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Overview

Federal and State Bounty Land Warrants
— Eligibility and Process
— Finding That Paper
— The Land
— War of 1812 Bounty Land
— Later Bounty Land Acts

Land Entry Case Files
— Using the Bureau of Land Management GLO Web Site
— Locating Tract Books on FamilySearch
— Requesting Land Entry Case Files from the National Archives

Homesteading
— Did Your Ancestor Have a Homestead?
— Locating Homestead Records on Ancestry
— Black Homesteaders
— Strategies for Using Land Entry Case Files

Federal Bounty Land

Warrants
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MILITARY RESERVES. 1778-1816

WITH DATES OF CREATION
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* Colonies:
— New Hampshire
— Rhode Island
— New Jersey
— Delaware
— Connecticut

* Independent
— Republic of Vermont

First the Promise

To enlistees in the Continental Army:

That Congress make provision for granting lands, in
the following proportions: to the officers and soldiers
who shall so engage in the service, and continue
therein to the close of the war, or until discharged by
Congress, and to the representatives of such officers
and soldiers as shall be slain by the enemy

Congressional Act of 16 September 1776
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Then the Land

= THIRTEEN ORIGINAL STATES, 1783
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* LOC, Robertson, “The thirteen original states, 1783,” 1898
10

Acts Authorizing
Bounty Land Warrants

* Bounty Land Acts 1788, 1803, 1806, 1850, 1855.
— These acts awarded land for service

— 1788 allowed soldiers to sell/assign their award to
someone else

— Information about land received under these acts

often combined in Revolutionary War pension
files, if applicable

11

New Survey System
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Section 14 shows both normal division of
the section into aliquot parts and the
fractional division into government lots.

12
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Eligibility and
Process

10/10/2022

Did Your Ancestor Serve?

1775-1783 REV WAR
1812-1815 WAR 1812
1846-1848 MEX WAR
1861-1865 CIVIL WAR
1898 SPANISH/AMERICAN

14

Eligibility
Unit: Continental line
Rank: Soldier or non-commissioned officer
Duration: Minimum three years of service
Assignment Allowed: No (changed in 1788)

State Application Allowed: Yes

15
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Amount by Rank
E

Colonel 500 acres
Lieutenant Colonel 450 acres
Major 400 acres
Captain 300 acres
Lieutenant 200 acres
Ensign 150 acres
Private 100 acres

Resolution: 16 September 1776

16

Process Generated Paper
* Steps

fpetesten M

* Federal Agencies
— Secretary of War reviewed applications and issued
warrants
— Treasury Department supervised selection of land and
issued patents

* State Agencies
— Unique to state

17

Application

* Serviceman submitted affidavits from
commanding officers or fellow soldiers

* Submitted discharge papers

* If soldier died during service, heirs could file with
documentation that they were legal heirs of the
deceased

18



Class 3:

Bounty Land, Land Entry Files and

Homesteading

Warrant Authorizing a Survey

* Warrants issued — date of
issuance, name and rank of
veteran, state from which
he enlisted

¢ Usually the state picked
the land; Virginia allowed
the soldier to choose

Virginia Warrant for William Rice 1783, land in Kentucky

10/10/2022
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Assignment

* If soldier with a warrant could not take up
residence, he sold the warrant for cash

* Rules varied by state and over time

* Federal warrants could be assigned beginning in
1788

22

Finding that Paper

Disaster — 14,000+ Records Lost

Print published 14 Oct 1814 by G. Thompson showing Washington, DC under attack

24
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Finding Federal Applications and

Warrants

* Destroyed bounty application files have been replaced
by cards
— Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers
of acres granted, date issued, assignee

* National Archives (NARA)
— Applications: M804 Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty Land Warrant Application Files 1800-1900
— Warrants: M829 Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Warrants Used in the U.S. Military District of Ohio and
Related Papers

10/10/2022

25

Example

The Land
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Finding Your Patriot

Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War
Bounty Land Grants Awarded by State
Governments (Baltimore, MD: Genealogical
Publishing Co., 1996)

Morse, John. Mass. Sergeant. 10 Sep.
1832. 200 acres to heirs.

