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June 2022

Class 2: Using the Early Census: 
1790–1840

Making the Most of 
the US Federal Census

Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton
VP of Research and Library Services

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Questions asked from 1790 to 1840
• How to use the 1790-1840 U.S. Federal Censuses

– Finding parents
– Tracing a family
– Reconstructing a record
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Voice of 
Lindsay Fulton
VP Research & Library 
Services

Key Census Years
• 1820 and 1830- foreigners 

not naturalized

• 1840- Revolutionary War 
pensioners

• 1850- 1st to name all 
household members
– Place of birth, age, sex, 

race, and occupation

• 1880- 1st to identify 
relationship to head of 
household

• 1880-1930- name parent’s 
place of birth

• 1900 and 1910- number of 
children born/living

• 1900-1930- immigration 
and naturalization status

• 1940- identified person 
who supplied information

Why do we avoid the 
1790-1840 censuses?
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1790

1800-1810

1820
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1820
• Gender and age information first included for free 

colored and enslaved persons

• White males between 16-18 years

• Children born between 1 June 1820 and 7 August 
1820

• Foreigners not naturalized 

Foreigners Not Naturalized

Military Aged Men 
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1830

Tip
Be sure you are looking 

at the whole record

Ancestry.com
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1830
• Foreigners not naturalized

• White persons who are deaf/ dumb (age range, no 
gender)

• White persons who are blind (no age or gender)

• Enslaved and free colored persons who are 
deaf/dumb (age range, no gender)

• Enslaved and free colored persons who are blind 
(no age or gender)

1840
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1840
• Pensioners! 

• White persons who are 
deaf/ dumb (age range, 
no gender)

• White persons who are 
blind or insane (no age or 
gender)

• Enslaved persons who are 
deaf/dumb (age range, no 
gender)

• Colored persons who are 
deaf/dumb (age range, no 
gender)

• Enslaved persons who are 
blind or insane (no age or 
gender)

• Colored persons who are 
blind or insane (no age or 
gender)

1840
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Tip
The head of household 
is not always the oldest 

male or female

QUESTIONS?

How Does This Help Us Research?
• Household makeup 

• Origins

• Migration and immigration

• Snapshot of the town or county 

• Identify other potential family members

• Reconstruct records

• Laser focus!
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Identifying Potential 
Family Members

The Ancestry of Polly Fitch

Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com

Scroll Down

Choose Census Year
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Keep it Simple

Tip
Be Aware of Boundary 

Changes
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New England Handbook

Cornish, NH

Sullivan County
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familysearch.org/en/wiki/

Return to Search

Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com

Tip
Use the “exact” place 
feature with extreme 

caution

Location Rules for Ancestry.com
• If the “place” did not exist at the time of the 

enumeration- the “exact” feature will fail

• If the “place” was known as something else for a 
particular year, it will be cataloged that way
– Browse a specific census year 
– Educate yourself about the “place”
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Browse Census Collections

Browse Census Collections

Cornish, NH
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Examine All Candidates
• Hezekiah Fitch (1790 & 1800)

• Samuel Fitch (1790 & 1800)

• Zebediah Fitch (1790 & 1800)

• Rufus Fitch (1800)

Will of Zebediah Fitch, Orange 
County, VT 

Family of Polly (Fitch) Chase
Zebediah

Fitch

Polly 
Fitch

Daniel 
Chase

Polly 
Chase

Daniel 
Chase
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QUESTIONS?

Migration of a Family
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1840- Jackson, Guernsey Co., OH

Family Breakdown
Males Tally Marks Females Tally Marks

Under 5 0 Under 5 0

5‐9 2 5‐9 0

10‐14 2 10‐14 0

15‐19 2 15‐19 0

20‐29 1 20‐29 1

30‐39 0 30‐39 0

40‐49 0 40‐49 1

50‐59 1 50‐59 0

60‐69 0 60‐69 0

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org
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1830- Spotsylvania Co.,VA

Reconstructing a 
Census Record

58

59

60

Class 2: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



6/7/2022

21

Which Timothy?
• Timothy Pond
– Whitestown, Montgomery Co., NY (1790)
– 7 persons in household

• Timothy Pond, Jr.
– Whitestown, Montgomery Co., NY (1790)
– 1-2 persons in household ???

FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org 
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FamilySearch.org

Which Timothy Pond?

View Original
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Hard to Read Information

Go to Title Page and Last Page

Remember the Organization
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1790-1820

Assistant  Original 
Enumeration

Original 
Schedule

Copy of the 
Original 
Schedule

One of the 
Schedules

Marshall

Schedule 
filed w/ 
court

Statistical 
report filed 
w/ SOS or 
POTUS

On May 28, 1830, clerk of courts directed to transmit 
the 1790‐1820 censuses to Department of State

Last Page

Timothy Pond
• 2- (free white males of 16 years and upwards 

including heads of families) 

• 1- (free white males under 16 years)

• 4- (free white females including heads of families)

• 0- (all other free persons)
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Hard to Read Information

Timothy Pond, Jr.
• 1- (free white males of 16 years and upwards 

including heads of families) 

• 1- (free white males under 16 years)

• 3- (free white females including heads of families)

• 0- (all other free persons)

QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/making-most-us-federal-census-2022

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright ©2022
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