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Research Plan Template

Research subject
Research question

What is known about the
question (and how it is
known)

Record dates — for reference
Working hypotheses
Which records will I need

Search strategy

Research Plan Template

Research Subject:
Name: Birth and place:

Marriage and place: Death and place:
Name of spouse:

Names and birthdates of children:

Research Question:

What Is Known About the Question

2
Fact Source of Fact:

Record Dates’
Place Formed Birth Marriage Death | Court Land Probate Census Rfi:;d

Which Records Will | Need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository

Search Strategy:

Use Family Search Research Wiki to copy and paste dates for County record dates
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Step 1: Creating Good Research
Questions

* Choose a person!

* Make the question specific, answerable, realistic,
timely

* Spend some time thinking about your question
before plunging in




Choosing a Focus Person

* Anchors your research to a time and place

* May naturally expand to other individuals, but
provides initial structure for your inquiry

* Example:
— Elizabeth Harris, wife of Martin Powell
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Research Plan Template

Research Plan Template

Research Subject:
Name: Birth and place:

Marriage and place: Death and place:
Name of spouse:

Names and birthdates of children:

Additional Information

Research Question:

What Is Known About the Question?
Fact Source of Fact:

Research-Plan-Templateq]

Birth-and-place:§| Marriage-and-place:q] Death-and-place:# o
o Name-of-spouse:H

X ;

Elizabeth-Harrisq|

| | 1 )
| Search Strategy:

* Use Family Search Research Wiki to copy and paste dates for County record dates
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Creating a Good Questions

* Includes a name, place and date

* Question about:

— Identity — what makes a person unique, e.g. name,
age, occupation, maiden name

— Events - usually birth, marriage, death, could be
date of arrival into country, or military service

— Relationships — parents, children, wife
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Question of Kinship

* William George Riley Hampton - Question of
Kinship
— OK: Who are the ancestors of William George Riley
(WGR) Hampton of Arkansas (b. ca 1855)?

* Requires multiple iterations

— Better: Who are the parents of William George Riley
(WGR) Hampton of Arkansas County, Arkansas (b. ca
1855)?

* Better initial specificity
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Question of Identity

* Anna Deady Hance - Question of Identity

— Fair: Which Thomas Deady of Chicago was the father
of Anna Deady Hance?

* What time period?

— Better: Which Thomas Deady of Chicago was the
father of Anna Deady Hance, who was born 18767

* Better specificity
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Question of Identity and Kinship

o Elizabeth Harris Powell

— Poor: Who was Elizabeth Harris, the 224 wife of
Martin Powell?

— Fair: Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris, the
2nd wife of Martin Powell?

e Where? When?

— Better: Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris
who married Martin Powell in
in ¢

* Better specificity
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Sample Question

* Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris who
married Martin Powell in Manchester Vermont in
17787

e Question elements:
— Name (s)
— Place
— Date

— Focus on relationships - parents
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Research Plan Template

Research Plan Template

Research Subject:

Name: Birth and place: Marriage and place: Death and place:
Name of spouse:

Names and birthdates of children:

Additional Information

Research Question:

What Is Known About the Question?

Source of Fact:

Record Dates’

Record

Place
—

Formed Birth Marrlaﬁe Death Court Land Probate Census

Research-Question:-H

i\Nho-are-the-pa rents-of-Elizabeth-Harris-who-married-Martin-Powell-in-Manchester-Vermont-in-177879

1

L i L |
{ | ] |

Search Strategy:

* Use Family Search Research Wiki to copy and paste dates for County record dates
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Step 2: What Do You Already Know?

* About Subject

— Identify the Where and the When for your subject
* Helpful to list vital events — with place

* Name of spouse(s)
e Names and dob(s) for children

e About the Question
— Not just what you know, but HOW you know it

— Focus on what is relevant to the Research Question
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What is Known About Subject?

Name: Birth and place: Marriage and place: Death and
Name of spouse: place:
Elizabeth Harris Ca 1738, place unknown 1 Mar 1778, Unknown

Manchester, Vermont
Martin Powell

Names and birthdates of children:
Silas b. ca 1779 — Manchester, VT

Electa b. ca 1781 — Manchester, VT
Sarah b. ca 1782 — Manchester, VT

Additional Information
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What is Known About
the Question?

Research Question:

Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris who married Martin Powell in Manchester
Vermont in 17787

What Is Known About the Question?

Fact Source of Fact:

Her husband, Martin Powell was born in Find a Grave

Amenia, NY

Martin’s first wife was Rhoda Thompson Vermont Vital Records

who died in 1777 in Manchester, VT

Rhoda may have married Martin in Amenia, | Ancestry tree
NY
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©New England

Research Plan Template

Research-Subject:1 H

|

Name:H Birth-and-place:q Marriage-and-place:q] Death-and-place::x
o Name-of-spouse:x

Elizabeth-Harris"| Ca-1738,-place-unknownx 1-Mar-1778,-Manchester,- UnknownH

o) Vermont9]

Martin-Powellx
Names-and-birthdates-of-children:q]
Silas-b.-ca-17799]
Electa-b.-ca-17819
Sarah-b.-.ca-17829

1
]

Additional-Informationq

Research-Question:-d
Who-are-the-parents-of-Elizabeth-Harris-who-married-Martin-Powell-in-Manchester-Vermont-in-1778 79

1
o]

What-Is-Known-About-the-Question?d
Factn

|

Source-of-Fact:1

Her-husband,-Martin-Powell-was-born-in-Amenia,-NYX Find-a-Graven
Martin’s-first-wife-was-Rhoda-Thompson-who-died-in- Vermont-VitaI-RecorJFisu
1777.-She-had-nine-children-with-Martinx O
Rhoda-may-have-been-born-in-Bellingham,-MAxX Massachusetts-Vital-RecordsH
Rhoda-may-have-married-Martin--in-Amenia,-NYH Ancestry-treer



Step 3: Background Homework

Learn about the place and
time

Learn about the geography
(get a map)

What do we think
happened? (Hypothesis)

Which records are most
likely to have the answer?

