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Tracing Your Ancestors
on the Move in America

Follow the Money: Go-To Records for Tracing
Ancestors on the Move

August 2022

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

E2 American Ancestors,

Meet today's presenter

Melanie McComb

Genealogist

* Presentation (60 mins.)

+ "Follow the Money" strategy
« Overview of records

Q&A (30 mins.)
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* When vital records do not exist or have significant
gaps, we turn to financial records to learn more
about our ancestors

* This approach can be used to track an individual's
movements through a country or overseas

* It can help clarify relationships between families

“Follow the Money" Approach

5
Types of Records
Military Pension

Town Records Land Records and Bounty

Land Records

Probate Records Tax Records Lt

Records

6
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Town Records

Types of Town Records

™ Ear Marks and Cattle Marks

>

Pauper and Orphanage Records

Indenture Agreements

Town Payments

Mortage Records

i T 0 W

Dog Licenses

Ear Marks and Cattle Marks

* Owners mark their cattle and sheep with distinct
patterns

» Easily identify their own livestock and help prevent
against theft

¢ The marks were submitted to the town clerk to be
registered

* Marks could be passed down from father to son
» Only one son could inherit the father's mark

* Registered marks could also be sold (part of the
owner's estate)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 3
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Cattle and Sheep Ear Marks — Waitsfield, Vermont
Town Records
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Pauper and Orphanage Records

» Town officials were responsible for supporting the
poor and orphaned children

* Guardians may be appointed to care for orphans
who were heirs to property

* Orphaned children may be "bound out" to learn a
trade or sent to an institution like an orphanage
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Indenture Agreements

Legal contracts made between an indentured
servant and an employer "master”

¢ Outlines the duration of servitude and the rules
that servant and master will abide by

8/12/2022
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ANTENTURE OF A OINL, BOSTON, AZOUT 1901.

INTENTURE Witnesseth tiat Mary Clifford, dsughter”
e e sged nineteen ynn
of her own Free & Veluntery RS AR e U
TYBAL to m Msrget his wife and to their,

August g
Ledy ko fnd én the year of Gur Lord one thoussnd

Boston Record Commissioners Report
Vol. 10, p. 151 (Archive.org
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Mortgage Records
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Town Payments
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Dog Licenses

e Dog Owner

 Year of license A veornst Do sits
+ Name of dog S e i
Py @l Aoy Stasiient y’,/,
Z -/// /’“, S ey
.. Divcrclonlansie s pue botasrtone.
* Description of dog Sarid Fesrsadd S e
* Alternative record to £t ik oy

establish residency for a
person within a town

17

Land Records
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Census Documents

* Identify the occupation of your ancestor as well as
the amount of real estate they owned

* Agriculture census schedules should be consulted
if you have farmers in your family

» Indicate the amount of land they owned

19

Value of Real Estate Owned
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s Search OHA Health Help Extras

U.S., Selected Federal Census Non-Population
Schedules, 1850-1880

[ searc [[RTORS———— Browse this collaction

Fiest & Middle Namels) Last Mame thisimage set, selectfr

State

Day  Meath  Vear Location
o

Sehedule Type

Vear
Keyword

County

Locality
Sehaduta Type

Day  Month  Year

Ralatad data enllactinns
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Number of Acres of Land
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1850 Non-Population Schedule,
Marion County, lowa
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Deeds

* Legal document transferring ownership of
property from one person to another
» Grantor = seller

» Grantee = buyer

* Kept at the county level

» Connecticut, Vermont and Rhode Island are
recorded at the town level

23

Clark County, Ohio Grantor and Grantee
Index

24
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Deed, Clark County Land Records
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The Homestead Act

* Signed in 1862, this law allowed any American
(including freed slaves) to purchase up to 160
acres of federal land

* Buyer was required to live on the land for five

years and perform necessary upkeep and
additions

¢ Civil War Union veterans could use time served in
military towards the residency requirement

28

Locating Homesteading Files

* Use the Bureau of Land Management web site
to search for land patents in the U.S.

* Land entry files can be obtained from
the National Archives in Washington, DC

> Homesteading files are starting to become available
on Ancestry.com

29

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIORIN BRIVATE [Cr.A 75

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT: " " General\LandjOfficelRecords

& Search Documents Reference Center Suppart Shopping Cart B

e

Mds, but provide at feast one additional

eference

https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx
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U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Se——

by Mewn ver Loca
i

Browse this collection

Keyword e selectfom
Chaose.

