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Course Overview

CrI—

The Basics:
Steps, forms, Researching:

genealo'gmal Research strategies
c?nventlfns_, SOurces | and organizing what
of genealogical you find
information

Analyzing and
Beyond:

Evaluating the
evidence and
developing
genealogical proof

Session Roadmap

Steps for Researching

Focus on step three: sources
Homework
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How long have you been How do you rate your level of
researching your family history? experience with genealogical
websites?
100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
American Family Search Ancestry
=LT3years =3-5years = 5-10years Ancestors
® 11-20 years = 20+ years W Beginner M Intermediate Expert.

Pre-Course Survey Goals

* How to become a better, and more efficient,
researcher

* How to organize and keep track of research

* How to make the most of online sources

* Learn how to cite/document sources

* How to breakdown barriers and brick walls

» How to get the most out of in-person visits to archives

* How to find out about actual individuals
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Session Roadmap

VVild U dliOg8Y

Steps for Researching

Focus on step three: sources
Homework

What is Genealogy?
ge-ne-al-0-gy (jéné ‘loje)

o Study of our ancestors - our parents, their parents,
siblings and so on

¢ More than names and dates - stories and how our
families fit into history

* Stems from ancient Greek
— Genea meaning generation
— Logia meaning telling or discourse or study of
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Jigsaw Puzzle

10

Connect to History

* Window into the past —
learn about new people
and new places

* Connect your family
story to notable events
in history

11

Session Roadmap

What is Genealogy?
Steps for Researching

Focus on step three: sources
Homework

12
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Genealogical
Research Method

Steps for Researching Your Family

« Identify what you know

« Decide what you want to learn (Research goal)

 Research!

« Identify and locate your sources ]
o Analyze J

CKEEKL

14

Rinse and Repeat
Step #1- Write down
known facts
Step #2- Look for missing
information

Step #3- Locate and
identify sources .

Step #4- Research!

Step #5- Analyze

15
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e's
Work from the known

to the unknown

Step 1: Identify What You Know

* Interview yourself

* Talk to relatives—What do they know? What
family stories were they told?

* Record data using a family group sheet, chart, or
genealogical software

17

Example: Family Interview

Questions
* Where did you live when ¢ What family stories have
you were growing up? you heard about your
parents? Your
grandparents? More
distant relatives?

* How did your family
come to live there?

* Were there other family .
members in the area?
What were their name?

What stories have you
heard about the European
(or other) origins of your
family members and their

* What was your family . e -
immigration to America?

religion?

18
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e % 2

Write It Down

The Essential Toolkit

Notebook — paper or Evernote or One Note

Pedigree chart
* Family Group Sheet
* Research Plan

* Research Log

* Genealogical ?
OER Sl Always Use Pencilll
(optional)
20
THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER Find pacmors

Download Templates and Charts

Free Resources from NEHGS

Register for a FREE Guest account ta
ind present your

https://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-

21
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£3 American Ancestors

Toolkit Item #1: Pedigree Chart

22

£ American Ancestors
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3 American Ancestors
Family Group Sheet

Family Group Sheet
— 1

W AmericanAncestors.org

Toolkit Item #2: Family Group Sheet

24
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E3 American Ancestors 0 American Ancestors
B ' Family Group Sheet Family Group Sheet

11

25

Record the Information As You Go

» Keep a “working draft”

* Use the forms
— Tree/pedigree chart
* Pen/paper
* Online (AncesTREES, Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org)

* Software (FamilyTreeMaker, RootsMagic, Legacy Family
Tree)

— Family group sheet
— Interview form/family questionnaire

— Save original images/Documents

N

26

Genealogical Recording
Conventions: Names
* Write surnames in all CAPITAL LETTERS
* Record a woman with her maiden name

* When the maiden name is unknown use:
¢ [--2--] can be used
* MNU
* Just the given name

27
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
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Genealogical Recording
Conventions: Dates

¢ Records dates as DD-MMM-YYYY
(e.g. 23 MAR 1823)

* DON'T:
* Use slash marks: 3/12/1823
* Use a two-digit year: 3/12/23

28

Genealogical Recording
Conventions: Places

* Note smallest to largest geographic division (e.g.
Orleans, Orange County, Indiana)

* For outside the U.S.:
townland/parish, county, country

* Be sure to identify counties

 Use a consistent style

29

Step 2: Decide What You Want
to Learn

» Examine the information you have
* What is missing?