* Where are those records?
Which repositories?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



21

Learning About a Place

 Essentials
— Date community was founded
— Dates of earliest records

— Any record loss issues

* Additional recommended learning
— History
— Migration
— Geography

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Harris Question - History, Migration,
and Geography

* NH land grants began in 1749 and continued until
the outbreak of the Seven Years War

* At the end of the War Vermont came under NY
jurisdiction until 1777 when it became a Republic

* Manchester was granted by NH in 1761 to settlers
from Amenia, New York.

* Green Mountains were a barrier to migration
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, Family Tree Search Memories GetInvolved Activities

G
& Alavithers ‘ D
Main page Talk

Read View source View history

More ™
FamilySearch Research Wiki
A Genealogy Resource Guide
100,176 articles
Find the birth, death, marriage, census records, and other genealogy resources for your ancestor by selecting the region and country below
Dutchess County| Q Find Search Tips
Dutchess County, New York Genealogy
Dutchess County, New York Courthouse
Dutchess County New York Public Libraries
Category:Dutchess County, New York
containing..
Dutchess County
Guided F
= =~ help y¢
List of all Localities
best da
select
Guidec
TTE——

North America |

Finding Records Dates
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Bennington County, Vermont Genealogy

United States = Vermont = Bennington County

Guide to Bennington County, Vermont ancestry, genealogy and family history, birth records, marriage records, death records, census records, and military records.

Contents [hide]

1 County Information
1.1 Description
1.2 County Courthouse

1.3 Bennington County,
Vermont Record
Dates

1.4 Record Loss

1.5 Boundary Changes
1.6 Populated Places
1.7 History Timeline

N

Resources
2.1 Bible Records
2.2 Biographies

2.3 Business, Commerce,
and Occupations

2.4 Cemeteries

2.5 Census Records
2.6 Church Records
2.7 Court Records
2.8 Directories

2.9 Emigration and

Trmminaratinn

County Information |edit| edit source |

Description [ edit | edit source ]

The County is located in the southwest area of the state. [1]

County Courthouse |edit|edit source ]

Bennington County Courthouse
207 South Street

Bennington, VT 05201

Phone: 802-447-2700

Bennington County Vermonte?

Town Clerks have birth, marriage, death and burial records.
County Clerk has divorce records from 1899 and court records from 1861.
Probate Judge has probate records.

Bennington County, Vermont Record Dates |edit | edit source |

Temfm i ekl mm Lmm blafe mlemiik iemm b dlomin Lenmmm nemealmeim mmeaimmmm mfhmin mmmdkmtintem m mmem 1Tkt m ke m Taio

Bennington County, VT, Wiki
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Vermont Online
Genealogy Records

County Facts

County seat: |Bennington

February 11,

Organized: 1779

Parent

Colonial land
County(s): olonial lands

Neighboring Counties

Rutland ¢ Windsor ¢ Windham
¢ Berkshire (MA) e Franklin
(MA) e Rensselaer (NY) e

Washington (NY)
See County Maps

Courthouse

) -




Bennington County, Vermont Record Dates [ edit| edit source |

Known Beginning Dates for Major County Records!?!

Birth# Marriage Death#* Court Land Probate Census

at town creation|at town creation|at town creation 1861 1782 1778 1790

*Statewide registration for births and deaths began in 1857. General compliance year is unknown.

Bennington County, Vermont
Contents [hide]
1 Description
2 Benningtoen County, Vermont Record Dates - .
3 County Courthouse s
4 Quick Facts )
4.1 Parent County
4.2 Boundary Changes 4
4.3 Record Loss

Map

Location in the state of Vermont,

United States Genealogy

Record Loss [edit| edit source |
Facts

There is no known history of courthouse disasters in this county.
Founded February 11, 1779

County

Bennington
Seat

Bennington County, VT

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




L{' FamitySearch Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities @ Help E| Messages  SIGN QUT

& plawthers ! [ 7al sandbox Preferences Watchlist Contributions

Research Wik

Page Talk Read View source View history More™ | Search by place or topic Q

wiki Home
About the Wiki
Griine Ganesleay Dutchess County, New York Genealogy
Guided Research
Tz United States Genealogy = WNew York = Dutchess County
Resources
W olicies Guide to Dutchess County, New York ancestry, family history, and genealogy birth records, marriage records, death records, census records, and military records.

ers/Libraries This page describes sources of genealogical data about Dutchess County, New York Genealogy families, including links to smaller localities at the bottom of this page. New York, United States Genealogy-related pages show useful statewide sources. United

States Genealogy pages explain the terminology and contents of genealogical records.
Family History

Library -
Family History New York Online
Centers Genealogy Records
FS Affiliata

Libraries

Give Feedback

Dutchess County, New York

Submit Wiki
Content Contents [hidz] Map
e Pl 1 Dutchess County New York Historical Facts
Edit the Wik 1.1 Description
1.2 Dutchess County, New York Record Dates 3
Become an Editor 1.3 Parent County T J
Upload File/Image 1.4 Neighboring Counties

sonal Sandbox

Projects

1.5 Boundary Changes ma .
1.6 Record Loss

1.7 Populated Places

Dutchess County New York Genealogy Resources
2.1 Bible Records

5 Selsct Language 2.2 Biography

2.3 Business Records and Commerce

2.4 Cemeteries A’

Wiki University

Transiate

8]

Location in the state of New York,
United States Genealogy

oois.

