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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Loyalists and Land Grants in Canada
• Loyalist Records in the UK and Caribbean
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Voice of
Melanie McComb
Genealogist
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Loyalists to Canada
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First Settlement
• On May 18,1783, the first Loyalists, known as 

Tories, arrived in Canada to take refuge in 
Parrtown, Saint John, Nova Scotia (now New 
Brunswick)

• Town was located on the Bay of Fundy, north of 
the border of what is now Maine

• Most refugees came from New York, which was 
under royal control during the Revolutionary War

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



One Year Later
• New Brunswick was created in the unpopulated 

lands (by Europeans) west of the Bay of Fundy

• Created from what was then Nova Scotia
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The City of Saint John
• By 1785, the combined settlements at Parrtown

and Carleton consisted of approximately 14,000 
people

• These settlements formed the first incorporated 
city for British North America, known as City of 
Saint John
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• Shelburne

• Halifax

• Guysborough

• Digby

• Fredericton

• Saint John

• Saint John River Valley

New BrunswickNova Scotia

Where in Canada?
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• Bay of Quinte

• Prince Edward Co.

• Kingston

• Cornwall

• York (Toronto)

• Eastern Townships

Prince Edward Island

QuebecOntario

Where in Canada?

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 10



Passenger Lists
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The Ships to Canada
• Nine transport ships sailed from New York on 

October 19, 1782, and arrived in Annapolis Royal, 
Nova Scotia

• On April 11, 1783, the "Spring" Fleet set sail

• Ships continued to arrive with thousands of 
refugees; ships arrived as late as January 15, 1784
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uelac.ca/loyalist-ships
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uelac.ca/loyalist-ships
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AmericanAncestors.org

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15



AmericanAncestors.org
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History of 
Land Grants
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Land Grant Petitions
• Petitions were submitted that stated whether the 

Loyalist was a soldier or supported the British in 
some other way

• Petitions could be submitted by the children of the 
Loyalist

• If petition was approved, the claimant was 
provided with a ticket with the township and lot # 
of the land they were awarded
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Land Grants – July 1783
• 200 acres allotted to non-commissioned officers of 

Provincial Corps and Associated Loyalists

• 100 acres to private soldiers

• 100 acres to a family head

• 50 acres to each family member or single man
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Land Grants – August 1783
• 1,000 acres to Field Officers in the Loyalist Corps

• 700 acres to Captains

• 500 acres to Subaltern/Staff/Warrant Officers

• 50 acres to family members

• Officers in the Royal Highland Emigrants (84th 
Regiment) received significantly higher portions 
(5,000 for field officers, 3,000 for captains, and 
2,000 acres for lesser ranks)
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Land Grants – 1787
• "General refugees" were granted 200 acres, with 

the increase of 200 acres to each son or daughter
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Land Grants – 1788
• Land grants for the Provincial Corps officers were 

matched with the Royal Highland Emigrants if 
they were classified as "military claimants"

• A military claimant applies to a soldier in the 
British army and its Germanic allies, the Hessians
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Finding Land Grant 
Petitions on the Library 
and Archives of Canada 

(LAC) Website
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www.bac-lac.gc.ca
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Case Study: 
The Parentage of 

Mary Loyst
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Background
• Mary Loyst was b. circa 1794 in Lennox and 

Addington County, Ontario (then called Upper 
Canada)

• She married David Finley Batty about 1815 and 
settled in Haldimand township, Northumberland 
County, Ontario

• Her suspected father was Andrew Loyst, but no 
proof was found confirming this
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www.bac-lac.gc.ca
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www.collectionscanada.gc.ca
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www.collectionscanada.gc.ca
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\www.collectionscanada.gc.ca
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Land Petition of Mary Batty
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Land Petition of Mary Batty (Cont'd)
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Land Petition of Mary Batty (Cont'd)
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Conclusion
• Mary Loyst is the daughter of Andrew Loyst, a 

U.E. Loyalist

• Andrew Loyst is a proven Loyalist in the UELAC 
directory
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Finding Land 
Petitions in Provincial 

Records
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archives.gnb.ca/Archives
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archives.gnb.ca/Archives
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archives.gnb.ca/Archives
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archives.gnb.ca/Archives
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archives.novascotia.ca/landrecords
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archives.novascotia.ca/landrecords
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archives.novascotia.ca/landrecords
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archives.novascotia.ca/landrecords
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Petition of Anthony Stewart and Others, 1783, 
Nova Scotia Archives
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peigs.ca/search-master-name-index
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peigs.ca
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Finding Land Grant 
Records Using 
FamilySearch

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 54



familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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familysearch.org
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QUESTIONS?
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Military Records
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www.bac-lac.gc.ca
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Black Loyalists
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Dunmore Proclamation
• Decreed that any enslaved persons 

who joined the British to fight 
against the American rebels 
would be freed from slavery

• Thousands of enslaved persons 
joined the British forces and 
became known as the Black 
Loyalists

• They were formed into military 
units, such as the Black Pioneers 
and the Ethiopians
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Relocation
• At the conclusion of the Revolutionary War, 

General George Washington demanded that they 
return all American property, including the 
enslaved

• British relocated thousands of ex-slaves outside of 
the United States

• Sir Guy Carleton, commander of British Forces in 
North America, oversaw the evacuation of Black 
Loyalists to British territories including Jamaica, 
London, and Nova Scotia

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 72



"Birch Trials"
• Carleton appointed Samuel Birch to conduct the 

interviews of Black Loyalists

• From April to November 1783 on each Wednesday at 
noon, Birch would conduct the "Birch Trials" at 
Fraunces Tavern in Manhattan, New York