Bockstruck’s book is on Ancestry as “Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Grants”

28

Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants
Sromse ths coliection
Prsts i et Lasthama e ot o

veu Locston
AnyE n
-
-
. o
Page umber -
€D cerseacn

www.ancestry.com

29

Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities ®® o
s Catalog  Books  Wiki

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & PRINT [B) Catalog Print List (0)

M.?ssachuseus_ land deeds, 1791-1884

Manuscript/Manuscript on Digital Images

English

Sakt Lake City, Utah : Digitized by FamilySearch
International, 2009

Subjects
Locality Subjects
United Stas

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Collection/Shel{  Film DS Format

Hill, book 1, 1829-1884

5656090 @B

Land s, M cd 0. Newbura. bock 1. G United States &

Family Search — "Massachusetts, land deeds, 1791-1884"

30
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Patent

]

War of 1812 Bounty
Land

Did Your Ancestor Serve?

1775-1783 REV WAR
1812-1815 WAR 1812
1846-1848 MEX WAR
1861-1865 CIVIL WAR

1898 SPANISH/AMERICAN

33
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War of 1812 Bounty Land

* Located in present day states of Arkansas, Illinois
and Missouri (Michigan was planned but not
fulfilled)

* First and Second Acts: 24 December 1811 and 11
January 1812 for 160 acres for soldiers and non-
commissioned officers

* Act of 10 December 1814
— Provisions for soldiers enlisting after 1814
— 320 acres of land

34
Finding the 1812 Warrant
* NARA Publication
— War of 1812 Military Bounty Land Warrants, 1815-
1858 (M848, 14 rolls)
* Ancestry Database: “U.S., War Bounty Land
Warrants, 1789-1858” (includes M848 and M829
— Ohio Warrants)
* Fold3 Database: “War of 1812 Military Bounty
Land Warrants, 1815”
35

Wmesen Q8 0 @

First & Middle Names) Lasthiame

Yoar

Keyword

Warrant umiser

www.ancestry.com

36
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U.S., War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858
Warof 1812 5  Index To War of 1812 Military Bounty Land Warrants; 1812 Warrants: 00001-01726 >

AL

10/10/2022

WWW.ancestry.com

Wartant Number
20448 Exact

ED oo More help

Www.ancestry.com

38

All U.S., War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858
Results

Your search £ +re Rosultsl-20i2

www.ancestry.com

39
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George Colwell

in the U.S., War Bonnty Land Warrants, 1789-1858

Name: George Colwel N Provided in association
oo 1819 e
20448 R,
NATIONAL

Make a Connection

Find others who are researching George
Calwell in Public Member Trees

40

REWESIANL 15 the second section of an et of Congress,
passed the Btk of May, 1812, authorising the Secretary of War (o issue
Land Warranis ta the noncommissioned Oficers and Soldiers exlisted in
the service of the Uniled States, conformably to the acts of the 24tk of
December, 1811, and of the 44th of January, 1513, Ve Gelewaty.

atea S in the company commanded by Goaxfifwems
.Mmy K braig . .ofte Aor iment United
States’” oty fills .‘u-ﬁudu{:!-:mf:ﬂ AND mixTY
ACRES OF LAND, to be located agreeably to the said act on any unlocated
perts of the aix millions of acres appropriated by lax for the original
grantees of vuch wilitary warranis; and this warrat is not assignatla
or traugferable in any manser whatever.

2 e A " O
‘ﬂ.’ff J.n.u...,.;,ww..‘ oF

DEPARTMHE N T

www.ancestry.com

41

Later Bounty Land Acts

* 27 July 1842 - Could use 1812 warrant for land outside of the
three areas set aside

* 11 February 1847 - for one year’s service in Mexican War, 160
acres

* 28 September 1850 — War of 1812 and Indian Wars
— Nine months of service — 160 acres
— Four months of service - 80 acres
— One month of service — 40 acres

22 March 1852 - Removes restriction on assignment for all
warrants

3 March 1855 - Extended land benefits to groups previously not
covered, including Native Americans.

42
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QUESTIONS?

