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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

Identifying Residence

* Identifying town and parish of residence are
essential to working with most records in
French-Canadian ancestry.

* If the family resides in the United States,
eventually you need the locality of origin in
Canada.

* There are some records that may assist you with
this piece to the puzzle.
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Records for Locality

 Census Records
— In the United States
— In Québec

* Immigration and Naturalization Records
* City Directories

* Voter Registration
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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

Work from Known to Unknown

e Effective French-
Canadian research
requires working from
the known to the
unknown.

* Armed with names, you
will be surprised what
you can do.

Pedigree Chart for
Arthur William LaCouture

William Joseph LaCouture

Alphonse LaCouture

Emmanuel LaCouture

bz Jul 1887 in Pepperell,

Middlesex, Massachusetts,

UsA
m: 21 Qct 1914 in Carthage,
Jefferson, New York, USA
d:

Arthur William LaCouture

b: 28 Oct 1919 in Boston,
Suffolk. Massachusetts, USA

Alice Margaret Fair

b:

m: 24 Oct 1881 in Pepperell
Middlesex, Massachusetts,
UsA

d:

Zoe Therrien

b:
m:
d:

Marcelline Giard

b:
d:

b
d:
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Census
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Understanding the Bor

. ONTARIO

™)
QUEBEC

(38

[113]

o

Pohenegamook

Saint-Pamphile
Sajnt-Just-de-Bretenjeres

Québec

aint-Aurelie
Armstrong

aburm S MATNE
"

T M MEW HAMPSHIRE
¥
HEN DR% L1y VERMONT
5
[30] . ey [147 W
T 31; e R <l el 87 Chartlén?‘
12 St e ;S5 122 - East Hereford
(10 %(.e iz Herefard Road
<> 143 e
&V, _~Stanh
= .oy, JLI0ps
.‘}Ev 'S¢ 4%6‘# )
| 3e] Jb"aa%’?a O g
| ST | 3%, 8 IR AP
| L5, ec'ol.? € ‘:‘:‘3.5@ -
ONTARIO #r;;%&%; Rig® 2
1 =, .
| Qy, %1?9"5@ Rl
Herdman #’5'?;;‘_,.-”’
138 ol
C‘ } Frenlc_lln Centre VERMONT
y_s - Jamieson's Line
Dundee Trout River MEW YORK
_.—-—-!—'_! L=

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

er



Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

Understanding the Border
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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

American Census

* Because of the close proximity of some states to
Québec, families often migrated back and forth

* Many families came to the United States for
employment

* They may have returned to Canada to give birth
to their children

* Census records help in showing where a family
resides at a given time and may offer insight into
Canadian origins
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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

State Census

e Some of the states that border Québec or have
seen many Québécois reside have kept state
censuses at some point:

— New York: 1855 to 1925, though not necessarily for
each county in each year

— Massachusetts: 1855 and 1865
— Rhode Island: 1865 to 1935

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

U.S. Federal Census

* U.S. Federal census begins in 1790 and is available
through 1950

e 1790-1840 known as “head of household”
enumerations

* 1850-1950 list everyone in the household

* 1880-1950 list relationships of individuals in the
household to the head of the household
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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

Canadian Census

 Provincial and Canadian national census records
exist

e 1792-1842: known as “head of household”
e 1871-1911: Canadian national censuses

e 1825, 1831, 1842: Québec (southern areas)
enumerated as part of Lower Canada

e 1851-1861: Same southern areas enumerated as
Canada East
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Canada English
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QUESTIONS?
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Immigration &

Naturalization
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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

Immigration & Naturalization

o Like census records, the amount of information
gathered about an immigrant varies as you go
back in time

* Border crossings from Canada to the U.S. were
not recorded until 1895

 Naturalization records may assist with a more
concrete age

* Relatives traveling later may supply you with
needed information

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

Naturalization Records

* Prior to 1906, any court in the country could be
used for naturalization

* The information requested varied by county and
by state

* The entire process could have been accomplished
in multiple locations

* Some indexes and digitized records do exist

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Naturalization

* The address of Alphonse LaCouture fits with where
his son was born

* (Canada is sometimes considered part of Great
Britain - they have the same monarch

=22l SO ]

LACOUTURE ALPHONSE
Address
11

Cr;gl‘%?oen: ﬁ)r vol: and page) c AEBRIDGE Title and location of court T,OWELL I4ASS
1246-VOL,3-MINOR SERIES SUPERIOR CT.MIDDLESEX CO
Country of birth or alleglance When born (or age)

