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What is the census?
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U.S. Federal Census

* Authorized by Article 1, Section 2, of the U.S.
Constitution to make an accurate count of the U.S.
population for representative purposes (1787)

 Taken every ten years-
— It enumeration- 2 August 1790
— The 1950 census (last available census)-1 April 1950
— The last census- 1 April 2020
— Next census to become available- 1 April 2032

* Began under the jurisdiction of U.S. State Department
(1790-1840); currently, under the U.S. Census Bureau
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Purpose

* Apportionment- 435 seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives divided among the 50 states,
based on the state population

* Redistricting- The results are used to adjust or
redraw electoral districts based on where
populations have increased or decreased

* Federal Funding and Policy-It helps communities
get its fair share for schools, hospitals, roads, and
public works

Technology

* Radios: 1930, 1940,
1950, 1960, 1970

¢ Television Sets: 1950,
1960, 1970

¢ Telephone: 1960, 1970,
1980, 1990, 2000

* Air Conditioning: 1960,
1970, 1980

Depending on the census year, a
schedule can reveal...

* Name * Year of immigration

* Age * Naturalization status

* Relationships * Veteran status

* Place of birth ¢ Education level

* Parents’ place of birth * Occupation

* Marital status * Income level

* No. of children born * Value of real estate
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How did the
government organize
the enumeration of

the census?

Federal Project

* Organized hierarchy

* Enumerator training

* Written instructions
— Prepared forms (1830 and after)

* Planned conservation and maintenance

* Reporting and data

11

Organized Hierarchy
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1790-1840

Congress

State

Departmentl

Courts
Federal Judge|
Marshall
T T T

Assistant Assistant Assistant Assistant
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1850-1870

Congress

U.S. Census
Office

Sec. of State

Marshall

Assistant Assistant Assistant Assistant

Enumerator Enumerator Enumerator Enumerator
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1880-1950

Congress

Article 1, Section 2

U.S. Census

Office

Marshall

l Enumerator l Enumerator Enumerator l Enumerator
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Enumerator Training

Early Training

17

Modern Enumerator Training

TECHNICAL TRAINING PROGRAM-1350 CENSUS

INSTRUCTORS
8CHOOL.

CHIEF INSTRUCTORS
SCHOOL

|4o,och
ENUMERATORS
NOT MORE THAN
5,000 FRAINIV

LOCATIONS

CHF ISTRUCTORS

' ,,‘Lﬂ L :
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Instructions
* Assigned area (Enumeration District)
* When to start enumeration (Census Day)
* What form to use
* Questions to ask
* How to enumerate information
* How to submit information
20
Assigned Area
o 1 790_ 1 870_ 1940 Census Enumeration District Maps = [llinois - Clark County - ED 12-1 - ED 12-21
enumerators were ]
assigned a specific
division, usually
town, city, or county
¢ 1880-present-
enumerators were
assigned an
enumeration district
21
7
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Enumeration District Maps

* National Archives and Records Administration
— Physical (1880-1990)
— https://catalog.archives.gov/ (20t century)

* FamilySearch.org (20 century)

* Ancestry.com (20t century)

5/31/2022

22

When to start?

* Enumeration Day

to record the data.

* Census Day-
— Date established by the US Government as the
benchmark for households when answering a
census question.

— Date that the census taker arrived at the front door

23

Census Day

2 August 6 August 7 August 1June

1790- (1810 1830- 1930-
1800 1900 2020

15 April 1January 1 April

24
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QUESTIONS?

Population Schedule
1790-1820 1830-1950

27
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Non-Population Schedules
* Agriculture Schedules

* Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent Classes

* Indian Censuses

¢ Industry and Manufacturing
* Mortality Schedules

« Slave Schedules

* Social Statistics Schedules

¢ Veterans Schedules

28

Specific Forms

recerved Tuly 31 30,

7% in the County of

1880 Mortality Schedule, Deer Lodge, MT

29

Questions to Ask

* Name

* Relationship to the head of household

 Profession, occupation, or trade

* Nature of industry

* Place of birth
* Married within the year

* Can speak English

* Person sick on the day of enumeration

* And many more....

