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Homework - Research Plan

Pros Cons

* Loved the template — all ¢ Templates are

in one place problematic - how to

reserve
* Search research results P

* R hi f
* Helpful in organizing - edo what done before

consolidate slips of

paper

4
Homework - Research Log
Pros Cons
* Keep track * A bit of rework in terms
* Focus on church records P
— able to be methodical
— each one, better
focused
5
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Why Bother With Citations?

1. Knowing the source of a fact allows you, or
someone else, to go back and find it again

2. Knowing the source of a fact helps you evaluate
its credibility

3. Citations are part of the Genealogical Proof
Standard

Genealogical Proof Standard

* Reasonably exhaustive research

» Complete, accurate citations to
the source or sources of each

information item

 Tests—through processes of
analysis and correlation—of all

sources, information items,
and evidence

* Resolution of conflicts among

evidence items

* A soundly reasoned,
coherently written conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html

Citation Principles

* Capture enough information about the source and
its record so you can find the record a second
time.

* Thomas W. Jones, noted genealogist, has said,
— “This idea that there is one way to cite a source is

false’ [emphasis added] (2015, APG
Conference)

* Pick a style and stick with it - Consistency is
important.

*Thomas W. Jones, Mastering Genealogical Proof, Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, 2013, pp38-40.
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Citationis an Art

april
argus P

newspapers

uabascaccessed

10

Citation Elements

* Who (or what) created the source?
— Author

— Organization

* What is the source?

— Book title
— Database name

— Not the website name - that is the publisher

* When was the source created?
— Date the source was created

— Date the record within the source was created
— Date the record was accessed

Thomas W Jones, D

(Arlington, VA : National Genealogical Society, 2017), p. 40

11

Citation Elements (cont.)

=

i D S the source now?

— Publisher
— Geographic location

— Repository
— Web address

o H S H ¢ E ¢ the source is the item?
— Volume and page number
— NARA roll

— Certificate number
— Person and event

12
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General Citation Format

Velcro Principle — Don’t

separate items that ought to
stick together

13

Documentation Conventions

* Book titles and journal names are italicized

 Database names, article titles are in "quotes"

* Parentheses group publication details (print and
online)

* Semicolons divide complex citations with two or
more nested groups

14
. .
Source Citations - Books
Who What
Author (first Title, followed by
name first) subtitle, in italics
Martin E. Hollick, New Englanders in the 1600s:
End with
expanded Edition (Boston: NEHGS, 2012), 125. * |55
Where IS and When
Where IN
Location within parentheses (City,
Publisher, year). When the city is well Page number
known, you can omit the state.
15
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(2}
Z
Tip

Most citations will have

several layers

Two Principles for Writing a

Citation

Velcro Nesting Dolls

17

Nesting Doll Principle

Database: Massachusetts Town Clerk and Vital Records

Website: Ancestry

Town: Sutton
A
)

ma———____ Type of Record:

8 ﬂﬁ Death
Z

Item of Interest

18
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In An Online World - Citations Need
Two Parts

Data About Website

19

Layer 1: Website

Who = Omitted

What = Database

title and type

Where IS = URL

When =
Search date

Where In =
Item of
Interest and
date.

20

Website Information

£7 American Ancestors.

ts: Vital Records, 1620-1850

®@0ownioad | erine o Curentview

Author/creator ‘American Ancestors
. Massachusetts Vital Records, 1620-1850, Database
itle and Type
W|th images

Web Address 'www.AmericanAncestors

When (usuall
Velcroed to ate Accessed 13 May 2019
Where IS)

Item of Interest Death of Deborah Grosvenor, 11 Sep 1841

21
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Website’s Citation

Citation [ oo camen | Comment or Question

Description

22

Layer 2: Original Source

Who = Original

creator

Wherel$ =
Location

WherelN =

Volume and
Page No.

