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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Using U.S. federal, state, and Canadian censuses
• Immigration and naturalization
• City directories and voter registration
• Working with names
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Voice of 
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist
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Identifying Residence
• Identifying town and parish of residence are 

essential to working with most records in 
French-Canadian ancestry.

• If the family resides in the United States, 
eventually you need the locality of origin in 
Canada.

• There are some records that may assist you with 
this piece to the puzzle.
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Records for Locality
• Census Records
– In the United States
– In Québec

• Immigration and Naturalization Records

• City Directories

• Voter Registration

Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



Work from Known to Unknown
• Effective French-

Canadian research 
requires working from 
the known to the 
unknown.

• Armed with names, you 
will be surprised what 
you can do.
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Census
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Understanding the Border
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Understanding the Border
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American Census
• Because of the close proximity of some states to 

Québec, families often migrated back and forth

• Many families came to the United States for 
employment

• They may have returned to Canada to give birth 
to their children

• Census records help in showing where a family 
resides at a given time and may offer insight into 
Canadian origins
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State Census
• Some of the states that border Québec or have 

seen many Québécois reside have kept state 
censuses at some point:
– New York: 1855 to 1925, though not necessarily for 

each county in each year
– Massachusetts: 1855 and 1865
– Rhode Island: 1865 to 1935
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U.S. Federal Census
• U.S. Federal census begins in 1790 and is available 

through 1950

• 1790-1840 known as “head of household” 
enumerations

• 1850-1950 list everyone in the household

• 1880-1950 list relationships of individuals in the 
household to the head of the household
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Canadian Census
• Provincial and Canadian national census records 

exist

• 1792-1842: known as “head of household”

• 1871-1911: Canadian national censuses

• 1825, 1831, 1842: Québec (southern areas) 
enumerated as part of Lower Canada

• 1851-1861: Same southern areas enumerated as 
Canada East
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1920 U.S. Census - Massachusetts
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1920 U.S. Census - Massachusetts

Canada English

Canada English
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1900 U.S. Census – New Hampshire

Canada Fr
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1891 Canadian Census
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1891 Canadian Census
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QUESTIONS?
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Immigration & 
Naturalization
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Immigration & Naturalization
• Like census records, the amount of information 

gathered about an immigrant varies as you go 
back in time

• Border crossings from Canada to the U.S. were 
not recorded until 1895

• Naturalization records may assist with a more 
concrete age

• Relatives traveling later may supply you with 
needed information
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Naturalization Records
• Prior to 1906, any court in the country could be 

used for naturalization

• The information requested varied by county and 
by state

• The entire process could have been accomplished 
in multiple locations

• Some indexes and digitized records do exist
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Naturalization
• The address of Alphonse LaCouture fits with where 

his son was born

• Canada is sometimes considered part of Great 
Britain – they have the same monarch
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Naturalization of Alphonse LaCouture
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Naturalization of Alphonse LaCouture
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City Directories

Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



City Directories
• If your ancestor resided in a larger city, then it 

may be necessary to turn your attention to city 
directories to identify where he lived

• Especially true of where families were living in 
Canada
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Portland, Maine - 1875
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Portland, Maine - 1875
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QUESTIONS?
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Voter Registration
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Voter Registration
• If your ancestor naturalized in a time when 

detailed information wasn’t asked, voter 
registration records may supply the critical place 
of birth beyond a country

• At the very least, in order to vote, your ancestor 
would have had to have naturalized and his 
naturalization information will be listed in the 
voter registration
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Voter Registration – Boston 1921

28 Oct 1921 Joseph Clement 108 West Broadway

Residence in City: 18 yrs; Age 54 yrs; height 5’7”
Place of birth: Waterloo, P. Q. (Province of Quebec)
Occupation: Engineer, Homeopathic Hospital
Naturalization: Dist. Ct., Bristol Co., Fall Fiver, Mass., Nov. 10, 1896
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Naturalization Index
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Naturalization Record
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1871 Canadian Census - Waterloo

Class 1: Researching French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



Working with 
Names
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A Rose Isn’t Always a Rose
• When it comes to the names of your French-

Canadian ancestors, there can be a number of 
naming issues:
– Phonetical spelling of French-Canadian names by 

Anglophones
– Direct, partial, & mistranslations of original French 

names
– Americanization of French-Canadian names
– Variations of surnames as a result of Dit names
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• Le Blanc

• Roussel

• Therrien

• Vien(s)

• White

• Russell

• Farmer

• Cummings

American NameQuébec Name

Name Variations
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Dit Names
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https://afgs.org/site/surname-variations/
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Variations Spreadsheet
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Tip
Names of witnesses 

and godparents could 
be important
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Homework
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Homework 1

• When did Achille
Lebrecque arrive 
in the United States?

• Who else came 
with him?
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Homework 2

• When was Achille
Labrecque born?

• What is the unique notation 
on this naturalization?
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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