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Rhonda R. McClure

Notarial Records, Part I

Researching Your 
French-Canadian Ancestors

Meet the instructor

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Homework review
• What are notarial records?
• Steps to finding and using notarial records
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Homework Review

Homework 1

• What is the full name of Emmanuel LaCouture? 
François Emmanuel Baillon LaCouture

• Who are the godparents? 

Homework 1

• What is the full name of Emmanuel LaCouture?

• Who are the godparents? Augustin Richard and 
Louise Vell Sansoucy
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Homework 2
• What is Emmanuel’s full 

dit name? Emmanuel 
Baillon dit Lacouture

• Were both the fathers 
present at the marriage?

• What were their names?

Homework 2
• What is Emmanuel’s full 

dit name? 

• Were both the fathers 
present at the marriage? 
Yes

• What were their names?

Homework 2
• What is Emmanuel’s full 

dit name? 

• Were both the fathers 
present at the marriage?

• What were their names?
Cristophe Baillon
Lacouture and Joseph 
Migneault
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Notarial Records

Notarial Records
• Outside of the parish registers, the notarial records 

are one of the most useful records for genealogical 
research of French-Canadians.

• They include a wide assortment of records

• They may be either in French or English depending 
on the locality and the notary

Notarial Records
• If a legal agreement is necessary then it is likely 

that the notary is involved.

• A notary keeps charge of his records throughout 
his career.

• When he ceases to act as a notary, he turns his 
records over to the protonotaire of the local 
judicial district.
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Notarial Records
• Notarial records are arranged by notarial district 

and thereunder by the name of the notary

• Some indexes have sections arranged by notary’s 
name and by location

• In some instances a répertoire (index) of his 
papers may exist

• The répertoires are either chronological or 
alphabetical by type of record

Notarial Records
• Acte – any official 

document

• Arrêté de compte –
record of judgement

• Bail – lease (rent) on 
land or building

• Contrats de mariage –
marriage contracts

• Marché – business 
agreement

• Engagements – labor 
contracts

• Vente de terre – land sale

• Obligation – usually a 
loan or debt 

Notarial Records
• Testements – wills

• Pension – establishing 
room and board 
(usually for the elderly)

• Inventaires après décés –
inventories of the 
deceased person’s estate

• Partage – distributions 
to heirs of an estate

• Donations entre vifs –
“early wills”

• Tutelle et curatelle –
guardianship records
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Cushing’s Notarial Form Book
• Charles Cushing’s Notarial Form Book was 

published in 1887.

• It is a good resource for the different types of legal 
documents.

• Can assist those who aren’t fluent in French to 
know where names and dates might be in a 
handwritten document.

archive.org/details/cihm_06182

Cushing’s Notarial Form Book
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Cushing’s – Marriage Contract

Cushing’s - Will

Cushing’s - Will
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Cushing’s Lease

Cushing’s - Lease

QUESTIONS?
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Working in the Notarial Records

1. Identify the notary responsible for the location 
and time in question

2. Locate the répertoire for that notary if available

3. Locate the records for that notary

Step

Identify the notary

1

Laliberté’s Index des…Notaires
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Laliberté’s Index des…Notaires

https://numerique.banq.qc.ca/ressources/details/notaires

BAnQ Notaries
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/61062/

Step
Locate the répertoire

for that notary

2

Répertoires
• Répertoire is the term used for an index of the 

notaries records.

• Some of the répertoires are available on 
Ancestry.com

• Working with them online can require a bit of 
browsing, and it helps if you know the name of the 
notary.

31

32

33

Class 3: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



7/16/2022

12

Laliberté’s Index des…Notaires

https://numerique.banq.qc.ca/

BAnQ - Répertoires
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Répertoire – Gamelin Gaucher

Répertoire – Gamelin Gaucher

Step
Working in the 

Records
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Finding Your Record
• If there was a répertoire, then you should have an 

acte number along with the type of document and 
a date

• The microfilmed notarial records have a guide at 
the front and each page has an image number

• Remember that many of the microfilms that have 
been digitized on FamilySearch may not be 
searchable, but can be browsed

Index Page

Gaucher – Acte 2591 - Bail
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Gaucher – Acte 2591 - Bail

Gaucher – Acte 2591 - Bail

Gaucher – Acte 2604 – Contrat de Mariage
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Gaucher – Acte 2604 – Contrat de Mariage

familysearch.org/search/collection/1471015

FamilySearch
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FamilySearch

FamilySearch

QUESTIONS?
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Parchemin

Parchemin
• A computerized abstract of the documents of 

roughly 277 notaries

• Covers Québec from France’s colonization 
through December 31, 1801

• More than 500,000 documents

https://archiv-histo.com/
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Parchemin Notarial Database

Parchemin Notarial Database

Parchemin Notarial Database
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Parchemin Notarial Database

Parchemin Notarial Database

BAnQ
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BAnQ
• The Bibliothèque et Archives Nationales du 

Québec has a wonderful online portal to many of 
their notarial record holdings

• Extensive listing of notaries

• Many répertoires are digitized

• Some of the actual records are digitized

http://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/

BAnQ
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BAnQ

BAnQ

BAnQ

64

65

66

Class 3: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



7/16/2022

23

BAnQ

BAnQ

Tip
Look beyond the 

Notarial section of 
BAnQ
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https://advitam.banq.qc.ca/

Advitam Collection

Advitam Entry
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Advitam Entry

Pistard

Concession  d’une terre
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Applying the Process

Mariage Record

Laliberté’s Index des…Notaires

76

77

78

Class 3: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



7/16/2022

27

BAnQ

BAnQ

BAnQ
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BAnQ

LeNoblet du Plessis’ Répertoire

Duplessis’ Répertoire

Legal record: Mariage
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Duplessis’ Répertoire

Parties involved: Emmanuel LaCouture
and M. Julie Migneau

Duplessis’ Répertoire

No. of document: 
1987

Getting the Contract
• Per the BAnQ site Alexis-Carme Duplessi-

LeNoblet’s records are not presently digitized 
online.

• FamilySearch has his records online in digital 
format.

• NEHGS does not have this notary’s records on 
microfilm.

• May want to reach out to BAnQ for the actual 
record.
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https://www.familysearch.org/catalog

FamilySearch

FamilySearch
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FamilySearch

Mariage contract  

https://www.banq.qc.ca/services/services_reproduction/repro_photo/
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Photocopy Request Form

Receipt of Files

Marriage Contract
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Homework

Homework 1
• On 25 Jun 1858, the notary Louis-Michel Darveau

wrote two wills.

• Who were the wills for?

• What are the numbers 
of the actes?

Homework 2
• What district is the 

notary Louis-Michel 
Darveau in who wrote the 
two wills dated 1858?

• Are those actes available 
online at BAnQ?
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-your-french-canadian-ancestors-2022

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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