* What individuals or families intrigue you the
most?

* Create a list of questions or objectives to research

30
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E3 American Ancestors

31

Typical Genealogical Questions

* Genealogical Data
— Identity
— Events
— Relationships

* For example:
— Who are the parents?
— What is the date or place of birth, marriage or death?
— What is the spouse's name, or maiden name?
— Who are the siblings?
— Where did the family come from

32

Ti
7
ip

Start slowly. Don't rush to answer all your
questions at once.

Don’t skip generations in planning your
research; it only leads to misattributed people.
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Toolkit Item #3: Research Plan

* Research Plan: A roadmap for research
* Basic Components:
— Good research question ﬁ
— What is already known about the
question

— List of potential records

— List Of repositories What is already known?

Good research question

34

Ti
7
ip

Anchor your research

toa Xny 7,a Twegiand
aRegi

Step 3: Identify and Locate Your
Sources

* Educate yourself — what types of records will
supply the information you need?

* Make a list of records that will aid in your specific
research

* Find resources in brick-and-mortar repositories
and online repositories

* Map out your plan of action

* Don't forget the “Family Archives!”

36
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Building Your Genealogical Skills,
Course, FY22

3-Week

¢ Vital Records

* Church and Cemetery

* Military Records
* Land

¢ Probate

Standard Genealogy Records

* Census * Passenger and
Immigration Records

* Newspapers

Records ¢ Counties Histories

37

Age Census, Vital Records, Church Records,
8 Cemeteries
h date and Vital Records, Church Records, Census

place (for place), Town Records

Marriage date Vital Records, Church Records, Census,

and place Newspapers, Bible Records

Death date and Vital Records, Church Records,

place Cemeteries, Probate Records
Vital Records, Census, Probate Records,

Parents' names , If i
Local Histories

Maiden name Vital Records, Church Records,
Newspapers, Bible Records

Records

Inf i
nformation Search These Records First Then Search These Records
Needed

Military Records, Taxation, Bible
Records, Town Records, Emigration and
Immigration

Cemeteries, Bible Records, Newspapers
Military Records, Probate Records,
Naturalization

Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
Records, City Directories

Emigration and Immigration, Bible
Records

Cemeteries, Military Records, Probate
Records, Town Records

38

Naturalization Records,
Country of foreign birth

Immigration

Immigration, Census,
Foreign birth location 8

Histories, Naturalization

Census, Church Records,
Vital Records, Emigration and Newspapers, Local Histories

More Records

Information Needed Search These Records First | Then Search These Records
Census (year only),

Immigration date H (‘{ i R
Immigration, Naturalization

Newspapers, Biographies

Cemeteries, Military Records,

Vital Records, Emigration and

Newspapers, Church

Published Genealogies, Local Records, Military Records

Military Records, Probate

Census, Land, Local Histories, Newspapers, Taxation,
Places family has lived City Directories, Vital
Records Records

39
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Use Finding Aids/ Research Guides
* Determine when record-keeping began

* Determine what repositories hold records

* Understand unique record types

40

Step 4: Research!

* Begin answering your
questions

* General principles
— Consult multiple sources

— Gather as many records
about a family or
individual that you can
find

— Track your work!

41

Toolkit Item #4: Research Logs

* Keep track of what you

have researched * What to include on a
* Categories of research research log

logs — Date of search

— Person — Source searched

— Place — Search objective

— Family — Search string

— Event — Results of search

— Repository

— General

42
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Research Log

swsvara sy

Date:
Call Number Objective Results
(Gl musber, URL. tc

43

Excel Spreadsheet

i Typeof
ccccccc pository _Objective __Period __ Location Record Finding

44

* Don't just read, examine
— Does the record bring up new questions?
— How accurate is the record?