Land Entry Case Files

What is a land entry case file?

* These are records that document the transfer of
public lands from the U.S. government to private
ownership

* The National Archives holds over 10 million land
entry case files that cover 30 public land states!

45

15
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as Public Land?

* Original 13 colonies

South Carolina, Virginia

Vermont, and West Virginia

Which States Were Not Included

10/10/2022

» Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland,

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,

* Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas,

46
What Types of Land Entry Case
Files Exist?
» Military Bounty Land Warrants
* Pre-1908 General Land Entry Files
* Post-1908 General Land Entry Files
47

and warrant number

Military Bounty Land Warrants

* Filed by the year of the congressional act that
authorized the warrant, number of acres granted,

48

16
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Records Before July 1908

Organized by state, land office, type of entry (ex. Credit,
cash, homestead, timber, and mineral), and final certificate
number

Large portions of these files are NOT organized by name

Seven States Index (Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Florida,
Louisiana, Nevada, and Utah)

Includes Canceled or Relinquished Land Entries

10/10/2022

49

Records After July 1908

Regardless or state or type, organized in one large
series by a serial patent number

The National Archives holds name indices that
include the patent number through the mid
1950's.

The Bureau of Land Management district office
would need to be contacted for records after mid-
1950's

50

Cash Entry Files

Most land entries after the Cash Act of 1820 was
passed and before the Homestead Act of 1862
were direct cash purchases

The purchaser did not have to be a citizen,
provide proof of residency, or improvements on
the land.

In the 1830's and 1840's, preemption laws
required proof that the entryman met specific
requirements

51

17
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Affidavit of Benjamin Wingo
(1857)
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Using the Bureau of
Land Management
GLO web site

¥ Search Documents

[ ooy o
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. £

#  SearchDocuments  Reference Conter  Support  Pathfinder

3 b Soney Dessis

Land Descriptions

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT. " General Land|Office:Records
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Locating Tract

Books on

FamilySearch
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Bureau of Land Management
Tract Books

* Contain the records of each parcel of land transferred from
federal to private ownership in 28 of the 30 federal land states

» The tract books for Alaska and Missouri are lost.

* Volumes are organized by state, in some states by land offices,
and then by township number and range.

» Within each volume, entries are arranged by Section,
Township, Range.

* Use the Coverage Table on the FamilySearch wiki to identify
which volume to find the corresponding tract book.

64

@ v B swsmse sionour

A &Ho -

Famiy Ton oo Pemoies indenng  Acvie

a

United States, Bureau of Land Management Tract Books Coverage Table - FamilySearch Historical Records

65

P S — @ B 0 @ rerercod

United States Bureau of Land Management Tract Baoks, 1800-¢. 1955
De: n

www.familysearch.org

66

22



Class 3: Bounty Land, Land Entry Files and 10/10/2022
Homesteading

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR )
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT:

'S Search Documents
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NEBRASKA vel. 95 Township 7-8N, Range 15E
NEBRASKA Vol. 95 Township 7N, Range 16E
NEBRASKA Vol. 96 Township 7-16N, Range 1-2W
NEBRASKA Vol. §7 ‘ Township 7-16N, Range 3W
NEBRASKA vol. 97 Township 7-15N, Range 4W
NEBRASKA Vol. 97-98 Township 7-14N, Range SW
NEBRASKA vol. 58 Township 7-13N, Range 6W
NEBRASKA vol. 8 Township 7-12N, Range 7W
NEBRASKA Vol. 98-99 Township 7-11N, Range 8W

https://www.familysear:
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® B 8 @ e

www.familysearch.org
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TOWNSHIP NO.

