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Immigration & Naturalization

For most genealogists this means:
— Passenger lists
— Traditional naturalization records
* Declaration of Intent
* Petition for Naturalization
* Naturalization Certificate

The National Archives has many other records in
addition to these

Immigration & Naturalization

RG 21 - Records of District Courts of the U.S.
RG 36 - Records of the U.S. Customs Service
RG 56 - General Records of the Dept. of Treasury

RG 85 - Records of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS)

RG 90 - Records of the Public Health Service
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Immigration

Immigration

Admit/ = i Passenger

Deport List
Problems? Arrival

ation

Act of March 2, 1819

* “An act regulating passenger ships and vessels”
was the result of the especially high mortality
rates on these vessels. Epidemics of typhus,
cholera, and smallpox motivated Congress.

* The act limited the number of passengers a ship
could carry.

* For those ships leaving the U.S. it outlined the
provisions required for each passenger.

* It established the manifesting of all passengers
on board.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org;
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The first steps taken...

* These early issues with immigration and
naturalization were the building blocks for
subsequent laws.

» Two major steps were created during this time:

— The option to deport an undesirable immigrant
— The requirement to list on a manifest all persons

on board a ship docking at the United States.
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Changes in Passenger Lists

* Begun in 1820, the passenger lists have undergone
changes over the years.

* Originally the responsibility of the Customs
Office, the emphasis was on baggage onboard.

*+ Asimmigration increased, more questions were
asked.

* Questions also were added when the United States
felt threatened by a group.

12
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Resources for Genealogists

Home > Resear

Start Your Family Research

Events

Y~

e B

Popular Tapics

Genealogy News

National

i Archives 1950
Census
Genealogy Series

webinars
starting March 2!

Can 1 start my family history
research by iyping a name in the
search box

o

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
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Forms: Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent Classes

Passenger Lists

Military Forms

Immigration Forms

19
Immigration
Admit/ ﬁ Passenger
Deport List
Problems? Arrival
& Examin- (
ation
20

Arrival
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Immigration

Admit/ o i Passenger

Deport List

Problems? Arrival

ation
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22

Immigrant Act of 1882

* First in a long series of modifications

* Began to identify what constituted an
“unacceptable” immigrant

* Began to identify who was responsible for the
expense of an unacceptable immigrant

23

Unacceptable

* If on such examination there shall be found among
such passengers any convict, lunatic, idiot, or any
person unable to take care of him or herself without
becoming a public charge, they shall report the same
in writing to the collector of such port, and such
person shall not be permitted to land.”

24
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Additional Exclusions

* To avoid health epidemics

* To prevent anarchy

* To prevent the undermining of the American
“way of life”

* To protect immigrants from forced labor

25

Immigrant Inspection

* 1%tand 274 class passengers were inspected on
board the ship

* 3t class, “Steerage,” were transferred from the ship
to an immigrant inspection station

* Notations made on passenger lists

26

6-Second Exam

¢ Doctors at Ellis Island
would examine newly
arrived immigrants as
they walked up stairs,
etc.

A
@ D
B Back

. conjuncsivisis

€T Trachoma

* Chalk marks identified E e
possible problems
requiring additional S ¢ seatpiungus)
examination. C

Senility

27
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QUESTIONS?

Immigration

Admit/ » i Passenger

Deport List

[ \

Problems? Arrival

ation

30
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Guide to Federal Records

Research in the National Archives Other Online Research Tools
Catalog
i E
Most Requested
, Research Your W Research Research a
Ancestry “* Military Records "\ Specific Topic
popd

32

ETERANS SERVICERECORDS EDUCHTOR REEDURGES,

uide to Federal Records

Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives  GuidetoFederal Records
of the United States .

of the

4o GO0 ReECORd Group #

(-]

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service [INS]

(Recard Group 15)
2787-1993 (bulkc 188
Overview of Recards Locations

)

