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Ann G. Lawthers
Other Federal Records

Navigating 
our Nation's 
Federal Records

Meet today’s presenter

Ann G. Lawthers
Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Unique Census Records
• Library of Congress
• Less Well-Known NARA Records
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Road Map
Census Bureau

Questionnaires and 
Instructions

Mortality Schedule

Manufacturing 
Schedule

Agricultural Schedule

Library of Congress

Chronicling America

Maps

Congressional Serial 
Set

Local History Guides 
for Genealogy

More NARA

Census Enumeration 
Districts
More Maps
• Railroad
• General Land Office
• Military

Getting to Know 
Census Procedures

Census Procedures
• 1790 – 1870 – U.S. Federal Marshals 
– Little training
– 1790 – 1820, enumerators determined what to 

collected from the census acts passed prior to the 
census

– 1830 was first year of printed schedules

• 1880 began specially hired and trained 
enumerators

• 1880 – 1950 census conducted primarily by door-
to-door visitation
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1790 Census Instructions - Statute

1790 Statute Continued

Written Instructions
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https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/census_instructions/

1860 Census Instructions

1860 Census Instructions (cont.)
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1920 Census Instructions

How to Walk Down the Street
Urban

Rural

1940 Census – Clear Creek, CO

Not Home?

x marks the 
informant

Tip
Doesn’t make sense? 

Check the census 
instructions
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Mortality Schedules

Mortality Schedules
• Taken in 1850, 1860, 1870, 

and 1880

• Name of the deceased person

• Age, race, gender, cause of 
death, and occupation also 
included

• Died between 1 June (of the 
previous year) and 31 May 
(of the census year)

Tip
Know your census 

days!
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Census Day

1790‐
1800

1810 1820 1830‐
1900

1910 1920

2 August 6 August 7 August 1 June 15 April 1 January

1930‐
2020

1 April

1850, Mercer County, PA

Industry and 
Manufacturing 

Schedules
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Industry and Manufacturing 
Schedules

• 1820 and 1840 Industry questions 
embedded in Population Schedule

• 1850-1880 – Industrial-
Manufacturera

• Operations valued at $500 or more 

• Available digitally on Ancestry.com 
and FamilySearch.org 

Industry Related Questions in 
Population Schedule

• 1820 - Numbers of persons engaged in 
Manufactures

• 1840 – Number of persons in each family engaged 
in Manufacturers and Trades

Industry and Manufacturing 
Schedules (1850-1880)

• Name of the manufacturer

• Type of business or product

• Amount of capital invested

• Quantities, kinds, and value of raw materials used

• Quantities and value of product produced annually

• Kind of power or machinery used
– Extensive detail by 1880

• Number of men and women employed

• Average monthly cost of male and female labor
– Broke out skilled mechanic and “ordinary” labor by 1880
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https://www.archives.gov/files/research/genealog
y/charts-forms/

Manufacturing Schedule - Census

1850 U.S. Federal 
Census, Geauga 
County, Ohio

Manufacturing Schedule Detail

1850 U.S. Federal Census, Geauga County, Ohio, Manufacturing and Industry Schedule
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Agricultural Schedules
• 1820-1840 Agriculture 

question embedded in 
Popualtion Schedule

• 1850, 1860, 1870, and 
1880, 1885

• Name of the farmer, 
statistics about livestock 
and produce

• Available digitally on 
Ancestry.com and  
FamilySearch.org 

Agricultural Schedules 
(1850-1860)

• Limited to farms valued at more than $100

• Name of the farmer, owner, or manager

• Acreage- both improved and unimproved 

• Inventory of livestock (by breed)

• Count of agricultural goods produced in the 
previous year (by crop)

• Cash value of the farm- including machinery, 
livestock, goods produced, etc. 

Agricultural Schedule 
(1870-1880) 

• Limited to farms valued at more than $500

• Acreage- both improved and unimproved 
(1880 by crop)

• Inventory of poultry and the number of eggs 
produced (1880)
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1850 Census, Des Moines County, Iowa

Value of Real Estate Owned

1870 Agriculture Census Des Moines, Iowa

Page 2 of Agriculture Census
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Tip
Not every farm was 
included in these 

schedules

QUESTIONS?

Road Map

Census Bureau

Questionnaires and 
Instructions

Mortality Schedule

Manufacturing 
Schedule

Agricultural Schedule

Library of Congress

Chronicling America

Maps

Congressional Serial 
Set

Local History Guides 
for Genealogy

More NARA

Census Enumeration 
Districts
More Maps
• Railroad
• General Land Office
• Military
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https://www.loc.gov/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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Quotes 
won’t work

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/#tab=tab_advanced_search

Chronicling America
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Use Chronicling America For . . .
• Advertising

• Births & deaths

• Legal notices and public announcements

• Lists

• News articles

• Community and social events

Maps

https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/?st=gallery
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https://www.loc.gov/
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https://www.loc.gov/maps/?q=Mercer+County,+PA

Detail from Mercer County 1860 Map

Place Search – LOC Maps
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Sanborn Maps - LOC
loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps

