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OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

* Understanding the trends and historical context
of colonization

* Evolution of records in the United States

» (asestudy

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Challenges

 The records do not exist!
— Early stages of government

— Fire
* Border changes
* Your ancestors avoided the record keepers

* Your ancestors were not wealthy

Where did they come from!? Where did they go!?
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Colonization
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Virginia Company of London (1609)
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Jamestown
* Settled mostly by
adventurers (economics) VIRGINIA R
* Initially met significant loss Jamestc;\é\gﬁ?,. grian
in life, but eventually
%\ Roanoke,
succeeded e 7587
* 100 acres to each S o
shareholder e
* Headrights gave an extra CAROLINA:

50 acres for every
additional settler
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Carolinas and Georgia
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New England Council (1620)
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Plymouth

* Did not have a royal

charter

* Core group were

Separatists who had first
fled to Leiden, Holland

* Small in population and

grew slowly
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Massachusetts Bay Company

* Established and led by

Puritans

* By far the most

populous and influential
colony in New England

Image by Kmusser at Wikipedia Commons
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The Province of Massachusetts Bay was formed in 1691

by merging the Massachuseetts Bay Colony, Plymouth Colony,
Province of Maine, Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard, and

Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia was split off in 1696.

Previously New Hampshire had been part of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony from 1641-1679.
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QUESTIONS?
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The Records-

Who is in Charge?
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Process in New England & NY

Charter
(Land Company)

Council

Colonial Grant Groups of

(General Court or |[mms Indivifjuals
Governor) (Proprietors)

Individual Grants
(Settlers)

Individuals

(Service to
Crown)
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Charter
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mes Investors and/or Settlers
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V

WILLIAM VASSALL

ORIGIN: London

MIGRATION: 1630

FIRST RESIDENCE: Boston

REMOVES: Scituate 1635, England 1646, Barbados 1648

RETURN TRIPS: Returned to England in fall 1630 on the Lyon, and
back to New England 1635 on Blessing; returned to England on the

Supply

OCCUPATION: Merchant [Aspinwall 177].

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: About 1635 "Mris. Anna Vassail the wife of
Mr. William Wassaile [was admitted to Roxbury church]. Her husband
brought five children to this land, Judith, Francis, John, Margret, Mary"
[RChR 80]. "Mr. Vassel joined" Scituate church on 28 November 1636
[NEHGR 9:280].

FREEMAN: Took the oath of allegiance to the king, 1 February 1638/9
[PCR 1:110, 8B:182].

EDUCATION: He made his mark to his will, but he signed his name
numerous times as a witness [Aspinwall 30, 71, 218]. Vassall's surveying
instruments were frequenily used in Flymouth Colony [PCR 2:52]).
OFFICES: Assistant, Massachusetts Bay Company, 23 March 1628[/9],
11 May 1629, 13 May 1629, 20 October 1629 [MBCR 1:37, 39, 40, 60].
Committee to consider division of lands, 5 March 1628/9 [MBCR 1:30).
Committee to resolve orders, 21 May 1629 [MBCR 1:44]. Arbiter, 19
September 1629 [MBCR 1:51]. Present at a court of assistants on the
Arbella, 23 March 1629(/30] [MBCR 1:70).

Deputy, 27 September 1642 [PCR 2:46). Council of War, 27 Septem-
ber 1642 [PCR 2:47]. In Scituate section of 1643 Plymouth Colony list
of men able to bear arms [PCR 8:191].

ESTATE: On 15 December 1629 "Capt. Waller and Mr. Vassall were
content to give the first £50 to the plantation, so as their other £50
might go on wholly to this new stock” [MBCR 1:67].

Rev. John Lothrop listed "Mr. Vassell's" first among the houses built in

Scituate in 1636 [NEHGR 10:42).
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Class 1: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America

e q -

GP rvou  Colecions | Hep  Foodback Search words about the ftems
- o oK
ew

et At a Court of Assistant_ held at New Plymouth, the third of De- 3 December.
cemb’, in the wiiij* Yeare of the Raigne of o Sowaigne Lord,

Charles, by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France,

& Ireland King, Defendor of the Fayth, &ec.

Berore Thom. Prince, gent., Gofl, John Alden,
) W= Bradford, John Atwood, &
Ed: Winslow, John Browne,

|u
-

Gent., Assistant{ of the s? gofim®*.

