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Genealogical Proof
Standard (GPS)




Genealogical Proof Standard

* Reasonably exhaustive research

* Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

* Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

* Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

* A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Why Bother With A Proof Standard?

* Guides your evaluation of evidence

* Provides a framework for putting together a
credible argument for a genealogical fact, e.g. who
are the parents of Jacob Homer?

* Helps you feel secure with your conclusions,
especially when your only evidence is indirect.
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Research Roadmap with GPS
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Conflicts

The Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)
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Reasonably Exhaustive Research

* Reviewing a variety of record sets for a specific
location and time period, including browsable
records.

* It is not reasonable to go to every local historical
society or repository in-person to do your
research.

* Leverage photocopy/lookup services for items that
you can't find on web sites like FamilySearch.org
or AmericanAncestors.org.
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Tip
Consider setting up a
consultation with a

professional genealogist to
review your findings.



Principles of Analysis

Original |nf0rmati0n

First-hand

Derivative EVi d ence

Second-hand
Direct Indirect Negative
Authored Unknown
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Analyze

* Evaluate the Source
— Original: first recorded form
— Derivative: from something already written or spoken
— Authored: compiled

* Evaluate the Information
— Primary: first-hand (participant)
— Secondary: secondhand (non-participant)

e Evaluate the Evidence
— Direct
— Indirect
— Negative
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Definitions: Sources and Records

* A source is a coherent collection of records
created by a single jurisdiction or a single author
for a defined purpose.

* A record is that portion of a source which
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis (Boston:
NEHGS, 2014) p. 1
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Examine the FAN Club

* F = Family Members
e A = Associates

* N = Neighbors
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Tools to Organize
Your Findings



Reminder - Use the Basic Tools!

* Pedigree Chart
* Family Group sheet

* Annotated Research Log
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Annotated Research Log

A B C D E F
Source I Name (and variant spellings) | Dates examined | Place | Relevant Record | Notes |
Vital Records
Births of Elizabeth and William Hungerford,
children of William Hungerford and Margaret in
1691 and 1694. William Hungerford referenced as
Colonial Records of Southern Maryland by Elise Charles County, the father is the son of William Hungerford
Greenup Jourdan, p. 33 William Hungerford 1634-1662 Maryland No (1634-1662).
Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850 John Leigh/Lee and Anne Ipswich, No marriage record was recorded in Ipswich vital
(AmericanAncestors.org) Hungerford 1620-1671 Massachusetts No records
Church Records
mong the original proprietors listed are Zachary
Field and Richard Webb. William Phillips and
Matthew Beckwith, William Henry. Walker lists a “Thomas Hongerforth” in a
Clarke, Zechariah Field, Nicholas separate list of individuals that he believes “owned
Jennings, Ralph Keeler, William lots prior to 1639, or took the share of some of the
George Leon Walker, The History of the First Phillips, Henry Wakeley, Richard foregoing persons on forfeiture at a period shortly
Church in Hartford, 1633-1883 Webb, Thomas Hungerford 1630-1655 Hartford, Connecticut Yes after”.
Ipswich Mass. First Church Records, 1724-1898
Finding Aid (RG5288) at Congregational Library John Leigh/Lee and Anne Ipswich, No First Church of Ipswich records extant before
and Archives Hungerford 1620-1671 Massachusetts No 1724
[Probate, Wills, and Other CourtRecords |
Hartford, Matthew Beckwith and Thomas Hungerford
The Records of the Particular Court of Connecticut, Connecticut; New (plaintiffs) brought a charge of slander against Will
1639-1663 (HathiTrust) Thomas Hungerford 1620-1663 London Yes Edwards.
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Creating Timelines

* Create a timeline for one specific person or couple
that you're researching

* Summarize by year each known fact about a
person's life

* Include alocation (if known) for each fact
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Timeline of 3x Great Grandfather
Francis Dougherty

