908 Add
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{BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
Colorado, Gilpin County, homestead records, 1868-1894 e
Authors: United States. Department of the Interior. General

Land Office (Main Author)
United States. National Archives (Denver, Colorado)

(Repository)
Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Digital Images
Language: English
Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Digitized by FamilySearch

International, 2015

Notes
Digital images of originals held by the National Archives and Records Administration, Denver, Colorado.

The Timber Culture Act was a follow-up act to the Homestead Act. The Timber Culture Act was passed by Congress in 1873. The act allowed homesteaders to
get another 160 acres of land if they planted trees on one-fourth of the land... . (Wikipedia)

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations 3

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film DGS Format
Registers of homestead entries, no. 1-1065, 1868-1893 Granite Mountain Record Vault United States & Canada Digital 100897962 [ O]
Registers of homestead entries, no. 1066-1110, 1868-1894 Granite Mountain Record Vault United States & Canada Digital 100897963 [ O]
Register of final cash certificates, v. 125, 1868-1893 Granite Mountain Record Vault United States & Canada Digital 101180292 [ O]
Receiver's register of homestead final receipts, v. 127, 1873-1894 Granite Mountain Record Vault United States & Canada Digital 100920954 @
Register of timber culture entries, v. 130, 1878-1891 Granite Mountain Record Vault United States & Canada Digital 101180315 [ O]

ilysearch.org
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The Exodus of 1879
* First mass migration of Ho lor KansaS!

African Americans from b

the South after the Civil I foel thankful to inform you that the
REAL ESTATE
War AND

Homestead Association,

Will Leave Here the

* Many were former oth of April, 1878,

Slaves (known aS In pursuit of Homes in the Southwestern
Lands of America, at Transportation
exodusters) g ==tk

For full information inquire of

Benj. Singleton, better known as old Pap,

» Settled in the states of T = e S e
Colorado, Kansas, and

Oklahoma. Library of Congress

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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African American Homesteaders

6 Primary Homesteading Communities
» Nicodemus, Kansas
» DeWitty, Nebraska
» Sully County, North Dakota
» Empire, Wyoming
» Dearfield, Colorado
» Blackdom, New Mexico

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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National Park Service National Park Service | #85

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land
(Click National Park Service title above to return to Black Homesteading in America site)

- Nicodemus, KS Sully County, SD Blackdom, NM Dearfield, CO Empire, WY Dewitty, NE i=

A DR NS

Six Black Homesteader
Ccommunities |

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-
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National Park Service

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land

(Click National Park Service title above to return to Black Homesteading in America site)

Overview _ Sully County, SD Blackdom, NM Dearfield, CO

Nicodemus, KS

Background Information

f Nicodemus is the only surviving Black homesteader colony in the

Great Plains.

In 1877, Black entrepreneurs in Topeka formed the Nicodemus Town
Company to recruit homesteaders for its site in north-central
Kansas. The first group or “colony” of 30 people settled, then a
colony of 300 arrived from Kentucky. Half of the Kentuckians,
discouraged by what they viewed as Nicodemus's bleak prospects,

immediately turned around gpd wenj home.

Empire, WY

Dewitty, NE Acknowledgements

NICODEMUS, KANSAS
TOWNSITE PLAN - 1877-1890

%

THAD STAEEY
{1 stoon suee
a-j,‘ FIREY STAEEY

& M; seventn sTACEY
E. o
e
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National Park Service 1

e STREET

NACKSON STREET

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm
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National Park Service S

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land

Nicodemus, KS

William Kirtley

William Kirtley, a former slave who arrived in the Nicodemus colony
in 1878, homesteaded and became a champion for education in the
community.

Kirtley believed that owning land was key to building self-sufficiency.
He secured rights to a preemption claim located three miles
southwest of Nicodemus, and after six months, he filed on this claim
of 160 acres. He built three sod houses and later a frame building.
Kirtley secured his patent in 1888 and remained on his land for sixty
years.

