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Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton
VP of Research and Library Services
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Examine six U.S. non-population and special
censuses, including data collected and examples

• Tip and tricks to searching (or not!)
• Discuss what other records can be found 
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Voice of Lindsay Fulton
VP Research & Library 
Services
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Non-Population schedules and 
special censuses 

• Agricultural Schedules

• Defective, Dependent, and 
Delinquent Classes

• Industry and 
Manufacturing Schedules

• Mortality Schedules

• Slave Schedules

• Social Statistics Schedules

• Business Census (1935)

• Union Veterans and 
Widows Schedules

• Indian Census Rolls, 
1885-1940

• Special Census on Deaf 
Family Marriages and 
Hearing Relatives, 
1888-1895

• And many others…
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Agricultural 
Schedules
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Agricultural Schedules
• 1850, 1860, 1870, and 

1880, 1885

• Name of the farmer, 
statistics about livestock 
and produce

• Available digitally on 
Ancestry.com and  
FamilySearch.org 
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Not every farm was 
included in these 

schedules
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Agricultural Schedules 
(1850-1860)

• Limited to farms valued at more than $100

• Name of the farmer, owner, or manager

• Acreage- both improved and unimproved 

• Inventory of livestock (by breed)

• Count of agricultural goods produced in the 
previous year (by crop)

• Cash value of the farm- including machinery, 
livestock, goods produced, etc. 
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Agricultural Schedule 
(1870-1880) 

• Limited to farms valued at more than $500

• Acreage- both improved and unimproved 
(1880 by crop)

• Inventory of poultry and the number of eggs 
produced (1880)
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1885 Agricultural Schedule
• Territorial Censuses only: Colorado, Florida, 

Nebraska, New Mexico, and Dakota Territory 
(North and South Dakota)

• Limited to farms valued at more than $500

• Hired labor in 1884

• Inventory of livestock (by breed and product)

• Count of agricultural goods produced in the 
previous year, including forest products (by crop)
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1885 Agricultural Schedule, 
Billings Co., North Dakota
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1885-Billings Co., North Dakota
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Online Images
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Can I search for my 
ancestors in these 

records?
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com 
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Population Schedule
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Schedule 2
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Browsing is 
encouraged!
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What other records can be 
found?

• Industry and manufacturing schedules

• City directories or newspapers

• County histories

• Land records
– Federal lands (such as Homesteader)
– Deeds

• Immigration records
– Crops from the homeland
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QUESTIONS?
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Defective, 
Dependent, and 

Delinquent Classes
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Defective, Dependent, and 
Delinquent Classes

• Taken in 1880

• This schedule included different forms to enumerate 
the following classes of individuals:
– Insane
– Idiots 
– Deaf-mutes
– Blind
– Paupers and indigent persons
– Homeless children
– Prisoners
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Insane
• Name of person

• Residence when at home (city and county)

• Paying or ward of state

• Form of disease (diagnosed by medical professional)

• Mental history (duration, number of attacks, age at 
first attack)

• Restraint or seclusion (date of discharge)

• Ever institutionalized? If so, where?
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Insane

Class 4: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28



Remember how the 
census is tabulated 
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Search the population schedule
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FamilySearch.org
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Idiots
• Name of person

• Residence when at home (town and county)

• Self-supporting?

• Age at which mental disability occurred

• Supposed cause (self-diagnosed)

• Physical attributes 

• Training school? If yes, how long and when discharged?
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Idiots
1880- Carlisle, Middlesex Co., MA
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Deaf-mutes
• Name of person

• Residence when at home (town and county)

• Self-supported?

• Age at which deafness occurred

• Supposed cause of deafness

• Able to hear and/or speak on limited basis?

• Ever institutionalized? If so, where and when?
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1880-Deaf-mutes
Lowell, Middlesex Co., MA
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Blind
• Name of person

• Residence when at home (town and county)

• Self-supported?

• Age at which blindness occurred

• Supposed cause of blindness (self-diagnosed)

• Able to see on a limited basis?