— How accurate is the source?
* Record the information you have

* Record the sources you use

45
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Principles of Analysis

* Are you looking at a original or derivative source?

* When was the record created, i.e. how soon after the
event it is capturing?

* Who created the record? A participant? Someone
else?

* Who provided the information?

* Which information is primary (firsthand knowledge)
and which is secondary (secondhand knowledge)

* What information do I need to capture for a citation?

46

Rinse and Repeat

Step #1- Write down
known facts

Step #2- Look for missing
information

Step #3- Locate and

identify sources

Step #4- Research!

Step #5- Analyze

47

Genealogical Proof Standard

* Reasonably exhaustive research

» Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

* Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

* Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

* A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html

48
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Why Bother With A Proof Standard?

* Guides your evaluation of evidence

* Provides a framework for putting together a
credible argument for a genealogical fact, e.g. who
are the parents of Jacob Homer?

* Helps you feel secure with your conclusions,
especially when your only evidence is indirect.

49

- .
2 @ Let’s Review
> - . 1. Rule #1 — Start with what you know and
- | work backwards
o 2. Rule #2 — Write it down
e 3. Use the tools: Pedigree Chart, Family
E -~ Group Sheet, Research Log
- 4. Be systematic
E a) Identify what you know
S b) Decide what you want to learn
- c) Identify sources
s d) Research
- e) Analyze
: ) y

w
o

GQuestions?
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Session Roadmap

Focus on step three: sources

52

A Focus on Step Three

% o |dentify what you know J

* Decide what you want to learn (Research goal)

o —

o |dentify and locate your sources )

/

]
t;l « Analyze }

53

g Y 7 Z
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Educate Yourself About

Records and Sources

Definitions: Sources and Records

* A source is a coherent collection of records
created by a single jurisdiction or a single author
for a defined purpose.

* A record is that portion of a source which
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis (Boston:
NEHGS, 2014) p. 1

56

Sources and Records

Source: US Federal
Census.

Source: Church
Register.

Record ?
Record ?

Source:
Cemetery.

Source: County
Court House.

Record ? Record ?

57
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Key Records for Genealogical

Research
* Vital Records * Immigration and
naturalization

 Vital Record substitutes

— Church records » Military

— Cemetery records « Probate

— Newspapers

— Probate e Land
e Census

58

Vital Records

Allegheny.

Prttenurgn

60
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Rev Daniel of Grafton and Deborah [d David ¢, R] I{s.]l May
9, 1776.

GROUT, Betsy of Westborough and Jonas Gale Jr., Nov. 1
1795. In Westborough,

Jonathan and Sarah De Wolf, Nov, 13, 1811,

Martha, resident in Shrewsbury, and Charles Roberts, Nov. 27,
1744. In Shrewsbury.*®

GROVER, Almira H. [of Richmond, N.H.,, in int.] and Caleb
Chase, Sept. 1, 1840.
GROSVENOR, Asa of Pomfret and Hannah Hall, April 24,

’

1766
Chloe of Pomfrel, Ct. and Joseph Hall, int. Sept. 4, 1
Rev. Daniel of Grafton and Deborah [d David c. x] Hall May

9, 1776.

Phebe D. and William Newton Jr. of Millbury, int. Aug. 2o,
1827.

GUNN, Samuel H. of Mendon (s. Justin and Saphronia, a. 20)

63
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Vital Records Caveats

* Birth, marriage, and death records

* Often provide the names of the individual's
parents and/or spouse

* Depending on the state, records may be held on
the state, county, and/or town/city level

* Privacy restrictions may limit access

64

Vital record substitutes

* VRs are not widely available until late-19%/20th
century records

— Exceptions: New England, NYC, New Orleans

« Use substitute records when VRs don’t exist
— Church records (baptism, marriage, burial)
— Cemetery transcriptions and records (birth,
death/burial)
— Newspapers (birth and marriage announcements,
obituaries)
— Probate records (death)