1802 1829-1833 1839 17 Mar. 1844
b. ca. 1802 - County Sons Owen, Peter, immigrated to Daughter Mary
Monaghan, Ireland Michael, and Prince Edward baptized in Vernon
Patrick born in Island (PEI) River, PEI
County Monaghan,
Ireland
m. Catherine Clarkin Son Bernard baptized Daughter Margaret
in Tydavnet, County in Tydavnet, County baptized in Vernon
Monaghan, Ireland Monaghan, Ireland River, PEI
14 Feb. 1828 1836 29 Aug. 1841
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Timeline of 3x Great Grandfather
Francis Dougherty

1 Feb. 1847 23 Oct. 1853 25 Sep. 1861 12 Feb. 1862
Daughter Bridget Daughter Purchased Selected to be co-
baptized in Vernon Bridget baptized in additional land in administrator of
River, PEI Vernon River, PEI Lot 58 his brother-in-law
Owen Clarkin's
estate in PEI.

Enumerated in 1861

Daughter Catherine Purchased Lots 57 Canada Census on
baptized in Vernon and 58 on PEIl from Lot 58. Lived next to
River, PEI Earl of Selkirk son Peter.

11 June 1849 7 Apr. 1856 1861
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Timeline of 3x Great Grandfather
Francis Dougherty

14 May 1866 31 May 1886
Purchased 120 acres of Left PEI to visit his son
land in Lot 60 Peter in Kansas

Enumerated on 1881
Canada Census in Lot 58.

Ellen Dogherty (age 13) was Arrived in Banner,
living with him. Francis is Dickinson, Kansas
listed as widowed. son Peter

1881 18 June 1886

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

13 June 1891

Francis is nominated as
the oldest living person
in Dickinson County,
Kansas — residing in
Holland township. Details
his immigration in 1888.

Gravestone in Mount
Calvary Cemetery.
Inscription is on the other
side of daughter-in-law

to visit his Margaret Cairn's
gravestone.

22 Aug. 1892



TIp
Create a summary of gaps in your
timeline. This will help you identify

where and when you need to
continue research.



Timeline Gaps for 3x Great
Grandfather Francis Dougherty

* No record found in Ireland before his marriage in 1828
* No record between 1866 land purchase and 1881 Census

* No U.S. census recording Francis residing in Kansas
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Suggestions for Additional
Research

* Identify pre-1828 records in County Monaghan (ex.
Tithe applotment books, estate records)

* Identify 1871 and 1890 census alternative records that
may exist (deeds, tax records, newspaper articles)

e DNA Evidence
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Using Spreadsheets

* Spreadsheets can be helpful with tracking multiple
names and help you identify where there may be a
relationship in common

* You can add as many columns as needed

* Recommend using color coding or bolding items
that are significant to your research.
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FAN Club Spreadsheet

Last Event|  Event _ -
mm Relationship Possible Relationship

Dunn John 1860 Census 1860 Household Living with his uncle Thomas and his

resident wife Catherine McMorrow
Sponsor is _ , o .
: . Felix' ; h
Dunn John Baptism 1848 Felix elix's sister, Catherine is married to

John's uncle, Thomas
McMorrow Z

Her husband may be related to
1876 Wife Margaret Kelly, wife of Felix
McMorrow

Mary Marriage to

DUnn by John Kelley
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QUESTIONS?



Creating a Research
Summary



Create a Research Summary

TW0 GENERATIONS OFF JONATHAN ROWLEY:
AN EDWARD FULLER LIME

OBIECTIVE

The following research has confirmed generations that are primarly gihven
acourately i primted pemealogies nt with zorps event: not contemporarily
recarded (as stated in the genealogies) or in some cases the genezlogies make
certain errors that are herem clarified.

The following concems the MmaTower descant of Heary Eeat Bliss (1835-1209).
Hiz zon Arino Draniel Eliss applied m 1930 to the Sonz of the American
Pevalution m Mew York State throngh his descent fromn Captain hliczh Mndze
({1718-1813), and cited his souoce: as the Thorston, Mudge, and Blisz
Fensalomies. Thiz application identified the following Femerations:

Abigail Bowley m. hliczh hMudze [son of Capt. Micah Mdzs)
Charlotte hndze m Daniel Tinoston

Hanmah Thurston m. Darisl Blizs

Hanry Eent Blizs . Thereza 5. Johnson

Abizail Fowley has been identified a2 3 descendant of JMdmifower paszenzer
Edward Fuller in the Mayflower Five Generation Series. She was bom probably
at Colchester, Commecticut, and baptized at Eent Comnecticut, 4 Octobser 1747,
the danghter of Tonsthan® (Moze: Rowlsy®, Elcabett’ Fuller, Mothew”, Edward')
and Abigail (Gresn) Fowdey.” Her father’s will, dated at Eent, Counecticut, Z1
Diacember 1768, mwentory 13 Apmil 1771, mentions (among others) dawshter
Alpizail by first name only, The following now ideatifies what the gensalogies say
and what the contemporary or soon after events can confirm.