Table of Contents

dits Predocessors 1862.1955

ra e "W for Then) records
AR Taciinien

cords ol Alen Engmy nternment Camg

193551

www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/085.html
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1882-2957

nixmlySmcm'a—yal5ta(a.c<amsunleu'ﬂenhcpasm\rur\u-}s at. 488), March 2, 1819, for submitting immigration statisties to Congress. ACommissioner of
immigration, eUs. York City, : of State by the
migration Act {13 tat. 348}, July 4, 1864, Commissoner assumed a n I  Thislatter resp

vt rsumad by the Secretary upon aballshmant f the poaton of Comissioner cFimeigratln by i act of March 30, LIGB (15 Stat. 8], knigration satistics
were t of the y £ in 1869, and by an act of May T, 1674 (18 Stat. 42), they were made a responsibility the

Socretaryofth Treasury. Bginning wit the Chinese Exdusion Ac (22 Stat, 58, May &, 1882, and the Immigration Act {22 Stat. 214, August , 1652, Congress
enacted 2 series of laws intending to restrict immigration into the United States of undesired alien groups, to forbid importation of contract lsborers, and to

b 42 o o s 1 e et of Mgl gt g thale g 00 St o Ty, o carde ok i
ent of the Treasury by an act of

responsibilities principally through

sgences. O ofthe Supasinteent o

rar-Genersl of Immigration and ofice renamed B
s Appropriation Act (26 Stat. 760), March 2, 1895, Transferred to the Department of Commerce and Labor by the act creating the department (32 Stat
826), February 14, 1903. Executive branch responsibiliesfor naturalization assigned to redesignated Bureau of Immigration and
at. 596), June 29, 1506, T b abor he Bureau of Immigration and the Bureau of
arch 4, 1913. Consalidated to form INS, 1933, SEE 85.1

t creating th

85.2.1 General records

Textual Records: Letters sent, 1862.1912. Lettars received, 1882- 1906, it et 18821903, and ndas, 1953-1506. Su neunnupanac—m 1906.32 (226
BEG

), with name and subject indexes (21 ft and 31 rolls of micr 18911957 o poliey fles, 1906
32 (242 ). Adrwinistrative issuances, 1909-56. Deportation Division passpart lists, 1927-37. Political refuge  1934-35,

191139, Immigra , 1892- 1918 Administrative files relating to , 1906-40 (449 ), Central subject s, 1949-58 (224 It Indiexes to
naturlzatons of World Wor 1soldirs, 1916 and t rauduent naturalzations, 1906-15

Microfilm Publications: T455.

M (Litem): United Stat of - g of aiens included in each state's population, 1940,

Sound Recordings (78 items): INS- and ! detailing problerns facing aliens in the United States and
docums hts and respo 5 0 the work of the border patrol, 1340-45,

RG 85 Files

35

RG 85 Case Files

* Often referred to as Entry 9 files

* U.S. Subject Index to Correspondence and Case
Files of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, 1903-1959

* On microfilm (publication T458)

* On Ancestry.com

* The records generated from detention of,
investigation of, or questions about immigrants.

36
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Case Files

U.S. Subject Index to Correspondence and Case Files of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1903-1959

37

Subject Index - T458

Hosp-Treatmt - Diseased - RLLIS ISLAND, New York -

. 53,406-20 . INSANE prior authy Miss Yznaga from Cuba
: melancholia - $1000 bd ' Jan-1912
§3,293-181 OOMPLAINT re food - NY. cominarta ra t?ﬁlr
CAngratitude  Julvil9ll
-53,370-694 ADUITTED immediatsly on arrival a/c urgent
naturs of case hydrophobia - dmmorul actress

{rom Porto Rico; Alyna é‘iél};'“ Hflvflngﬂ &
1 en arri-§

54,202-17 EI repts instrcts issue
;1- including seamen be treated at the EI
; spital instead of outside ho
54,503-20  Bur to EI re facilities for l:ia:?r;‘i‘};nlgo;i;):
er test for clonorchiasis. 11/23/21n.
‘54,670-67( El re charges vs father of alien Ellen Cotte:
trtd for ringworm of scalps

38

Subject Index

-53,370-694 ADMITTED immediately on arrival alc urgent
; naturs of case hydrophobia — 4mmorul actres
s oo 1s 4502 Torto Rico; Alyna Lina  loy-1911

While Alyna Lina was listed in the
Subject Index because of her Ellis Island
hospital admission, she was detained
for an entirely different reason.