What links here 2.5 Census

Related changes 2.5.1 Federal

Special pages 2.5.2 State

Printable version 2.6 Church Records

DE'”‘“'E“ fink 2.6.1 Dutch Reformed : i
;i:;eet;-r“:;;n::lun 2.6.2 Presbyterian Location of Mew York in the U.S.
Browse proparties 2.6.3 Quaker Facts

2.7 Court Records

2.8 Crime and Criminals

2.9 Directories

2.10 Fmiaration and Tmmiaration

Founded 1683

County Seat Poughkeepsie

Dutchess County, NY Wiki
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2/
Dutchess County New York Historical Facts |eait|edit source

Description |[edit| edit source ]

The County was named for Mary of Modena, Duchess of York - the term Dutchess is an archaic form of the word duchess. The

Dutchess County, New York Record Dates |[edit| edit source |

Known Beginning Dates for Major County Recordsl?!
Birth#* Marriage Death* Court Land Probate Census
1880 1908 1880 1730 1718 1752 1663

*Statewide registration for births and deaths started in 1880. General compliance for bi

Dutchess County, New York
Map

Contents [hide]
1 Dutchess County New York Historical Facts
1.1 Description
1.2 Dutchess County, New York Record Dates
1.3 Parent County 1] 1M ‘
1.4 Meighboring Counties .
1.5 Boundary Changes

1.6 Record Loss Eocation in tha stita oF New Vork
1.7 Populated Places i T i SR i

R - o . - United States Genealogy

|-

Record Loss [ edit| edit source |

The county courthouse in Poughkeepsie was burned in an 1806 fire. No public records were destroyad.[4]

L NN, TR T % T

Location of New York in the U.S.

Facts

Dutchess County, NY Founded 1683

County Seat Poughkeepsie
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Record-Datesx H

_ R d- o
Placex Formeda Birthx Marriagex Deathx Courtn Landx Probatern CensusH i;:sru
Bennington,- At-t : tt - tt - X
ennington,: own:| attown- | attown 1861x 1782x 17781 | 17908 Nonek

VTH creationd creationd creationt
; X X
D”tmzss' 16631  1880n  1908H 1880k 1730x 1718% | 1752¢ | 1663u \°one
Manchester,- 1766-
of jof jof o} of of Unkx
VTx (org)x
o B o o] o] o] o] o] o o o]

Dates in template
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Tip
Form a hypothesis
about your question



Creating a Hypothesis

* Hypothesis = theory
— About where you will find the records
— What is going on in your situation
— Possible answer to your questions

* Example

— Looking for a death? Hypothesis is your ancestor
died at the last town or county where they were
known to have lived

— Looking for a maiden name? Hypothesis is the
children’s records provide the answer
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Hypothesis Example

1. Elizabeth Harris was a widow in Manchester, Vermont, when she
married Martin Powell in 1778
2. Elizabeth Harris was a spinster when she married Martin Powell
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Another Hypothesis Example

* Question: Who are the parents of William George
Riley Hampton, born about 1855 in Arkansas or
South Carolina

e Known:

— All censuses give Arkansas as place of birth
— Married Martha Crockett 1873 in Arkansas

— Lived most of life in Arkansas County, Arkansas
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Template - Working Hypotheses

1. Lucy Hampton of 1860 census was Lucy Hagler before her
marriage.

2. Lucy Hagler and ??? married about 1853 in Arkansas.

3. Although the Haglers, Martha, W.H. and Lucy, were from
Tennessee, they lived in Arkansas by 1850.

4. William’s siblings, Felix and Martha, have records that
name the parents

5. There may be a published genealogy about the family

6. County histories may mention both families
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QUESTIONS?



Tip
Make a list of needed
records first, then match to

availability for time and
location



Hierarchy of Records for the
Maiden Name

* Marriage record
— License
— Intentions

— Banns

* Womans death record
(especially in the 20th
century)

 Children’s birth, marriage,
and death records
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Hierarchy for

Parent’s Names

 Birth and Death Records
(ancestor and siblings)

* Census

* Probate

* Land

* Newspapers

* County histories
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Birth Location

Vital Records
Census

Migration Patterns
FAN Club

County Histories

HVS-20010—200M—12-45

Primary
Dist. No. .

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

1. PLACE OF DEATH:

(a) County L. :
(b) Township REPER AL AS
(c) Borough
(d) City

(e) Name of hospital
or institution

(f) Length of stay:
In hospital or inst.

_Allegheny.

Pittsburgh

SCHENLEY APARTMENTS

(If not in hospital or inst. write street number or location)

(g) In this community

2. USUAL R
(a) State P

(¢) City or td

(d) Street No

(e) If citizen @

3. (a) FULL NAME

MAUDE BELL PLOWMAN

3. (b) If U. S. Veteran, complete
reverse side of certificate

3. (¢) Social Security
None

No.

