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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Class 3 homework review
• Review of terms
• Understanding the handwriting
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Voice of 
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist
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Homework Review
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Homework 1
• On 25 Jun 1858, the notary Louis-Michel Darveau

wrote two wills.

• Who were the wills for? Monsieur Joseph Falardeau
and Madame Virginie Cantin (wife of Joseph 
Falardeau)

• What are the numbers 
of the actes? 
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• On 25 Jun 1858, the notary Louis-Michel Darveau
wrote two wills.

• Who were the wills for? 

• What are the numbers 
of the actes? Actes
number 76 and 77

Homework 1
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Homework 2
• What district is the 

notary Louis-Michel 
Darveau in who wrote the 
two wills dated 1858? 
Québec

• Are those actes available 
online at BAnQ?

Class 4: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 8



Homework 2
• What district is the notary Louis-Michel Darveau in 

who wrote the two wills dated 1858? 

• Are those actes available online at BAnQ? Yes – in the 
BAnQ viewer it shows 1,632 pages of Actes
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Notarial Records
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Notarial Records
• Acte – any official 

document

• Arrêté de compte –
record of judgement

• Bail – lease (rent) on 
land or building

• Contrats de mariage –
marriage contracts

• Marché – business 
agreement

• Engagements – labor 
contracts

• Vente de terre – land sale

• Obligation – usually a 
loan or debt 
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Notarial Records
• Testements – wills

• Pension – establishing 
room and board 
(usually for the elderly)

• Inventaires après décés –
inventories of the 
deceased person’s estate

• Partage – distributions 
to heirs of an estate

• Donations entre vifs –
“early wills”

• Tutelle et curatelle –
guardianship records
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http://www.banq.qc.ca/services/services_reproduction/repro_photo/index.html
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Records from BAnQ
• Once paid for you will 

receive either a PDF 
attachment to an email or a 
link to download a larger file.

• Of course, then the hard part 
begins—reading the record.
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Marriage Contract

Emmanuelle LaCouture, 
boy, farmer, of the parish of 
St. Ours, age 24 years, stipulating
for himself and on behalf of the party of the first part
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Marriage Contract

Joseph Migneaux, farmer of 
the said parish of St. Ours, stipulating for
Marie Julie Migneaux his daughter abiding
with him aged 18 years has represented
and consented of the second part
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Marriage Contract

one sideboard, one cow, two mother
sheep, one spinning wheel, one table, one
cooking pot, six plates, six spoons and six
forks , one mother turkey, three pieces
of furniture and other rights
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Understanding the 
Writing
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Handwriting
• In addition to likely being in French, the 

handwriting will vary from notary to notary and 
from century to century

• Marcel Lafortune’s Initiation à la Paléographie
Franco-Canadienne… is a great way to learn the 
various writing styles.

• The French Record Extraction Guide at BYU’s 
Center for Family History & Genealogy is another 
good resource for writing examples.
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Lafortune’s Initiation…
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Lafortune’s Initiation…

Class 4: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



script.byu.edu/Pages/the-french-documents-pages/fr-techniques-and-tools(english)
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Guide from BYU
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Example from Guide
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QUESTIONS?
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Understanding the Writing
• If possible, it is best to work with newer records 

first so that you can familiarize yourself with the 
legal wording.

• Work with marriage contracts first because you 
will have names from the marriage record to work 
with.

• If that is not possible, then you may want to reach 
out to fellow genealogists or locate a French 
paleography group to assist you.
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1855 Marriage Contract
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Tip
Consider numbering 

the lines
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Numbered Lines
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Understanding the Writing
• You are likely going to need to go through the 

document more than once.

• Possible steps:
– Step 1 – Look for names you expect to find
– Step 2 – Look for common phrases
– Step 3 – Look for words that have letters you 

recognize
– Step 4 – Look at what is missing, can you make 

sentences?
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Step

Look for names

1
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Step
Look for common 

phrases

2
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Step
Look for words with 

letters you recognize

3
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Step
Enough words to 
make a sentence?

4
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Tip
Take a break and step 

away
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Marriage Contract
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Marriage Contract
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Marriage Contract
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Marriage Contract
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Marriage Contract
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Marriage Contract
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• Once you have completed 
one of these marriage 
contracts you can use it as a 
guide for future contracts.

• This particular example is 
actually 6 pages in length.

Full transcription
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translate.google.com
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translate.google.com
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Old School Resources 
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translate.google.com
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QUESTIONS?
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Identifying Additional Names
• The marriage contract often had many family 

members mentioned.

• It was the “big event” within the family.

• Some of the names though may also be in the 
marriage record, which would have been written 
by a different person.
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Marriage Contract
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Marriage Contract
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Using other records 
by a notary
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Using other records
• If you can find examples of a particular notary in 

which there is a corresponding transcription, this 
can assist you in getting familiar with the 
handwriting.

• Some of these may be in Lafortune’s Initiation à la 
paléographie franco-canadienne

• Some may be ordered at La Société généalogique
canadienne-française (www.sgcf.com)
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Lafortune’s Initiation…
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Lafortune’s Initiation…

Class 4: Researching Your French-Canadian Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 59



Working with Basset record
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Working with Basset record
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Tip
Do not try to translate 

until you have fully 
transcribed.
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www.sgcf.com
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SGCF.com
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SGCF.com
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Transcribed Notarial Acts
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Parchemin
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Parchemin & SGCF.com FIle
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SGCF.com
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Untranscribed Notarial Acts
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SGCF.com
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Request Form

Transcribed Acts

Acts to be transcribed
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Basset Vente de Terre Transcript
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/researching-your-french-canadian-ancestors-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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