RESEARCH SUMMARY |

Alfrad hudge, Memorials: Being a Genealogical, Blographical mwd Historical
Account gf the Noowe af Midse m Awericq from T838 fo JE68 (Boston, 1845),
28-82. lists the following pertinert information ahaout Blicah and his wife:

hlicsh Mndze, son of MMicah and Lucy, b in Zharon, Coan | Blay 15, 1745; d. in
Luwmberland, Sullivan Co., MY Movember 1801, ae. 50 v. dm. ...

' Boms of the American Bevolotios Application of Arthur Damisl Bliss, 1930, State Mumber
3181, Natzomal Nussbar 50175 [on Ancestry.com, accassed March 20175

* Hant Clech FEocords, 1:87, Commacticer State Library, a5 oited iz Bruce Camphgll
MacGmmigle, Mylowdr Famviilier Threagk Fint Guneraiiond — Darcendienty of fia Pligriss wike
Lscded ai Phimeial, Mais, Decesddr JEI0 — Faluwhe Four Thind Edition Fasdly :I_l" Edvidrd
Fuller (Phymeth, Mags.: Gezaral Society of Mayflowse Descandaxts, 2006), 10505
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Ham Abizail Rowley, 1767, dan. of Tszachar, Mew Labanon
ke m. 2 Ichabod Cammichasl, and rerpoved to Delaware Co., MUY, and died
about 1811,

GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY

1. ARIGAIL ROWLEY, bapuz:ed at Kent, Connecticut 4 October 1747, danghtar of
Tonathan® (Moces Rowiey, Elizabet® Fuller, Mathew', Edward') "and Abigail
{CGreen) Fowley. She pIJIpDItEd.I.} removed to Delaware Comsty, Mew York and
died about 1311.*

Zhe married fist at in 1767 MICAH MUDGE. He was bom st Sharon,
Compeacticut, 15 May 1742, son of Biicah and Lucy (Spencer) hiudze. Ha disd at
Lumberland, Sullivan County, Mew York, Movamber, 13017

She marrisd secand ICHAROD CARMICHAFL.

Mieglee Messorraiz, 39, calls her “dan. of Iszachar, Mew Lebanon™ This is
the [zaachar Fowlay qum'LehanDn, brother of thiz above Abgzzil. He iz alsg the
“Diezcon Rowley™ at whose home Charlotte Biudze married Dianie]l Thurston
abput 1785,

Mieglee Memporialz, ndicztes that Micah lived in Sharon Connecticut untl
1760 when he moved with hiz father to Richmond, Berkshire Coumty,
Mazzachnsettz. He afterwrards removed to Caanem Mew York where he rezided m
1780,

Mo probate for hficsh Mudee has been found and no land records

Children of hicak and Abigail Fowiey) Mudge”
. CsarLoTTE Mupas’, b 14 fume 1768 m. 1785 ar 1786, Dani=r THumsTow,
- BrmaMumae, b 1771 d ot age of twa years.
. Lumsze Mupcs; b, 19 My 1773, m Tenpea Jomeaoe,
M s Muoee, s Trenas Hewrovs, rem to South Carolma.
Aratan Munse, b 1783, m. CoesdesTt Consy.
Joer Mumsce, b 25 April 1762 m. EsToes Mives

A FER.