39
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Entry 9 Case Files

40

N e AN

Entry 9 Case Files

41

42
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Possible Records

» BSI and Detainee lists * Bonds

* Detention Cards ¢ Court records

* Medical certificates and ¢ Verification of landing
other health records

* Records generated by
* Board of Special Inquiry  county officials
interviews

¢ Arrest warrants

* Correspondence .
* Deportation warrants

* Bills for expenses
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Problems? Arrival
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RECORD OF ALIENS HELD FOR SPECLAL INQUIRY.

48
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RECORD OF ALIENS HELD FOR SPECLAL INQUIRY.

51
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TAL INQUIRY.

10/17/2022
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Catalog Results
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Other Immigration
Files

Americanization Files

* Education and Americanization Files, 1914-1936
(Entry 30)

* Citizenship Training Textbooks, 1918-1935 (Entry
34)

* May not have information on your ancestors but
offer insight into what immigrants were
experiencing in becoming Americans.

59

Citizenship Training

* Much of the information is the business of the
schools

* May luck out and find that lists of graduates have
been included

* Could show an ancestor who went through such a
class, but perhaps died before completing the
naturalization process.

60
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Citizenship Training (Entry 30

61

( )
( )

Citizenship Training (Entry 30

62

THEvPUBLI SCHOOLS

BUREAU-OF-N LIZATION
UNITED-STATES-_DEPA NT:-OF:- LABOR

63
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Entry 34 - Training Books

Entry 34 — Training Books
65

Entry 34 — Training Books
66
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Entry 34 — Training Books
67

Registers & Indexes

Registers of Letters Received, 07/12/1891-09/11/1903
(Entry 3)

Records of Passports Procured by the Deportation
Division, 1927-1937 (Entry 11)

Index of Fraudulent Naturalizations, 1906-1915 (Entry
28)

Index to Naturalizations of World War | Soldiers, 1918
(Entry 29)

Register of Letters — Entry 3
69
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Register of Letters — Entry 3

70
rtation Division (Entry 11)
alizations (

Deportation Division (Entry 11

71

Fraudulent Naturalizations (Entry

72
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<
Ind. of Nat. of WW | Soldiers (Entry 29) — on Fold3.com

73

3567-M = oma
> STATES OF 4, ‘
Q‘“‘" 0’0‘

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION

Gust Gaal — Ft. Lewis, 1918, Nat. — Ancestry.com

Finding Records at
NARA

75
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Guide to Federal Records

1 el R b Mo cives b e ot of e mnigraion s i Serics 45

Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service [INS]

http://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/085.html

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

78
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Registers of Letters Received, 7/12/1891 - 91131903

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

79
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https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

80

Register of Letters — Entry 3
81
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Other Immigration
Records

7.
S ommenwtolth of Massichuserts, o vxe ||
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Very respeattaly,
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RG 36 — Customs Service

83

QUESTIONS?

84
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Naturalization
Records

10/17/2022

Naturalization Process

* Declaration of Intent (1%t Papers)

* Application (Petition) for Naturalization (2
Papers)

 Certificate of Naturalization

86

|

rrrrrrrr

DECLARATION OF INTENTION

(lovalid for sl purposes seven years afer the date hereol

District of Massachugktts, ss: In the District Court of the United States
e T 2 e

o R
3.7 S cedr Cotleciing aged TPy,

creellnyccr 1., dodeglare on oath that my persond

descripti Colu%(fm, mmplexiw%/ué. height Bt D i

wei ds, color of halr/é‘é‘ < L , color of eyes... /A«A‘ .
stinctive mark R e

It is my bona fide intention to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreigr

Declaration of Intention

87
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P e Altey,
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Cay,
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Petition of Naturalization

88

(el
INS not created until
1906

MENU

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

90
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Naturalization Records

* Many available on Ancestry.com

* Many images available to 1945 on

FamilySearch.org

* FamilySearch.org may only be images that must

be browsed

91

Natusalization Petitions, 1871 - 1903

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch

93
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Cook County, lllinois declar:

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/407647

10/17/2022

Repatriation

Repatriation

* Repatriation was often necessary for those women
who had married aliens and lost their citizenship.