20. Date of d

5. Color or

4. Sex F ‘ race w

6. (b) Name of husband or wife

6. (a) Single, widowed, married,
divorced . Widowed
6. (c) Age of husband or

year /.7

ZE: I hereby c
}

that I last sa

and that dea
stated above.

..... wife if alive years
7. Birth date of deceased May 30

(Month) (Day) (Year)
8. AGE: Years I Months Days ’ If less than one day

T2 8 S hr. min,
9_Birthplace Turkey
(City, tewn, or cuuntyT (State or foreign country)

10. Usual occupation .. Retired

11. Industry or business
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Which Records Will | Need?

Information
Needed

Search These Records First Then Search These Records

Military Records, Taxation, Bible
Records, Town Records, Emigration and
Immigration

Census, Vital Records, Church Records,
Cemeteries

Birth date and Vital Records, Church Records, Census _ ,

Cemeteries, Bible Records, Newspapers
place (for place), Town Records

Marriage date Vital Records, Church Records, Census, Military Records, Probate Records,

and place Newspapers, Bible Records Naturalization
Death date and Vital Records, Church Records, Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
place Cemeteries, Probate Records Records, City Directories

Vital Records, Census, Probate Records, , . _ _ _
Emigration and Immigration, Bible

Parents' names Newspapers, Published Genealogies,
Records

Local Histories
Vital Records, Church Records, Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate

Maiden name _
Newspapers, Bible Records Records, Town Records
©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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More Records

Information Needed Search These Records First Then Search These Records
. . Census (year only), : .
Immigration date ) ) o Newspapers, Biographies
Immigration, Naturalization

Naturalization Records, Census,

Cemeteries, Military Records,
Country of foreign birth Church Records, Vital Records, y. i

) . ) ) Newspapers, Local Histories
Emigration and Immigration

Vital Records, Emigration and

. . . Immigration, Census, Published Newspapers, Church Records,
Foreign birth location ) i i -

Genealogies, Local Histories, Military Records

Naturalization

Census, Land, Local Histories, Newspapers, Taxation, Military
City Directories, Vital Records Records, Probate Records

Places family has lived
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Research Plan Template

Research Plan Template

Research Subject:
Name: Birth and place: Marriage and place: Death and place:
Name of spouse:

Names and birthdates of children:

Which-Records-Will-I-Need ?x

Recordn Purposex Source/RepositoryH
o] o] Jof
o o Jof
o o Jof
o o Jof
=4

; T
{ | | ! I ! 1 | | I |

T T T T T T

What is the Working Hypothesis?
i [¥
2
3

Which Records Will | Need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository

Search Strategy:

* Use Family Search Research Wiki to copy and paste dates for County record dates
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Which Records (Basic)

Which Records Will | Need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository

Marriage records of Manchester First marriage of | FamilySearch.org,

Vermont Elizabeth Harris AmericanAncestors.org or Ancestry.com

Vital records of Amenia, NY First marriage or  |FamilySearch.org, AmericanAncestors.org
any mention of or Ancestry.com
Harris family

Town history of Manchester, VT Any mention of HathiTrust.org or local historical society
the Harris family
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i FamilySearchh Family Tree Search Memories Get Involved Activities

Records Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:

Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

Place

[ United States, Vermont, Bennington, Manchesteri

Search for:
Call Number | Film/Fiche/Image Group Number (DGS)
Availability

o Any

Online

Family History Center

Family Search Catalog
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United States, Vermont, Bennington, Manchester - Vital records ( 3 )

Land records, 1761-1901; general index to land records, 1761-1950

Author:  Manchester (Vermont). Town Clerk

Records of births, marriages, deaths, 1857-19495

Author:  Manchester (Vermont). Town Clerk; Manchester (Vermont). Town
Clerk
Town records, v. 1, 1831-1919

Author:  Manchester (Vermont). Town Clerk; Manchester (Vermont). Town
Clerk

United States, Vermont, Bennington, Manchester - Vital records - Indexes { 1 )

Card index to vital statistics in the early land and town records books

Author:  Manchester (Vermont). Town Clerk

Family Search Catalog — Manchester, Vermont

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Which Records (Advanced)

Which Records Will | Need?

Record

Purpose

Source/Repository

Card index to vital statistics in the
early land and town records books,
Manchester Vermont

First marriage of
Elizabeth Harris

https://www.familysearch.org/search/cat
alog/6645107?availability=Family%20Hist
ory%20Library

Vital records, 1749-1786 of Amenia,
NY

First marriage or
any mention of
Harris family

https://www.familysearch.org/search/cata

log/380341?availability=Family%20History

%20Library

John S. Pettibone, “Early History of
Manchester,” Proceedings of the
Vermont Historical Society 1930 Vol 1
(4), page 158

Any mention of
the Harris family

https://vermonthistory.org/journal/misc/E

arlyHistoryOfManchester.pdf
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/380341?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://vermonthistory.org/journal/misc/EarlyHistoryOfManchester.pdf

Search Strategy



Order Your Search

* By repository
— Online first
— Brick and mortar second

* By likelihood of success

— Marriage records before children’s records when
looking for a maiden name

— Census before probate when looking for 19% century
parent names

* By ease of searching
— County histories and complied genealogies first
— Land records last