—_
=
[T

NE hundred & fifty acrees of land{ are graunted vnto M* Vassell,
O puided he take the oath of fidelitie, &¢.

Mr Richard Smyth, of Cohannatt, tooke the oath of allegiance to the
King, & fidelitie to the colony.

A Peell or tongue of land about an acre & a half broad at Smilt Riuer,
lying betwixt the riuer & the land¢ of M" Thomas Prince, is graunted vnto
Mr Thomas Prince. It was graunted before to Franc€ Cooke.

- Richard Bushop hath hired himself wt* Loue Brewster, for the terme of
one whole yeare from the xxvj*® of Novemb® last, & is to haue for his yeares
service iij! in money, & twenty bushells of Indian corne.

www.hathitrust.org
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Charter and General Court Grants

e State Archives

* State Library

 State Historical Societies
 State Judicial Archives

e Transcribed volumes (common for colonial
records)

— Examine library catalogs and digitized book
collections

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Proprietors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Process in New England & NY

Charter
(Land Company)

Council

Colonial Grant Groups of

(General Court or jms Indivifjuals
Governor) (Proprietors)

Individual Grants
(Settlers)

Individuals

(Service to
Crown)
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Earliest Colonial Settlements

* Distinguishing
features
— Church
— Common

— Houses facing
Common

e — Farmland outside
g B the Settlement

: ; ,@ Q&*
) 400 &

@ g OxPaswre

@
e T %% %
] Individually owned family farmsL@f% &

http://www.trinityhistory.org/AH/u2map.html
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Matters of Discontent

* “Too many” settlers :
(anywhere from 15 to 30 ‘
freemen)

* Church disputes

e Desire to determine own
standards for church and
government

* Inability to adapt to
prevailing order

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 31
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Other Push factors

* Lack of opportunities,
e.g., younger son

* Environment — poor
soil, poor weather

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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What pulled your ancestors to a
new place?

* Land

* Opportunity

* Ease of getting there
* War

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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T4 T2 Longitude West ™ frem (ireenwleh L]

bl N['lﬂ] WS

The Expansion
of New England

The Spread of New England
Settlement and Institutions
to the Mississippi River, 1620—-1865

New England

Settlement.
: 1637
Maps from The Expansion of New England, Ty .
Lois Kimball Mathews I The Pequot War
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Impact of King Philip’s War on

Maine

5 ™) [ O

P Frn wwrioh -

New England
Settlement,
1675

Just befors
King Philip's War

A  S— e

2y
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New England
Settlement, z
1677 i
Just after !
King Philip's War,
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Proprietors

* Absolute ownership and complete control over tracts
of land granted to them

* Responsible for the improvement of the land

* Required to enlist settlers and newcomers, assigning
lots, building highways, and subdividing

land/meadow/forest
* Common management, both political and economic

 Early years- no distinction between town and
proprietors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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E I C . Dorchester
Cambridge : :
1 -\.! | : l'
) Wipdsor Watertown
a -.'1.)‘" |
| l‘.l._ f r
I 1 ](_FF/
| Be
| [ L} J
[iln ;': N
‘ N 1 S
| '
J i [ iy i W ."*'
B 'i'_ N.‘-' ."L-H__{ ” | K 3 L ‘-_ v }‘,i
Davenport & VIS, dn . el =
Eaton - Boston Ao Wh = .
A e pl 65— ' Winthrop and
/ e Direct from Gardiner - Boston
G i r’.-..-.'»'.-_. England

Connecticut’s Oldest English Settlement

Map of Connecticut showing the settlements in 1670 from Historical Sketches of Meriden by G.W.

