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Homework Review

Research Question Records Needed to Repository
Answer

Steps for Researching Your Family

o |dentify what you know

¢ Decide what you want to learn (Research goal)

® Research!

e |dentify and locate your sources J

¢ Analyze

CKEKL
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Step #1- Write down
known facts

)

Step #2- Look for
missing information

v

Step #3- Locate and
identify sources

v

Step #4- Research!

)

t——— Step #5- Analyze

This Class - Focus on

Step 4: Research!

Step 4: Research!

* Is more than “searching”

* What: Make a plan to begin answering your
questions

* Where: Online and other repositories

* How: General principles
— Consult multiple sources

— Gather as many records as possible about a family
or individual that you can find

— Track your work! (Research log)
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What: Researching
Planning

7/12/2022

Make a Plan

« Whatdoyou| |« Whatdo you
want to already
learn? (Goal) know?

« Do your
background
homework

Step 3 G

« Create your « Execute and
plan fine tune
your plan

11

Step 1: Creating Good Research
Questions

* Make the question specific, answerable, realistic,
timely

* Include name, place and date in the question

* Focus on genealogical questions, e.g.:
— Identity
— Kinship
— Events

* Focusona person

12
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Sample Question

* Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris who
married Martin Powell in Manchester Vermont in
17782

* Name (s)
* Place

* Date

7/12/2022

13

Research Plan Template

* Research subject Research Plan Tem,

v Research question

* What is known about the
question (and how it is
known)

* Record dates - for reference

* Working hypotheses

* Which records will I need

* Search strategy

14

Step 2: What Do You Already Know?
* About Subject
— Identify the Where and the When for your subject
* Helpful to list vital events — with place
* Name of spouse(s)
* Names and dob(s) for children

¢ About the Question
— Not just what you know, but HOW you know it
— Focus on what is relevant to the Research Question

15
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What is Known About Subject?

Name: Birth and place: Marriage and place: Death and
Name of spouse: place:
Elizabeth Harris Ca 1738, place unknown 1 Mar 1778, Unknown

Manchester, Vermont
Martin Powell

Names and birthdates of children:
Silas b. ca 1779 — Manchester, VT

Electa b. ca 1781 — Manchester, VT
Sarah b. ca 1782 — Manchester, VT

Additional Information

16

What is Known About
the Question?

Research Question:
Who are the parents of Elizabeth Harris?

What Is Known About the Question?

Fact Source of Fact:

Her husband, Martin Powell was born in Find a Grave

Amenia, NY

Martin’s first wife was Rhoda Thompson Vermont Vital Records

who died in 1777 in Manchester, VT

Rhoda may have married Martin in Amenia, | Ancestry tree
NY

17

Research Plan Template

v Research subject

* Research question

v What is known about the
question (and how it is
known)

* Record dates - for reference

* Working hypotheses
*  Which records will I need

* Search strategy

18
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7/12/2022
Step 3: Background Homework
¢ Learn about the place and
; time
- * Learn about the
' geography (get a map)
=+ What do we think
happened? (Hypothesis)
* Which records are most
likely to have the answer?
* Where are those records?
Which repositories?
19
Learning About a Place
* Date community was founded
* Dates of earliest records
* Any record loss issues
20
s FamilySearch Research Wiki .
w— |
=3 L)
21
7
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o ®
Dutehess County, New York Genealogy
.
o
Dutchess County, NY Wiki
Bennington County, Vermont Record Dates | ed| et souce ]
Known Beginning Dates for Major County Records
Girtht | Marriage | Death* | coun |  tend | Probate | cemsus
[ town creation|at town creation|ot town creaton] _1ee1 | i7ez | s | 0
“Statewide registration for births and deaths began in 1857. General compliance year is unknown.

ton County, Vermont
Comtents [hea] g Y,
1 Description Map
2 ¥, Vermont Record Dates

Record Loss [edt | eci

Facts
There is no knewn history of courthouse disasters in this county.
Founded February 11,

Bennington

County
at

Bennington County, VT

23

Dutchess County New York Historical Facts | eatsourcs |

Description | eonestsouce

The County was named for Mary of Modena, Duchess of York - the term Dutchess is an archaic form of the word duchess. The

Dutchess County, New York Record Dates [ect et

urce

Known Beginning Dates for Major County Records'™ |
winh* | morrioge | Death: | court | tand | probate | censws |
oo | wos | e [ wm | vws | wm [ wem |
STateride regraton or DR $nd Geaths ST 0 1680 General cOmPIaNCE T Bl | puucchess County, New York

Mop

Contents [ns
1 Dutchess County New York Historical Facts
1

1.2 Dutchess County, New York Record Dates

Location in the stata of New York,

1.7 Populated Places
= Tt _ o United States

nealogy

A

Record Loss 1ost st

Location of Hew York in the U.S.