? Eant Chorch Recards, 1:87, Comnecticet Stre Liteary, a cited in Bruce Camphall
MacGmmmigle, Mylovdr Famviilier Throagk Fint Gdoeraiiond — Dércendiesty of fie Pligriss wike
Lscded &t Phimesial, Maii, Decesbdr JEI0 — Falwhe Four Thind Edition Fasdly :I_l" Edidrd
Fuller (Phymeth, Mags.: Gezaral Society of Mayflover Descendaxes, 2006), 10505

* Death imformation taksm fom Alfed DMudge, Mumariale Sding a Gesdalegical,
Fiagraghival aed Hivarical decount of the Name of Mudpe in Admericn, from J535 80 JESE
(Alfrad Misdge & Son: Boston, 1568) [barafter e Mamariny], 3535,

* Mudpe Memerisfs, 33-88, Y2 58y fm"

* Mudps Memerials, 33-89,

" Mudgd Memerials, BE-55, the sarbisr children were likely bom in Rickenond, Mass., whose
warlizst surviving records begin i 1721 Joal is stzbed a: being bom in the state of Mew York from
late canszees



Research Summary

* (Clearly stated Objective * Address anomalies or

. , mistakes in the research
* Recognition of Earlier

Scholarship (Correct or PTOCEss
Incorrect) * Suggest Alternative
Possibilities
* Research Summary
— What did you find? * Conclusion

_ . > s ?
e e I Genealogical

Summary
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Clearly State Objective

* What is the genealogical Question?

 Include information such as:

— The Primary Individual (Date/Place of Birth and
Date/Place of Death- if known)

— The name of the Primary individual’s Spouse
(Date/Place of Birth and Date/Place of Death- if
known)

— The names of the Primary Individual’s Parents



Recognize Earlier Scholarship

R Y IR
“»

* What has been
presented previously?

pleerd G

New Englanders * How Scholarly is that
in the 1600s material?

A Guide to Genealogical Research
Published Between 1980 and 2010

— Correct

— Incorrect

* If nothing has been
done, say so

EXPANDED EDITION
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Research Summary

* Provide an explanation of

the relevant records found Genealogical

" o e s oz, Hing
YV %J

* Use scholarly footnotes

b =
— Guide to Genealogical Writing % 2

7 N
Penelope L. Stratton
& Henry B. Hoff, CG, FASG

How to Write and Publish Your Family History
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Address Anomalies

* Missing records
e Numerous Individuals with the same name

 Incorrect Information on a record or an incorrect

published genealogy

* Present this information honestly

— Do not distort or underplay a record
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Suggest Other Possibilities

* Cover all your bases, Even if unlikely

* Does your conclusion jive with historical,
geographical, and religious facts

* Conflating two persons?

* Creating Two persons?
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Conclusion

DO DON'T
* Clearly State Your * Give too much
Conclusion Based on information- just state
your analysis the facts

e Present new information
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Genealogical Summary

* Register style

* Include relevant
persons and their
relationships

* Continue to provide
scholarly citations

GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY

1. WRIGHT BROWN®, bom at Ware, Hampshire County, Massachusetts 1 July 1748,
son of Timothy® (Mercy Hagrward”, Arna’ Whits, Rezolved”, William") and Hannah
( 1 (Wright) Brown™ He removed to Swanzey, Cheshire County, Mew
Hampshire, *™ Saratoga, Naw Vork, ™™= and Yates County, Wew Vork, and
diad 25 April 18375
He married first probably before 1730, before 1734 HANNAH
NOLLINNEWLAND. ™" She died before 1796 He married sacond BETHANY
, before 1 June 1796 She died in 1828 ==
Mo probate for Wrnight Brown has been found mm Yates County and no land
records 1dentifyme heirs,
Children of Wright and Hammah ( W (Wright) Brovm:
i. CHLDEBROWH, d. Swanzey, MH 4 har. 175055
ii. JOEL BROWH, d. Swanzey, WH 21 hiar. 1750.5=
2 il BAMUEL RIGHT BROWHM b 177555 d_Cherry Vallew, MY, 15 Sep. 1817 555 m_
15 Febrary 1803 EUMICE ANNAELE.
fv. [2AAC BROWH, bp. Stillwater, MY 18 Jan, 1784 =555

Children of Wright and Bethawy Broam:
v. WERIGHT BROWH, b 1 Fun 1704; d. 28 Tun. 1874, m. EMILY B ===