Churches in 
Burlington, IA

Historical Geography

LOC: MacCouns An historical geography of the United States, 1892
16551640
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Congressional Serial 
Set

Congressional Serial Set
• House and Senate Documents and House and Senate 

Reports
– Reports of congressional committees 
– Documents include all other papers ordered printed by the 

House or Senate 

• Began 1817 – 1819, the 15th Congress

• Numbering system,  e.g. decoding H.rp 948 (78-1) 10764
H.rp = (House or Senate; document type)
948 = (report number)
(78-1) = (Congress and session)
10764 = (Serial Set volume number)

Value for Family Historians
• Private claims for military service

• Relief petitions

• Patent lists

• Land grants

• War of the Rebellion records

• Official Register (Federal 
employees)

• Maps of exploration and state 
boundaries

• Native American data

• Lands surveys, post road routes

• Military registers

• Census statistics

• Lighthouse reports

• DAR grave registers

• Private Petitions and Memorials
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American State Papers
• First 13 Congresses - 1789-1838

• Topics
– Foreign Relations
– Indian Affairs
– Finances
– Commerce and Navigation
– Military Affairs
– Naval Affairs
– Post Office Department
– Public Lands
– Claims
– Miscellaneous

Accessing the Serial Set
• Congressional Information Service (now 

LexisNexis and Readex) have digitized and 
indexed. 

• Heritage Quest

• American Memory at LOC has American State 
Papers

• AND . . .

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/serialset
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26th Congress

Private Petitions:  American State Papers, 3rd
Congress, 1793

Published Indices to Private Claims 
https://www.govinfo.gov/
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Gov.info – Index of private claims

James McCrory Petition - 1840

Local History and 
Genealogy
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https://www.loc.gov/

https://catalog.loc.gov/

https://www.loc.gov/rr/
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https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/

https://guides.loc.gov/local-history-genealogy-vertical-files

https://www.loc.gov/rr/genealogy/tips.html
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https://guides.loc.gov/local-history-genealogy-research-guides

https://guides.loc.gov/

https://guides.loc.gov/genealogy-research-online-resources
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https://guides.loc.gov/genealogy-research-online-resources/digital-primary-sources

QUESTIONS?

Road Map

Census Bureau

Questionnaires and 
Instructions

Mortality Schedule

Manufacturing 
Schedule

Agricultural Schedule

Library of Congress

Chronicling America

Maps

Congressional Serial 
Set

Local History Guides 
for Genealogy

More NARA

Census Enumeration 
Districts
More Maps
•Railroad
•General Land Office
•Military
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Census Areas
• 1790-1870-

enumerators were 
assigned a specific 
division, usually 
town, city, or county

• 1880-present-
enumerators were 
assigned an 
enumeration district 

Enumeration District Maps
• National Archives and Records Administration
– Enumeration District and Related Maps, 1880-

1990
– Enumeration District Descriptions, 1850-1950 

(RG29)

• FamilySearch.org (20th century)

• Ancestry.com (20th century)

1950 Enumeration District Map – Milton, MA
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Before 1880, Look for Ward Maps

https://www.loc.gov/maps/?dates=1880/1889&fa=location:boston&q=Boston

1856 Map of Boston with Ward #
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1860 Census, Boston, Ward 2

And More Maps

www.archive.gov               www.archive.gov/research                      www.archive.gov/research/genealogy
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www.archive.gov/research/genealogy                 https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/topics

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/maps

https://www.archives.gov/research/cartographic
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Railroad Maps
• Answers the question:  Is it possible my ancestor 

traveled by rail?

• Early maps include canals – migration routes

• Right-of-Way maps 1875-1930

• Railroad valuation maps
– 1913 Valuation Act to set freight rates
– Landowners names

RG77 – Civil Works Map File 1848

RG49 – Right of Way 1888
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Index by State to Valuation Maps

RG64 – Reference Maps 1913

General Land Office Maps
• Size of sections

• Watercourses

• Some maps include detailed descriptions of the 
quality of the land
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RG49 – Public Land Township Plat 1804

Military Maps
• Civil Works Map File - Notable are detailed area and 

county maps of parts of Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Maryland, Texas, and Virginia during the 1860s. RG 
77

• Army Graves Registration Service among the Records 
of the Office of the Quartermaster General, RG 92

• Records of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission, RG 117. 
– WW I and WW II names and service numbers of some 

of the U.S. military personnel who are buried overseas

RG77 Civil Works Map 1849
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Summary
• The federal Census Bureau has more tools to help family 

historians than just the population schedules:
– Instructions to enumerators
– Non-population schedules of mortality, agriculture and 

manufacturing/industry

• The Library of Congress has gems:
– Chronicling America (historic newspapers)
– Maps 
– Congressional Serial Set (private petitions from your ancestor to 

Congress)

• Misc. NARA
– Census enumeration district maps
– Maps – railroad, Land Office, civil – trace migrations

QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

https://www.americanancestors.org/navigating-our-nations-federal-records-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright © 2022
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