Facts.

Dutchess County, NY Founded 1683

County Seat Foughksspsie

24
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Record Dates

Record
Place Formed | Birth | Marriage | Death Court land | Probate | Census | Loss

. None
Bennington, 1779 at town | at tOYvH at tD\.Nn 1861 1782 1778 1790
creation | creation | creation

None
Dutchess, NY | 1663 1880 1908 1880 1730 1718 1752 1663

Dates in template

7/12/2022

25

Hypothesis Example

1. Elizabeth Harris was a widow in Manchester, Vermont, when she
married Martin Powell in 1778
2. Elizabeth Harris was a spinster when she married Martin Powell

26

Research Plan Template

* Research subject Research Plan Template

* Research question

* What is known about the
question (and how it is
known)

v" Record dates - for reference
v Working hypotheses
*  Which records will I need

* Search strategy

27
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Skills, July 2022

Which Records (Basic)

h Records Will | Need?

7/12/2022

Record Purpose Source/Repository

Marriage records of Manchester First marriage of | FamilySearch.org,

Vermont Elizabeth Harris | AmericanAncestors.org or

Ancestry.com

Vital records of Amenia, NY First marriage or |[FamilySearch.org,
any mention of  |AmericanAncestors.org or Ancestry.com
Harris family

Town history of Manchester, VT Any mention of  |HathiTrust.org or local historical society
the Harris family

28

h Records Will | Need

Record Purpose

Which Records (Advanced)

Source/Repository

Card index to vital statistics in the First marriage of
early land and town records books, | Elizabeth Harris

https://www.familysearch.org/search/
catalog/664510?availability=Family%2

Harris family

Vermont OHistory%20Library
Vital records, 1749-1786 of Amenia, | First marriage or |https://ww i h.org/search/ca|
NY any mention of  [talog/380341?availability: ily%20His

tory%20Library

John S. Pettibone, “Early History of | Any mention of
Manchester,” Proceedings of the the Harris family
Vermont Historical Society 1930 Vol
1(4), page 158

https://ver istory.org/journal/misc

[EarlyHistoryOfManchester.pdf

29

* Research subject

* Research question

* What is known about the
question (and how it is
known)

* Record dates - for reference

* Working hypotheses

v Which records will I need

v’ Search strategy

Research Plan Template

Research Plan Template

30
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Put it Together

v’ Research SllbjCCt Research Plan Template

v Research question

v What is known about the
question (and how it is
own)

v' Record dates - for reference
¥" Working hypotheses
v Which records will I need

v Search strategy

31

7/12/2022

Keep a Research Log

* Keeps track of what you have
searched and what you have
found

— Write down search strings
* Prevents rework
* Record negative findings
« Cites sources

* Can be a roadmap for the
research process

32

Research Log

Repository: Date:

Source Information Objective Results

33

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

11



Class 2: Building Your Genealogical Skills, July 2022

7/12/2022

What to Fill In Before Viewing a Record

 Person/Place/Event focus of search

¢ Date

.

Source/Repository - e.g. Ancestry: 1870 census —
New Albany, Indiana

* Call Number (if any)

* Objective - write the person or event you seek for

each search so you will later know whether you need
to search the same source again for a different person
or event.

34

£ American Ancestors

Person Research Log
Repository: Elizabeth Harris Date:

mber | Objective Results
URL o

T
First marriage of Elizabeth Harris Nuil

S

T
Frst mamage o

S

Bingo - “Esquire Powel's second wife was the widow of Joseph Harris and sister
to Isaac Whelpley. Captain Isaac Burton married her daughter, Rachel Harris.”

