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Getting Organized:

Research, Files, Findings

Class 3: Organizing Your
Findings

Melanie McComb, Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

E23 American Ancestors,

Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb

Genealogist

* Presentation (60 mins.)
* Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)
» Tools to Organize Your Findings
» Creating a Research Summary
* Case Study

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Melanie McComb
Genealogist

9/19/2022

Genealogical Proof
Standard (GPS)

Genealogical Proof Standard

* Reasonably exhaustive research

o Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

* Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

* Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

* A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html|
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Why Bother With A Proof Standard?

* Guides your evaluation of evidence

* Provides a framework for putting together a
credible argument for a genealogical fact, e.g. who
are the parents of Jacob Homer?

* Helps you feel secure with your conclusions,
especially when your only evidence is indirect.

7
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Reasonably Exhaustive Research

* Reviewing a variety of record sets for a specific
location and time period, including browsable
records.

* It is not reasonable to go to every local historical
society or repository in-person to do your
research.

* Leverage photocopy/lookup services for items that
you can't find on web sites like FamilySearch.org
or AmericanAncestors.org.
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Tip

Consider setting up a

consultation with a
professional genealogist to
review your findings.

9/19/2022

Principles of Analysis

Original Information

First-hand

Derivative Evi d ence

Second-hand

Direct Indirect { Negative l
Authored Unknown

11

Analyze

* Evaluate the Source
— Original: first recorded form
— Derivative: from something already written or spoken
— Authored: compiled

* Evaluate the Information
— Primary: first-hand (participant)
— Secondary: secondhand (non-participant)

* Evaluate the Evidence
— Direct
— Indirect
— Negative
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Definitions: Sources and Records

* A source is a coherent collection of records
created by a single jurisdiction or a single author
for a defined purpose.

* A record is that portion of a source which
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis (Boston:
NEHGS, 2014) p. 1

13
Examine the FAN Club
* F = Family Members
* A = Associates
* N = Neighbors
14

Tools to Organize

Your Findings
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Reminder - Use the Basic Tools!

* Pedigree Chart

* Family Group sheet

* Annotated Research Log

16

Annotated Research Log

17

Creating Timelines

* Create a timeline for one specific person or couple
that you're researching

* Summarize by year each known fact about a
person's life

¢ Include a location (if known) for each fact

18
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Timeline of 3x Great Grandfather
Francis Dougherty

Q 1802 O 1829-1833 O 1839 Q 17 Mar. 1844

b. ca. 1802 - County Sons Owen, Peter, immigrated to Daughter Mary
Monaghan, Ireland Michael, and Prince Edward baptized in Vernon
Patrick born in Island (PEI) River, PEI

County Monaghan,
Ireland

9/19/2022

m. Catherine Clarkin Son Bernard baptized
in Tydavnet, County in Tydavnet, County baptized in Vernon

Monaghan, Ireland Monaghan, Ireland River, PEI

O 14 Feb. 1828 O 1836 o 29 Aug. 1841

Daughter Margaret

19

Timeline of 3x Great Grandfather
Francis Dougherty

Q 1 Feb. 1847 o 23 Oct. 1853 o 25 Sep. 1861 Q 12 Feb. 1862

Daughter Bridget Daughter Purchased Selected to be co-
baptized in Vernon Bridget baptized in additional land in administrator of
River, PEI Vernon River, PEI Lot 58 his brother-in-law

Owen Clarkin's
estate in PEI.

Enumerated in 1861

Daughter Catherine Purchased Lots 57 Canada Census on
baptized in Vernon and 58 on PEI from Lot 58. Lived next to
R

iver, PEI Earl of Selkirk son Peter.

O 11 June 1849 O 7 Apr. 1856 O 1861

20

Timeline of 3x Great Grandfather
Francis Dougherty

o 14 May 1866 O 31 May 1886 O 13 June 1891

Purchased 120 acres of Left PEI to visit his son Francis is nominated as
land in Lot 60 Peter in Kansas the oldest living person
in Dickinson County,
Kansas - residing in
Holland township. Details

his immigration in 1888.

Gravestone in Mount

Enumerated on 1881 Calvary Cemetery.

Ellen Dogherty (age 13) was
living with him. Francis is
listed as widowed.

B O

Canada Census in Lot 58. :

Arrived in Banner,
Dickinson, Kansas to visit his

son Peter i

Inscription is on the other
side of daughter-in-law
Margaret Caim's
gravestone.

18 June 1886 O 22 Aug. 1892
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Tip
Create a summary of gaps in your
timeline. This will help you identify

where and when you need to
continue research.