Perkins
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Early Planting of New York

1. Gravesend 1640 from Mass. T

2. Southampton 1640 (40
families from Lynn, Mass.)

3. Migration from Conn. to L.I.

17 Tishirs Marth

4. Bedford & Rye from Conn.,
R.I., SE Mass.

PARTMNERS
¢ PATENT ! |

5. The Oblong (mainly Cape
Cod Quakers)

HILIPSE'S
HIGHLAND] 1 |
PATENT s

6. Beekman Patent & Dutchess
County

4
20 Mides
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Proprietors

17th Century 18th Century
* Socio-religious * Economic
* Residents * Non-residents
* Mixed with Town * Separated from Town
Records Records
Town=Proprietor Proprietor=land

Freeman=town meeting

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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NE FamilySearch Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing

Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog

Refine your search - B PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
Search by: Part of United States, Vermont, Windham
Place D

United States, Vermont, Wind

United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Cemeteries ( 1)

surnames United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Census - 1920 ( 1 )
Titles United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Church history { 1)
Author United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Church records ( 2 )
Subjects United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Directories ([ 1)
Keywords United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Genealogy ( 4 )

United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - History ( 4 )
United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - History - Periodicals ( 1 )
United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Land and property ( 2 )

Search for:

Call Number
Film/Fiche Number

Availability Land records, 1761-1919; index to land records v. 1-23, 1779-1881
® Any Author:  Rockingham (Vermont). Town Clerk
Online

Proprietor's records, 1752-1764
Author:  Rockingham (vermont). Proprietor's Clerk

. : . s S
Update Reset United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Politics and goverrTment {4
United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Public records ( 1 )

United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Town records ( 1)

Family History Center

Land records, 1761-1919; index to land records v. 1-23, 1779-1881
Author:  Rockingham (Vermont). Town Clerk

United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Vital records ( 6 )

www.FamilySearch.org
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QUESTIONS?
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Class 1: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America

Process in Mid-Atlantic and South

Charter

(Land Company
or an Individual)

Headright Grants
(individuals)

Land Council or
Royal Governor

Purchased Land
(individuals)
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Process in Virginia

Virginia
Company of
London

Secretary of the
Colony or Clerk of the
County

(1623-1921)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Land Patents
(1606-1623)

Headright Grants
(individuals)

Purchased Land
(individuals)
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Class 1: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America

Headright and Patents

* A Patent is the first deed to a piece of land from
the government

— Cash sale

* A headright is a legal grant of land to settlers
— Generally between 50 and 1,000 acres
— Extra 50 acres for each additional person

— Responsible for improving land

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Tracing Ancestors on the Move in America

Mid-Atlantic Colonial Settlement

* Along coast and inland rivers

* First to move away from coast were farmers with

pioneering skil

s, often German or Scots-Irish

 Tended to move north and south because of
Appalachian Mountain chain

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 48
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Map Legend

Wincheste

- Movement of people Woodstock

® Towns

~——— Great Wagon Road ket o
J Harrison o

Staunton
Charlotteswl &

/ LexingtN
Fincastle Richmon

alem Petersburg e

Han's Mgadow
Ingles' Fer
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©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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o
Predominant Immigrant |
Groups 1775
I english
I scots-irish
I ightand Scots
I outen
I French
~ German
- African
J Jews
S Swedes
W Welsh

~— DELAWARE

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

http://global.oup.com/us/companion.webs
ites/9780199389315/map/maps/mapsch5/
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Headrights, Grants, Patents, and

Warrants
e State Archives

* State Library
o State Historical Societies
 State Judicial Archives

e Transcribed volumes (common for colonial
records)

— Examine library catalogs and digitized book
collections

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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s ssenoraoes. VIRTUAL VAULT

@00 =

Campaign Materials Collection

‘While many of our founding fathers disdained political campaigning it did not take long before campaigns including speeches, slogans, and
songs became an important part of the American experience. Georgia was no exception and throughout its history many memorable
campaigns have been run, won, and lost. This collection highlights the material produced during some of these campaigns from the ubiquito..

Carnegie Family Collection

Photograph albums compiled by the family of Lucy Coleman Carnegie, who owned most of Cumberiand Island, Georgia, from 1881 to 1972
when it was purchased by the National Park Service. The albums feature Lucy Camegie's children and grandchildren from 1888 to 1919
Prominent are albums compiled by or featuring Lucy Coleman Camegie; Nancy Carnegie Rockefeller, daughter of Lucy Carnegie's son

Church Records Microfilm Collection

The Church Records Micrefilm Index is the card catalog, compiled by Georgia Archives staff, of the Archives' holdings of church records on
microfim. The cards have been scanned and saved in PDF fermat with one PDF for the cards for each county. Arrangement: Church records
are arranged alphabetically by denomination, then by the name of the church and grouped together in alphabetical sections, with the locatio

Capitol Art Collection (Capitol Museum Collection)

In 1825, Georgia state government commissioned life-size portraits of James Oglethorpe, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
Franklin, and Marquis de Lafayette to be displayed in the Milledgeville Capitol. These five paintings became the foundation of an art collection
that now numbers close to 300 portraits, sculptures, and other memorials. The completion of the current Capitol building in 1829 led to the..