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Online Repositories

Americanancestors.org
Ancestry.com

Familysearch.org

19th Cent. US
Newspapers (available
through your NEHGS
membership)

Irish Newspaper Archive
(available through your
NEHGS membership)

https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://books.google.com/
https://archive.org/index.php
https://openlibrary.org/
https://books.familysearch.org

http://library.si.edu/digital-
library

and Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Brick and Mortar Repositories

e NEHGS -99-101
Newbury Street

* Local County Clerks
Offices

* Local Historical Societies
* Cemeteries

* Vital Records Offices

* NARA

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Lear

College or University
Archives

Lineage Societies
Genealogical Societies

Regional Museums

ning Center



o1

Put it Together

. /Research-Plan-Template€q|
¥ Research subject A

Name:x Birth-and-place:1 Marriage-and-place:f Death-and-place:x )1
5] Name-of-spouse:x

Elizabeth-Harris Ca-1738,-place-unknownn 1-Mar-1778,-Manchester,: Unknowni i1
. u Vermont9]
Research question
Names-and-birthdates-of-children:§ o

Silas'b.-ca-1779
Electa-b.-ca-17819
Sarah-b..ca-17820

v What is known about the Z

Research-Question:-i

Who-are-the-parents-of-Elizabeth-Harris-who-married-Martin-Powell-in-Manchester-Vermont-in-1778?n

question (and how it is e ———

Factr Source-of-Fact:n ]

Her-hust ,-Martin-Powell born-in-A ,-NYH Find-a-Gravex o
kn OWn ) Martin’s-first-wife-was-Rhoda-Thompson-who-died-in-1777.- | Vermont-Vital-Recordsa I

She-had-nine-children-with-Martin=

Rhoda-may-have-been-born-in-Bellingham,-MAn Massachusetts-Vital-Recordsn 0

Rhodamay-have-married-Martin-in-Amenia, NYx Ancestry-treext 5

| Record-Datesyr . §

J Record dates _ for reference Placen | Formedu| Birthn | Marriagex Deathw | Courts  lands | Probaten| Censusm “f;:::

Benningt | -y ggqy | Atfown | attown - abtown yger o ggyq 4778w | 1790k | Nonen
on,VTa creationt| creations| creationn
Dutchess Noner |1
NYs 16631 18801 19081 18801 17301 17181 17524 16631

Manches 1766

.
v Working hypotheses e A N N SR
| Whatis the- Working Hypothesiss 4
1.- 1."Elizabeth-Harris-was-a-widow-in-Manchester,-Vermont,-when-she-married-Martin-Powell-in- 17789 o
2.~ Elizabeth-Harris-was-a-spinster-when-she-married-Martin-Powellx

/ Wthh records Wlll I need Records Purposent Source/Repositoryn u

Card-index-to-vital-statistics-in-| First-marriage-of- | https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/6645102availabilit =

the-early-land-and-town- Elizabeth-Harrisit | y=Family%20History%20Libra ry{d
records-books, Manchester-
Vermontx

Vital-records,-1749-1786-of First:marriage-or- | https://www familysearch.org/search/catalog/380341?

/ S e arch Strate Amenia, NY - - any-mention-of- y=Family%20History%20Libraryx
Harris-familyx

JohnS.-Pettibone, “Early- Any-mention-of- https:
History-of-Manchester,” the-Harris-familyn | ter.pdfn

Proceedings-of-the-Vermont-

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Session Roadmap

Planning Your Research
Tracking

Research Questions

Understanding time | The Basics
and place Custom Key tools

Mapping the Refinements Abstracting forms
strategy

Recording

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Keep a Research Log

* Keeps track of what you
have searched and what you
have found

— Write down search
strings

 Prevents rework
* Record negative findings
e (ites sources

* Can be a roadmap for the
research process

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



£ American Ancestors

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Research Log

Repository: Date:

Source Information Call Number Objective Results
(title, author, publisher, publication date, etc.) | (film number, URL, etc.)

www.AmericanAncestors.org
©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



What to Fill In Before Viewing a Record

Person/Place/Event focus of search
Date

Source/Repository — e.g. Ancestry: 1870 census —
New Albany, Indiana

Call Number (if any)

Objective - write the person or event you seek for
each search so you will later know whether you need
to search the same source again for a different person
or event.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



£ American Ancestors

by New EncGLanD HisToRric GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Person Research Log

Source Information Call Number Objective Results
(title, author, publisher, publication date, etc.) | (film number, URL, etc.)

ook, Monchaser et | e | e e | First marriage of Elizabeth Harris Null

Vital records, 1749-1786 of Amenia, NY e e et baet | First marmiage or any mention of Harris family | Ny

3417avallabllity=Family%20HIstary % 20L Ibrary

John 5. Pettibone, "Early History of Manchester,” Proceedings of | https-fvermonthi fisumalmisc/Ear Anv mention of the Harris famil Binga - Elzatetn Hams was sister of Esguine Fowers second wife was e widow of Joseph Hams
the Viermont Historical Society 1030 Vol 1 (4), page 158 HistoryOManchastos pt y | ANY y and o ey Coptan s SR

Bingo - “Esquire Powel's second wife was the widow of Joseph Harris and sister
to Isaac Whelpley. Captain Isaac Burton married her daughter, Rachel Harris.”