• Ever institutionalized? If so, where and when?
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1880-Blind
Lowell, Middlesex Co., MA

Class 4: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



Paupers and indigent persons
• Name of person

• Residence when at home (town and county)

• How are they supported? 

• Are they disabled? If so, state the disability (this 
includes blind, deaf, insane, or idiotic)

• Have they ever been convicted of a crime?

• Was this person born in this institution? 

• What other members of the family are in the 
institution?

Class 4: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 38



1880-Paupers and indigent persons
Woburn, Middlesex Co., MA 
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Homeless children
• Name of the person

• Residence when at home (town and county)

• Mother and father deceased?

• How did they come to live in the institution?

• Have they ever been arrested and what was the 
offense?

• Are they disabled (this includes blind, deaf, or 
idiotic)?
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1880-Homeless children
Newton, Middlesex Co., MA
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Prisoners
• Name of person

• Residence when at home (town and county)

• Place of imprisonment

• Federal or state prisoner?

• Cause of incarceration (includes witnesses)

• Date of imprisonment 

• Offense and sentence 

• Working?
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1880-Prisoners
Malden, Middlesex Co., MA
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Online Images
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What other records can be 
found?

• Court records (probate, criminal, or civil)

• Institutional records

• Newspapers

• Population schedules
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Industry and 
Manufacturing 

Schedules
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Industry and Manufacturing 
Schedules

• Name of the manufacturer

• 1810 (chaotic), 1820, 1850-1880

• Operations valued at $500 or more 

• Available digitally on Ancestry.com
and FamilySearch.org
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Industry and Manufacturing Schedules
(1820, 1850-1860)

• Name of the manufacturer

• Type of business or product

• Amount of capital invested

• Quantities, kinds, and value of raw materials used

• Quantities and value of product produced annually

• Kind of power or machinery used

• Number of men and women employed

• Average monthly cost of male and female labor
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1820-Mercer Co., PA
Samuel Robison
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1870-Diamond Springs, 
El Dorado Co., CA
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What other records can be 
found? 

• Agricultural Schedule 

• Population Schedule

• Business records 

• City Directories

• Probate (including inventory)

• Newspaper articles
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QUESTIONS?
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Mortality Schedules 
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Mortality Schedules
• Name of the deceased person

• Taken in 1850, 1860, 1870, 
and 1880

• Age, race, gender, cause of 
death, and occupation also 
included

• Died between 1 June (of the 
previous year) and 31 May 
(of the census year)
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1870-Ingersoll, Midland Co., MI

Class 4: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Know your census 
days!
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census.gov/history/
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What other records can be 
found? 

• Obituaries and newspaper articles 

• Cemetery records

• Probate records

• Coroner or medical reports

• Death records
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Slave Schedules 
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Slave Schedules
• Taken in 1850 and 1860

• Include name of the 
slave owner, but not the 
name of the slave

• Data recorded included 
– Gender
– Age
– Race 
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1860-Bell Co., TX
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How can you find 
your enslaved 

ancestor?
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Joseph Blair
1870-Belton, Bell Co., TX
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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1860-John S. Blair
Bell Co., TX
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What other records can be 
found? 

• Other slave schedules and population schedules

• Vital records

• Probate records (of slave holder, including their 
inventory)

• Newspapers and obituaries
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Social Statistics 
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Social Statistics (1850-1870)
• Taken in 1850, 1860, 1870

• Information included:
– Property value
– Schools/university
– Libraries
– Newspapers in 

circulation
– Poor houses
– Employment statistics

• Average wage 
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What other records can be 
found? 

Not only do these records allow you to place your  
ancestor in their historical context:

• Employment records

• City directories

• Land records (deeds and grants)

• Institutional records (poorhouses, etc.)
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Review
1. Non-population schedules:

a) Agricultural Schedules
b) Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent Classes
c) Industry and Manufacturing Schedules
d) Mortality Schedules
e) Slave Schedules
f) Social Statistics Schedules

2. Not everything is searchable or online!
3. These records can lead to other discoveries! 
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/making-most-us-federal-census-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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