9/19/2022

Timeline Gaps for 3x Great
Grandfather Francis Dougherty

* No record found in Ireland before his marriage in 1828
* No record between 1866 land purchase and 1881 Census

* No U.S. census recording Francis residing in Kansas

23

Suggestions for Additional
Research

* Identify pre-1828 records in County Monaghan (ex.
Tithe applotment books, estate records)

* Identify 1871 and 1890 census alternative records that
may exist (deeds, tax records, newspaper articles)

* DNA Evidence

24
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Using Spreadsheets

* Spreadsheets can be helpful with tracking multiple
names and help you identify where there may be a
relationship in common

* You can add as many columns as needed

* Recommend using color coding or bolding items
that are significant to your research.

25

FAN Club Spreadsheet
[ N S P

Household Living with his uncle Thomas and his

Dunn John 1860 Census 1860

resident wife Catherine McMorrow
Sponsor is Ay Lo q
dunn John e 1848 Felix Felix's S|s'(er,I Catherine is married to
John's uncle, Thomas
McMorrow
Mary Marriage to Her husband may be related to
Dunn Y & 1876 Wife Margaret Kelly, wife of Felix

Abby  John Kelley

McMorrow

26

QUESTIONS?

27
©New England Historic Genealogical Society,
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue
Family Learning Center 9



Class 3: Research, Files, Finding 9/19/2022

Creating a Research
Summary

Create a Research Summary

‘TUWO GENERATIONS CFF JONATHAX® ROVLEY: Eiam Abigail Rowsy, 1767, dan. oflsschar, New Lebazon.
ANEDWARDFULLERLIE St . 2 Tehaod Cannichae, 24 removed 1o Delawars Co., M., usd cisd
o111

omsECTIVE
CENEALOGICAL STADUARY

Mudge Memorias, dicates it Micah ived i Staron, Consectios il
hen e moved Wit e faber to Richmou, Bedare Coumy,

No probate for Micah Misdga has been fomd and 2o L records.

RESEARCHSUMMARY |
Alfad Mdse, Vemorias Being @ Gonsalogical Siographi -
ccoun of s Nawa of Mdee e meriza o 1625 1 1563 (Bosn, 1365),
5555, 1t e folloven pernent nforaio: st Micah nd s wie:

e Mg,

29

Research Summary

* Clearly stated Objective ¢ Address anomalies or

. . mistakes in the research
* Recognition of Earlier

rocess
Scholarship (Correct or p
Incorrect) * Suggest Alternative
Possibilities
* Research Summary
— What did you find? * Conclusion

— idn” ?
What didn' you find? * Provide a Genealogical

Summary

30
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Clearly State Objective

* What is the genealogical Question?

* Include information such as:

— The Primary Individual (Date/Place of Birth and
Date/Place of Death- if known)

— The name of the Primary individual’s Spouse
(Date/Place of Birth and Date/Place of Death- if
known)

— The names of the Primary Individual’s Parents

31

Recognize Earlier Scholarship

A e * What has been
: : presented previously?

| New Enhglanders * How Scholarly is that
in the 1600s :
A Guide to Genealogical Research materlal?
Published Between 1980 and 2010
— Correct
— Incorrect

* If nothing has been
done, say so

32

Research Summary

* Provide an explanation of
the relevant records found Genealogical
— Logical progression Writin g

— Clear and concise 0 Q
T4 ga
* Use scholarly footnotes >
— Guide to Genealogical Writing ’9” \QQ

Penelope L. Stratton
& Henry B. Hoff, CG, FASG

How to Write and Publish Your Family History

33
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Address Anomalies

* Missing records

¢ Numerous Individuals with the same name

Incorrect Information on a record or an incorrect
published genealogy

* Present this information honestly

— Do not distort or underplay a record

34

Suggest Other Possibilities

* Cover all your bases, Even if unlikely

* Does your conclusion jive with historical,
geographical, and religious facts

* Conflating two persons?

* Creating Two persons?

35
Conclusion
DO DON'T
* Clearly State Your * Give too much
Conclusion Based on information- just state
your analysis the facts

* Present new information

36
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Genealogical Summary

CICAL STAM

* Register style

* Include relevant
persons and their
relationships

» Continue to provide
scholarly citations

9/19/2022

37

QUESTIONS?

Case Study:
Confirming the
Parents of Polly Fuller

39
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Objective

* Who are the parents of Polly Fuller?

— Married Nathaniel Benedict circa 1818
in Litchfield County, Connecticut

— Suspected parents are John Fuller and Mercy
Lucinda Sackett

* Is she a descendant of Mayflower passenger
Edward Fuller?