Kirtley saw education as a right of all full and equal citizens and a
path to self-sufficiency. He brought with him to Nicodemus two
Bibles, an elementary speller, and an unabridged dictionary. He
insisted that Nicodemus's children had the right to learn, and he

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm
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National Park Service

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land

Nicodemus, KS

Acres Claimed Map

Here you can see how many acres of land a claimant acquired ur,

the Homestead Act.

N
"

N

- I

L H

Boarders?
Profession

Patent Year
Patent Date

Statute

County
Land Office
Acres Claimed

Township

1890
3/12/1890

Homestead Act
{(original)

Graham
Kirwin
160.00
007S
021W

2l MEWPCATRIEEE
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National Park Service ©

Q
Claimant: George Tucker ri;

Last Name Tucker

First Name George

Male
Race Black
Birth Place Illinois
Bir 1,849

Marital Not listed

Spouse Name

Household Size 1

Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, NGA, EPA, USDA, NPS ===
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Immigrant Origins

* Immigrants were required to have already filed their
first papers (declaration of intention) in order to apply
for a homestead.

* Many land entry case files contain copies of the
naturalization papers that were filed by the applicant.

* Applications also list details about an ancestor's
birthplace.

» Pre-1906 naturalization records often list the name of
the country with no specifics on county or townland.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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State of Jowa, Glay County, a8
BEIT REMEMBERED, That at a te
%
iid County, in the
in the year of our Lord one the

Honorable

ing eommon law jurisdiction, ane

his intent to become a ¢

In Testimony Whereof, Iy

Clerk of the Court aforesaid, have hereto set my hand and affixed the seal of the

said Court,-at my office in the town of Spencer in said County, this the

Certificate of Naturalization of Mrs. Mary Crain
(Ancestry.com)
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Military Service

* Veterans who served in the Union during the Civil
War were eligible to apply for a homestead and use

their military service towards the 5-year residency
requirement.

* Soldier's Discharge records are included as proof
of service.

» Information includes regiment information, where
enlisted or drafted, occupation, birth date and
birthplace.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Letter accompanying discharge certificate, Land
entry case file of John Vodra (Ancestry.com)
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o Review

)

1. Bounty land was an incentive for
enlistment and may explain why
your ancestor moved outside of
their county and/or home state.

2. Federal land entry files may hold
valuable clues about your ancestor's
migration, their military, and
citizenship status.

3. Multiple sources should be

consulted to learn more about your
ancestor's story.
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avigating our Nation's Federal Records 2022

Thank you for registering for the online course, Navigating our Nation's Federal Records!

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) in Washington, DC is home to a genealogical goldmine of federal records kept since our nation's
founding. From military pension records to federal land grants to immigration and naturalization records and beyond, this five-session online seminar will
introduce yvou to the many records available, discuss how to access them from home or in-person, and demonstrate how to leverage these resources in
your family history research.

This course includes five 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth g&a sessions with the
instructors. These recordings and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

Click here to join the live broadcasts: https:/fzoom.us/j/9935734114

If you are unable to attend the live session, yvou will be able to watch the recordings on this course page.
COURSE SCHEDULE

September 28 - Class 1: Overview of the NARA System
Presented by Ann C. Lawthers

The website of the National Archives and Records Administration (Archives.gov) is your at-home portal to a myriad of records. This first class will
demonstrate how to navigate the online catalog, access or request records from home, and, because not everything is online, discuss tips for planning a
research trip. We will also discuss the difference between the National Archives in Washington, DC and the regional branches found across the country.

October 5 - Class 2: Military and Pension Files
Presented by David Allen Lambert

The military records at the National Archives detail service given between 1775 and 1212, Military expert David Allen Lambert will discuss how to locate,
access, and utilize compiled service records, pension applications, and other resources that detail your veteran ancestor's service. He will also discuss briefly
more recent records available through the Mational Personnel Records Center (NPRC) in St. Louis (WWl—present).

Oirtabiar 12 - Class - Fadaral | and Bacards: Bauntw | and | and Fatre Filee and HamestaadinAa

https://www.americanancestors.org/navigating-our-nations-federal-records-2022
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