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May 11, 2022

Class 2: Finding Loyalists in U.S. Records

Researching Loyalist 
Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Loyalist Muster Rolls
• Confiscations
• Loyalist Claims
• Prisoners
• Town Records

• Newspapers
• Published Town Histories

and Diaries
• Study Projects
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Record-by-Record

Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Finding Loyalist in U.S. Records
• Loyalist Muster Rolls

• Confiscations

• Loyalist Claims

• Prisoners

• Town Records

• Newspapers

• Published Town Histories 
and Diaries

• Study Projects

Loyalist 
Muster Rolls
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www.royalprovincial.com/military/milit.htm

www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.htm

www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.htm
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www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.htm

www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.htm

www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.htm 
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www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.htm

Ward Chipman Fonds (MG 23 D1)
• Ward Chipman (1754-1824): a lawyer, judge and Loyalist

• Chipman settled in Nova Scotia in July 1783; with the 
creation of New Brunswick in 1784, he was appointed 
Solicitor General of the new province

• Ward Chipman Papers (MG 23 D1) covers the years 1751 to 
1844
– Business records and papers relating to the Loyalists and to 

the boundary commissions

• Records refer to Loyalists who eventually settled in New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island; include 
some muster rolls of soldiers of British regiments and black 
members (slaves or free individuals) of Loyalist regiments

Ward Chipman Fonds (MG 23 D1)
• Database provides access to over 19,000 references to 

the Muster Master's office sub-series (1777–1785), 
contained in volumes 24 to 27 of the Ward 
Chipman fonds held at Library and Archives Canada
(LAC)

• Abstract, Account, Casualty returns, 
Correspondence, Land grant, Muster rolls, Provision 
lists, Return of prisoners, Return of settlers
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www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman

www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman

www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman
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www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman

https://ww.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/mili

tary-
heritage/loyalists/loyalists-

ward-chipman 
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Carelton Papers 
Loyalist and British Soldiers 1772-1784

• British Headquarters Papers, New York (also known as 
the Carleton Papers)

• A collection of records kept by commanders-in-chief 
of the British Army in North America during the 
American Revolution

• Over 30,000 pages offer details of the military service, 
sufferings and forced emigration of Loyalists who 
"were banished, had their property confiscated and 
lived under laws of proscription because they had 
adhered to a lost cause."

Carelton Papers 
Loyalist and British Soldiers 1772-1784

• The original British Headquarters Papers, New 
York are preserved at the National Archives in 
England

• Library and Archives Canada owns a microfilm 
copy of the Carleton Papers (microfilms M–343 to 
M–369), which are not digitized and must be 
viewed at the archives
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www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784

www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784
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Tip
"Adopt the Regiment"

FAN Approach

QUESTIONS?

Confiscations
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E. Alfred Jones, The Loyalists of Massachusetts (1930)

E. Alfred Jones, The Loyalists of Massachusetts (1930)
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https://infoweb-newsbank-com

Laura P. Hulsander, NY Loyalist Confiscations

Hassam, The Confiscated Estates of Boston Loyalists (1895)
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Hassam, The Confiscated Estates of Boston Loyalists (1895)

Suffolk County Deeds – 132:202

www.familysearch.org/search/catalog

www.familysearch.org/search/catalog
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www.familysearch.org/search/catalog

www.familysearch.org

www.familysearch.org
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E. Alfred Jones, The Loyalists of Massachusetts 
(1930)

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/5368/

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/5368/
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www.fold3.com/publication/468/revolutionary-war-prize-cases-captured-vessels

www.fold3.com/publication/468/revolutionary-war-prize-cases-captured-vessels

Loyalist Claims
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American Loyalist Claims
• Records often include evidence and "memorials" 

given by witnesses about a Loyalists Claim

• List of losses of both land and personal 
possessions

• Associated documents relating to the claim are 
also provided

Genealogical Details
• Name of the person or family affected for the 

purpose of the claim

• Residence(s) of the individual or family

• Financial estimates of their losses

• Actual documents to support the claim

• Details of the Loyalist’s life in America 
before, during, and after the Revolutionary War

Audit Office – (AO-12)
• This series consists of fifty-six volumes of claims 

for or against giving compensation

• Claims were judged on the circumstances of the 
claimant and included the arguments for or 
against the claim being awarded by the 
commissioners
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Tip
AO-12 is consolidated and easy to read, 
however, these volumes are abstracted; 
AO-13 that contain the original documents.