April 18, 1858
I’J‘G:%‘l%'fort?fnarﬁaﬁnlﬁ S. Dge of naturallzation

Nov. 3, 1882

Names and addresses of witnesses

U. B. DEPARTMENT oF LABOR, Immigration m:i‘llutlon Bervice. Form No. 1-IFP. 14—3202
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at A ithi i ]

% vithin and for said County of Middlesex, on the
\lond'l) of CEF AD. 182

—.in sfnd Cmmt\ an .thn .m(l hu. W hlh. person, th.lt he was born
N 1] G’""-“ @x_- within the dominions of \éd(,%’l.
Queen 01 he mtul(]\mxrdom of Great Britain dnll Ireland, on or about the
day of’ C%? ,\ D, Iij,.md is now ...:2:..17{}’(4/7’3“\'0.1:» of age;
that he emferated from .7 .\nd arrived at / = é’//’f")’ in the
United States of America, on the_. . &.....day of QW/W JA.D.
VJ hun-r then a Itufl/)t“llll(lLl the age nt twenty-one years, to wit, of the age of
vears 3, that he€ has ever gince resided within the said United States,
thdt he now luldcs at . s ”M and he desires and it has been, for
three years last past, his bona-fide intention to become a citizen of the said United States,
and to renounce all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state and
sovercignty whatsoever, and particularly to Victoria, Queen as aforesaid. - Wherefore he
prays to be admitted by this Honorable Court to become a citizen of the said United
States, according to the laws in such cases made and provided.

: Fee

[:‘- CT. s RE
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‘ in s.u(l L011|1t\, md both citizens uws %s%uzca.
on o.lth sev u"lll\ depose and say, that we have known

the foregoing petitioner, for more than five years last past, (]mmg all which time he has-
resided within the United States of America, and at least one year thereof in said Com-
monwealth; that he has during that time behaved as a man of good moral character,
attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to

the good order and happiness of the same; that he arrived in, the said United States

while a minor aforesaid, and resided in said United States __ yecars before
he arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and we \cril\' believe it has been, for three
\uus past, hisgbona-fide intention to becgme a cifizen ptsthiz Unm.d St'ltc:.

Fllrnag //U'é;m»wvd /{&7/6/({/ JZ‘@(/’M / #
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Naturalization of Alphonse LaCouture
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‘(‘-’

Fommonwealth of - Massachuseits,-

\\J
MIDDLESEX, SS.

To the Honorable the Justices of the Superior COB'};MC”
vithin and for said County of Middlesex, on the >

............................. Ltz AD. 852

. A of

in s.zud Count\, an dllCl‘l and h‘u. white puson, thdt hc was born

Lin. C’-/‘/'—&CJCL/ ,,,,,,,,,,,,, within the dominions of \}Lt}&’l.
ritain and Ireland, on or about the

, and is now_ 7= ‘( S (/(4/7/:7 _yéars of age:

and arrived at e, f(’&‘fﬁ’ﬁ’- in the

......................... day of e W/Wé/, A. D.

i, Iy(j. bcmg then a mein F—-Ll_l]dc the age of twenty-one years, to wit, of the age of

..... . _.yearsythat he€ has ever gince resided within the said United States,
-------- o ﬁ By
that he now resides at 7~~~

*

: .and he desires and it has been, for
! three years last past, his bona-fide intention to chomc a citizen of the said United States,
and to renounce all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state and
sovercignty whatsoever, and particularly to Victoria, Queen as aforesaid. Wherefore he
prays to be admitted by this Honorable Court to become a citizen of the said United
States, according to the laws in such cases made and provided.

MIDDLESEX, bblA/}V i \3 e 18827 ¢ Sioned apd sworn:-to.
l- 4BV o Ly
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Naturalization of Alphonse LaCouture
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City Directories
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City Directories

* If your ancestor resided in a larger city, then it
may be necessary to turn your attention to city
directories to identify where he lived

* Especially true of where families were living in
Canada

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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PORTLAND DIRECTORY. 176

Leighton Seward P., Iaborer, Eastern promenade, foot Beckett
Leighton Wendall, clerk, 10 Quebec
%eighton Westley A., baker, 90 Oxford