Research Log in Process

35

Where: Repositories
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Types of Repositories

Brick and Mortar Online

A2

37

Selected Types
of Brick-and-Mortar Repositories

Your house! Libraries

Federal and State * College or University
Archives Archives

Town or City Halls ~ * Lineage Societies

Local Historical * Genealogical Societies
Societies

* Regional Museums

Public or Private

38

Online Repositories

* “Big 3” general genealogy websites
— Ancestry.com ($)

— FamilySearch.org (free)
— AmericanAncestors.org ($, guest option) m
* Location-specific websites

— Archives of a particular state, county, or city, e.g.,
Washington State Digital Archives, Missouri Digital
Heritage, Baton Rouge Digital Archive

— Also applies to other countries, e.g., IrishGenealogy.ie

* Record-specific websites
— Fold3.com (military records)

39

13
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QUESTIONS?

7/12/2022

Repositories

Session #2 Roadmap

s Researching - How
Research Planning

Efficient Web
Searching

Finding Aids

Research
Findings
Files

Summary

41

American Ancestors
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Events Membership Give Sigrature Projects  Genters & indiatives

7/12/2022

View All News —»

Searching the Databases

43

3 American Ancestors. [T o |
Search Events Membership Give Publications  BipwtWelp  Took  SgnitiseProjects  Conters 8 Intiatiws
Search All Databases Saved Searches.

Name Exact Search Soundex _

” - Comment or Question

vears Record Type

Location & exact tocaten Keywords

Database Type

® Mldutabuses G Favortes O Free

Category

Reset Search

https://americanancestors.org/database-search-advanced-search

44

History, Heetage & Culture

Events Membership Give Publications  ExperiHelp Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & nitiatives

Go to Search

What content sources can |
ch?

Library Catalog

Digital Library

Jewish Heritage Center

View All News —

Searching the Databases

45
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E7 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership ~Give

.
.
.
a
a
a
.
e =
.
.
.
a
a
a
.
.

s o o0 0P oo P ps

7/12/2022

Browse Databases

46

£ 2 American Ancestors. u i rcon | (TR =
Albany County, New York: First Settlers, 1630-1800 <

®pown

KEY 70 THE NAMES OF PERSONS

n the @acly Duth Ree

Clicking on Camera Icon

47

Family Search
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YramiySearch Famiy Tree  Search Memories Indexing  Activiies ® sevm

CREATE ACCOUNT

Find your family.

Discover yourself.

Bring to life your family’s history by
exploring the lives of those that came
before you.

Get Started

Start discovering your
family story

ng Family Se

49

[
{FamilySearch  Family Tree (Search] Memories Indexing ~ Activities ® snIn CR[AT[ACCOUNT‘

Records

Images

Family Tree

Genealogies

Find your fan
Discover you

Catalog

Books.

Bring to life your family’s h
exploring the lives of thogf
before you.

Gt Started

Start discoverina vour

mily Sear

50

Wiki Search Page

51

17
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Poland Genealogy

+ Vermont, United States Genealogy

7/12/2022

Wiki Page

52

&
{FamilySearch  Family Tree (Search] Memories Indexing ~ Activities ® snIn CREATEACCOUN"

Records

Images
Family Tree
. Geneslogies
Find your fap
. Catalog
Discover yo¥u
Eag
Bring to life your family’s h

exploring the lives of those %€/ Wiki

before you.

Gt Started

Search Historical Records

Records create a paper trail for your ancestors and can lead you to important details
about thelr life. Enter a 'll look for it in birth certifi
registrations, census records, and other official documents

Q searcH MORE OPTIONS

https://www.familysearc

54
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{Family

Records

Search  Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing  Activities
Images FamiyTree  Genealogies | Catalog Books  Wiki

FamilySearch Catalog
Search the catalog of genealogical materials (inclucing books, online

@ sionin | create account

materials, microfilm,

microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and

centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:
Place | Sumames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords
Place

Other Catalogs to
Consider:

United States, Maine, Androscoggin, Auburr{

E—

Search for:
Call Number | Film/Fiche/Image Group Number (DGS)
Availability

Online.

Family History Center

WorldCat s the world's
largest network of library
content and services
WorldCat libraries are
dedicated to providing

o their resources on
the web, where most
people start their search for

information.