Tract Book, Nebraska, Vol. 97
FamilySearch

71

Requesting Land
Entry Case Files from
the National

Archives

24
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Land Entry Case Files and Related Records

10/10/2022

www.archives.gov

73

Accessing Land Entry Records

Types of Land Entry Files

©surrendered Military Bounty Land Warrants

OPre-1908 Land Entry

01908 and Later Land Entry Files

www.archives.gov

S

- How to-Order

74

©Pre-1908 Land Entry Files

The broadest range of land entry files at Archives 1 record the day to-day

1820

patented an

homestead files (from 1862 on), and related records for both

cancelled land entries.

The following information is needed to request pre
records on site at Archives 1:

08 land entry

* state

i (Cash Land File of
« Land office Benjamin Wingo
* Type of patent under law* ati s identift
* Patent number**

*In the GLO Records database, the type of patent is generally listed in thy

uthority” field.

**In the GLO Records database, the patent num

er is generally listed in the “Document Nr." field.

Pre-1908 land entry files can also be ordered remately by using NATF Form

Select homestead records have been digitized and made a
Fold3.com 7' (d:
J.5., Homestead Final C

ad Records, 1863-19

abase titl mestead Records (NE

icates, 1863-1909

www.archives.gov

e
T e T
business of the GLO field branches to approximately 1908, o R b e L
I i o o M, e ot P
These records include credit files (up to about 1820}, cash files (from G R

or placing an erder online.

able online through Ancestry.com (' (database

d

75
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©1908 and Later Land Entry Files

Beginning in July 1908, the GLO revised its system of issuing patents,
assigning each consecutive patent issued a unique number instead of
assigning numbers by state and land office.

To request a serial land patent file on site at Archives 1, researchers only
need the serial patent number. Serial patents at Archives 1 range from
approximately 167 to 1,242,597,

In the GLO Records database, the serial patent number is generally listed
in the "Accession Nr." field. The "Issue Date" will be July 1908 or later.

Serial land pat
84[8 or placing an order online.

nt files can also be ordered remotely by using NATF F

Note: While the serial land patent files at Archives 1 can include
documents dating as late as the early 1970s, files dating from the early

1960s on are often housed at the appropriate NARA regional facility.

Serial Land Patent File for
Buffalo Bi

www.archives.gov

10/10/2022
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'NATIGNAL ARCHIVES ORDER FOR COPIES OF LAND ENTRY FILES.
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NATF Form 84 — Land Entry Files

77

QUESTIONS?
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Homesteading

The Homestead Act

 Signed in 1862, this law allowed any American (or immigrant pursuing
the citizenship process) to purchase up to 160 acres of federal land.

* The law was not fully repealed until 1986, when it expired in Alaska. All
previous states had repealed the law by 1976.

* Buyer was required to live on the land for five years and perform
necessary upkeep and additions.

> Civil War Union veterans could use time served in military towards
the residency requirement.

> Settlers could also acquire the title of land if they lived on the land for
6 months and paid the government $1.25 per acre.

80

Eligibility

* Adults 21 years and older

» Single women

» Former enslaved people
> (1868 - 14th Amendment was passed)
» Immigrants

» 1st papers required (declaration of intention)

81
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The Process

* Go to the local land office.

* Pay a small filing fee ($10)

* Live on the land and grow
crops for 5 years.

* After the 5 years, file for the
patent (land title). Pay the last
fee (about $8).

« Ifapproved, patent was
awarded.

82

e 1

e @he Wnited States of America,

@o all fo whom these presents shall come, Ereeting:

lomestead Cenificate No.

s
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é/w/n z'nu./ Lite oere by et coret Jin & aeror

Homestead Certificate 1, Daniel Freeman
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What's in the Land Entry Case
File?

* Final Certificate

* Final Receiver's Receipt

* Testimony of Claimant

* Testimony of Witness

* Final Homestead Affidavit

* Application and accompanying affidavits

84
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Which States Did NOT Have
Homesteads?

* Original 13 colonies
» Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Virginia

* Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas,
Vermont, and West Virginia

85

‘ Items From the Junction Union,

B~ Emigration is beginning to pour
into Western Kansas. 'The benefits of
| the Homestead Act are already being
| felt i this portion of the State. Come
| on. emigrants and home-seekers, this
{ is the best country in the West.