Chatham County Deed Books

Deeds showing property transactions in Chatham County, Georgia. These are from Record Group 125-01-003, Chatham County, Superior
Court, Deeds and Mortgages. Usage Note: Students and teachers may use images in classroom reports and presentations if the following
credit line is included with the image: Courtesy of the Georgia Archives. Each image has a "Cite as” field in the Document Description. User

Colonial Conveyances
The Colenial Conveyances (deeds) are the recorded property transactions between private citizens in the Colony of Georgia

i

Colonial Estate Records

Estate records from estates probated in the Colony of Georgia, 1754-1777. These records are from Record Group 49-1-1, Colony of Georgia-
-Estate Records. Historical Background These documents are the copies submitted to the Qrdinary for transcription into volumes. The Royal
Governor served as Ordinary for the Colony of Georgia. Records submitied include letters of administration, administrators’ bonds, petitions. ..

Colonial Plats and Warrants

Warrants of survey and plats of land grants recorded in the Colony of Georgia. These records are from Record Group 3-3-56, Surveyor
General, Survey Records, Colonial Plats and Warrants. While Georgia was a Royal Colony, land grants were issued by the Royal Governor in
the name of the King of Great Britain. A colonist submitted a petition to the governor with a general description of the land he wanted. The...

https://vault.georgiaarchives.org/digital/
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Deeds or

Conveyances
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[

Research Wik

Getting Started

Wiki Home
About the Wiki

Online Genealogy
Records

Research Resources
Browse by Country
Browse all Wiki Content
Family History Library
Family History Ceniers
FS Affiliate Libraries
Submit Wiki Content
Report a Problem
Contact Us

Volunteer and Helper

Personal Sandbox
Upload Fileimage
Edit the Wiki

Adopt a Page
Manual of Style
Guiding Principles
Community News
Community Meetings
Wiki Support

Wiki Universify

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Printable version
Permanent link
Page information
Cite this page

=8
*( FamilySearch

n Help Using the wiki

Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing

Page Talk Read View source View history

To request editing rights on the Wiki, click here.

Georgia Land and Property

Messages Volunteer Help ¥

Sign in Free Account

Search FamilySearch Wiki Q

United Siates = U.S. Land and Properly = Georgia = Land and Property

Contents [hide]
1 Online Resources
2 Colonial and State Records
3 Land Lottery Records
4 County Records
5 Websites

Online Resources |[editsource ]

Georgia, Deed Indexes, 1927-1979&($)

Land Grants to Georgia Revolutionary War Veteranse Index and images ($)

Georgia, Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1783-1909¢ Images.

Georgia's Virtual Vault Colonial and Headright Plat Indexe

Georgia's Virtual Vault Headright and Bounty Plats# Index and images

Georgia Land Lottery, 1827 & Abstracis ()

Georgia Cherokee Land Lottery, 1832& Reprint of Official Register (5)

USGenWeb Archives Land Lottery for 1807, 1821, 1827, 18326&>

Georgia, Elbert County Records, 1790-2002 & at FamilySearch — index and images

.

.

Colonial and State Records [zditsource ]

From 1732 to 1755 the area that is now Georgia was a trusteeship in which land was allotted to males and their heirs. After 1755 lands were granted without restrictions. Land transfers before 1777 were generally
recorded in Savannah, and many early land grants have been transcribed and published. One source for these records is Pat Bryant, Entry of Claims for Georgia Landholders, 1733-1755 (Atlanta, Georgia: State
Printing Office, 1975; Digital Versiondr; At various libraries (WorldCat)e?, FHL Film 1450719, Book 975.6 R2brer.