Audit Office – (AO-13)
• Original papers for the actual claims in a collection of 

141 boxes

• Contain the memorial by the claimant or their 
representative

• Includes various certificates and documents relating 
to the claim including wills, deeds, and valuations 
of seized property

• Claims were judged on the circumstances of the 
claimant and included the arguments for or against 
the claim being awarded by the commissioners

American Loyalist Claims
• American Loyalist Claims, 1776–1835 (AO 12–13)

The National Archives of the United Kingdom, at 
Kew, Surrey, England.
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www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/
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Prisoners

Pennsylvania Archives Series

POW records at NARA
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www.Fold3.com

Tip
When Searching use 
"Tory" and "Loyalist"

www.Fold3.com
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Loyalist Army Prisoners to Philadelphia

Prisoners of Butlers Rangers

Loyalist Prisoners taken (1776)
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QUESTIONS?

Town Records

Boston Selectmen's Minutes from 1776 through 1786
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Boston Selectmen's Minutes from 1776 through 1786

Boston Selectmen's Minutes from 1776 through 1786

www.FamilySearch.org
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Newspaper Accounts

www.AmericanAncestors.org

www.AmericanAncestors.org
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www.AmericanAncestors.org

https://infoweb-newsbank-com

https://infoweb-newsbank-com
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https://infoweb-newsbank-com

https://infoweb-newsbank-com

https://infoweb-newsbank-com
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https://infoweb-newsbank-com

https://infoweb-newsbank-com

Published 
Town Histories 

and Diaries
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Daniel T. V. Huntoon, History of Canton (1893)

Daniel T. V. Huntoon, History of Canton (1893)

Diaries
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Rev. William Clark (1740-1815)

www.AmericanAncestors.org

Rev. William Clark (1740-1815)
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Rev. William Clark (1740-1815)

AO 13/73 - Ancestry.com

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
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Worldcat.org 

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/23194/

Study Projects

94

95

96

Class 2: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



5/9/2022

33

Divided Hearts Mass. Loyalists 1765-1790

www.AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/80/massachusetts-divided-hearts-
massachusetts-loyalists-1765-1790

www.AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/80/massachusetts-divided-hearts-
massachusetts-loyalists-1765-1790

97

98

99

Class 2: Researching Loyalist Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



5/9/2022

34

E. Alfred Jones, The Loyalists of Massachusetts (1930)

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/
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www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/

E. Alfred Jones, The Loyalists of Massachusetts (1930)

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/
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Archive.org

Archive.org

Rev. Jeremiah Leaming
(1717-1804)
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Weiss, Colonial Clergy and Colonial Churches of 
New England (1977)

Yale Class of 1745

"During this period he 
appeared in print repetedly in 
defence of church principles, 
and as the Revolution 
approached was identified 
with the loyalist party"

Yale Class of 1745
“In 1776 he was taken from his bed in an inclement 
wintry night, and lodged in the county jail as a tory, 
with the consequence of a severe cold, which settled 
in his hip and made him a cripple for the rest of his 
life.”

In 1779 the British invade Fairfield County, and he 
“lost all his personal property, furniture, books and 
papers, while he was himself taken by the invaders to 
New York City.”
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John W. Tyler, Connecticut Loyalists (1977)

www.amphilsoc.org/blog/announcing-maryland-loyalism-project

Conclusions
• Loyalist research is a 

combination of manuscript, 
published, and online research

• Muster Rolls for many Loyalist 
troops are online; Remember 
to “Adopt the Regiment” for 
FAN research

• Study projects of the 19th and 
20th century may not be as 
precise with sources

• Not all Loyalists fled to Canada 
or England
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-loyalist-ancestors-2022

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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