Research Log in Process

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Tip

Use Excel to Track



Set Up Your Research Log

Home Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Acrobat O Tell me

o : ~ av = = B A
|:| w & Book Antigua v 10 v AN = =B v EE‘; Wrap Text « General v @ o @ - F/ - &H Insert v >v Z? - p
0y~ E Delete v v
Paste B I U « i o AW = = = = 5= Merge & Cantar w v O «0 .00 Conditional Format Cell o Sort&  Find &
i - - — e - — ) $ "6 b g0 =0 Formatting as Table Styles ﬁ Format <§> ¥ Filter Selac
.
A9 . S
& D 1
1 | Spurce Name (and variant spellings) Dates examined Flace Relevant Record Notes Ohjective Citation
I I I I I I | I

Ell Vital Records

5

G Ccmctery Records
3

gl Published Genealogies

o o o E——"
o =S S ———————— E——————————————— M———"
2 £ BT
e S B P I B
e B P = BESE———
e 2 B 2 P I B
e

1
1
1
1
1
15
16
1
1
1

EEN Court Records

25
BN De e ds and Land Records

28
EE Military Records

EEll I mmigration Records

EEl 1 ocal and Regional Histories

AmericanAncestors.org/education/learning-resources/download#templates

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Rows are Types of Records

e Vital Records

* Census Records

* Cemetery Records

* Probate/Wills

* Newspapers

* Published Genealogies
* City Directories

 Court Records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Lear

Deeds and Land Records
Military Records
Immigration Records

Local and Regional
Histories

Genealogical Journals

Manuscripts

Other

ning Center



Columns are the Research Log

 Date of search  Dates examined *
e Source *  Place/Location *
* Repository * Relevant Record/Event *

* Objective — whatyou * Notes*
were looking for in the

" e (Citation *
source

* Name and spelling
variants searched *

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



o1

Annotated Research

Log

Time Type of
Source Repository  Objective Period Location Record Finding Notes Citation
ecora
ord
"1880 U.S. Federal Census," Eastchester, Westchester, New York,
James, Elizabeth, population schedule, ED 95, page 25, family 233, household of
Marcella, John, James, James Crotty; online images viewed at Ancestry (ancestry.com :
1880 U.S. Federal Census FHL Crotty Family 1880 Eastchester Jane, Thomas viewed 4 Feb 2008), citing NARA microfilm T9, roll 945.
"1850 U.S. Federal Census," New York (Ward 17), New York,
Population Schedule, Page 274b, household of James Crotley;
Ellen is 6 mos old, so she |online image viewed at Ancestry (ancestry.com : viewed 4 Feb
1850 U.S. Federal Census FHL James Crotty 1850 New York James, Eliza, Ellen was born Feb 1850 2008) citing NARA microfilm M432, Rool 556
"1860 U.S. Federal Census," Eastchester, Westchester, New York,
Ellen the elderis 76  [Population Schedule, Page 89, household of Jas Crotty; online
James Eliza, Ellen, John, years old, born in image viewed at Ancestry (ancestry.com : viewed 4 Feb 2008)
1860 U.S. Federal Census FHL James Crotty 1860 Eastchester James, Jane, Mary, Ellen Ireland citing NARA microfilm M653
"1860 U.S. Federal Census," Eastchester, Westchester, New York,
James, Eliza, Marella, Population Schedule, Page 276b, household of James Crotty;
John, James, Jane, Mary appears to have |online image viewed at Ancestry (ancestry.com : viewed 4 Feb
1870 U.S. Federal Census FHL James Crott 1870 Eastchester Thomas died 2008) citing NARA microfilm M593, roll 1114
ecord
oD
blished og
D 0
©New England Histaric Genealogica]_S_o_cj_et;L_Am_aci_Qa_nAn_Qest rs.org; produced by The Brue Far&d_lv L earning Center




Tip
Tailor Your Log for Land
and Probate



Deed Index Survey

Abstracted by:

Names Researched:
County:

Grantor/Direct/Seller Deed Index Book:

Notes about index arrangement:
Grantor/Seller

to Grantee/Buyer

Deed Index Log

State:

Type of
Instrument

Date:

Reposi-
tory:

Time Period Covered:

Date of
Filing Date of Instrument

Location
Location
Location
Location
Location
Location

Location

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Film #
Iltem #
Start image #

Book

Page



GRANTOR. GRANTEE Book. Vol. Page. Date of Deed. Date of Record. Location.

& § { >
} ¢ Yes ¢
/ ; 7 = J Zs N ' A 5 v A) A
Y #LCEA7 7¢ < Ll L /, (Tt et T b Y3 Sy 18~ (Y6 Hbze 3d AE6 & Kled?Z. »(7{
/
/ / Cery ’ = y oy / - b / "
e el il 2L / AL / & Y et - M7 e @~ SEEE S Zenctole
‘
’ / . ! , 7 >
' 224 s/ & Y #Le? { d 7 e 15y Clpt *3 St 7 A ,u.'/r//é {
. / y ; y 2
Ytz 47 2 27/ . Y2 Ly G )G Py oy - D S 5~ MFY Aer Ceeesl
7
/ / ¥ > / / . - )
Yositl P2l S 2 CLLE Ll /O ES LA 7 5 ltecy "o { o /Pt 30 td7 A .’4[.({,&!-1//
| " /’
) (oot rcer 2ot / 37,
) ( ) P
4 Y\ ) 2Ll et &> 7
/ ? J
/ yi< e e
s 7 / &« ) ;7 % el
r /
7 ) ) v ‘ ? 4
4 ! ;s /
A

MERCER COUNTY.

