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Name: Birth and place: Marriage and place:

Name of spouse:

Death and 

place:

Elizabeth Harris Ca 1738, place unknown 1 Mar 1778, 

Manchester, Vermont

Martin Powell

Unknown

Names and birthdates of children:

Silas b. ca 1779 – Manchester, VT

Electa b. ca 1781 – Manchester, VT

Sarah b. ca 1782 – Manchester, VT

Additional Information
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Research Question: 

Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris who married Martin Powell in Manchester 

Vermont in 1778?

What Is Known About the Question?

Fact Source of Fact:

Her husband, Martin Powell was born in 

Amenia, NY

Find a Grave

Martin’s first wife was Rhoda Thompson 

who died in 1777 in Manchester, VT

Vermont Vital Records

Rhoda may have married Martin in Amenia, 

NY

Ancestry tree
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Tip
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What is the Working Hypothesis?

1. Elizabeth Harris was a widow in Manchester, Vermont, when she 

married Martin Powell in 1778

2. Elizabeth Harris was a spinster when she married Martin Powell
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What are the Working Hypotheses?

1.    Lucy Hampton of 1860 census was Lucy Hagler before her 

marriage.

2.    Lucy Hagler and ??? married about 1853 in Arkansas.

3. Although the Haglers, Martha, W.H. and Lucy, were from 

Tennessee, they lived in Arkansas by 1850.

4. William’s siblings, Felix and Martha, have records that 

name the parents

5. There may be a published genealogy about the family

6. County histories may mention both families
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Information 

Needed
Search These Records First Then Search These Records

Age
Census, Vital Records, Church Records, 

Cemeteries

Military Records, Taxation, Bible 

Records, Town Records, Emigration and 

Immigration

Birth date and 

place

Vital Records, Church Records, Census 

(for place), Town Records
Cemeteries, Bible Records, Newspapers 

Marriage date 

and place

Vital Records, Church Records, Census,

Newspapers, Bible Records

Military Records, Probate Records,

Naturalization

Death date and 

place

Vital Records, Church Records,

Cemeteries, Probate Records

Newspapers, Bible Records, Military 

Records, City Directories

Parents' names

Vital Records, Census, Probate Records,

Newspapers, Published Genealogies, 

Local Histories 

Emigration and Immigration, Bible 

Records

Maiden name
Vital Records, Church Records,

Newspapers, Bible Records

Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate 

Records, Town Records
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Information Needed Search These Records First Then Search These Records

Immigration date
Census (year only),

Immigration, Naturalization 
Newspapers, Biographies

Country of foreign birth

Naturalization Records, Census, 

Church Records, Vital Records, 

Emigration and Immigration

Cemeteries, Military Records,

Newspapers, Local Histories

Foreign birth location

Vital Records, Emigration and 

Immigration, Census, Published 

Genealogies, Local Histories, 

Naturalization

Newspapers, Church Records, 

Military Records

Places family has lived
Census, Land, Local Histories,

City Directories, Vital Records

Newspapers, Taxation, Military 

Records, Probate Records
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Which Records Will I Need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository

Marriage records of Manchester 

Vermont

First marriage of 

Elizabeth Harris

FamilySearch.org, 
AmericanAncestors.org or Ancestry.com

Vital records of Amenia, NY First marriage or 

any mention of 

Harris family

FamilySearch.org, AmericanAncestors.org 
or Ancestry.com

Town history of Manchester, VT Any mention of 

the Harris family

HathiTrust.org or local historical society
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Which Records Will I Need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository

Card index to vital statistics in the 

early land and town records books, 

Manchester Vermont

First marriage of 

Elizabeth Harris

https://www.familysearch.org/search/cat
alog/664510?availability=Family%20Hist
ory%20Library

Vital records, 1749-1786 of Amenia, 

NY

First marriage or 

any mention of 

Harris family

https://www.familysearch.org/search/cata
log/380341?availability=Family%20History
%20Library

John S. Pettibone, “Early History of 

Manchester,” Proceedings of the 

Vermont Historical Society 1930 Vol 1 

(4), page 158

Any mention of 

the Harris family

https://vermonthistory.org/journal/misc/E
arlyHistoryOfManchester.pdf
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Bingo - “Esquire Powel's second wife was the widow of Joseph Harris and sister 
to Isaac Whelpley. Captain Isaac Burton married her daughter, Rachel Harris.” 
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Deed Index Survey
Abstracted by: Date:

Names Researched:

County: State: Reposi-
tory:

Film #
Item #
Start image #

Grantor/Direct/Seller Deed Index Book: Time Period Covered:

Notes about index arrangement:

Grantor/Seller Type of 
Instrument

Date of
Filing Date of Instrument Book Page

to Grantee/Buyer

Location

Location

Location

Location

Location

Location

Location
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This Indenture made the ninth day of April in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty nine between 

Jacob Hommer Senr of West Salem township Mercer County 

and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Hannah his wife of 

the one part and Harvey Walker of Greenville County and 

State aforesaid of the other part. Witnesseth that the said 

Jacob Hommer Senr and Hannah his wife for and in 

consideration of the sum of fifty seven dollars and fifty eight 

cents lawful money of the United States to them in hand paid 

by the said Harvey Walker at or before the ensealing or 

delivery here of the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged. 

Have Granted Bargained s Sold aliened enfeossed released and 

confirmed and by these presents Do grant bargain sell alien 

enfeoss release and confirm unto the said Harvey Walker his 

heirs and assigns all the following described lot or piece of 

land situate lying and being in West Salem township and 

County aforesaid Bounded as follows to wit Beginning at 

Stones in the middle of Shenango river thereby land of Jacob 

Loutzenhiezer forty eight perches to a post in the middle of 

the little lake “so called” thence by other land of said Jacob 

Hommer by a right angled line seven and two third perches to 

a post thence by the same by a line . . .
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