23

Town Records Information
mmwn of Petersham

We've already captured it under the Author

£ American Ancestors,
€ Back to Resul Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850

NS4 ©/mage | ElTranscript Volume

am-vi

®Download | #Print [ Current View

178 reTERSHAM DEATES

24
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Online Database Citation Template

When
Item of

What Where IS (velcroed to
- ‘ = ’ o)
- What Where IN

25

Citations - Online Database

Layer 1: The Website information

“Massachusetts Vital Records, 1620-1840,” online
images viewed at American Ancestors
(www.AmericanAncestors.org : accessed 19 May
2019), record for Deborah Grosvenor, death 11
September 1841; citing Town of Petersham, Deaths,
Vol 1:178.

Layer 2: The Original Record

26

Evidence Explained Template
Online Source

* “Name of Database in quotation marks”

* Type of database (BMD/land, etc)

* Title of Website in Italics (URL : access date)
* specific item of interest

* SOURCE-OF-THE-SOURCE DATA.

QuickLesson 26: Evidence Explained

27
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| Review

Citations

' 1. Citations help you find the record again and help
[ you evaluate the quality of what you found

- 2. Capture Who (Author, Organization), What

(Title), Where IS (Publisher, location), Where
IN (Record of Interest), When (date - velcroed

[ to item)
i 3. Think of nesting dolls and moving from general
to specific

i 4. Remember to velcro dates to appropriate
element

| 5. Citations are an art; do not get tied in knots over
| them

AR LR R N L N R

N
(0]

QUESTIONS?

Session Roadmap

et Principles for analysis
Why bother?

Principles Sources

Examples Records Death certificate
Draft card
Census record

Passenger list

30
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Principles of Analysis

CEel | Information

o First-hand .
Derivative EV | d ence

Second-hand

Direct ” Indirect Negative

Authored Unknown

Analyze the Source

1y

Tip
Citations Help You
Evaluate the Source

11
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Analysis - Question 1

* Are you looking at an original or derivative
source?

34

Original Sources

* Original - From the time period being researched.
Includes:
— Duplicate original
— Record (ClerKs) copy
— Image copy

* Digital copies, microfilm, microfiche
considered original for analysis purposes

* BCG Article - QuickLesson 10

35

Derivative Sources

* Derivative — Written by someone who did not
experience the events or time period. Includes:

— Transcripts
— Extracts
— Abstracts

*  https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Primary_sources

36
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Frederick County Maryland Probate
Records

Original Probate

37

ScELLANiOUS RECOROS  ©

o g,

ot 2t 4
qu% ///,;m,/@ o sinial 2sd

ScELANGOUS  RECORDS O

Derivative Probate American Ancestors Database:
New York State Wills

38

22 THE PROBATE EECORDS OF ESSEX COUNTY.

Toventer ken 1 141042, by John Wolide Houry
Stortaud ichard x\...xm d, 301

0: "
105, .5 d &3

Tt i 6. b e hoese :mmwumm,

3l 10s; Six fother pillowes, 1853 4 Coverleds, 2

ol & nepkins
" et & bt

"Pewter, 1. Ts. 6.7
s, 1L Gs.;
dian corns, 21

in appassel, stock.
muskett & hn]mg peece & 2 Swinds &

workiug lanchorne, 1351
bookes, 111 x»...mwmm, m b & o & ot
lumb, 166.; arrow tines, 105.; total, 1381 8s. 6d.  pweich

Deeds, vo. 1, leaf 3.
Esrare or Gronor Browss o Newnvax.

 The Jast will & Testament of George Browne May 26tk
1642 Tn the name of God amen 1 George Browne. being.
sick & weake in body but pfect in minde e doe make my
i wil s Totament o mama & form 28 lowah, Tap:
1 bequeath my soule into tho hands of god an ly to

e s S bedovd wie my
“with all oy howsebold goods exoept my mus.

Tt T gi
‘weating clothes & Tooes’ It T give vato
lhchnd isimle Tesny wilingstobe i ou of the
‘vato my father & to my brother

Sichnl Twenty silings o poee o o pa o of e S
st it god by his pridence bring them into this Jand thes
my will is to give them six pounds a pecce or if but one of
them ome over] then he shall reosive twelve pounds

afterward the other come then ho shall Tepay to him six
pounds Tem "Tgive o sl my bntinen & Soers besides

oo ey i i ol e sl oot
o my L ater iy are dischar give
it Joseph Brovne souns of my brother Richard Browne

Derivative Probate American Ancestors Database

39
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Search

41

Derivative Vital Record

SCITUATE BIRTHS ABBREVIATIONS
To Tue vian 1850 P

42
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Special Class of Sources

* Authored works
— Compiled genealogies

MAYFLOWER FAMILIES

Through Five Generations

Analyze the Record

Principles of Analysis

Source

Information

First-hand

Derivative EV| d ence

Second-hand

Direct ” Indirect Negative
Authored Unknown

45
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It Is All About the Information

¢ Is the Information. . .