Hoa to Hol [ Hom to Hoy
B |I JhepJo| L e
24
> D Jo
F

Faz oubien i o R TIH

Cott’s Patent Index and Index Tab

syt v -

KLM
40

3 | 40
G H NOPQ
8 | 46

Russell Index
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Deed Index Survey

Abstracted by: A Lawthers Date: 8/24/2022
Names Researched: Homer
County: State: Reposi- Film # 78423323
tory: tem #
Start image #
Mercer PA FHL 247
Grantee/InDirect/Buyer Deed Index Book: Go-Hy-| Time Period Covered:  4303-1900
Motes about index arrangement:
Russell Index, "J" starts page 93, Hom staris page 70
GranteeiSeller ;II-'IPSF:IEU.I:::EM le::ienguf Date of Instrument Book Page
to GranteelBuyer
Homer, lzaac Oeed 2SMETT N2ESMETT 23 105
Burtan, JE Location EDDIEprinE
Homer, Jacob Oe=d &1 av
Hamer, Genrge Location not given
Homer, J.A. 1261853 81311581 Fd 204
Homer, 5. W Location Oelaw are
Homer, Jennia ' 331913 F2INa13W 3 363
Stephenson, Mallie M. Location West Salem
Homer, Jennia ' 11313 121251313 5 153
Arthurhalt, Amelda Location Greenville

Homer Survey

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




QUESTIONS?



Session Roadmap

Planning Your Research
Tracking

Research Questions

Understanding time | The basics
and place Custom Key tools

Mapping the refinements Abstracting forms
strategy

Recording

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Tip
Don't forget the
workhorse forms



£ American Ancestors

by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Chart# __
10n this chart=___onchart# ___

www.AmericanAncestors.org

20

DEATH DATE AND PLACE

21

22

23

24

26

27

28

29

MARRIAGE DATE AND PLACE

30

OFATH DATE AND PLACE

Multi-generation chart

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

O oodod oot oot b=



£7A American Ancestors £ American Ancestors

by NEw ENGLAND HiSTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY i by NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY &
Family Group Sheet ' Family Group Sheet

5 s
&
. 3 Given Namets) Last i & Father
§ § i Name ‘g - (first, middle, last)
% s g Born Place = : Wother
g3 [ =3 {first, middle, Maiden)
2 Died Place S~
g8 0
S s &
g5 g & - -
35S Martied Place L E [sex  [civen Namefs) Last
TS 33 Name
§ Father’s Father § & Lo Flace
(first, middie, last) i
Father's Mother B | Died Place
(first, middie, maiden) :E
Other Marriages | Spouse
{first, middie, fast) (first, middie, maiden)
Married Place
a Given Name(s) Last
= Name
= [Born Place Sex  |Given Name(s) Last
(=] Name
E Died Place wn [Bom Place
*
Mother’s Father "B | Died Place
(first, middie, last) =
Mother's Mother 5 Spouse
(first, middle, maiden) (first, middle, maiden)
Other Marriages Married Place
(first, middle, last)
Sex |Given Name(s) Last Sex  |Given Namefs) Last
Name [Name
= | BOrn Place Ao [Bon Place
i i
O [Died [Place =0 | Died Place
- bt
'5 Spouse 6 Spouse
(first, middle, fast) (first, middie, last)
Married Place Married Place
Sex  |Given Namefs) il(:rrne Sex  |Given Name(s) Tast
Name
o =TT Flace ~|[Fom Place
7 I+
-] Died [Place =5 [Died Place
= =
£ =
pouse o=
(Ul . Spouse
S'st_:;dd/e’m) STace v (first, middie, last)
o Married Place
Sex  |Given Namefs) Last
Som Place Naimg Sources of information
m
*
=5 | Died Tace
=
'6 Spouse
(first, middle, last)
Married Place
Page 1 www.AmericanAncestors.org P :
g www.AmericanAncestors.org

Family Group Sheet
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Tip
- Use abstracting forms
for documents with
boilerplate



FHL-Filmz Imagen

County-and-Stated Book-and-Page-#d
Grantor-(name,-residence|d Grantee-(name,-residence)d
Date-of-Acknowledgmento Date-recorded:n Consideration:H
Acreaged

Pertinent-physical-features,-e.g.-water-coursesq
i

Neighborsd

Dower-released Homestead-released Other-released

Otherd

Land Abstraction Form

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



. e — This Indenture made the ninth day of April in the year of our
/ »(nauzm//.ma%ﬂ z«/«'«y/dﬂ«'trw;//b‘/ e

/ Ao s o i st Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty nine between
| - o i i it 5 ity st :
| o e S S ,{m o oo W e rss S Ch i ol e i

4 e ‘,L;;;,//‘,};/;/}.,WZM{{ J;% Jacob Hommer Senr of West Salem township Mercer County
Pror oé‘y"mu& x IS lJ{‘l Vet ibr s sice ivs e st o & St iy ectcn Hallives . . .
@,7”@,1 s W,L%QZW,{“; and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Hannah his wife of
7 A s ou/w.w«/géa o xduy/«‘ /Zj;«uf/ o) face % .
s 46/” 4 L sttt G sy the one part and Harvey Walker of Greenville County and
Qo/:;/«./ M;.{/a : iieis i esees Nt 5 4 Aot
.Z,{‘/”“’M/L : s ;’if:f;j.!,{ e State aforesaid of the other part. Witnesseth that the said
ﬂ S T »njn,,»// // i J b lixce Lyrndicpin focds copd, ot & . . .
Mf,/,,«,/ﬁc/ww St Bl i Fons / Jacob Hommer Senr and Hannah his wife for and in

:Z’J///d) e ce.