2. SAMUEL RIGHT BROWN', bomn pozsibly at Wew Hampshire, === 1775 Ha
died at Cherry Vallay, Ctsego County, New Tork, 15 September 1317 5=

He mamed, at Saratoga, Wew York om 13 February 1303, EUNICE
ANNABALHANNMIBAL.™ She was borm m 1780 She died probably at Yates
County, Wew York, 13747

Mo probate record for Samuel B Brown has been found in Albany, Fulton,
Saratoga, or Cavuga Counties, New York

Children of Sammel Fight and Eunice (Annabla) Brown:

i. CHARLEE VOLMEY BROWTH, b. 1804; 4. 1878°==
il. ACHILLES WV BROWH, b 1806;" m. Lucy A MILLER, 15 Fabmary 1827,
3 il ERAsMUE DARWIH ERE-‘.".TE: b 1808 d. Eankakes County, IL after 1880
Married Lettice Loghry bef. 183575
. WILLIAM HEWEY HARRISCOH BROWH, b 1814; 4. 180677
vi. JULETTE EUNICE BROWH, m. CHARLES LOCGHEY.
vil. SAMUEL FIGHT BROWH JR., h. 17 Mow. 1817;°=° 4. 2 Feb. 1908° m. SALLIE AMN
Ccass”
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QUESTIONS?



Case Study:
Confirming the
Parents of Polly Fuller



Objective

* Who are the parents of Polly Fuller?

— Married Nathaniel Benedict circa 1818
in Litchfield County, Connecticut

— Suspected parents are John Fuller and Mercy
Lucinda Sackett

* Is she a descendant of Mayflower passenger
Edward Fuller?
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Step 1
- Start with what you
know



- s ,
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«2, Jind a (jpay®

MEMORIALS CEMETERIES

Photo added by America

FAMOUS CONTRIBUTE

Advertisement

Great deals on
Internet Famous!

Polly Fuller Benedict

BIRTH 1793
:9’ USA
' DEATH 4 Aug 1856 (aged 62-63)
a7 Greene County, Ohio, USA
: BURIAL Glen Forest Cemetery

Yellow Springs, Greene County, Ohio, USA Q Add to Map
MEMORIAL ID 82874634 - View Source

SHARE © SAVETO SUGGESTEDITS ~

MEMORIAL  PHOTOSE@  FLOWERS@)

www.findagrave.com
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Step 2
Locate Potential
Family Members



£ American Ancestors R 1 s 0 emnore D s
Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives
¢Back to Connecticut: Vital Records (The Barbour Collection), 1630-  ¢rrevious Result Next Result >

Results 1870
¢ Page 9 of 100 »
Doewe s e R e e . & B -
BENEDICT Alvira,m.Edwin Barber,A .5 1822,by Asa Tallmadge,Elder
of ths Bap.Church =’ = d * 2 53
Betty,d. Jon & £11zabeth,b.Sept .23, 1779 IR 16
Cyrus_F. ,maufacturer, 32,b.Salisbury,res.Salisb e,
a.rah eston,’ 30 'B.Corn'a.ll res.Salisbury, 7,
1850,by Hev.William ﬁcms ter 3 112-13
Edwin,of ﬁa.nb ,m.Polly S.Carter,of Cornwall May 3,1832,by
“Rey.Tinothy Stons,of the Gong.Ch. 3 50

www.americanancestors.org
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Barbour Collection

* We checked the Salisbury volume of the Barbour
Collection and find no children born to John and
Mercy Fuller.

* We also found no entry for a Polly or Mary in

Barbour collection in Litchfield county that was
born between 1790 and 1800.

* We did locate a marriage record for a Cyrus Fuller
who was born in Salisbury and the marriage was
recorded in Cornwall.
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Joseph Fuller
WEWY
Milford)

Asahel Fuller Howard Fuller Isaac Fuller
(Warren) (Warren) (Roxbury)

Matthew
Fuller
(Salisbury)

Isaac Fuller Asa Fuller Ephm Fuller
(Salisbury) (Harwinton) (Kent)

Revilo Fuller Eleazer Fuller John Fuller
(Kent) (Sharon) (Sharon)
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Step 3
Church Records



Q‘C FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities S G B 4

Records Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
Church records, 1744-1941 e
Authors: Congregational Church (Salisbury, Connecticut) (Main

Author)
Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English
Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogical

Society of Utah, 1954

Physical: 1 microfilm reel ; 35 mm.