65

19 RECORDS OF THE OLD SOUTH CHURCH IN BOSTON

Daiel & Mary Hadea
June10  Abigal of Nathan & Mary Fosce

iy of St & Vi olowel
Church Records iy f T S Foer

66
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aes
St vary's Comotery

Tacaas, bora Jan. 10, 1631, ated Jume 3, 1916
Sunders, Julta Sherman, wife of Theaas, dled Sept. 26, 1869
Clasitn, Johm, born 1656, aied 1682,

Clarktn, Yary Xefall, wife of o, born 1837, aled 18T,
NeCa1, Suser, borm 1640, died 1610,

= , ¥ite of Semes, died ov. 11, 1883 age 43
.

tay, Somanan Kulos

PR P

S e

min s ce it of sl e 101, 202,

o o o 84, 1o 274 |
e e e 05 1 20 ’

11, derentan, born 1665, ¢tod 1927,
Drtsco1, Mary Dople
Drissari, Tiaothy, b
Drisccll, hary uright, wife of Mlies, dted bar. 15, 1881 age 60

Sareeisy, Join 7, born oo, 2, 2066, ad Fabe 4, 1925, L ‘

mten, atea 1022,
656, dted 1554,

Parseldy, Yary Du borm liar. ¥, 1956, dted Dec, 24, 1926,
Magnar, Eawsrd P, born 1069, ated 1025,

Sheohan, Julta A, canghter of Dantel & Ellen D, led My 26, 1025,
Fagan, Bormard, tled Sept. 29, 1698 age 4 yra.

Fagan, Eitsabetn, vife of Sermard, dlad Apr. 12, 1672 age 53 yra.
Fagan, Eilen, aau

of Bornard & Eltsabetn, ated Got. 16, 1672
v

Cemetery and Burial Records

Mrs. Sarah Stinson.

Mrs, ah Stinson died,  TFriday
mornivg, at 6 a. m, at her home on
North Main street, aged 71 years and

svEHiNG RicoRD GXEENVILLE, 4
e oL H 6 months, after an illness of ahout a
o X year. Before her death she made
that an antopsy

an unusual request
be performed and the exact malure
dof her iflness determined. This wish
1 was carried out and Drs. Massman .
ad Dight found the former’s diagno-
sis o be  correct—cancer  of  the
A stomach

Mrs. Stinson’s maiden name was
fteatty aml she was a daughter afl
Mr. and Mrs. Francis  Deatty, andp:
born near Hadley. In 1857 she wa
married to Jaln W. Stinson.  She
was one of the best-known and most
dies of the com-»
aith she was w

highly respected
( munity. I sl
't 2 member of the Presbyterian church.
Four daughters survi ier: Mrs. De
Ette Taylor, Cambridge Springs;
An Mrs. Charles Austin, Amelda,
Mrs. L. D, Artherholt, of Greenville,
and Mrs Jeonie Homer, of Cleveland;
also a stepson, W, C. Stinson, of Min-
neapolis.

Census Records
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Tip
Use Census to Anchor Your
Ancestor to a Place and

Time

IIHUI,
“‘

1840 Census Record

71
“Bfancestry.com 1840 United States Federal Census e
. PR
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Course, FY22

73

N L

1900 Federal Census Record

74

Q g

7
the census
v g bV Qe)
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Census Taker

* Didn’t have to talk to anyone in the house
* Could talk to a neighbor if no one home
* What we view are copies of originals

» Families were not asked to spell their name

76

Knowing the Family

* 1790-1840: lists only the name of the head
of the household

* 1850-1870: lists everyone in household,
but not how they are related
Generally, can assume people in same household are
Sfamily

* 1880-1940: relationships listed

77

Using Census Records

* Try and locate the family in each census record,
working backwards in to (1940 to 1930 to 1920, etc.)

* Mistakes/errors are relatively common
— Give leeway when it comes to ages and spellings

* Use occupation to help confirm the identity

* Look at surrounding families as possible relatives and
associates

¢ Blank census forms available from NARA at
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-
forms

78
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Immigration Records

Ship Passenger Records

80

[C-630
Family Name G Name or
CRoTx ' ] QE%§ ]
SUPER. 0
Wd’l&u’l Io

Date of rluarllluuon Mnndhlw Page No.