The cattle and other stock in this
counly are getting excessively fat—
There is no better stock raising country
in the world than Kansas. In this
branch of indu-try 1s a mine of inex«
haustible weaith.  QOur farmers are be.
coming aware of this fact and are acting
| accordingly.

The Topeka Tribune — 5 July 1862
(Newspapers.com)

86

Life on the Prairie

* Fierce winds and fires

* Grasshopper infestation

* Severe droughts

* The lack of trees forced many of the early settlers to
create their houses out of sod.

* Settlers had to supply their own farming tools.

* It was common for settlers to give up their land claim or
declare bankruptcy.

87
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Sod house in Custer County, Nebraska (Library
of Congress)

10/10/2022

88

Homestead Acts

Southern Homestead Act of 1866

» Included and encouraged African Americans to obtain a
homestead

Timber Culture Act of 1873
» Claimant required to plant trees
» No residency requirement

Kinkaid Amendment (1904)
» 640 acres to new homesteaders in western Nebraska

Enlarged Homestead Act (1909)
» Doubled acreage from 160 to 320 acres in marginal areas

National Stock-Raising Homestead Act (1916)
» Granted 640 acres for ranching purposes

89

Dawes Act

Passed in 1887 under President Grover Cleveland

Allowed the federal government to divide tribal lands. Native
Americans who accepted the division were allowed to
become U.S. citizens.

160 acres of farmland or 320 acres of grazing land
was granted to the head of each Native American family.

To receive allotment, enroll with the Office of Indian Affairs.
Their name went on the "Dawes rolls".

90
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Did Your Ancestor
Have a Homestead?

10/10/2022

Clues for Possible Homesteading

Check census records for
birthplace of head of family
and children. You may

Check census records for
the occupation of the head
of household. Look for

Review agriculture
schedules to identify if the
family had 160 acres (full

notice a move shortly after farmers that owned portion) or 80 acres (half
1862 out west. property. portion).

<Early 20th century, you may see a
higher acreage (320-640 acres).

92

1880 United States Federal Census for JohnVadra
Nebracks > Filmare >

ot otsiamer -
e T
e | T
< F ~al
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dran | S1oy. | DT "
in~/as /i

1880 U.S. Census — Geneva, Fillmore
County, Nebraska (Ancestry.com)
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1880 Agriculture Schedule — Geneva,
Fillmore County, Nebraska (Ancestry.com)

10/10/2022
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Locating Homestead
Records on Ancestry

“

First & Middle Name(s)
girth

Any Event

Keyword

Land Office

U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Final Certificate Year

Township and Range

Related data collections

www.ancestry.com

96
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N | Name:
Final Certificate Date:
Homestead Place:

Land Office:

Section:
& Add or Jlllate information Township:

oblem Range:

John N Vodra

inthe U.S.

, Homestead Records, 1863-1908

John N Vodra

11 0ct 1878
Nebraska, USA
Nebraska City; Lincoln
22

7 North

3 West

www.ancestry.com

10/10/2022
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U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908 for John N Vodra
Wbk ke hUncsn + 3478 01 Mo, o3 west

LAND OFFICE

Www.ancestry.com

98

Locating Other
Homestead Records

on FamilySearch
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FamiyTres Sesrch Memories Indesing  Activitz

United States, Cancelled, Relinquished, or Rejected Land Entry Case Files, 1861-1932
Description

auished, of reject

¥ the General Land Office, The 2ppi
1 officas at Dodga City and Topaics.and Iabrasia lang
e NARA Regional Canter in Kanzas City,

. This callection I being publshed a2 imi

View Images in this Callection

ehrousgh 535,766 mages

ntry Cace Fies, 1961-1932."