* First-hand

— Immediately following the event
— Long after the event

e Second-hand

— From a non-participant

Cannot tell who provided the information

46

What Genealogical Information Is
In the Record?

* Name and Residence

TR o—— |
/ méf/‘:’:md %Mf rgfl{l—xn/ﬁ-
|

“| » Date of marriage

g;
il

' I| * Age, occupation and
place of birth

24" éh; :néﬁta M(Aﬂ.ﬁﬁ

ERYRWLL SV, »Wé‘rfk  Parent’s names

i S rezzzes .—/f{;‘.‘} Lozl ‘/?:‘:1?7
4 /;a i{ﬂm’,

2
47
Analysis - Question 2
* How long after the event was °
the record created?
Record 2 —
1900 census
Record 1 —
passenger list
Arrival in U.S.
48
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49
Analysis - Question 3
Who provided the information in the record?
Participant? Someone else?
50
Who Was the Informant?
51
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Analysis Question 4
Is the information first-hand (primary) or second-
hand (secondary)?

? * Death date - primary

* Birth date - secondary

ROBERT LAWTHERST

o DEC 18, g9y,

JUNE 23, 49,

52

Common Errors When Reading
Records

* Misreading words and dates
* Failing to understand why the source was created

° Failinf to understand the origin and history of a
recor

* Interpreting past events with a 21°t century lens

* Misunderstanding legal terms - see Barbara Jean
Evans - A to Zax: A Comprehensive Dictionary for
Genealogists & Historians, Alexandria, VA:
Hearthside Press: 1995

* Overlooking relevant information

53

Analyze the Evidence
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Crel | Information

First-hand

Derivative Evidence

Second-hand

Direct ” Indirect Negative

Authored Unknown

55

Not All Information Is Evidence

* Identify the genealogical information in the
record and ask:

— Does this answer my question directly (direct
evidence)?
— Can this be used with other evidence to answer my

question (indirect evidence)?

* Most records contain multiple pieces of
information; only some will be evidence for your

question

56

Robert Lawthers’ Death Certificate

Information Evidence
Date and place of death Who are Robert’s parents?

Cause of death When did Robert die?

Date and place of birth Whom did Robert marry?

Names of parents en was Robert born?

Name of Spouse

57
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Review

Analysis

| 1. Ask yourself questions about the source and record
within the source

2. Areyou looking at an original, derivative, or authored
| document? Duplicate originals, clerk’s copies, images are
all considered original.

3. How long after the event was the record created?

® ;. who provided the information for the record?

5. Is the information first-hand, eye-witness (primary) or
I second-hand, non-participant (secondary)?

6. Does the information answer my question?

AR R AR A L Ly

9]
(0]

QUESTIONS?

Session Roadmap

Why bother?
Principles Sources
Examples Records Death certificate

Draft card
Census record

Passenger list

Compiled genealogy

60
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First

* In your group designate one person to report back
to the group

61

Then Answer for Your Document

1. Are you looking at an original, derivative or
authored source?

2. How soon after the event was the record created?

3. Who provided the information in the record? A
participant? Someone else?

4. Which information is primary (firsthand
knowledge)

5. Which information is secondary (second-hand
knowledge)

62

Analysis:
Document 1 - 20th

Century Death

Certificate
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AR COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA K e 19393
"SEPARTNENT OF HEALTI!
e BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS Ve
i Bl VAR CERTIFICATE OF DEATH e
L o a 7. USUAL RESIDENGE OF DECEASED: /7
(@) Coun Allegheny
® Townenip (@ state  Penna. @ countyAllegheny
(c) Borough
o FILERDIED O s e e
(© Name of hospital
or institution . SCHENLEY APARTMENTS (d) Street No. 4000 Fifth Avenue

o i o I bpialor . write e mamber o ocatin) SRepe

2= |l venath of sta )
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i e 55
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eorge Taylor Ploman wie 1t alive vears [["and that death occurred on the date and hour [oo—t
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n
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o Birthpiace Turkey e 10
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12, Name Rev.Newton Hervey. Bell oer
18 Birthplace