+ U.S. born men who fought for another country
(such as Canada during World War I before the
U.S. entered) would lose their U.S. citizenship.

* Applying for citizenship in another country was
another way to lose U.S. citizenship.
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e Circuit Court of the United States

770
/ 118
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Masgausetts, :
Vg Ztu,zw
T
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Male repatriation
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Women & Repatriation

* Repatriation of women who lost their citizenship
not an option until the passage of an act on June
25, 1936.

* And one more act passed on July 2, 1940, would
be needed before real separation of marriage and
citizenship took place.

10/17/2022

United States District Conrtat Boston, Mass.
& Before george C. Sweeney S vl
:.‘ 1 CORDXLIA GERTRUDE FUNTER Morence, Northampton,Nass.
1450 Jsmary 5, 1986 =
J CEARLES FRITER
[ -
" Birth Gertificate Exnidit A
~ Marriage Certificate Exhibik B.
T t1f1cs $..0
. 2RER oo o September  [ToP6e
Female repatriation 1936 Act

ORIGTNAL

T ATIoN TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE ACT
"i‘:}.‘;‘ﬁ“l‘f’.,;.;‘ AND FORM OF SUCH OATH (PUBLIC—NO. 783—T4th CONGRESS)

\

Hugh D. Mclellen

s, ctvona P airt Lclloia

Female repatriation 1923 Act
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Finding Repatriation Records

* Repatriation records used Form N-415,
Application to Take Oath of Allegiance to the
United States

* Usually filed in separate volumes within the court.

* ALL of the titles will include the word repatriation

* Found in RG 21 - Records of District Courts of
the United States

* Generally found at NARA Branches

103

o Resaarch Our Records  Guidto Fedral Reerds i the Nationst Archivesofth Uit States

Guide to Federal Recotds

Guide to Federal Records in the National cuide to Federal Recoras
Archives of the United States o

The Web Version of the Guide

Search Online
Go to Record Group #

archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

104

[ =" Records of District Courts of the United e aning ads tor
States

Chicage

(Resord Group 21)
1685-1983
Overview of Records Locations

Table of Contents

archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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Textual Records (in Atlanta): Case files, 1813-18

21.2.2 Records of the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District

Textual Records (in Atlanta): Records of the Northeastern Division (Huntsville), including minute books,
1826-1963; dockets, 1838-1357; case files, 1866-1963; final record books, 1875-1931; and records relating to
naturalization, 1875-84, 1909-11, and 1923-26. Records of the Eastern Division (Anniston), including minute
books, 1903-64; dockets, 1903-57; case files, 1903-63; civil order books, 1939-50; and final record books, 1907-
30. Records of the Middle Division (Gadsden), including minute books, 1903-76; dockets, 1309-67; case files,
1910-63; and final record books, 1911-30. Records of the Southern Division (Birmingham), including minute
books, 1885-1964; dockets, 1883-1967; case files, 1867-1967; final record books, 1891-1932; roll of attorneys,
1885-1947; and records concerning naturalization, 1909-62. Records of the Western Division (Tuscaloosa),
including minute books, 1905-68; dockets, 1905-63; case files, 1905-63; and final record books, 1912-31.
Records of the Northwestern Division (Florence), including minute books, 1309-75; dockets, 1909-57; case
files, 1910-63; and records concerning naturalization, 1922- 29. Records of the Jasper Division, including
minute books, 1912- 67; dockets, 1912-57; case files, 1912-63; and final record books, 1914-30. Records for all
divisions including judgments of acquittals, 1946-74; civil judgment dockets, 1945-52; indexes to general
minutes, 1885-1953; minute books, 1885-1965; civil order books, 1938-50; equity minute books, 1930-52;
criminal minute books, 1938-64; declarations of intention, 1910-59; naturalization petitions and indexes,
1911-63; overseas naturalization petitions,1943-55; naturalization orders, 1926-70; and rgpatriation oaths,
1922-63. Also judgement and order books for both criminal and civil cases, 1951-76.

Microfilm Publications: M1547,

archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Navigating our Nation's Federal Records 2022

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

COURSE SCHEDULE

‘September 28 - Class 1:Overview of the NARA System

https://www.americanancestors.org/navigating-our-nations-federal-records-2022
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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