30

10
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Resources

* The Census Book: Facts, Schedules ¢ Worksheets for the U.S.
Federal Censuses by William Dollarhide

* Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Censuses, 1790-1920 by William
Dollarhide and William Thorndale

* Portable Genealogist: Using the Federal Census: 1790-1840
and Using the Federal Census 1850-1950 by Lindsay Fulton

* FamilySearch wiki
* Ancestry.com

* United States Census Bureau- census.gov/history

31

caiisiis

jin this Section: "
Index of Questions
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United States Census 1920

s % U5 Census + 1920 Census

Censtis
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s
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Indexes and Images

heduled to bacoma 3

familysearch.org/wiki
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5ancestry  Home  Tree: arch DNA  Help  Ex HieanExpert @° @ () new englana ni

Census Forms

Census extraction forms.are doub
the fo

ot only de they allow researchers to see
s 5 f the schedules
Lean and convenient method for

themselves are hard ta read), they also pro
extracting and filing impartant informatian y

US Census Forms

s 1790 Census US 1800 Cansus US 1810 Census

Other Charts & Forms

Ancestral Chart
Allows youte record the ancestors
from whom you diectly descend.
Research Calendar

Gives an account of every recard

seurce you have searched.

Research Extract

Summarizes information which may be|
time-cansuming or Gificultto reresd
quickly.

Correspandence Record

Helps you keep track of those with
whom you have corresponded

Family Group Sheet

Enables youto comile complete,
correct and connect families.

ancestry.com census-forms
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Information
* 1790-1840

— 1790 instructions survive

e 1850-2020

* Frequently asked questions
* Common mistakes
* Clarification

Procedure to Enumerate

— General guidelines provided by the Marshall

— Specific instructions given to each assistant

35

busingss "Rat Packs.”

Retum next morih to
use consus data and
fecords tolam more

Unied Statos and
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e it
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census.gov/history
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In this Section: .
Census Instructions

37

Ninth census, Uniled States. 1870

Names of such s were temporarily abeent on the lst day

9

of June, 1870, The uame of any membes of the fasily who may
hava died hetween the Ist day of June, 18

2 tho columa, and e full
first, or eharacteristic christian or “given” same of each member
of the family in order therealter. So long as the family semé
remains the sme for the e t need not bo repeated,
provided a clear borizontal line be drawn ia the place it would

lizabetb.
Place of Abode.—By “Place of Abods” is meant the house or

census.gov/history/pdf/1870instructions-2.pdf

38

How to Walk Down the Street

Urban

NoxTs
Startisg peist

o
i
et oo Rural

worn 1

wisr | 3 Hope place

i
F
£

Light lines to be
made by enu. —
merator

39
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First Cal

Not home?

nvasing

Second Attempt

1950 U.S. Federal Census, Carroll Co., MS
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On Vacation?
ot | | Bty =
= il
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1950 U.S. Federal Census, Monroe, Co., FL
43
Individual Census Reports
44
Duplicates?
Boston, MA New York City
: oottt e LT i Y 7,
45
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Tip
Doesn’t make sense?
Check the census
instructions

QUESTIONS?

Submitting
information

16
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1790-1820

Schedule
filed w/

court

Original
Schedule

. original One of the N
Assistant Enumeration Schedules g Marshall

Copy of th
cgr‘:;nal . g Statistical
hedul : report filed
SO w/ SOS or
POTUS

On May 28, 1830, clerk of courts directed to transmit
the 1790-1820 censuses to Department of State
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Extant Records

YEAR 'STATES WITH EXISTING RECORDS

Allogany; Carert, So sl ost of Dorclester C N.C. (except Caswell,
NY

rsc

). N.H. NY. Pa. RL SC. V. (cemsus year s 1791)

1800 Conn, DXC. (ML side owly, lot for V. side), Ga. (Ogletharpe Cousnty only), Del, Maine (except part of York County),
Mass. (except County) Md. (excep “ounty, outside Baitimore), N.C., N.H. o

bertand C i), NLY, Obio, (W County only), Pa R.1, S.C.

1810

part of Ofond County), Mass. M N.H., N.Y. fexcept

Vashinglon County only). N.C. (except Craver, Greerte, New Hanover,
d aml some of Grainger Couniles only), Va. (except Alexandria, Gray
. ames City, King, Williamn, Lee, Loutsa, Meckiemburg, Nansemond, Orange, Patrick,
Vi, W:Va. (cacept Cabell, Greenbricr, Handy, and Tazewell Counties)

1820

Del., Ga. except Franklin, Rabun, Tiwiggs, and some of Columbia Counties
La., Maine (except parf of Washingfon County), Mass., Md., Mich., Miss,
omigomery, Randoiph, and Wake Ce H.

