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Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton
VP of Research and Library Services
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Land records as census substitutes 
• Other substitutes for early censuses (1790-1840)
• Other substitutes for modern censuses (1850-1950)
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Voice of Lindsay Fulton
VP Research & Library 
Services
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The Preeminent 
Substitute: 

Land Records
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Land
• Federal land: more than 1,031,000,000 acres was 

transferred to private or state ownership via several 
acts enacted by Congress 

• Deeds: written, legal document transferring property 
from one to another (in fee)
– Grantee- a buyer 

of property
– Grantor- a seller 

(or donor) of property
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Local and State Land 
Records
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familysearch.org/wiki/
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Anatomy of a Deed

Grantor/Grantee

Land Description 

Notarization  

Price

Signatures

Class 5: Making the Most of the U.S. Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 10



Abstract Deeds
• Grantor

• Grantee

• Description of land 
(place, lot no.,  
landmarks, etc.)

• Acreage of land

• Witnesses

• Neighbors

• Date Written

• Date Recorded

• Price of land

• Volume/Page

• (optional) Try making a 
sketch
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• Previous ownership of your property

• Physical location of property

• Family members

• Neighbors from previous community

Look at the Abutters
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Abutters:
Doris B. Bigelow
Harold G. Tigh
Harold J. Conhaim

1963 Birdsall Survey Plan, Dukes County, MA
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Federal Lands
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Government Land Programs
• Donation lands and cash or credit sales

• Homestead grants

• Grants to states

• Grants to railroads and others

• Military bounty lands

• Private land claims
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glorecords.blm.gov
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glorecords.blm.gov
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glorecords.blm.gov
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Entry for Michael McDonald
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Use Map Feature
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Locate the Land File
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Ancestry.com
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QUESTIONS?
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1790-1840
Census Substitutes 
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Federal Census Substitutes 
• Tax lists

• Military records
– Enlistment/muster 

rolls

• Newspapers

• Church records
– Witnesses 

• Probate records

• Cemetery records

• Local histories and 
published 
genealogies

• Vital records
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Tax Lists
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Poll Tax
• Tax levied as a prerequisite to voting

• Massachusetts was the first to enact the poll tax in 
1646, followed by New Haven in 1649

• Re-introduced in the South after the Civil War to 
disenfranchise African Americans from voting
"Grandfather clause" for poor white Americans

• Abolished in 1964 when 24th Amendment was 
passed
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Taxes on Real and Personal Estates
• Tax rolls may detail the type of structures they 

have on estate (house, farm, mill, etc.)

• Individuals with the same name are often defined
– Jr. or Sr.
– Occupation
– Address/location
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New York, Tax Assessment Rolls of Real and 
Personal Estates, 1799-1804
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IRS Tax Assessment Lists
• 1 Jul 1862 – Bureau of Internal Revenue was created (later 

renamed to Internal Revenue Service)

• The United States was divided into collection districts

• Two lists created
A list of names of individuals subject to taxation who 

lived in the division
A list of names of individuals who lived outside the 

division but were owners of property in the division
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U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918 
(California)

Class 5: Making the Most of the U.S. Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 39



Where to Find the Records
• FamilySearch

• Ancestry.com

• Local historical societies and libraries

• State libraries and archives
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

Class 5: Making the Most of the U.S. Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 42



Military Records
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Fold3.com
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Tip
Use census records to 

find service
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Federal Censuses
• 1840- Revolutionary War pensioners (U.S.)

• 1890- Veteran Schedule (U.S.)