./alu,/za. calad u;//

consideration of the sum of fifty seven dollars and fifty eight
cents lawful money of the United States to them in hand paid
by the said Harvey Walker at or before the ensealing or
delivery here of the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged.
Have Granted Bargained s Sold aliened enfeossed released and
confirmed and by these presents Do grant bargain sell alien
enfeoss release and confirm unto the said Harvey Walker his
heirs and assigns all the following described lot or piece of
land situate lying and being in West Salem township and
County aforesaid Bounded as follows to wit Beginning at
Stones in the middle of Shenango river thereby land of Jacob
Loutzenhiezer forty eight perches to a post in the middle of
the little lake “so called” thence by other land of said Jacob
Hommer by a right angled line seven and two third perches to
./‘,}/& o “ / a post thence by the same by a line . ..

e /,,,.,, i o e //// ‘,//M,

bt i <icqs t//
d(&ov crn s e &
Sleceries
«t(// 144 Gephs Ll

a/;.mw’/ir ,.,,/

4 Ao

'//,/
o

J/y/{JY/Z

L e e et n d
| AT S /‘/’ 7
|27

Ver # oo vy
r&/al(’a ¢.//,‘.///”
(/// S et alpec

)i e Lot

Deed, Homer to Walker, 1829

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




FHL-FilmY) Image|
78967350 2464
County-and-Statef] Book-and-Page-#1]
Mercer, -PAH 11,-d4&3d

Grantor-(name,-residence)q|

Jacob-and-Hannah-Homer,-West-Salemd

Grantee-(name,-residence)
Harvey-Walker,-Greenvilled

Date-of-Acknowledgment]
9-April- 18290

Date-recorded:q
9-April-18290

Consideration:q
$57.580

Acreage.-2-acrest

Pertinent-physical-features,-e.g.-water-coursesf|
Starts-at-stones-in-middle-of-Shenango-River, thence-by-land-of-lacob-Loutzenheizer-to-post-in-middle-of-lake, thence-by-
Hommer-land-back-to-middle-of Shenango-River.f1

MNeighborsq|

Jacob-Loutzenheizer,-Jacob-Hommern

Dower-releaseY
Yes,-by-Hannahd

Homestead-released

Other-released

Othery

Part-of-larger-tract-from-Jacob-Loutzenheizerto-Jacob-Hommer,-28-August-1815, recorded-book-D,-page-408-and-409.0

Abstracted, Homer to Walker, 1829

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




FHL-Filmm

Image-#0

County-and-Stated

Book-and-Page-#1

Type-of Document-(will,-administration,-guardianship,-etc.)d

Deceased:d

Executor:n

Date-Made:d

Date-Proved:d

Heirsy)

O =& & & &

Witnessesn

Motesd

Probate Abstraction Form

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Will, Deborah Grosvenor, 1841

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Ancestry-DB:-"Massachusetts,-U.5.,-Wills-and-Probate-Records,- Image #-285-0f- 7030
1635-1991"H

County-and-State Book-and-Page-#
Worcester,-Massachusetts Volume-84,-page-5224
Type-of-Document-{will,-administration,-guardianship,-etc.) |

Willd

Deceased: Executor:y]

Deborah-Grosvenord Cyrus-P.-Grosvenor-and-Moses-G.-Grosvenor,-sonsH
Date-Made:) Date-Proved: Yy

10-March-18414 First-Tuesday,-January-1842g

HeirsY

Cyrus-P.-Grosvenor-(son)y|
Moses-G.-Grosvenor-{son){
Daniel-B.-Grosvenor-{son-deceased),-his-heirsq
David-H.-Grosvenor-{son)y
Jonathan-P.-Grosvenor-{son)y
Eucla-G.-Douglass+(grand-daughter)]
Deborah-H.G.-Curtis-{grand-daughter)
Ebenezer-Grosvenor(son)f
Lucy-Wright-{daughter)
Betsey-Goddard-(daughter)y
Lucy-Allen-{granddaughter)y

bl

bl

H

Witnessest
labez-Strattont]
David-R.-Grosvenory]
Irana-G.-Grosvenort

Will Abstract Deborah Grosvenor
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Getting Organized: Research, Fliles, Findings 2022

Thank you for registering for the online course, Getting Organized: Research, Files, Findings!

When you first began your family history research, you may have thought that it would be simple to keep track of all the information.
Assuredly, you quickly discovered that it's not so simple--files and findings multiply exponentially. Staying crganized is an important
part of the genealogical process. Taking the time to organize your research, results, and files as you go will give you more time for
productive research. This online seminar will provide you with several tips, tools, and best practices for organizing your research and
results at every step of your family history journey.

This course includes three 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth qg&a
sessions with the instructors. These recordings and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

Click here to join the live broadcasts: https://zoom.us/j/97792154999

If you are unable to attend the live session, yvou will be able to watch the recordings on this course page.

COURSE SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/getting-organized-research-files-findings-2022
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