Counties), N.Y, Pa, RL, S.C., Tenn. (except for Anderson, Bledsoe, Blount, Campbell, Carter, Clairborne, Cocke, Grainger,
Greenc, Hamilton, Hawkins, efferson, Knaz, McMinn, Marion, Monroe, Morgan, Rhea, Roane, Sevier, Sullivan, and

Ind. except Daviess
C. {except Currituck, Frankiin,
il st of St

Wsshington Countics), Va., Vi, W-Va., ¥
1830 Ala.

Ga, L, Ind., Ky L.
ch., M

Prince Gearge’s Queen
NH,NLNY,C

Pa, R1,5C. Te . WVa., Wi

1800 Ala. Ark, Conn. D.C, Del, Fla. Ga, 1L, Ind., Towa, Ky, L., Maine, Md., Mass., Mich., Minn,, Miss, Mo N.C.N.H.,

N NY, Ohio, Pa, R1, 5.C, Tenn., Va., Vi, W¥a,, Wi

51
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1830- 1840

One

schedule
filed w/
court

. Original
Assistant > Enum‘zmmn g Marshall g Court

\ one
gl schedule

sent to SOS

Pre-printed forms distributed
to assistants

5/31/2022
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One schedule
1850-1870 g

centralized

Census Office

State/territorial

One schedule
N Original 5 County filed w/

Assistant
Enumeration Courthouse state/territorial

One schedule
filed w/ County
Courthouse

Centralized Census Office
established

53

1880

Copy of the
schedule sent
to Census
Office

. Enumeration
q Original

Assistant —— Sinel —_— District
Enumeration 3

Supervisor

Original

\ Enumeration
“ filed w/

county court

U.S. Census Office assumed
complete control over
enumeration

54
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1890-1950

. Original Enumeration Centralized
Assistant N : i > District > Census
nEmeEration Supervisor Office

1921 fire destroyed the majority of
the 1890 schedules

55

Known 1890 Records Remaining After
the 1921 Fire

KNOWN 1890 RECORDS REMAINING AFTER THE 1921 FIRE

Ala.: Part of Perry County

Ga.: Part of Muscogee County and all of Washington County
I1L: Part of McDonogh County

Minn.: Part of Wright County

N.Y.: Parts of Suffolk and Westchester Counties

N.C.: Parts of Gaston and Cleveland Counties

Ohio: Parts of Hamilton and Clinton Counties

S.Dak.: All of Union County

Texas: Some of Ellis County and all of Hood, Kaufman, Rusk, and Trinity
Counties

56

How does this affect
research?

19
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1860 U.S. Census-Washington Co, Maine
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One schedule
1850-1870
centralized
Census Office

\

State/territorial
508

4
- N One schedule
Assistant M original . County filed w/
Enumeration Courthouse state/territorial
S0S

One schedule
filed w/ County
Courthouse

Centralized Census Office
established

5/31/2022
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v

Look at the first and

last page of the
enumeration

U.S. Federal Census-1810

217

£ E N5 U:S v

o L
v

63
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How to Find Unknown Copies
* Examine county court records
* Ask local historical societies and libraries

 Search collections on Archive Grid

5/31/2022

64

EEE ARCHIVEGRID

FIND ARCHIVES NEAR YOU

ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

+ o/ g
kit

VL = e

LOOKING FOR DIGITAL CONTENT?

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

65
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. Federal Census Salem, MA

66

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

22



Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

Review
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How was the U.S. Census enumerated and
organized?

a) Hierarchy
b) Enumerator Training

¢) Written Instructions
. Enumeration Districts

1
2. Census Day
3. Questions

4. Procedures
5. Submission

d) Prepared Forms

e) Planned Conservation and
Maintenance

f) Reporting and Data

AR LR L AN N R

)]
~N

How does this affect research?

Pros Cons

* Organized * Mistakes due to human

loppi
«  Allin one place error and sloppiness

* Too many cooks

* Predictable

68

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist

AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANKYOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

NEw ENGLAND HisTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2022
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