Georgia was a state-land state in which land was distributed first by the govemor and then through land courts established from 1783 to 1909. From 1756 land was distributed in the eastemn quarter by headright
and bounty grants. The grants usually do not give residences, family names, or military information. Nat all bounties were for military service. These records are listed in Index to the Headright and Bounty Grants of
Georgia 1756-1909 (Vidalia, Georgia: Georgia Genealogical Reprints, 1970; At various libraries (WorldCat)&, FHL Book 975.8 R2i&

The Family History Library and the Georgia Surveyor General Department at the Georgia Department of Archives and History have original land grants on microfilm. The records at the Family History Library
include books of conveyances (1750-1802). mortgages (1755-1822), fiats for grants (1755-76), and bonds, sales, and gift records (1755-1829).

= (Georgia Headright and Bounty Land Records, 1763-1902& (FamilySearch Historical Records - Free)

www.familysearch.org/wiki/

Georgia Wiki Topics

Beginning Research

Guided Research
Research Strategies
Record Finder

Record Types
Adoption + Land & Property
Bible Records « Military Records
Cemeteries + Naturalization &
Census Citizenship
Church Records « Newspapers
Correctional « Online Records
Institutions » Periodicals
+ Court Records + Probate Records
Directories + Taxation
Emigration & + Vital Records
Immigration » Voter Records
Genealogies
Georgia Background
Biography « Maps
Gazetteers = Migration
History « For Further Reading
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Review Strategies

* Understand historical and geographical context
* Motivations

* Knowing which records to use- who is in
charge?

e (Cluster research

 Stay organized!

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Migration Patterns
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Problem: What was the Maiden Name of Ann
Grosvenor of Pomfret, Connecticut?

-

Here fyes 'ye'B'ody of Mrs Ann Grosvenor the widow of Mr Ebenezer Gros-
venor she died July 30 1743 in ye 56tk Year of her Age

 Born about 1687

e Married about 1707 based on birth of first child

 Births of children listed as “d” or “s.” of Ebenezer
and Ann

* Ebenezer Grosvenor of Roxbury, came to
Pomfret in 1700 with his mother, Esther (or
Hester).

* How would you approach this problem?

s* PS. Pomfret was first settled in 1699

- - - - - -
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Early Settlement

 Land in Pomfret was Windh
purchased in 1686 by 12 C(',?mt; "
men from Roxbury,

Massachusetts, but not
settled until 1699.

* Woodstock, just north
of Pomfret, was e
purchased by 39 men
from Roxbury at the
same time and settled
immediately

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Settlers of Woodstock (with ages)

* Aspinwall, Peter (22)
* Bacon, Joseph (20)

* Bacon, Thomas (28)
* Bowen, Henry (53)

* Bowen, John (24)

* Bugbee, John (21)

* Bugbee, Joseph (46)

* Butcher, John (23)

* Chandler, John (51)

* Chandler, John Jr. (21)

* Corbin, James (21)

e Craft, Samuel (49)

e Davis, Jonathan (21)
* Davis, Matthew (22)
* Frizzel, John (22)

* Garey, Nathaniel (23)

Griggs, Benjamin (19)
Griggs, George (25)
Holmes, John (25)
Johnson, Nathaniel (39)
Leavens, John (46)
Lyon, Thomas (38)
Lyon, William Sr (65)
Lyon, William Jr. (34)
Marcy, John (24)

May, Samuel (25)
Morris, Ebenezer (22)
Morris, Edward (56)
Peacock, Samuel (29)
Peake, Jonathan (49)
Peake, Joseph (41)
Sabin, Benjamin (40)
Sanger, Nathan (34)
Scarborough, Samuel (40)
Watkins, Andrew (20)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Births of Ann’s in Roxbury
(1680-1690)

* Ann Baker, d. Robert and Mary, 8 June 1685

* Ann White, d. Benjamin, 4 July 1685

* Ann Dudley, d. Joseph and Rebeca, 27 August 1684
* Anna Gorde, d. Joseph, 27 August 1682

* Anna Lyon, d. Thomas, 4 March 1682

* Anna Lyon, d. Thomas and Abigail, 28 April 1689
e Anna Heath, d. Isaac, Jr, 12 November 1681

* Anne Massey, d. John and Sarah, 11 October 1687

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Next Steps?

* Search Town Records and Proprietor Records in
Woodstock, Connecticut for more information
about John Massey/Marcy

e Search Probate Records in Connecticut for John
or Sarah

— Connecticut is organized by probate district (54
currently)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Review Strategies

* Understand historical and geographical context

* Motivations

* Knowing which records to use- who is in charge?
* Cluster research

e Stay organized!

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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