40

Step 1
Start with what you

know

SCREDULE 1.—Free Inhabitants in adl £ Cecres vt % 3 in the County of Soted feilit Sare
of o secZecints emumerated by mo, on the £ 5% dayof ficds, 1880, KAl Hrlirthsess s unia

RO ISR

o

—e

.

Ca
JUa—

1850 U.S. Census
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IRH\'E. MEMORIALS CEMETERIES ~ FAMOUS  CONTRIBUTE
Astsement.

Great deals on
Internet Famous!

Polly Fuller Benedict

1793

usA

4 Aug 1856 (aged 2-63)
Greene County, Ohio, USA

Glen Forest Cemetery
Yellow Springs, Greene County, Ohio, USA @ Add to Magp
MEMORIALID 82874634 -View Source

SHARE | @SAVETO SUGGESTEDTS =

MEMORIAL  PHOTOS@  FLOWERSE)

www.findagrave.com

9/19/2022

Step 2
Locate Potential
Family Members

£2 American Ancestors

Connecticut: Vital Records (The Barbour Collection), 1630- ¢
1870

Alvife.n Bivin Baber,hug.5,1822,by hsm Tallsadge,Blder, o

N 172 )
Botty,d. John & 51imbath,b.Sept.23,1779 - T
Gyrus P, Bamfacturer, & 32,b,5ai sbury, rea.Salisbury,s.
S Loston, & wtﬁ.cmuu,m.s.mbm 27,
Edwin, rﬂ:’m'“ﬁﬁ?s A ries o roml] Nay 3,1632,b, naw
o " <Carter,of Co 1602,
Ry, Tiotty Biope, ot the, Cgnd-0h. ¥ 3 o

www.americanancestors.org

] - ]

Search Events Membership Give Putlications  Expert Help  Tools  Signature Projects  enters & intiatives
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Barbour Collection

* We checked the Salisbury volume of the Barbour
Collection and find no children born to John and
Mercy Fuller.

* We also found no entry for a Polly or Mary in
Barbour collection in Litchfield county that was
born between 1790 and 1800.

* We did locate a marriage record for a Cyrus Fuller
who was born in Salisbury and the marriage was
recorded in Cornwall.

46

E 3 American Ancestors,

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Tooks  Signature Brojects  Centers 8 Infixcives

Search Results

www.americanancestors.org

47

Possible Candidates

e e
A s 5 K
s =S

9/19/2022
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Step 3

Church Records

9/19/2022

50

www.familysearch.org

51
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9/19/2022

Baptism of Oldest son, Cyrus
r;{'z( o ‘ o
/ LR R
PR T
e '
i 5
S rudell fo I}lf
: ) . I
# |
52
Adult Baptism Record
| i
i g ; VL{K, B enede o I
‘: By Gl a f—’t!f’- ( e —
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Letter of Dismissal

o

28 2 T A e iies Biaetiis aid Ay e i
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-¢7e e

Trotse 2 vt Aeripenid W itani o B A
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Step 3
Land and Probate

Records

9/19/2022

No Luck (So Far)

* Land deeds in Salisbury don't show any
interactions between Nathaniel Benedict and the
Fuller family

* Nathaniel Benedict was predeceased by Polly, who
died in 1850. Nathaniel's estate file had no
reference to the Fuller family.

56

Capt John Fuller

10 Jul 1764

Sharon, Litchfield County, Connecticut, USA
14 Mar 1841 (aged 76)

Sharon, Litchfield County, Connecticut, USA

Hillside Cemetery
Sharan, Litchfield County, Connecticut, UsA @ Add to Map
MEMORIAL ID 22909322 - View Source

SHARE | @SAVETO SUGGESTEDITS ~

MEMORIAL  PHOTOS@)  FLOWERS@

ae 78

Family Members

Parents Spouse

www.findagrave.com

57
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No luck on probates

* Searched Sharon probate district and found no
probate records for Capt. John Fuller and his wife
Mercy Lucinda Sackett.

58

Back to deeds

» We found a couple of land transactions in the
Sharon deeds made by John Fuller and his wife
Mercy for land in the town of Warren that was
previously occupied by Alexander Sackett, now
deceased. Benjamin Fuller's property bounded
this property.

* John and Mercy sold their stake in the property to
Aner Judson.

59

Land Deed Referencing the Warren
Property

60
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Land Deed Provides the Answer

61

Confirmed parentage

62

Finally hit gold!

* We turned to the Warren land deeds and found
Nathaniel Benedict and his wife Polly giving
power of attorney to Bennett Bates to sell a piece
of land in Warren.

