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Making the Most of
the US Federal Census

Class 2: Using the Early Census:
1790-1840

June 2022

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
nAncestors,

Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton

VP of Research and Library Services

OVERVIEW

* Presentation (60 mins.)
* Questions asked from 1790 to 1840
= How to use the 1790-1840 U.S. Federal Censuses
— Finding parents
— Tracing a family
— Reconstructing a record

Q&A (30 mins.)
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P
AN

Lindsay Fulton
VP Research & Library
\  Services
[

4
Key Census Years
* 1820 and 1830- foreigners « 1880-1930- name parent’s
not naturalized place of birth
0 1840.- Revolutionary War  « 1900 and 1910- number of
pensioners children born/living
* 1850- 1% to nameall * 1900-1930- immigration
household members and naturalization status
— Place of birth, age, sex,
race, and occupation * 1940- ideqtiﬁgd erson
+ 1880- 1° o identify who supplied information
relationship to head of
household
5

Why do we avoid the

1790-1840 censuses?
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1820
* Gender and age information first included for free
colored and enslaved persons
* White males between 16-18 years
* Children born between 1 June 1820 and 7 August
1820
* Foreigners not naturalized
10
lized
£
11
12
4

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Making the Most of the US Federal Census
6/7/2022

~

~

b —

13

Be sure you are looking
at the whole record

1830 United States Federal Census for Thomas Johnson
Dtk

Ancestry.com

15
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* Foreigners not naturalized
* White persons who are deaf/ dumb (age range, no
gender)
* White persons who are blind (no age or gender)
* Enslaved and free colored persons who are
deaf/dumb (age range, no gender)
* Enslaved and free colored persons who are blind
(no age or gender)
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1840

Pensioners!

White persons who are
deaf/ dumb (age range,
no gender)

White persons who are
blind or insane (no age or
gender)

Enslaved persons who are
deaf/dumb (age range, no
gender)

Colored persons who are
deaf/dumb (age range, no
gender)

Enslaved persons who are
blind or insane (no age or
gender)

Colored persons who are
blind or insane (no age or
gender)

6/7/2022
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Tip

The head of household
is not always the oldest

male or female

QUESTIONS?

6/7/2022

How Does This Help Us Research?

Household makeup

Origins

Migration and immigration

Snapshot of the town or county
Identify other potential family members
Reconstruct records

Laser focus!

24
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Identifying Potential
Family Members
The Ancestry of Polly Fitch
SRR i

26

27
9

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

Hromepet O° [ (@) NowEngandtistodcGane. - | BN

Census and Voter Lists

View sampie images and collecton detals

[ coren TR Narrow by Category

Fist& Midlie Nameds) LastNome.
e Location
aintn
Uvedin
AnyEvent
Addtamily member Sbing Spouse Child
Fista MiddieNames)  Last Name
Father x

6/7/2022

28

Scroll Down

Included data collections:

29

Choose Census Year

jancestry Home Troe rombpet 0% [ (@) owEngtand st

1790 United States Federal Census

(& <sociasion win
y
L < Navonaiarchin
First & Middie Name(s) Lost Name W focen
NATIONAL pocts
ARCHIVES A
Location
Uveaiin
Browse this collection
Ay Event
To browse this image set, select from
the cptions below.
Keymord
sute
et Choose.. =
County
Froe Whit Persons - Males - 18 and over
Tounatip

Free White Persons - Males- Under 16

30
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Keep it Simple

DNA Help Exras tieanEpert O° [ (@) NewEngland Historic Gene.. © BN

1790 United States Federal Census
[ scorcn JERTRCIERE

First & Midle Namels) LastName.

6/7/2022

31

All1790 United States Federal Census results for
Fitch
Your search 2o

Fich .

Lived I comish ey s .

Teos Sewer ONA Hep B sanbpet O° [ (@) MewEnlond o Geoa..

32

Q
2 7/

Be Aware of Boundary

Changes
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New England Handbook
34
Cornish, NH
35
Sullivan County

36

12
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FamiyTee  Searcn Memsras Getinived  Acntes @t

Sullivan County, New Hampshire Genealogy

= Sullivan County

stry, genealogy and family histary, birth records, marriage records, death records, census

County Information . o Mew Hampshire Online
Geneology Records

County Gourthouse

sul

familysearch.org/en/wiki/

37

Return to Search

First & Midle Nameds) LostName.

Fich

 Exact,sounds ke, simiar & soundex

Any Event

o5 plotor Fyng Tgers v

Free White Porsons - Males -16 and over

Free White Persons

s -Under 16

Free Write Persons - Females

38

Al11790 United States Federal Census results for
Fitch

Your search # e Results1-0010
s -
(ropos " s
i) O Hezekiah Carnish, Ches v s
Lived i chasticn, now Fich Hampitice
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Fieh dahiel
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Fan Hamginia
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Swpnenrisn Jidbole.Cr 7
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All 1800 United States Federal Census results for
Fitch

s+ Results 1-170f 17

- -
<
-
—

2
a0

Use the “exact” place
feature with extreme
caution

Location Rules for Ancestry.com

* If the “place” did not exist at the time of the
enumeration- the “exact” feature will fail

* If the “place” was known as something else for a
particular year, it will be cataloged that way

— Browse a specific census year
— Educate yourself about the “place”

42

14
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Browse Census Collections

HreanEpet O° [ (@) NewEngland Historic Gene...