VLTAAIE, 0oaras 04 7 Congress
Lester James, laborer, rear 8 Cove
Leveque Frank, hostler, 81 Brackett
Leveqne Meguil, plasterer, 99 Portland
Levin Henry, tailor, 94 Brackett

st AL ULLLLL LS

O T T T U S U T
Leonard Patrick, laborer, 834 East Walnut
Leonard Patrick, laborer, 54 Washington
Leonard Thomas, florist, 648 Congress, house 8 Briggs
Leopold John H., steam engineer, 5 Danforth ’
LeProhon E. P, physician and French Consul, 885 Congress,
house Ferry Village
LeProhon Edward M., civil engineer, 40 Oxford
LeP1;§>rl_1ﬁn Ernest, clerk with Emery & Furbish, boards Ferry
illage
Lermond %\lden F., bookkeeper at Merrill, Prince & Co.’s, 146
Middle, boards 5471 Congress
Lester James, laborer, rear 8 Cove
Leveque Frank, hostler, 81 Brackett
Leveqne Meguil, plasterer, 99 Portland
Levin Henry, tailor, 94 Brackett
Levy Joseph, merchant tailor, Federal, two doors from Temple
Lewis A. C. Mrs., 4 Sltzl:uce ;

iF wmaliu ATt Viasiacn coiEns ENON TP o

Portland, Maine - 1875

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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PORTLAND DIRECTORY. 3256

CHURCHES AND CLERGYMEN.

There are thirty-three places in the city. where regular services
are held as follows:

BAPTIST.

FrrsT BAPTIST, 353 Congress; Rev. Wm. H. Shailer, D. D.,
117 Pearl.

TrEE STREET BAPTIST, 86 Free; Rev. James Mc¢Whinnie, 122
State.

Freg WinL BAptist, Casco, corner of Cumberland; Rev.
Charles 8. Perkins, 411 Cumberland.

CATHOLXC.

[ACTLATE CONCEPTION, 190 Cumberland; Rt. Rev. James
Ai[nlgea,ley, Bishop, 307 Congress; Rev. Dennis M. Bradley, %{ev.
John B, Barray, Rev. Patrick F. Caffery, and Rev. John R. Pow-
ers, all at 307 Congress. -

St. DOMINICS, 78 State; Rev. Thomas H. Wallace and Rev.
Michael C. O’Brion, 161 Gray.

Portland, Maine - 1875
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QUESTIONS?
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Voter Registration
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Voter Registration

* If your ancestor naturalized in a time when
detailed information wasn't asked, voter
registration records may supply the critical place
of birth beyond a country

* At the very least, in order to vote, your ancestor
would have had to have naturalized and his
naturalization information will be listed in the
voter registration

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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L 2,
. (G TS e ﬁf%ﬂi“?
MJ%W DI ol o o

28 Oct 1921 Joseph Clement 108 West Broadway

o oy i Gt VN
g 2 i Lo fj/z‘/‘*‘% ét—ﬁmﬁé’,{a— |

R A
P e U fli ?@Wm Inse R FgLP2 £ T
s Zf r\% . 45% 177 Wi T oot

Residence in City: 18 yrs; Age 54 yrs; height 5°7”

Place of birth: Waterloo, P. Q. (Province of Quebec)

Occupation: Engineer, Homeopathic Hospital

Naturalization: Dist. Ct., Bristol Co., Fall Fiver, Mass., Nov. 10, 1896

Voter Registration — Boston 1921
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CYsS

Family name Given name or names S
- CLEMENT | JOSEPH

Address

680 No. Main St, Fall River

itle and location of

wwv R
VOL. IR. S 'V
; 5?&}§rbmwﬂlqlnm born (or age)

VINCE OF QUEBEC Jan, 6, 1867
ﬁ?f u?d portmof arrival In U.gi . Date of naturalization

Nov. 10, 1896

]
. Nameb and addresses of witnesses
U. B. DxraRTMENT OF LaBOR, Immigration m?’futkm Bervice. Form NQ. 1-IP.
LS .

Naturalization Index
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Bemmonwealth of Jifassachusetts.