Range Lando
Township and Range

Sector

Township

Fina Cartificate umber

Application Number

Iy Home Trees Search DNA Health Help Extras

< AllResults

Mary Crain

in the U.S., Homestead Records, 1863-1908

Name: Mary Crain
Age: 66 (
BirthYear: 1812

Birth Place:  Ireland

Final Certficate Date: ~ 30 Nov 1878

Homestead Place:  lowa, USA

# Add alternate information Land Office:  Des Moines {
A Reportissue Application Number: 6161
Section: 34

Township: 96 North

Range: 35 West ’

[ save v JRU E

32

QUESTIONS?
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Military Pension and
Bounty

Land Records

Revolutionary War
Pension History

* 24 August 1780 - Congress passed an act to offer pensions to
widows and orphans of Revolutionary War soldiers

* 1818 - Congress passed a resolution granting pensions to
veterans who were not disabled but were having financial
difficulties — lifetime pension

* 1832 - Full pay for life to officers and enlisted men who served
2+ years; partial pay for 6 months to 2 years

* Original files are kept at the National Archives, Washington
D.C. (digitized and available on Fold3.com)

35

Pension Roll of 1835

* In 1834/1835, the U.S. Senate passed a series of
resolutions requiring a list be compiled of
pensioners who were drawing pensions for service
in the Revolutionary War

* Some War of 1812 veterans may be listed
» Most appear in later pension rolls

36
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U.S., The Pension Roll of 1835
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| [Search [EIT T Re—— Browse this collection
irst & Middle Name(s) Last Name To browse this image set, select from
the options below.
Title
Day Month  Year Location
o Choose. A
State
Death - -
Lived I
Any Event - - Related data collections
eyword US., R yWar Pension and

This data collection contains an
estimated 80,000 application files from

Month Year

Pension
Enroilment
Date

M M officers and enlisted men who served

in the Revolutionary War in all
branches of the American military:

avy, and marines. The files that

Ancestry.com

37

Stutement showing Uhe Names, Runk, §¢, of dnvalid Pensioners residing ia Cheshire county, in the State of New =
Hampshire,
L
=
&
Rusk. | Annesl| Sums re- | Deseription of ser- | When placed La i inscribed,
s, allow- | ceived. Yice, on the pen- | of pension. | increased and redaceds and remarks.
ane. sion roll. ' |
Caleb Aldrigh -« | Sergeant | 60 00 | 1368 57 | Col. Reads reg’t Aug"iﬁ, 179 | Mar, 4, 1795 | Apsi1 20, 179
Do do 9600 | 1122 69 do Ape 24 1616 | Increasod by Kl Apﬂ] 24,1816, Died
Junuary
Theoplilus B, Adsms C\rrnnl 00 28 66 | st re. U.8.ink | Dec. ?T 1815 Mﬂy 11, 1815 | Acts mili |uvy nhb]uhm
Do do | 4800| 65 0¢ ( A2 1816 | Dnemased by sat Apeil24 s,
Do o 7200( 13500 20 | Increased. "Died Auy \m]sj 1831,
Jared Dallow - . | Private. 4800 | 843 57 | Slstreg't US. inf. | Ap1 lE‘ 80| J:F 21, 1814 | Acts. mhwy establishmer
Isasc Brown .+ . do 96 00| 1007 60 | Resd's regti Oct. 4, 1923 | Sept.
Samoc] Bassat - do 7200 54120 | Sieele’s com Sep. 11, 1826 | J\nz 30 1826 d,g
Webemiah Brown - | do | 4800 118 04 | Parkerscom. mf. | May 81838 | Ap' 27, 1838 | Febraary 4, 182, o
James Blodgett - do 9600 | 146 13 | Masssclrusetta ling | July 23, 1819 | Aug. 27. 1818 | Meareh 18, 1818, Reliaquished for the &
i benefitof sct March 18, 1818, ad
r‘cn;;ﬂead on invalid rofl act May
¥
Do do 6400 41348 do Feb, x} 1829 | lh 4, 1820 Dol dagat 1655
James Caropbell  « do l_ﬁ 00 (334 10 | Gilley'sN. i. reg't 4 1789 | June 7, 1785,
Do do 00 412 00 do dr Srp\ S5, 1807 | June T, 1765, Increwsed by wel April
Do do TG 80| TS5 do do April24, 1816 lrmaud Dymt Apui:‘d, 1816. Died
October
Lemuel Dean - - da 3000 | 392 o1 | Col. Nichol's reg't Acg. "5 e Bnp 41794 | April 20, 1755
o b | Q0] s do Oct, 8, 1607 | Iicreased.
Pension Roll of 1835, vol. 1 — Cheshire
County, New Hampshire

38

Military Bounty Land

* Federal government provided bounty land for those
that served in the following wars:

» Revolutionary War

» War of 1812
» Mexican War

» Indian Wars (1775-1885)

* Claimed by veterans or their heirs; many sold off their

scrips for cash

 Applications recorded the veteran's age and residence

at the time of application

39

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

13



Class 3: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America

First & Middle Name(s)

Year
Military

Keyword

Warrant Number

Year
Warrant Year
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U.S. War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858
m Match all term:

Provided in
association with
National Archives and

L Records

NATIONA
ARCHIVES

Administration

Browse this collection

Tobrowse this image set, select from
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Choose... v
Record Set

Warrant Range
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United States Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Applications, 1800-1900
Description

n files of veterans and w
ension and Bounty Las

correspond to Nati
er documents in support of a

Search Collection
Deceased Ancestor's Information

AL Stockbridge RN feview and Attach Record
Ur S ey jar Pension and Bounty Land

Images Available

Tow

w these Images you mi

s Milltary S Mass,

Pension Number

Addtional Name:

Similar Historical Records

ere found.

Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land
Warrant Application Abstract

44

Sewvicn

ﬁmm Stibidse i

Mase it ,v‘).w

TORTINTS

Pension Jacket on Fold3.c

45
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War of 1812 Pension History

* 1871 Act - provided pensions to veterans who
served at least 60 days or to their widows if they
married before 1815

* 1878 Act - provided pensions to veterans or their
widows, who served at least 14 days

* War of 1812 pensions are being digitized and
uploaded to Fold3 (approximately 80% complete)

— For files not online, use NATF-85 form to request
from the National Archives, Washington DC

47

HOME  SEARCH  BROWSE  CWSTORWS ~ MEMORWS  WELP

DESCRIPTION

OVERVIEW  BROWSE

The first applications were based on disability or death of a soldier. Beginning in | Related Titles

1871, they were based on service. Aveteran's pension file typically includes his

rank, place of residence, age or date of birth, and time of service. A widow's
application usually includes her place of residence, her maiden name, date and
place of marriage, circumstances of her husband's death, and the names of

children under 16.

48
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Civil War Pensions

* Federal pensions were granted to Union veterans and
their surviving family (spouse, children, parents,
dependents)

* Original files are kept at the National Archives,
Washirégton D.C. (widow's pensions being digitized
and added to Fold3)

» Use NATF-85 form to make your request

* Confederate pensions were granted by the individual
states

— Link: httPs:{ZWWW.archives,gov(research[military[civil—
war/confederate/pension

8/12/2022
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U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to
Pension Files, 1861-1934

Mateh all terms exactly T

(e
Firet i Middie Name(s) Last Hame S
NATIONAL Records
NATITNAS  Recorss
Yaar Location Adminisuation

iedln
Any Event .
Browse this collection
Add family member; ~Spous
First & Middle Name(s)  LastName
Spouse

Keyword

Relation to Head

Rolative’s Relationship

Gender
Select -

[ searcn [JEENEIE Related data collections

50
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Civil War Pension Index Card
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Probate Records

Testate vs. Intestate

Testate Intestate
. Will . Lette?s f’f .
Administration
* Codicil * Inventory
* Letters of testamentary * Guardianships

* Distributions
* Inventory

53

Wills

» A will is a legal document where property is
transferred upon the party's death to family, friends,
servants, business partners, and the community

* Kept at the county level where the deceased had their
primary residence

» Wills can include the following:
» Names of children (and their spouses)
» Name of spouse
> Names of grandchildren, nieces/nephews
» Names of servants
» Names of slaves

54

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18



Class 3: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America 8/12/2022

Codicils

* An addition or change to a will : 3

+ Common changes: s & o=
— Add or remove heirs e e

— Change distribution of estates ‘

— Acknowledge deaths of heirs s

in will ?

— Administrators of estate

55

fee from wy
K ey, L '4-,.‘,‘\/’1‘,‘.
o Mg M Virm ' r?/u/y/'"“wr”}/ —

Codicil, Henry Meinertzhagen, Suffolk
County, Mass, Case 10998

56
Why isn't someone mentioned in a
will?
* Deceased
* Moved away
* Already received their inheritance
* Not yet born/considered a minor when the will
was written
¢ Estrangement
57

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19



Class 3: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America

Inventories
|« Alist of the deceased's
belongings and property
was taken and distributed
to heirs
> Keep note of the
persons who took the
inventory - they may be
family or close
friends/business
partners

8/12/2022
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Letters of Administration

¢ Issued if an individual died intestate

* The court appoints an administrator/trix
> Distributes the estate of the deceased

> If the deceased is married, typically the
widow/widower
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Letters of Administration — estate of
Joseph Knight, Essex County Mass, Case
coo
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Accounts
 List of debts owed to the estate
¢ List of debts the estate owes to others

* Published in newspapers

8/12/2022

61

Why look at accounts?