O o e i s o) Major findings

14. Maiden name - Enma Ball Gur Of operations )\
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L b

WAITE PLAINLY WiTH ONFADING. INK—TH)

() Address Schenley Ap r,sbm-gh, Pomna. | 7 1 dean v g 1o exeme cs 4 vt ol
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dds Date sm\zu/%

64

Let’s look at

Document 2 - Draft

Registration

- T %)
" ,j“’ REGlSTR:‘{lION CARD

}
ISTRAR'S REPORT

o

G2
Are sou (1) xmaturalborn ctieen, (2) & mouralaed cizen, (:7 an alica, (4] or e you detared you:

Lol dtun
Rolligne. ... Smoupand”. 3

a

11| Wit miliry

T 5 Nation or State

2 ol st o fipy
P et ey beoman)? (5]

B

Taffirm that 1 have verified above anawers and that they aro truo.
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Let’s look at

Document 3 - Census

TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.
SCHEDULE No. 1.—POPULATION.  [or— =" — %}

)

e

Gtrisd,  Vibnasbt 7 Bl Vs [T

[ ; L
§ P [ /R S~ IR [ R e g T

e A P oo 2 V08 [P | dgee ookl /2]
REP |7 |

Y iy | o
o L A7) - %
e A T | ZIr7 &ég/ 4
'./ henssdl E ]I (D dobrpt

68

Let’s look at

Document 4 - Passenger

List
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517 Mot Bk, S, 5 o o, i e o i,
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Let’s look at
Document 5 -
Compiled Genealogy

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
3120 Mary Anx.

Jisb {ons, b. Mar, 9. 1785,

Jiae Wictiam, b. Aprl 5, 1787,

313. DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna'™, Eliphalet”, Elipha-
let’, John'), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died
They resided near Bennington, Vt.
ren were :

MEMORANDA.
In 1800 Mrs. Anna ‘\\'hiulcs&y) Cogswell, her éDully'sl mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse-
back to ‘]mt Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell

314. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Eli-
phalet’, John'), b. July 23, [769 m. Amaryllis Johnson (a sister
of his brother Roger's wife), b. Feb. 20, 1765, in Salisbury,
Conn. They resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswell d.
Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826,

Their children were:

Asw. b Jan 6, 1793; m. Sept. 13, 1816, John Miton Holly.
vus, b. Sept. 24, 1793; m. Mar. 23, 1818, Chauneey Perry.

ug. 34, 1395; m. Oct. 8, 1823, Dr. Jethro Heich
iv Snnl]nn\(wn 1. Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle-

v wu_nuijollmr.m b. Nov. 4, 1709: m. June 13, 1839, Alma Caofield

Sterliny
i Tuopokk Skbawick, b, April 17, 1801; m. Oct. 19, 1836, Mary Morcia
Maria Gregory.
Euiza, b. May 1, 1803; m. Jan. 1, 1829, William H. Downes.
Joun Manta, b, Feb. 16, 1dos; m. 1824, Romanta Seymour.
Axxy AmiGarL, b. Feb. 16, 1809; m, Oct. 8, 1828, Dr. Mark Pratt.

72
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Summary

Genealogical Proof Standard

v Reasonably exhaustive research

v’ Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

v Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

* Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

* A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html

74

Genealogy Research Roadmap

Gansalogy Mesnanh Procees

2290999 9 9

@) . 0 b @) 7]

https://www.thinkgenealogy.com/wp-

content/uploads/Genealogy%20Research%20Map%20v2.pdf

75
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist

AmericanAncestors.org/chat

Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools. Signature Projects Centors & Inkiatives

Heme | Building Your Genealegical Skills, July 2022

Building Your Genealogical Skills, July 2022

SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/building-your-genealogical-skills-july-2022

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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