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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Class 1 homework review
• Drouin collection
• PRDH
• Genealogies
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Voice of 
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist
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Homework Review
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Homework 1

• When did Achille
Lebrecque arrive in the 
United States? 1887

• Who else came with him?
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Homework 1
• When did Achille

Lebrecque arrive in the 
United States? 

• Who else came with him? 
Augusta (wife), Corine
(dau), Arthur (son), and 
Alfred (son)
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Homework 2
• When was Achille Labrecque

born? 3 August 1858

• What is the unique notation 
on this naturalization?
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Homework 2
• When was Achille Labrecque

born?

• What is the unique notation 
on this naturalization? His son 
Alfred Napoleon Labrecque
had to repatriate in 1919.
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The LaCouture Families
• Armed with the 

information from 
the LaCouture
family, it’s time to 
turn to the church 
records
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Church Records
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Church Records
• Church records are one of the best resources when 

working in any time of Québec’s history

• In addition to the church registers, there are 
copies deposited with the civil archives, often 
referred to as:
– Duplicate copies
– Second copies
– Civil copies
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Denominations
• Largest religious group is the Roman Catholic 

Church

• The earliest parish registers exist for Notre-Dame 
de Québec, founded in 1621

• First Church of England (Anglican) was founded 
in Montréal in 1766

• Presbyterian records come next in 1770 in Québec 
City and in 1779 in Montréal
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Drouin
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Drouin
• Known by most as the “Drouin Collection,” it is a 

large collection of microfilmed, and now digitized, 
church records

• Named for the Institut Généalogique Drouin, that 
went around microfilming the registers originally
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Drouin
• Regions:
– Québec – covers the years 1621 to 1968
– Ontario – covers the years 1802 to 1967
– Acadia – covers the years 1757 to 1946
– United States – covers the years 1695 to 1954

• U.S. is those areas that are along the border

• Bulk of the records were microfilmed in the 1940s, 
so most dates end then 
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Drouin
• Registers could be recorded in French or English, 

depending on the locality and the denomination

• If in French, the marginal abbreviations will be:
– B – Baptême (Baptism)
– M – Mariage (Marriage)
– S – Sepulture (Burial)

Class 2: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



Baptême et Sépulture
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Ancestry.com
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Drouin Search
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Drouin – Search Results
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Drouin – Broader Search
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Drouin – Search Results
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Where is Alphonse?
• The following children were born to Emmanuel 

LaCouture and Marcelline Giard:
– 1854 – Marie Marcelline LaCouture
– 1855 – Michel LaCouture
– 1857 – Elzeard LaCouture
– 1859 – François LaCouture
– 1860 – Marie Angeline LaCouture
– 1862 – Marie Claire LaCouture
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Where is Alphonse?

• Alphonse claims to be born 18 April 1858

• François was born 19 April 1859
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1861 Canadian Census

Emmanuel Lacouture, age 32
Marceline Giard, age 25
Elvina Lacouture, age 7
Ephraim Lacouture, age 6
Elzier Lacouture, age 4
Alphonse Lacouture, age 2
Angeline Lacouture, age 1
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• 1854 – Marie Marcelline

• 1855 – Michel

• 1857 – Elzeard

• 1859 – François

• 1860 – Marie Angeline

• 1862 – Marie Claire

• 1854 – Elvina

• 1855 - Ephraim

• 1857 – Elzier

• 1859 – Alphonse

• 1860 - Angeline

1861 CensusBaptisms

Children of Emmanuel
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Drouin - Ancestry
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Marriage of Emmanuel LaCouture
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Marriage of Emmanuel LaCouture
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Marriage of Emmanuel LaCouture
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Indexes for Drouin Collection
• Drouin Marriage Index

• Loiselle Marriage Index

• Both of these indexes are to the Catholic 
marriages only.

• If you have access to them, they may offer a quick 
way of compiling family generations through 
marriages.
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Drouin Marriage Index

Boyer, Mélétime Pharand, Ignace Coteau du Lac
vve Legault, Jos. vf LeFebvre, Odile 14 Fév 1882

Boyer, Monique Brosseau, Louis LaPrairiew
Charles-Racine, Manique Jacques-Bruneau, Flav. 20 Fév 1860
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Loiselle Marriage Index
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Drouin - Ancestry
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Dit Names
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Marriage of Emmanuel Baillon LaCouture
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Tip
Once you have the 

parish, go page by page.
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QUESTIONS?
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PRDH
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PRDH
• The Université de Montréal’s Programme de 

Recherché en Démographie Historique

• Begun in 1960s, the purpose was to reconstruct 
the population of Québec from its beginnings as 
New France in the 1600s

• In the last year, a partnership with the Institut
Généalogique Drouin, it now includes records 
into the 1800s
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PRDH
• The mention of other names in a record make for 

a powerful search function

• You may need to look at the Drouin records until 
you have the family back to the before 1850

• The PRDH includes all Catholic certificates of 
baptism, marriage and burial for Québec as well as 
Protestant marriages for the province for the years 
1621-1849
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genealogie.umontreal.ca/en/LaBaseDeDonnees
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PRDH
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PRDH
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PRDH
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Guidance
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PRDH
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PRDH
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PRDH
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PRDH
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genealogiequebec.com

Class 2: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 52



PRDH
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Genealogie Quebec
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François Emmanuel Baillon LaCouture
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QUESTIONS?
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Genealogies
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Genealogies
• Because of the availability of church records, 

census and notarial records, there have been 
several genealogical dictionaries compiled:
– Cyprien Tanguay’s Dictionnaire Généalogique des 

Familles Canadiennes (3 volumes)
– René Jetté’s Dictionnaire Généalogique des Familles

du Québec; des Origines à 1730
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Tanguay
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Tanguay
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Tanguay
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Jetté
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Jetté
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Genealogies
• Remember that genealogies are compiled 

resources, and may have errors.

• Whenever possible it is best to look at the original 
records.
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Homework
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Homework 1

• What is the full name of Emmanuel LaCouture?

• Who are the godparents?
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Homework 2

• What is Emmanuel’s 
full dit name?

• Were both the fathers 
present at the marriage?

• What were their names?
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/researching-your-french-canadian-ancestors-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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