=
B ArchiveGrid
[

ArchiveGiid is a collartinn

Using the Family Search Catalog

7/12/2022

55

Ima

Famiy Tree Search Memories Indexing  Activiies ® B84 a4

ges  FamiyTree  Genealogies |Catalog  Books Wik
Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine your search v ® pRINT [B) Catalog Print List (0)
Search by: Notes -
place Part of Minot in 1842; incorporated as ity in 1369; annexed town of Danvillein 1867.
United States, Maine, Andro: Part of United States, Maine, Androscoggin
United Aubum - Cemeteries ( 2
- Church records PrnLCEE

United States,
Search for:
Call Number
Fim/Fiche Number

Auburn - Court

Directories
Aubum - Genealogy
Aubum -

Auburn - Miltary records (2
~Notursization and cizenship (1

Availability

b - Vit recorde

ToTreearde Traee T

Town of Auburn, formerly Danville, Maine at FamilySea

rch

56

United States, Maine, Androscoggin, Auburn - Town records ( 1)

Account book of Treasurers of Auburn (then Pejepscot and Add
Danville) from 1802-1858
Author:  Danville (Maine). Town Treasurer; Pejepscot

(Maine). Town Treasurer

United States, Maine, Androscoggin, Auburn - Vital records ( 4 )

Old Danville journal Add
Pejepscot, Maine, vital records Add
Records of births, marriages, and deaths, ca. 1751-1867 Add
(Auburn, Maine)

Author:  Danville (Maine). Town Clerk
Vital records, 1838-1896 (Auburn, Maine) Add
Author:  Auburn (Maine). Town Clerk

United States, Maine, Androscoggin, Auburn - Vital records - Indexes ( 2)

Clicking on a Heading

57
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CBACK TO SEARCH RESULTS.

Records of births, marriages, and deaths, ca. 1751-1867 (Auburn,

Maine)
pe Danvile (Maine). Town Clerk (Main Author)

Manuscript/Manuscrpt on Fim

engi

Salt Lake City, Utah : Fimed by the Genealogica
Society of Utsh, 1956

eyl an 2 microfim reelz ; 35 o,

Notes

Mirareproduct hal, Aubern, Maine,

i of original records in the

fy of Auburn in 1567,

Befors 1818 Danville s known 32 Pejel

Indexes are found within some valumes,

View the ord in WordCat for other poss

Subjects
Locality Subjects
United s

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location
Records of births, marriages, deaths arranged by famiy, 1751-1634; marrisges  Family History
1804-1024; intentions of marriage 1602-1935 Library
Recore arrisges, desths arranged by family, 1757-1650, marrisges  Family History
1616-1850; marmisges and marmage ntentions 28371367 Lirary

'@ PRINT 5 Catalog Print List (0)

Collection/shelf i

United States & Canada 20
e States & Conade 2 ‘5;5:4: ae
<& Canads 20d

s 75 Q @

United st
Floor Fim

Clicking on a Listing

o6s

e |

Format

7/12/2022

58

Records

mages FamilyTree Geneslogies Catalog  Books  Wiki

Fim = 007595342

Clicking the Camera

“ ey
1023

S el Fleei
N -

Davins
I/

N Noses  May g ) Jiilleam
2 ey, 7ty

2

2
e |
o

s o
| Tays?sz

ey ot
Phitimon 830"

o

Clicking on an Image

.,
ST

N

4
“

%
7

.
7l

H
v
/4

i

Yed 1. 15%:
L

iiar

By /003

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

20



Class 2: Building Your Genealogical Skills, July 2022

7/12/2022

FamilySearch
Database Searching

Spelling DOES NOT
count — Sound does

Unique Family Search Features

* Alternative names

* Search with relationship

* Search by more than one collection

* Export results to Excel

63

21
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Wildcards

* Symbols used to replace or represent one or more
characters

* ?2=1 character
* *=1 or more character

* Ex. To search for “Lawthers", you can use some of the
following variations:

7/12/2022

— L*w*s
— L*w*r*
— Lewthers

64

§ xch  Family Tree

Records  Images  Family Tree

New Hampshire

Search Memories Indexing  Activities

Genealogies  Catalog  Books  Wiki

QUSEARCH |  MORE OPTIONS

First Names Last Names
Walter Mazdzer

®@ 8 4 A

Search Historical Records

Records create a paper trail for your ancestors and can lead you to important details about their

life. Enter a name, and we'llflook for it in birth certificates, marriage registrations, census
records, and other official documents.