1800 United States Federal Census

W
. \\

Fst & i amot) u
i AREIVES
 Exac, sounds o, e & soundex
LNedIn  Cheshive County New Hampshir, USA Browss ths collection

+ Bxacttothis place e se,selact from

43

Browse Census Collections

e

First & Middlo Names) N * e
ARCHIVES Ad

Lvedin  Gheshi

Browse this collection

+ Bxacttothis pace
anyEvent

Keyword

Number of Staves

Number of Household Members Under 16

Number of Househald Members Over 25

44

Cornish, NH
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Examine All Candidates
* Hezekiah Fitch (1790 & 1800)
» Samuel Fitch (1790 & 1800)
» Zebediah Fitch (1790 & 1800)
* Rufus Fitch (1800)
46
Wwill o Zebediah Fitch, Orange
County, VT
47
Family of Polly (Fitch) Chase
Zebediah
Fitch
Polly Daniel
Fitch Chase
Polly Daniel
Chase Chase
48
16
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QUESTIONS?

Migration of a Family
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- 1840- Jackson, Guernsey Co., OH

52
Family Breakdown
(vales Loy varks | Fomaes | Talyaris__
Under 5 0 Under 5 0
5-9 2 528 0
10-14 2 10-14 0
15-19 2 15-19 0
20-29 1 20-29 1
30-39 0 30-39 0
40-49 0 40-49 1
50-59 1 50-59 0
60-69 0 60-69 0
53
ANl F B s © aoan © e
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

American
AncesTREES

Video Library

Free Webinar: Online Seminar:

Researching Making the Most
Enslaved of the US Federal
Ancestors Census

Research Guides

Templates

June 16,2022 May 26,2022

ONAResources

iy

AmericanAncestors.org

54
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Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

0 American Ancestors.

ANational Center for Family
History, Herltage & Culture

Early Census Comparison Charts

Beyond the head of household, early censuses provide litle information about the individual members of a family. It can therefore be
difficult to track farmilies from one census to the next. Use these forms to help compare families between censuses:

Researching House History

Uncovering the history of a house may shed light on social class and more. You
may be surprised at what you find! Use the below forms to organize your house history research:

= 16301840 wpt

Comparison of Free White Families Between 1830 and 1840 Census

Hesd of Family. Enumeraton Date:

1840 Census
- Censis Day: 1 June 1810
enumerated

enumerated

AmericanAncestors.org

Somparison of Free White Families Between 1830 and 1840 Census
. Derjamn_Wharton

sin Date:

130 gc&n‘,ﬁmmyﬁo,m
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Reconstructing a
Census Record
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Which Timothy?

* Timothy Pond
— Whitestown, Montgomery Co., NY (1790)

— 7 persons in household

* Timothy Pond, Jr.

— Whitestown, Montgomery Co., NY (1790)
— 1-2 persons in household ??2?

61

 Famitysearch Search| Memories Get Involved  Activites © @ sionimn | creare account
RG] images Fanly Ton ooy Books Wit

el tmast i Records 9; 1B
@ o rovousens) i e b o b, o st x

S LS cenisils

Genealogies

view the 1950 Census index.

Catalog

Books

Research Wik

Search Historical

Records

Records create a paj

FamilySearch.org

Find a Collection ‘Search by Place

Your ancestor's record belongs to a colletion of similar 3 Different regions of the world call for differen research

documants—Arpentia Beptims, for example, or @ cacgies. Enera lace, and we'l show you the tols
Unted Sates Consus, 1540, Serchinga specc W, 5 and esouces e have o el you dscover your
ol s o Y e 1 e

don't know the collecton's exact tite, start typing, and

united states census, 1790

United States Census, 1790

FamilySearch.org
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Family Tree  Search Memones Get nvolved  Activities. ® 0

Records Images FamiyTres Gensagws Catiog  Books Wikl

United States Census,
1790

Name index to the population schedules listing the

Inhabitants of the United States in 1790. This was the first

national census conducted in the United States. No

schedules are known to exist for Delaware, Georgia, Q SEARCH MORE OPTION:
Kentucky, New Jersey, Tennessee, and Virginia. Index

provided by Ancestry.com.

HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

EROWSE ALL 6,244 IMAGES

FamilySea g

64

Which Timothy Pond?

© OB Lo = s ®

Add Ancastor Information
Racords images FamiyTres Gaoawopier Catag Bosks Wi =

Fitterad Rosuits (2)

o Collection: Censuses & Lists, Unitad States Census, 1750 (2) @

Coleticn Gax (Race | Aamdence -

Name Events and Relationships pond

cansun 1750

Monsgomery, New York, Unried States adduie mvem

65

View Original

¢ FamitySe Family ree  Search Memories GatInvolved Activities

790 w NewYork * Montgomery * Whites

» Information

B

B
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Hard to Read Information
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Remember the Organization
. ©
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1790-1820

7 \
q Original One of the
-
— C“Q"r‘;;"‘:'l‘e 7 \ Statistical
On May 28, 1830, clerk of courts directed to transmit
the 1790-1820 censuses to Department of State

Schedule
filed w/

Original i

Schedule

et report filed
Schedle w/ 508 or
POTUS

6/7/2022
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Timothy Pond

* 2- (free white males of 16 years and upwards
including heads of families)

* 1- (free white males under 16 years)
* 4- (free white females including heads of families)

* 0- (all other free persons)

72
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Hard to Read Information
Sorfih (/00 7=}

‘izz(/?cw - / |
|-~ ]
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Timothy Pond, Jr.

* 1- (free white males of 16 years and upwards
including heads of families)

* 1- (free white males under 16 years)

* 3- (free white females including heads of families)

0- (all other free persons)

74

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

25
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£2 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

Homa | Making the Most of the US Federal Census 2022

Making the Most of the US Federal Census 2022

Thank you for registering for the online course, Making the Most of the US Federal Censust

JOIN LINK

Click on this link to join the live sessions: Nttps:/200m us/j 9632701724

AmericanAncestors.org/making-most-us-federal-census-2022

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

NEw ENGLAND HisTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2022

26

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center