• The Black loyalists would identify themselves, their 
former masters, and provide information about their 
service to the crown during the war

• If Birch deemed their statements truthful, they were 
awarded a certificate of freedom (known as a Birch 
certificate)
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Birch Certificate, Cato Ramsay, 1783, 
Maryland Loyalist Project
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Major Settlements
• Birchtown (near Shelburne)

• Brindley (near Digby)

• Negro Line (now Southville, Digby County)

• Old Tracadie Road (Guysborough County)

• Preston
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Muster Book of Free Black, 
Settlement of Birchtown
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Birchtown Settlement
• In September 1783, the colonial government 

finally awarded land to Black Loyalists

• Seven companies of pioneers went to the new 
settlement, called Birchtown

• The population ranged from 1,500 to 2,000, which 
was more than half of the Black Loyalists in Nova 
Scotia

• The settlement was proved to be unsuitable; land 
was mostly rocky barren soil
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The Colony of Sierra Leone
• Established in 1786 by the British Committee for 

the Relief of the Black Poor

• "The Province of Freedom" - a permanent home 
for impoverished Blacks that were under the 
protection of the British crown and Royal Navy

• In 1787, the first group of about 400 men and 
women arrived from Great Britain
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Leaving Nova Scotia
• In 1791, Thomas Peters went to London to lodge a 

complaint about the injustices faced by the Black 
Loyalists

• Peters met with the chairman of the Sierra Leone 
Company and negotiated free passage for 1,200 Black 
Nova Scotian residents to resettle in Sierra Leone on 
the west coast of Africa

• The emigrants sailed from Halifax for Sierra Leone 
on 15 January 1792 to establish the Freetown Colony

• Approximately 50 families remained and moved to 
Halifax and other cities
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archives.novascotia.ca
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archives.novascotia.ca

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 85



Certificate of Freedom, Thomas and Hannah Williams, 
1781, Commissioner of Public Records Nova Scotia 
Archives RG 1 volume 170 page 333 (microfilm 15282)
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blackloyalist.com
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collections.carli.illinois.edu/digital/collection/uic_sierra
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Other Canadian 
Resources

Class 3: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 89



loyalist.lib.unb.ca/home
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loyalist.lib.unb.ca
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loyalist.lib.unb.ca
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uelac.ca/loyalist-directory
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uelac.ca/loyalist-directory
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uelac.ca/loyalist-directory
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QUESTIONS?
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Loyalists to Great 
Britain
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Audit Office – (AO-3/276)
• Series consists of four volumes of pensions paid out to American 

Loyalists and others seeking refuge in Great Britain

• Each list contains the names of persons who will receive the pension 
or allowance, the period for the pension or allowance, and the amount

• The typical period was one year, however, there were exceptions

• Widows and children were included in the allowances

• Records are held at the National Archives in Kew, England; not 
currently digitized
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AO 12 and 13
• As discussed in Class 2, claims for or against 

giving compensation incurred during the 
Revolutionary War

• Ancestry.com database: "UK, American Loyalist 
Claims, 1776-1835"
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WO 42
• Officers' Birth Certificates, Wills, and Personal 

Papers
– Applications for pensions or benefits for widows 

and children contain vital records (birth, baptism, 
marriage, and death), probate records, and other 
personal papers of officers who died between 1776 
and 1881

– Original records at the National Archives in Kew, 
England; digitized on Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Tip
Use the arrow keys to look 
at all pages of a file. Not all 
documents were indexed!
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Ancestry.com
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Affidavit of Annie Parker, Simeon Jones Widow's 
Pension, Ancestry.com
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WO 97 and 120
• Royal Hospital Chelsea Pensioner Registers and 

Service Records

• Royal Hospital Chelsea served as the administrative 
office for the British army and distributed pensions 
to British soldiers since the 1680s
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Royal Hospital Chelsea Pension Service 
Documents, Richard Jones, Ancestry.com
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Statement of Service, Richard Jones, Royal Hospital 
Chelsea Service Record, Ancestry.com

Service years are during and 
after the Revolutionary War
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Probate Records
• There were over 300 church probate courts based on a 

hierarchy of jurisdiction and importance

• Prerogative Court of Canterbury and York and 
the Episcopal Consistory Court of London are the 
likely places where you will find probate filed

• These courts would be used for those with wealth as 
well as those that died overseas
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Loyalists to the 
Caribbean
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Bahamas
• According to a report presented to the 

Bahamas House of Assembly in 1789, 1,200 Whites 
and 3,600 Blacks arrived between 1784 and 1785

• Around 2,000 Loyalists and their enslaved servants 
arrived between 1783 and 1789

• The enslaved were listed as "servants" to help avoid 
possible claims issues with the United States
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familysearch.org
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Crown Land Grant to William Gamble, 
Bahamas, 22 Nov. 1788
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Jamaica
• Most Loyalists came from Georgia, North and 

South Carolina, and Virginia

• They departed from the cities of Charlestown and 
Savannah

• There were 3,000 Loyalists who took 8,000 
enslaved persons to Jamaica
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Review
1. Researching the land grants of your Loyalist 
ancestors will help you learn their approximate 
arrival in Canada, their families, and 
sometimes their origins in the United States

2. Military records should be examined for 
extended service for the British crown during 
their residence in Canada and elsewhere

3. Multiple repositories house Loyalist records 
that should be consulted. Remember not 
everything is online!
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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