• 1930-1950 Veteran and war (U.S.)
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Muster Rolls
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Enlistment Records
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Draft Cards
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Pension files
• Date of birth and/or death

• Place of birth and/or 
death

• Names of parents

• Names of children

• Place and date of 
marriage, including
name of spouse
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• Email: Inquire@arch2.nara.gov
• Visit www.nara.gov
– eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/

– Fold3.com (widow’s pension)

• National Archives and Records Administration
• Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org, 

AmericanAncestors.org  

Locating Files
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Newspapers
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Newspapers
• Obituaries

• Estate information

• Community 
announcements
– Draft
– Graduates 

• Social news
– Travel
– Visiting family
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Databases
• Early American Newspapers, Series I, 1690-1876

• 19th Century U.S. Newspapers

• New York Times (1980-present)

• PERiodical Source Index (PERSI) at FindMyPast

• Newspapers.com

• Genealogybank.com

• Old Fulton NY Postcards (Fultonhistory.com)
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fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
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AmericanAncestors.org/search/external-databases

Class 5: Making the Most of the U.S. Federal Census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



AmericanAncestors.org/search/external-databases
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AmericanAncestors.org/search/external-databases
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Church Records
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Types of Church Records

• Baptisms

• Marriages

• Communion/Eucharist 

• Reconciliation

• Holy Orders

• Confirmation

• Anointing of the Sick

• Burial Records

• Circumcision Records 
(Bris)
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Religion
• Episcopal

• Presbyterian

• Roman Catholic

• United Evangelical 

• Protestant 

• Methodist Episcopal 

• German Reformed

• Lutheran

• Baptist

• Unitarian

• Reformed Dutch

• Jewish 
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Church Records
• Admission Records

• Removal Certificates

• Baptism and Marriage witnesses
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New York Family History Research 
Guide and Gazetteer
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New York Family History Research Guide 
and Gazetteer
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QUESTIONS?
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1850-1950
Census Substitutes 
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Federal Census Substitutes 
• State census records
• City directories
• Newspapers
• Church records
– Witnesses 

• Voter registration
• Land records
• Probate records
• Cemetery records
• Local histories and 

published 
genealogies 
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State Census Records
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State Census References
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1885 State Censuses
• Colorado 

• Dakota Territories

• Florida

• Nebraska 

• New Mexico

• Iowa

• Kansas

• Michigan (1884)

• Minnesota 

• New Jersey

• Oregon 

• Rhode Island

• Washington Territory

• Wisconsin
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New York State Censuses
• 1825

• 1835

• 1845

• 1855

• 1865

• 1875

• 1892
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City Directories 
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City Directories

• Address

• Occupation

• Year/date of death 
or marriage

• Names of children, 
parents or extended 
family members

• Name of spouse
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Where to Find these Resources
• Ancestry.com

• Buffaloresearch.com- links to Buffalo, NY and 
Erie County, NY city directories

• Fold3.com

• Digital Library and archives at 
AmericanAncestors.org (also on-site)

• loc.gov- Library of Congress (on-site)
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Voter Registration
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Voting Rights in US
• By 1856: Universal white male suffrage

• 1870: The 15th Amendment is passed and 
prohibits restricting suffrage based on race

• Early 1890s: Jim Crow Laws passed to revoke 
African-Americans right to vote

• 1920: Women are given the right to vote

• 1965: The Voting Rights Act passes; African-
Americans are given back the right to vote
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Registered Voters
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Voting Records
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Where to Find these Resources
• Local level (town or county)

• FamilySearch.org

• Ancestry.com

• Digitized books 
– Google books
– HathiTrust
– Archive.org
– Etc.
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Mug Books/County 
Histories
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Information Included
• Place and Date of Birth

• Names of Parents, 
Siblings, and Children 
(sometimes 
grandchildren)

• Ancestry 

• Political Affiliation 

• Occupation and Place 
of Residence

• Migration History

• Military Service

• Marriage Information

• Fraternal Organizations 
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Example from Portrait and biographical 
record of Lee County, Illinois
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Digital Formats
• https://www.hathitrust.org/

• https://books.google.com/

• https://archive.org/index.php

• https://openlibrary.org/

• https://books.familysearch.org

• http://library.si.edu/digital-library
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Is Everything Online?
• A Bibliography of American County Histories

by P. William Filby (1985)

• Bibliography of Counties of the 3111 Counties in the 
48 States by C. Stewart Peterson (1946)

• Consolidated Bibliography of County Histories in 
Fifty States in 1961 by C. Stewart Peterson (1963)
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/making-most-us-federal-census-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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