, 584161, 584170, 564151,

FamilySearch. itp:/[FamilySaarch.oeg : 29 March 2017, Citing
ol Archives ot Kansas Crt.

www.familysearch.org

100

{ FamilySearch,  Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities
Records Images Family Tree  Geneslogles G Books  Wiki
Unlted States, Cancelled, ..try Case Files, 1861-1932 w

State

Fited Stotes, Cancased,..Ary Case Flles, ©

Lard o name

Allance Land Office

Braken Bow L

www.familysearch.org

101

Py Trew Sewcch Memacss Indeig  Acivies

® B 0 @ rusencon)

www.familysearch.org

102
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es and

Linsoln I8 0543,
report.

REPORT OF FRAUDULENT CLAIM OR ENTRY.

v, st b used only fn coses foud or betienst to be frautulont or
Gt gorond o ¥7 ey ¥ i e

AGENTS MUST RETAIN A PRESS CORY OF THIS REPORT.

1. Narme aod posteoffice address of claimont: . James Bros, St. Ann, Neb,

of final prov with desoription of lauel

Tdncals X 12908, Serial 0643, Ded., 18, 1905, for OWNRI, sim,
Lot 2, 6ac. 3-6. 7 not. inoued.”

Tand is 211 rough exsept about 15 acres, The rough land is
suitable for stock pasture cmly. Corm is growing on about B mores
without irrigation.

Report of Fraudulent Claim or Entry (1903)

10/10/2022

103

State of Nebraska !
88;
Hayes County )

1, Peter Kusers, being duly sworn, upon cath say: I
an 50 years of age. Thormburg, Neb Ire
%148 about one Balf Rils frod the od Bouss that 1s on the hose-

#tead land of Juws Broz, Wis said land 1s in Seo, 3, T 5 N,

=y postortis

R 5L V. 1have livel at my said place of residence for the last
seven years, 1 amwell acquaisted with the said James Proz, 1
an also well aoyuminted with the father of said James Dros. The
£ather 1ives about 4 milss from the sod house on the Jasss Bros
land. During the first year after the ssid James Bros mads snid
ontry he made Bis hame and resided with his brother-in-lav,
Framk B, NeKi1lip and since then he has made Mis home and resided
with Ms fnther, He has mever made his actual home on his suid
homeatend 1and,

(Bignaa) Pater Fucera,

Bubsoribed nnd sworn to before me, this July &, 1909,

(sfened)  P.R.vadewortn,
- Spesial Agent, G.1.0.

Affidavit alleging fraud (1909)

104

it 12 n slgls mand nna ot Boan married. le was
Gualified to mmke

w.« e Foqitred by Law, Barh
or and with a sarried sl

Thera 13 mo svidance that the sntry was made in the intersst
of anyone other than the slaimnt.

et ot i ' metee 4, i St v
shas ha'€ld mot nave aryining in siste axoept shat b had R0 et 1

Hana s

1. That the entrymen has mever resided woa the land,
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1 Ex

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
%! GENERAL LAND OFFICE
WABHINGTON, 0. ¢

The Unite’ 3tates Involvirg E. E. No. 12903, MoCook
series, madeDacember 16, 1903,
vs. forSW} ¥EY, 3% Nw:, snA 1ot 2, Sec. 5,
Jamoa BTos 7. 5., B. BL V., 6th B.W.

REGISTER AND REQEIVER,
Zircoln, Yebraoka
Sirs
In reforance to the above-entitled case, you are advised

that the decision of the Secrotary of the Interior, dated

zeh 24, 1913 has become final

olosed, for your informa-

A copy of said deoision is herewith

tion and for your files

The case is hereby olosed. So mote on your re

The entry 18 eangeled, ond yeu will so.séviee the defendant.