BRISTOL SS.—To JOHN J. McDONOUGH, ESQUIRE, Justice of the Second District Court of

Bristol, i the City of Fall

j’d ufd’_}' ef

cighteen hundred and winety g 2/
;4 / 4 et ",M

RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS
,/_.

roer, tn the County of Bristol, on the

i the vear of ewr Lovd

. by ccenpation a

P -
-
7 / 7, an alien md free white pe _L\rwn now residing at No. & & ¢
%‘”au‘—jo-\ v
> - Street, in S & ‘"1‘4&“(«-.. , 1o said County
¢ Preaesr 4“ S
3

that he was born at %W in the g&nnlr\’ 2 " i
/)
M , or t.‘F{u’ { the ! lf
o on or abeul the —4—/;;6& day :/K’l"""‘" 4

/

Q ~~

A D.1867 . being now about =/
f E

3
# ;Iz‘ m 5 s ,.3
and .xmud at 7~ ""@ % in the United States of America, on er afont the

S~y
S —(Jé,y ay nt A. D. 18 ¥/ ; that on his said

arrival at United States of America h-. was & minor under the age of eighteen years, to wit, of

21 e~

. n

vears of age: that he emigrated from

the age vears; that for two vears last past it has been and still is his bona
fide intfntion to become a citizen of the United States of America, and to renounce all allegiance
and fidelity to every Foreign Prince, State, Potentate and Sovereignty whatsoever, especially
and in particnlar to VICTORIA, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

and Empress of India,

Naturalization Record
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rar 7 } Provincedb‘éz::&o_) District No. /4 /%440 Sous-Dist.riz%/ //Zéfa&%/ {"“‘-”7’

Recensement e 1571 ableau No. 1—Dénombrement des Viva Boossiesmont 26 1871,

i & —:-l-*; ﬂ:;ﬂl; h“'l'”_’ f M| ‘ ' ; : SR ] Tastruction. | Infirmités.
:ll'ai-nl- Noms. ( g.,.; Ages. | ﬂ".;.":.,'.f' ﬁ‘{:m Tieliglons. Orighes. Imrc-n-, occupations ou métiers. ‘{'Z: 'ii;?" e aﬁ;. a&‘ Dates de I'Enregistrement ¢ Remarques.

Nacirow| (P20 | W:;':_ fnha | hald- = | o, e | “mate ||AFE] de20 ;—"." o Ao asass
e - l___ ! 4= i e
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- J= 3 e - j%m ZL ¥ g — &Zéw’,l/ e l £z = R o T B S B Sy o 7 -
3 sl AN E 2 XL = 13 lreassmibog T bt hilah o 3 1 oo B o he
O 22 Do AK 0 % J? thw.o&nwu%;&y IO (PR R L G G o
" 20 glbloscect H0ll h. SC _| T ’5@7'”47‘7/% | Howpacs) Sressalio | - | Lol 10 ;

{ v b /&l i
| ] R 7 % &:14:‘9{_‘24 = ﬁ Vi g el B /,1_ o _? e | o
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" %aa-a., i ‘/T e < ; ¢ ¢ — - = A ey e = -_T ) o - ,3_
= //@%‘7»{21 S é‘ é “ “ = = S 1 TP PR | e "t S scop —— LR g
4 " "’/Mﬂl —%_' e o —_ — | o [ O | (R o !w
_ e d”au/‘rfr /fl‘m ﬁ(, | &yl ‘? 2 o /Ruwwét/t— é‘l. s l — == == [ B, o i
12 m@?/g,_ ré L 5] " By BTl L e
13 ’” M,%L‘(‘bjl 231 “ LY aasa ool o et Tallof o2 o 5
u ’ (/75194—('«, ' /9 — \2 N “ 67/ B - =~ = = ;‘-I-—- — | — i
15 A /" %fmﬂy /T - Q o e Ao ar o sk il e e B g 5
IJ i » / ﬂ(_ /ﬂ — Q . iy e —_ et 4] ey Al e 15“
17 I J%- frs C% " LA Lo f— —_— ) [ S — i"
18| ! 7 6/6 e z 4 — &, B — o 2| e | O e aiis
19 /’/uw ﬂ — /75 b EN TSR | DT O RIS o R S O SR L
o | Lre;f/&m/; zﬁm@ 4 Clttinis| Aveitia Pilnactiee| toutlirat iy — o o o
— —_— | F— _;._.:4_._.___. B — ] = | —

1871 Canadian Census - Waterloo
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Working with

Names
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A Rose Isn’t Always a Rose

* When it comes to the names of your French-
Canadian ancestors, there can be a number of
naming issues:

— Phonetical spelling of French-Canadian names by
Anglophones

— Direct, partial, & mistranslations of original French
names

— Americanization of French-Canadian names

— Variations of surnames as a result of Ditf names
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Name Variations

Québec Name American Name
 Le Blanc e White

e Roussel e Russell
 Therrien e Farmer

* Vien(s) * Cummings

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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équivalent

Lacouture

Lacouture

Lacouture

Lacouture

Lacouture

Lacouture

Lacoututre Caillé
Lacressonniére  Couture
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American-French Genealogical Society

Preserving Our French Canadian Heritage...Connecting Generations Since 1978

About AFGS v Services/Resources v Education v Online Store v Join or Renew Membership Online

Surname Variations

Download Surnames Excel Sheet

(Must have Excel or an Excel reader installed to view)

For those unfamiliar with “dit” names, the article below will explain what they are and why they are so important to understand when conducting French
Canadian genealogical research.