Notes
Microfilm of original records in the Connecticut State Library, Hartford, Connecticut.

Contents: v. 1. Church meetings 1771-1818; constitution, confession of faith, covenant, admissions 1755-1797; members 1744-1797, 1797-1816, 1774-1817;
baptisms 1714-1788, 1793-1817; marriages 1808-1812; deaths 1807-1812, 1752-1890 -- v. 1. Organization of the Ecclesiastical Society 1804; meetings 1804-
1941 -- v. 2. Church meetings 1818-1873; annotated list of members; admissions 1818-1873; baptisms 1818-1873; marriages 1818-1873; deaths 1818-1874;
benevolences 1873-1877; collections 1837-1867 -- v. 3. Church meetings 1873-1892; benevolent contributions 1879-1890; admissions 1873-1892; annotated
list of members alphabetically arranged; baptisms 1873-1893; marriages 1873-1892; deaths 1873-1892.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations &

www.familysearch.org
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Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities @ E‘

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

Film # 007833743 w = Source Box

Salisbury, Connecticut

Congregational Church

I Records 1744-1890

Volume 1

Church Meetings 1771-1818:;
Constitution, Confession of Falth, Covenant
Admissions 1755-1797;
Members 1744-1797; 1797-1816;
Baptisms 1747-1788; 179
larriages 1808-1812;
Deaths 1807-1812; 1752-1890.

www.familysearch.org
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Adult Baptism Record
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Letter of Dismissal
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Step 3
Land and Probate
Records



No Luck (So Far)

* Land deeds in Salisbury don't show any
interactions between Nathaniel Benedict and the
Fuller family

* Nathaniel Benedict was predeceased by Polly, who
died in 1850. Nathaniel's estate file had no
reference to the Fuller family.
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Capt John Fuller

BIRTH 10 Jul 1764

Sharon, Litchfield County, Connecticut, USA
DEATH 14 Mar 1841 (aged 76)

Sharon, Litchfield County, Connecticut, USA
BURIAL Hillside Cemetery

MEMORIAL ID 22909322 - View Source

SHARE © SAVETO SUGGESTEDITS ~

MEMORIAL  PHOTOS€)  FLOWERS @

Photo added by Gary Boughton

© Add Photos

3 Request Photo

Family Members

Parents Spouse

Sharon, Litchfield County, Connecticut, USA Q Addto Map

: Benjamin Fuller Mercy Lucinda Sackett Fuller
.: i 1733-1797 1769-1832

www.findagrave.com
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No luck on probates

* Searched Sharon probate district and found no
probate records for Capt. John Fuller and his wife
Mercy Lucinda Sackett.
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Back to deeds

* We found a couple of land transactions in the
Sharon deeds made by John Fuller and his wife
Mercy for land in the town of Warren that was
previously occupied by Alexander Sackett, now
deceased. Benjamin Fuller's property bounded
this property.

* John and Mercy sold their stake in the property to
Aner Judson.
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Land Deed Referencing the Warren
Property
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Land Deed Provides the Answer

| 4 v =3 /) * =3
STkl (it sr Dollodtn = //’ 207 /538
s PR 0 =
e S '\_%{ A ey g G e
- L - 5 / /_
e e oL T —r—rp Lt et L e P
> o 2 & ~
S S K A s Rl
o ol s 122 4
A TE T ob oo frslisc .
4
Cf_/-n_'-!c‘(" SEIE
/o g.-?’,,.,.,._é. 3 rr =k
o Sl allrnn
e A
. o
- 7
» e
: Pris / -
stors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAnce|



©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Finally hit gold!

* We turned to the Warren land deeds and found
Nathaniel Benedict and his wife Polly giving
power of attorney to Bennett Bates to sell a piece
of land in Warren.