BASIC SEARCH

65

1§

Filter Resi{
Collection  Sex  Race
Death  Other  Residence
Name

Walter Arthur Major
principal

New Hampshire Deaths and
Burials, 1784-1949

Walter L Major
Principal

United States Social Security
Death Index

Results Page — Name, Birth, Residence

e

Records Images FamilyTree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

25 PREFERENCES

Bith  Marriage

Events and Relationships
Birth 1672

Death 19 October 1946
Hinsdale, Cheshire, New Hampshire, United
States

Father Marcellus Major
Mother Delphine Domony

Spouse Melvina Depathic

Birth 26 October 1931

Death 15 July 2000
Hillsborough, New Hampshire, United States

Mazdzer

Add Life Event
4 Bith  + Marriage -+ Residence

+ Death

Place

New Hampshire

Q searc S

66
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A3

Records  Images  Family Tree

Filter Results (1,392)
Collection Sex | Race
Death | Other | Residence
Name

Walter Arthur Major

principal

New Hampshire Deaths and
Burials, 1784-1949

Walter L Major
Principal

United States Social Security
Death Index

@B 4=

Genealogies  Catalog  Books  Wiki

=5 PREFERENC
Bith  Marriage

Events and Relationships
Birth 1572
Death 19 October 1946

Hinsdale, Cheshire, New Hampshire, United
States

Father Marcellus Major
Mother Delphine Domony

Spouse Melvina Depathic

Birth 26 October 1931

Death 15 July 2000
Hillsborough, New Hampshire, United States

Advanced Search

Add Ancestor Information

+ Altemate Name + Sex

Ahernate Last Name

Masten

<foR's NAME

Walter

Mazdzer

Add Life Event

67

§

15,089)

ex | Race

Name

Walter Arthur Major
principal

New Hampshire Deaths and
Buriais, 1784-1949

Walter A Major
principal
United States Census, 1930

@82

Records  Images Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

%5 PREFERENCES
Bith | Marriage

Death Other | | Residence

Events and Relationships
Birth 1872
Death 19 October 1946

Hinsdale, Cheshire, New Hampshire, United

Father Marcellus Major
Mother Delphine Domony

Spouse Melvina Depathie

Birth 1672
New York, United States.

Census 1930

Hinsdale, Cheshire, New Hampshire, United
States

Advanced Search

Add Ancestor Information

+ Aternate Name =+ Sex

Aterate Last Name

Masten

REMOVE ANCESTOR'S NAME

Walter

Last Names.

Mazdzer

REMOVE A

TOR'S NAME

Add Life Event

[T | reser

Alternative Name Results Page

68

Records  Images  Family Tre

Filter Results (15,089)

Collection ' | Sex | Race

Name

Walter Arthur Major
principal

New Hampshire Deaths and
Burials, 1784-1949

Walter A Major
Principal

United States Census, 1930

@B 4=

e Geneslogies Catalog Books WIKI

25 PREFERENCES

Bith | Marriage

Death | Other = | Residence

Events and Relationships
Birth 1872

Death 19 October 1946

i

Hinsdale, Cheshire, New Hampshire, United
States

Father Marcellus Major
Mother Delphine Domony

Spouse Melvina Depathic

Birth 1572
New York, United States

Census 1930
Hinsdale, Chest
States

e, New Hampshire, United

€ Migration & Naturalization
 1o40-2003

Unied Sttes Passport Applications, 1795-
8] 1925

New Hampshire, County Naturalzation
Records, 1771-2001

() Vermont, . Albans Canadan Border
o 1895-1954

() Lovistana, New Orleans Pussenger Lists, 1820

() Pennsyiani, Phiadelphia passenger st
1883-1945
g nger and Crew List of Alrplanes,

19311964
(£ Urited States, Borer Crossing fom Canada
to United States, 1894-1954

Ships’ Passenger

(1) Hawal,Colletor o Cus

() Massachustt, Baston Passenger Lists, 1820

1891
Callornia, Los Angeles Passenger Lists, 1907
a] 1948
(0] Massachusetts, Boston, Crew Lists, 1811-1921
Mascachusetta Tndox tn Raston Dassonner
APPLY COLLECTION FILTER

Filtering by Collection

69
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®®4 =
Records Images family Ties  Genealogies Catalog  Books Wikl
45
Filter Results (18)
 Collection: Mgration & Hat
+ Colection: Msgraton & Hot
Collection  Sex  Race  Buth  Other
Masten
Name Events and Relationships

Birth 5

Mazdzer
B
® B .