* The land deed named Polly as a daughter
of Mercy L. Fuller and the wife of
Nathaniel Benedict!

63
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Step 4
Check Secondary

Sources

9/19/2022

Reviewing Published Genealogies

Ty

65

Reviewing Published Genealogies

CAPT. JOHN FULLER 6 (Benjarin, Jr-5, Benjarsin-4, Jobn 2, Samuel-2,
Edward-1)—HBorn in Sharon, Conn., July 10th, 1764, was the son of Benjamin,
Jr, snd Parthena (Hubbard) Fluler. His wife, Mercy Locinda, was born i
Sharon, Conn., Jan. 23, 1768,
THEIR CHILDREN
1—SALLEY—Born in Sharen, Litchfield County, Conn, Nov. 20ih.
H—ALNURVA o in Sheren, Litchfield County, Cann., Avg.
ron, ty, Conn., Mare
o b “Sharon, Litchiield County, Conn., Oct. 18th.
V—CYRUS—Horn in Sharon, Litchfield County, Conn., Oct.
VI—WILLIAM 11.—Born in Sharun, Litchfield County, Conn.,

Captain John Fuller served in the Revolutionary War in under
Capt. John Fletchor and Colonel Adama of Connecticut. And in 1781, as
Se_geant under Capt. Benjamin Conklin and Colonel Arnold of Coanecticat.
n-awiurw pension March 24, 1833, and it was sllewed, He was a res-

Skaron, Litchficld county, Conn., when he enlisted. He was always
i) rqua- Fullor by those wha knew him.

66
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Step 5
Conducting

Additional Research

Looking at Probate of
Grandparents

DATE |8 NO. S04 |

rl'—lt&hfh.].t.
[Probate District

68

Wills Help Clarify Relationships

| e

k/zf/p/ »7 et o fyffhu ,/mm 5
reri » -
T Loprer . |

P = 3 :
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Jl////.ﬂ//rﬁw »/»:‘ ‘f/eo//f/u-’ M,«w{gﬂ_ ’/4(3- L
Hwirdly Amwb s D P et QU i,

-@mw» & Hgrrocnrr /)Zg A/’/(:/»vaﬂ//‘ RN
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Looking at an Aunt's Probate

oATE B3 7. NO.ZHF ST
Uloodbury
Drobate District
L Wills dicils:
1 Bands

9/19/2022

70

Inheritances Given to Nieces

Step 6
Connecting the
Family

72
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Clearly Stated Objective

Statement of Purpose

scendants.

through the lineage of her father, John Fuller.

73
Recognize Earlier Scholarship
* The Fuller Family: Descendants of Edward and
Matthew Fuller of Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts,
1520-1924 by Albert Eugene Fuller (1924)
74

Research Summary

* John and Mercy Fuller released their claim to land
in the town of Warren to Aner Judson (Mercy
Lucinda's sister)

* Nathaniel Benedict and his wife Polly gave power
of attorney to Bennett Bates, the administrator of
the estate, for the property in Warren. The deed
record precisely identified Polly Benedict as the
wife of Nathaniel Benedict and the daughter of
Mercy Lucinda Fuller.

75
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Address Anomalies

* Unable to locate the following records:
— Birth record for Polly in Sharon
— Probate record for John Fuller and Mercy Lucinda
Sackett

* The Fuller Family: Descendants of Edward
and Matthew Fuller of Plymouth
Rock, Massachusetts, 1520-1924
— Does not provide any further information on Polly
outside of her birthplace and birthdate

76

Suggest Other Possibilities

* Polly (Fuller) Benedict is the daughter of another
Fuller man.
— Not likely due to the evidence of the mother's
Sackett line and specifically being named a
daughter of Mercy Lucinda.

77

Conclusion

Conclusion

daughter of John Fuller and a descendant of May/lower passenger, Edward Fuller,

78
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-

: e Review

- 1

-

-

-

-~ 1. Use the principles of the

- Genealogical Proof Standard (GPS)
- to answer a genealogical question.

= 2. Leverage different tools to analyze
- what you've found and identify

- potential gaps.

= ® | 3. Createresearch summaries of your
- | findings.

- +

- t

-

- |

—

~
Yo}

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

2 AmericanAncestors. N History, Hertoge & Culure saoriors (1) poounve [ AT

Search Events Membership Give Publications ExpertHolp Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives
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Thank you for registaring for the oni tting Organized: Research, Files, Findingst

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS
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COURSE SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/getting-organized-research-files-findings-2022
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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