Cancelled Homestead Case (1913)

10/10/2022
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¢ ch FamiyTes Seen temsdes Dndecng

Refine your search

Saarch by: ot nsty

© B 0 @ rwsemcrs

Print List

www.familysearch.or

107

t FamiyTree Search Mameres  Indexng  Acw

Citaog| soska ik

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

MNotes
Digral images of o

Film/Digital Notes

www.familysearch.org

@ B 0 @ ranerccon

B catsiog Print Uit (0)

Note Collection/Shelf Film DGS

Registers of homestead entries, no. 1-1085, 1963-1883 United States & Canada Digital 100857962
Registers of homestead entries, no. 1066-1110, 1063-1694 ut United States & Canaa Digital 100897963
Registar of final cash cartificates, v. 125, 1868:1893 Unitad States & Canada Digital 101180202
Receiver’s ragister of homestead final recalpts, v, 127, 1 United States & Canada Digiaal 100920954
Ragistar of timbar culturs entries, v. 1. Intsd States & Canaca Digital 101180315

Colorado, Gilpin County, homestead records, 1868-1894 [Pt |

Format

895880

-

108
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TIMBER CULTURE.

Centra) GLH O.\ln:‘ic\.\

REGISTER OF ENTRIES made at the I
it o dime
th T}m_wﬂ. day of &b
e S S|
e
” A
o, Dy 757 & 2 & 4 7 Foee! (L Aelgeyt

Timber Culture Register of Entries, Central
City, Colorado (1887)

109

Black Homesteaders

110

The Exodus of 1879
* First mass migration of Io ‘or Kams!

African Americans from

L. Brethren, Friends, & Fellow Citizens:
the South after the Civil X fol thanul o o you s the
REAL ESTATE
War AND
Homestead Association,
‘Will Leave Here the

* Many were former 15th of A[ll'll. “Wﬂ.

slaves (known as
exodusters)

 Settled in the states of
Colorado, Kansas, and
Oklahoma.

Library of Congrééé

111
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African American Homesteaders

* 6 Primary Homesteading Communities
» Nicodemus, Kansas
» DeWitty, Nebraska
» Sully County, North Dakota
» Empire, Wyoming
» Dearfield, Colorado
» Blackdom, New Mexico

112

National Park Service

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land
ko)

Nicodemus, KS  Sully County, SO Blackdom,NM  Dearfleld €O Empire WY  Dewitty NE B

X R PR MR

AN

Six Black Homesteader
Communities in the
Great Plains

4 \\‘
e L
Township ’5\',&\ , Range .50,

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-

113

National Park Service

Successful Quest for Land

NICODEMUS, KANSAS

TOWNSITE PLAN - 1877-1890
I .

Nicodemus, KS

Background Information
Nicotimus 5 the only survving Back home

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm

114
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National Park Service

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders’ Successful Quest for Land

Nicodemus, KS
william Kirtley

https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm

10/10/2022
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National Park Service

Staking their Claim: Black Homesteaders' Successful Quest for Land

Acres Claimed Map

https.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-america.htm

116

Strategies for Using
Homesteading Case

Files

117
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Immigrant Origins

* Immigrants were required to have already filed their
first papers (declaration of intention) in order to apply
for a homestead.

* Many land entry case files contain copies of the
naturalization papers that were filed by the applicant.

* Applications also list details about an ancestor's
birthplace.

» Pre-1906 naturalization records often list the name of
the country with no specifics on county or townland.

118

Certificate of Naturalization of Mrs. Mary Crain
(Ancestry.com)

119

Military Service

* Veterans who served in the Union during the Civil
War were eligible to apply for a homestead and use
their military service towards the 5-year residency
requirement.

* Soldier's Discharge records are included as proof
of service.

» Information includes regiment information, where
enlisted or drafted, occupation, birth date and
birthplace.

120
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fov. Phdantoats, & sevee 3

wat. n the Albusts Teodt of B -
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2 st o‘;;y,(uy VI e = —

Statement of Service, Adjutant General's Office, Land

Entry Case File of John Vodra (Ancestry.com)
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Review

| 1. Bountyland was an incentive for

‘ enlistment and may explain why
your ancestor moved outside of
their county and/or home state.

2. Federal land entry files may hold
valuable clues about your ancestor's
migration, their military, and
citizenship status.

Multiple sources should be
consulted to learn more about your
ancestor's story.

W

MY
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

125

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

126
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