7/12/2022

Always look at the
original

B
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
PETITION FOR CITIZENSHIP Ko
ot - SUPETAOL ... Cortof NEX. Hompshir, < Nashna

dzer,
G1lman St. Nashua, N .He @ oo
Paland 5,189

i tobacorne it o he Dlte tates o > SR
Ney_Hompshire o Noshua
a Antonina Mozdzer
e 11y, 6, 1019 :_Nashuz, New Hampshire. B
Poland Octaober 15, 1898

lay 29, 1014

e, e HAmpShiT

Thave £ ciiren, and the came, date,
ohn_born_Sepk. 28 21;
rn.end reside at. Nashua, N.Ha..

0 T
vard born Dec. 8, 1927; both ko

a1y
. undec tname ... Bl 21 aw_HOSher.
a__ Russia

o o A3

wnes M2y 19,1819
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7/12/2022

Export search results
into Excel

Q x
I
e
© Dota Sheet
Face’ Cpirin (oth
Lan
Name Coltection Birthpate i
Walter Magher United Sttes Carsus, 1686 bol || Export Search Results
1940 O xis Numbs
O xsx 100 ~
1894 Pol Sy
O 1sv
O ons
Walter Maste: L L LXPORT RLSULTS
ol
srnciat
Mazdzer or Masten; New Hampshire or Vermont or New York

Sample Search Result Export
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Ancestry

Power Searching at Ancestry

* Use wildcards

* Filter by database type (Categories on Ancestry)

» Use sliders

* Use the card catalog

77

All results for Michael D*Herty

e 2 - e Micha

Ancestry Results for Michael D*herty, born PEI

78
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All results for Michael D*Herty

Using Sliders to Focus Search

7/12/2022

Search s ¢ ... [Sp—

79

# All Immigration & Emigration results for Michael D*Herty
Search itters " . Becorts Categories

® i e Mihast Deberty

)

Filter on Categories
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Pre-Examination Manifest for Michael Doherty
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Tip
Don’t Forget the Card
Catalog

Card Catalo;

Searchable listing of all record collections

DDD DDDOD

DDPDODO

Using the Card Catalog

83

Other Research Aids

28
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Finding Aids

* Genealogist’s Handbook for New England
Research

* New York Family History Research Guide and
Gazetteer

* County and town histories

85

Digital Book Sources

* https://www.hathitrust.org/
* https://books.google.com/

* https://archive.org/index.php

* https://openlibrary.org/
* https://books.familysearch.org

* http://library.si.edu/digital-library

86

QUESTIONS?
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Session #2 Roadmap

Research Planning

- Organizing
Repositories Efficient Web

Searching Research
Finding Aids Findings

Files

Summary

88

KIS: Rule #1 for Organizing

* KIS - “Keep it simple”

— Make it easy to do the right thing

* Organizing Your
— Research Process

— Findings
— Files

— Summary

89

Organizing Your

Research Process
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Reminder - Use the Basic Tools!

* Research Plan

* Research Log

91

Tasks Lists and To-Dos

* Suggestion 1: Keep a dedicated research notebook

Suggestion 2: Use a word processing program,

spreadsheet or database program

* Suggestion 3: Use your genealogy software

programss task lists, etc.

92

Evernote or OneNote

* Note: A single item stored in Evernote or OneNote
software

* Notebook:

— Evernote - a collection of notes, stacks of notebooks
— OneNote - a collection of sections, pages, notes

* Tags: Descriptive topic words, e.g.
— Probate

— Connecticut
— Patrick Higgins

— Birth records

93
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7/12/2022
One Note Parking Spot
Organizing Your
Findings
Key Tools!
* Pedigree chart
* Family Group sheet
96
32
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What to Do With “Orphan”

Documents?
¢ Paper:

— File in a folder under something like “work in progress”
or “holding file” or “ongoing research”

* Digital
— Folder with “holding” or similar name
* Subfolders by surname
— Excel sheet
* Three columns
— Surname
— Citation and document link
— Why important - track your thought process!!!

97

Organizing Your Files

Paper Versus Digital Organization

* Use a system you can maintain. There is no one
“right” way to organize. It has to work for you.

Consistency is key

* Leave a “paper” trail

* Write down your organizing decisions

Rhonda R. McClure, Portable Genealogist: Organizing your
Research, (Boston, MA: NEHGS, 2013)

99
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FamilySearch.org Tips

* Do NOT change your old files to a new note
keeping system all at once.

— Start slowly with just the one family you are
researching right now.