“dit” Names etc.
by
Rita Elise Plourde

https://afgs.org/site/surname-variations/
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Al ] Abair

Abair Hébert

Abancour Lacaille

Hébert

Ashland Hebert
Barbe Bear
Blain

Abiron

Haucron Larose
Trinque

Abrant Courville
Abraham

Ethier

Saint-Vincent

Asselin

Hachée

André Buron
Cochon

Hétu

Nadal St. Amour
Adams Larameé
Jouron

Jolibois
Dantagnac DelLantagnac
DeLantagnac

Lamoureux
L'Averty
Averty
Aucion

St. André

Laniel

Laguerre

Haguenier

Agueneau Hagueneau

Agnier Haguenier
Laguerre

Cadet

Laguerre

Crequi Crequy
Aide-Chéquy Chiquet

Ao . L

Sheet1 +

Variations Spreadsheet

Hébert
Beau

Desmarais

Catin

Laramée

DelLantagnac

Benoit

Desmarest

Hachin

Laramée

DeSt. Martin

Capel

Saint-André

Ledoux

Lantagnac

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Desjardins

St. André

Saint-Martin

Harel

St. Martin

Janrel
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Homework
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Homework 1

Tam
4 3 TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES,
3, e = 5
State . /MM ________ ’ o
mmﬂ,___w‘gf;%_ Eagi : SCHEDULE No. ]—POPULAT‘]ON | Swpervivers District Vo,

| Eusconeratian District

o e TR ST g I ez 1?/  When did Achille
- Lebrecque arrive
in the United States?

Have
FOEATION
aF each jrram whow w00
Pt il

sl |
N :

e Who else came
with him?
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Homework 2

rru

118

va

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

To the Honorable the Judyes of the Circuit Court of the United States
begun and Rolden at Boston, within and for the District of Massaclusotts.

4 ~ .
Respectfully represents. £, /?Zcm .2
residing at No. .. WO {!4.{;4/ Street, M’&:’/D 5
in snid District, oceupation” ,@ Cos o = _» an Alien and
a free white person; that he was born in n?O,(d»é o

on or about

' R :
the 4-,‘? 73 o du)'[?L, T ,u-dj in the year of our Lord eighteen
D Y i &£ L

rs of

7nd is now about s

hundred and ...

age ; that ho arfived at 4}"-“ A i in the District of
/ftj/\ 2 . iny the United States of Amorica, on or about the
i P day of /AR A0 in the year of our Lord cighteen hundred

being then o wminor under the ago of eighteen years ;

and

that it thén was, and still is, Lis bona fide intention to reside in and become a citizen

nce and fidelity to every

of the United States of America, and to re

foveign Prince, State, Potentate, and Sovercignty whatsoever — more especially to

Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

whose subject he has heretofore heen.

Andthe suid potitioue: furtler s - Lo prirmessag-checirtion
—ef—hin—intertion—to—bece T CEe o Said Uniled Slales, bejore the Honorable
o
onster— desrf— A B8

And the said petitioner further represents that he has ever since continued

to reside within the jurisdiction of the United Stafes; that he has never borne

any hereditary title, or heen of any of the orders of nobility ; that he is ready to
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign Prince, Potentate,

State or S

vereignty whatsoever; and particularly to Victoria, Queen of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Treland,

whose subject he has herctofore been 5 that he is attached to the prineiples of the -

Constitution of the United States of Amer
order and happiness of the

ATt - we—ertfrvtrei—trrtiT Tt TTiew—./

the {luited Stotes_ Llsp—etichmrri— T re—

Wherefore, your petitioner prays, that he may be admitted to become a
citizen of the said United St

in such case made "‘MMM

es of America, nccording to the forms of the statutes

émz,a lar

nd well disposed towards the good

-

hen was Achille
Labrecque born?

hat is the unique notation
on this naturalization?
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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