Date of Arrival

R
Port of Arrival 1p the United States
—

Names, Addresses and Occupatioas of wWitaesses To Naturalization 4
[[TPATRICK CRoT T ¥ FoRDHA # 4
2|CoNSTABLE WEST b"ﬁsTE% co

Naturalization Index- 19t ¢

81
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Irog

- 5607
*" UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA 5

Naturalization Records - 20th ¢

82

Military Records

84
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Probate and Land
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Probate Records - Will
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Probate Boilerplate

* “In the name of God, Amen I [name] of [County] in
[State/Province] being thro’ the abundant mercy and
goodness of God, tho weak in body, yet of a sound
and perfect understanding and memory do constitute
this my Last Will and Testament...”

* “Then came [name 1] and [name 2] the subscribing
witnesses to the Last Will and Testament of [name]
late of [place name] deceased and made under oath on
the Holy Evangels of God that they did see the testor
therein named sign and seal this will....”

88

89

© New England Historic Genealogical
Society, AmericanAncestors.org

30



Building Your Genealogical Skills, 3-Week
Course, FY22

Other Sources of Information

Finding Aids

® Published genealogies
* Town and county histories

o Tax records
o City directories

91

THE THIRD GENERATION
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noted also under Increase Ward (76). In 1736 he was a selectman in
FusLismzo By Grafton, Mass.
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26, 1
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88 Winsuaw Wamp: bors Mey 27, 1680, in Mariborough, Mase, died
Jamuary 9, 1767, ia Southborough, Maao, Ho A (1) 3
3anD of Boston, born about 1681, died April 12, 17-;5 18 Boanoraen,
daughter of Samuel and June (Kéyes) Clevelnd, and granddaughter of
loses Cleveland, from England about 1635.
‘Ho. married (3 October 18, 1758, in Westborough, Mass., Mrs.
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Family Genealogy Books

92

10 WETORY 67 MENCER COSTY.

HISTORY

MERCER COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA.

Tax Homam Famrry,—Jacoh Hommer, a nahve of Germany, and a Revo-
lutionary soldier, was one of the early settlers of West Salem Township. He
grew up in Maryland, and was twice married. His first wife was Mary Siler,
who bore him three sons and four daughters: John, Joseph, Jacob, Polly,
Lena, Susan and Flizabeth. The mother died in Maryland, and he married
Mrs. Hannah (Booth) Schaffer, and with two sons, John and Jacoh, and his
four danghters, by his first marriage, immigrated to Mercer County in 1809
{Joseph remaining in Maryland), where he purchased and settled on a tract of
land partly lying within the present limits of Greenville. Two daughters,
Hannah and Rachel, were born of his second marriage. His eabin stood on
the west side, where Samuel West now lives. The parents both spent the
balanee of their lives on this farm, upon which they were interred. John, the
eldest son, married Catharine Harsh, in Maryland, and after coming to Mercer
located at the Big Bend, in Delaware Township, where his father purchased
him 100 acres. He died there, and his sons stﬂl lwe oo the old homestead
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City Directories
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Review

1. Key Records include
a) Vital Records
b) Census Records
c) Passenger Records
2. May Need Vital Record Substitutes
Church Records
b) Newspapers

a)

3. Census Substitutes

a) City Directories
b) Tax Records

(e}
(03}
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Next Time: Power Online Searching

- AmericanAncestors . Giting the most from

o0 the Big Three

V' FamilvSearch

’ ancestry
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Next Time: How To Organize?
* Organize your research
* Organize your findings
* Organize your files

* Genealogical numbering systems
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Session Roadmap

Homework
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Homework

1. Fill out a 5-generation pedigree chart for your family.

2. Identify three things you would like to know about your family based on your
chart.

3. Create three research questions, keeping in mind that good questions are
about identity, relationships, or events. Anchor each question to a time and a
place and include that information in the question.

4. Complete the table below for the three questions.

Research Question List THREE different records | Where will you find the
that may help answer the record? (What repository?)
question

1.

100

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

101

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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