— Wait to organize the file of another family until you
start research on that family.

https://family ch.org/wiki/en/O izing_Your_Files

100

* HummerJacob-deed-EmmitsburgMD-1810

* LawthersNancy-gravemarker-GreenvillePA-2022
* HomerFred-Will-p1-Cleveland-1903
* HigginsJohn1844-death-ModorrahIRE-1925

* CrottyJames-census-EastchesterNY-1900

101

Files Exist in Folders

* Folder Structure

— Top Level: “Genealogy Files” or perhaps the name
of your family tree.

— Next Level: Major lines for your family, e.g.,
Lawthers line, Higgins line, Plowman line Crotty
line

— Third Level: Within each major branch there will
be a surname folder for the surnames you have
researched.

102
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Fourth Level - Record Types

* Vitals * Immigration and

Citizenshi
* Church and Cemetery e

e Land
* Census an

¢ Probate

* Military

* Newspaper

103

Digital File Structure

v || Lowthers-Higgins-Plowman-Crotty tree ™

Crotty line —

v || Higginsline

Cassidy

104

Paper Choices

* Option 1: One folder per person

* Option 2: One folder per couple

— Individual stays with birth family until marriage
— Family group sheet

— Photocopies of records with source citations

* Option 3: Binders

105
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Paper System
Color Coding

* Mary Hill created the system

* Organize according to the five-generation chart
— Father’s father’s line is BLUE
— Father’s mother’s line is GREEN
— Mother’s father’s line is RED
— Mother’s mothers line is

* Start by sorting your “stuff” into four

groups/piles/boxes based on grandparent
surnames

7/12/2022

106

Organizing Your

Summary

107

The Genealogical Sketch

* Beginning: Vital information about a couple in
the following order
— Place of birth/baptism and birth/baptism date(s)
— Place of death/burial and death/burial date(s)
— Place of marriage and marriage date

* Middle:
— Narrative about the family

* End: List of couple’s children and their dates

* People are numbered

108
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Genealogical Numbering Systems

* Why bother?

— You need to be able to use compiled genealogies

— If you write your history for family, you will need
to use a system to organize the presentation

* Numbering systems
— Ahnentafel
— Register
— NGSQ/Modified Register

109

Ahnentafel

* Starts with a person and works back - see pedigree
chart

* Males always even number, females always odd
number
— Father’s number, take the subject’s number and double
it
— Mother’s number, father + 1

* When using Ahnentafel for genealogical sketches —
lists of children are not usually included

110

111
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Ahnentafel Sketch

7/12/2022

* Ascending numbering
system

 Lists of children often not
included

Rhonda R. McClure, Ancestors of
Bob Schieffer (Boston, NEHGS, 2016, p. 11)

112

Register

* Descending numbering system with children
assigned numbers if they have their own sketch

Genealogical Summary

1. HENRY Dispaw/DESPER was born say 1618 (assuming mar

died in Lynn, Massachusetts, in C
H

r 1676,/ He n

prior to 1673 when
. fassachusetts.
wlefta will dated 27 February , proved 26 June 1677,
s Henry and Edward. The other children, whose baptisms are
vidently died or remained in England.

Children of Henry' and Helen (Jarret) Dispaw/Desper, all baptisms in Horsemon

den:

2. i. HENRY? Dispaw, b. ca. 1644; m. (1) 3 (2) CATHERINE
b

m. SARAH

NEHGR, Vol 170: 298

113

NGSQ (AKA Modified Register)

* Descending numbering system, every child
receives a number based on birth order

* Plus signs or asterisks show children with their
own sketch

4. Theunis® De Clark, son of Jacobus? DeClark (2), born May 20, 1708 at
Tappan, christened there June 23, 1708.

Married Nov. 4, 1782 in New York City, Catherine Nax (Nack), dau. of
Matthew Nax and Angenetje Schaats.

Children of Theunis® De Clark and Catherine Nax (christened at Tap-
pan).

412, Jacobus, born Oct, 20, 1783, chr. Oct, 21, 1783, Md. Jannetje Springstein.
18, Angenetje, born June 18, 1735, chr. July 13, 1735,
14 Matthys born Sept. 30, 1787, chr. Oct. 23, 1737, Died young.

i it ha Qo 80 co 1780

NYGBR, Vol 96: 196

114
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115

Research Plan and Log

* Retrieve your 5-generation chart for your family

» Complete a full research plan template for one of
the questions you want to answer

* Execute your plan

* Use a research log to track your progress

» Come prepared to talk about both the negative
and positive aspects of using both a plan and a
research log

116

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

117
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THANKYOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

118
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