* Hint at status of ancestor
» Do they owe a lot of money?
» Are they lending money frequently?
» Do the debts add up to more than the value of the
estate?
* Potential family and associate connections
> Extended family
> Business associates

62

List of Debts, Leonard Cutter,
Suffolk County, Mass, Case 34906

63
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Distributions

* Dividing an estate among heirs
* Occurs after bills are paid and debts collected

¢ Heirs (children, widow, etc.) mentioned in
distribution

* Genealogical importance:
» List of children if vital records aren’t available
» Married names of daughters
» Children of deceased heirs

8/12/2022
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' leid, L vali
J N w de
7 waaids
g2 S
5 ol
Essex County, Mass, Case 16001
65
. 0
Guardianships

* Appointed for minor children
> Males: under 21
> Females: under 18

* Guardians protected the
inheritance of minor heirs to an
estate

» Can provide financial support

After minor becomes of age, the
guardian is released
» Guardian would then make an
account of compensation

o

P Fcey gl
tlut ll ) lonit

66
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Guardian Bond, Suffolk County,
Mass., Case 27577
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Guardian Petition, Suffolk
County, Mass  Case 27575
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QUESTIONS?
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Tax Records

8/12/2022

Poll Tax

* Tax levied as a prerequisite to voting

* Massachusetts was the first to enact the poll tax in
1646, followed by New Haven in 1649

* Re-introduced in the South after the Civil War to
disenfranchise African Americans from voting

» "Grandfather clause" for poor white Americans

¢ Abolished in 1964 when 24th Amendment was
passed

71
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Women Poll Taxpayers, Dallas
County, Alabama
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Taxes on Real and Personal
Estates

* Tax rolls may detail the type of structures
they have on estate (house, farm, mill, etc.)

* Tax rolls are a great census alternative. They
can help you recreate the community they
were living in.
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New York, Tax Assessment Rolls of Real
and Personal Estates 1799-1804
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IRS Tax Assessment Lists

¢ 1]Jul 1862 - Bureau of Internal Revenue was created (later
renamed to Internal Revenue Service)

¢ The United States was divided into collection districts

* Two lists created
» A list of names of individuals subject to taxation who
lived in the division
» A list of names of individuals who lived outside the
division but were owners of property in the division

75
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U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-
1918 (California)
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Employment
Records

Famiy e Search Mamores Indeing  Activies @ soum

United States, Panama Canal Zene, Employment Records and Sailing lists, 1905-1937
Descri
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Railroad Records

* Pensions granted by the U.S. Railroad Retirement
Board starting in 1934

» Ancestry.com has the Pension Index for 1934-1987

» Original claim files can be obtained from the
National Archives, Atlanta, Georgia

* Each railroad company has their own archives,

which include employee records

80

U.S.,, Railroad Retirement Pension Index, 1934-
1987

s Proidedin

First & Midele Namels) LastName

¥
NATIONAL e
ARCHIVES

Day Month  Year

Related data collections
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First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
J Adams
Exact Exact

Day Month  Year

Birth - -
Death - v |19
Exact +/-..
Any Event - -

Keyword

e pilotor"Flying Tigers” v

[ scarcn [N

U.S., Railroad Retirement Pension Index, 1934-

1987

Provided in association
n ‘with National Archives

and Records

Administration

Related data collections

LS, Northem Pacific Railwa,
Company Personnel

Find your Minnesota rallroading
ancestors n this rich collection of
personnel files from the Northern
Pacific Railway Company.

‘This is 3 collection of employment
vecords from railroad companies

8/12/2022
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Name:

Birth Date:

Death Date:

Claim ID:

J Adams
Jul 1902
1940

D035136

U.S. Railroad Retirement Pension Abstract
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National Archives at Atlanta

v At e i s Mt o et

Overview

FPUCTORREORES

Railroad Retirement Board Records

www.archives.gov/atlanta/public/railroad-retirement-board-records

84
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Where to Send Requests:

Sample Railroad Retirement Board Files:

8/12/2022
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(12-21-08—20M—5-6025)
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Southern Pacific Railroad Employee Record
Card

88

Review

1. Our ancestors left behind records
with each financial transaction
they participated in

2. Records are located in a variety of
repositories

3. Multiple records need to be
consulted to understand more of
your ancestor's story

AR AR R NN NN

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

30



Class 3: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America 8/12/2022

£ 3 American Ancestors.
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