* The land deed named Polly as a daughter
of Mercy L. Fuller and the wife of
Nathaniel Benedict!
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Step 4
Check Secondary
Sources




Reviewing Published Genealogies




Reviewing Published Genealogies
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Step 5
Conducting
Additional Research



Looking at Probate of
Grandparents

Attached i
Deceased & lnum

| TOWN OF War ren

DATE 18 D 21—,__ NO. 504¢m

ﬁthbelelb
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Wills Help Clarify Relationships
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Looking at an Aunt's Probate

Juason dner
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Probate District

___{_Wills and Codicils

| Bonds

__ Applications and Petitions
___Z. Inventories

——Orders of Court

Returns to Court

Distributions

___Accounts of Administration
_Receipts
Miscellaneous

ol ____ﬁ/_Total Documents

DEPOSITED IN
CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY
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Inheritances Given to Nieces
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Step 6
Connecting the
Family



Clearly Stated Objective

Statement of Purpose

The following research was conducted to qualify the lineage ol'- for acceptance to

the General Society of Mayflower Descendants.

Church, land, and probate records support that Polly (Fuller) Benedict, wife of Nathanial
Benedict of Salisbury, Litchfield, Connecticut and later Yellow Springs, Greene Ohio, was the
daughter of John and Mercy Lucinda (Sackett) Fuller as contended in the published Fuller
Family Record. Polly (Fuller) Benedict i1s a descendant of Mayflower passenger, Edward Fuller,
through the lineage of her father, John Fuller.
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Recognize Earlier Scholarship

* The Fuller Family: Descendants of Edward and
Matthew Fuller of Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts,
1520-1924 by Albert Eugene Fuller (1924)
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Research Summary

* John and Mercy Fuller released their claim to land
in the town of Warren to Aner Judson (Mercy
Lucinda's sister)

* Nathaniel Benedict and his wife Polly gave power
of attorney to Bennett Bates, the administrator of
the estate, for the property in Warren. The deed
record precisely identified Polly Benedict as the
wife of Nathaniel Benedict and the daughter of
Mercy Lucinda Fuller.
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Address Anomalies

* Unable to locate the following records:
— Birth record for Polly in Sharon

— Probate record for John Fuller and Mercy Lucinda
Sackett

* The Fuller Family: Descendants of Edward
and Matthew Fuller of Plymouth
Rock, Massachusetts, 1520-1924

— Does not provide any further information on Polly
outside of her birthplace and birthdate
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Suggest Other Possibilities

* Polly (Fuller) Benedict is the daughter of another
Fuller man.

— Not likely due to the evidence of the mother's
Sackett line and specifically being named a
daughter of Mercy Lucinda.
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Conclusion

The parentage of Polly (Fuller) Benedict is proven by the examination of several Litchfield
County, Connecticut deed and probate records. The probate records of both Aner Judson and
Reuben Sackett confirm Mercy Lucinda Fuller as the daughter of Rueben and wife of John
Fuller. An 1838 deed between Nathaniel and Polly Benedict and Bennett Bates, administrator of
the estate of Aner Judson, identifies Polly as the daughter of Mercy Lucinda Fuller and thus the
daughter of John Fuller and a descendant of Mayflower passenger, Edward Fuller.
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Review

1. Use the principles of the
Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)
to answer a genealogical question.

2. Leverage different tools to analyze
what you've found and identify
potential gaps.

3. Create research summaries of your

findings.
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Getting Organized: Research, Files, Findings 2022

Thank you for registering for the online course, Getting Organized: Research, Files, Findings!

When you first began your family history research, you may have thought that it would be simple to keep track of all the information.
Assuredly, you quickly discovered that it's not so simple--files and findings multiply exponentially. Staying organized is an important
part of the genealogical process. Taking the time to organize your research, results, and files as you go will give you more time for
productive research. This online seminar will provide you with several tips, tools, and best practices for organizing your research and
results at every step of your family history journey.

This course includes three 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth q&a
sessions with the instructors. These recordings and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

Click here to join the live broadcasts: https://zoom.us/j/97792154999

If you are unable to attend the live session, you will be able to watch the recordings on this course page.

COURSE SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/getting-organized-research-files-findings-2022
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