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Class 1: Makipg the‘Mogt of the US Federal Census

OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

* Purpose of the U.S. Federal Census
« How was it organized?
* How does this affect our research?

Q&A (30 mins.)
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What s the census?
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U.S. Federal Census

* Authorized by Article 1, Section 2, of the U.S.
Constitution to make an accurate count of the U.S.
population for representative purposes (1787)

* Taken every ten years-
— 1%t enumeration- 2 August 1790
— The 1950 census (last available census)-1 April 1950
— The last census- 1 April 2020
— Next census to become available- 1 April 2032

* Began under the jurisdiction of U.S. State Department
(1790-1840); currently, under the U.S. Census Bureau
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Purpose

* Apportionment- 435 seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives divided among the 50 states,
based on the state population

* Redistricting- The results are used to adjust or
redraw electoral districts based on where
populations have increased or decreased

* Federal Funding and Policy-It helps communities
get its fair share for schools, hospitals, roads, and
public works
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Technology

e Radios: 1930, 1940,

1950, 1960, 1970

e Television Sets: 1950,
1960, 1970

* Telephone: 1960, 1970,
1980, 1990, 2000

 Air Conditioning: 1960,
1970, 1980

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

Depending on the census year, a
schedule can reveal...

* Name * Year of immigration
* Age * Naturalization status
* Relationships * Veteran status

* Place of birth * Education level

* Parents’ place of birth * Occupation

* Marital status * Income level

e No. of children born e Value of real estate
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government organize
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the census?
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Federal Project
* Organized hierarchy

* Enumerator training

* Written instructions
— Prepared forms (1830 and after)

e Planned conservation and maintenance

* Reporting and data
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Organized Hierarchy
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Congress

Article 1, Section 2

Sec. of State|

Federal Judge

Enumerator

|
| | |
l Enumerator I l Enumerator I l Enumerator I

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 13




Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

Congress

Article 1, Section2

U.S. Census

Office
Est. 1850

]

Sec. of State

State or Territory

r

Lead Enumerator

|
| | |
l Enumerator I l Enumerator I l Enumerator I

Enumerator
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1880-1950

Congress

Article 1, Section 2

U.S. Census

O)iilels
Est. 1850

Lead Enumerator

|
| | I
l Enumerator | l Enumerator | l Enumerator |
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Enumerator Training

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

Early Training

Lead Enumerator

Enumerator

I I I
H Enumerator | H Enumerator | H Enumerator |
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Modern Enumerator Training
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Written Instructions
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Instructions

* Assigned area (Enumeration District)

* When to start enumeration (Census Day)

e What form to use
* Questions to ask
e How to enumerate information

e How to submit information
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Assigned Area

* 1790-1870- 1940 Census Enumeraton Distict Maps - linos - Clack County - ED 12-1 ED 12-21
enumerators were |
assigned a specific
division, usually
town, city, or county

* 1880-present-

%\ )

enumerators Were EDIL1'2—1t;1‘r(‘jur\gl‘1L}ZDlL1‘;; 5 =

1-2

assigned an
enumeration district
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Enumeration District Maps

 National Archives and Records Administration
— Physical (1880-1990)
— https://catalog.archives.gov/ (20 century)

 FamilySearch.org (20™ century)

e Ancestry.com (20" century)
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When to start?

* Enumeration Day

— Date that the census taker arrived at the front door
to record the data.

* Census Day-

— Date established by the US Government as the
benchmark for households when answering a
census question.
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Census Day

1830- {1910 1920 1930-
1900 2020

2 August 6 August 7 August 1June 15 April 1January 1 April
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1870 Census-Bedford, TN
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QUESTIONS?
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Population Schedule
1790-1820
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Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

Non-Population Schedules

* Agriculture Schedules

* Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent Classes
* Indian Censuses

* Industry and Manufacturing

* Mortality Schedules

* Slave Schedules

* Social Statistics Schedules

e Veterans Schedules
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Resources

* The Census Book: Facts, Schedules & Worksheets for the U.S.
Federal Censuses by William Dollarhide

* Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Censuses, 1790-1920 by William
Dollarhide and William Thorndale

* Portable Genealogist: Using the Federal Census: 1790-1840
and Using the Federal Census 1850-1950 by Lindsay Fulton

* FamilySearch wiki
* Ancestry.com

 United States Census Bureau- census.gov/history

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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United States*

Census

— Bureau

History Main

In this Section:

2020

2010

2000

1990 (Housing)
1990 (Population)
1980 (Housing)
1980 (Population)
1970 (Housing)
1970 (Population)
1960 (Housing)
1960 (Population)
1950 (Housing)
1950 (Population)
1940 (Housing)
1940 (Population)
1930

1920

1910

1900

Agency History ~ f Innovations ~ J] Programs ~ f| Through the Decades v J| Genealogy ~ [ Reference ~ [| Home Page Archive ~

Index of Questions

The first censuses counted the population and provided information on
population by county. In 1790, the census also categorized white males by
age: those under age 16 and those age 16 and older. Over the years,
Congress has authorized additional questions, enabling us to better
understand the nation's inhabitants and their activities and needs. In fact,
one of the nation's founders, James Madison, suggested that the census
takers ask additional questions that would help lawmakers better
understand the needs of the nation.

For example, the 1810 Census also collected economic data (on the
quantity and value of manufactured goods). In 1850, the census began
collecting "social statistics" (information about taxes, education, crime,
and value of estate, etc.) and mortality data. In 1940, additional questions
were asked of a sample of the population, including questions on internal
migration, veteran status, and the number of children ever born to women.
These questions helped society understand the impact of the Great
Depression.

Through the decades, the census has collected data on race, ancestry,
education, health, housing, and transportation. An examination of the
questions asked during each census illustrates changes in our nation's
understanding of race, the impact of immigration, growth of the Hispanic
population, and computer usage. As a result of the census's evolution, the constitutionally mandated census has grown to provide important
information about the U.S. population and its housing. Coupled with data from the economic and government censuses and demographic and
economic surveys, the U.S. Census Bureau provides governments, scholars, planners, businesses, and individuals the data they need to build
schools, plan highways, open businesses, and distribute the billions of dollars in federal spending that sustains a growing population.

census.gov/history
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United States Census 1920

United States = U.S. Census = 1920 Census

Contents [hide]
Indexes and Images
Content
Value

United States®
Unique Features and Problems C

States and Territories Covered e ns u S

Missing Records eassssssss—— Bureau
Where to Find the Records
Websites

References

O oOoNGOUhE WNBK-

Indexes and Images |edit | edit source ]

For an article about 1920 censuses scheduled to become available for free online at FamilySearch Historical Record
Collections see the U.S. Census Population Schedules, 1920 Wiki page. Ancestry.com (subscription site) has indexes and
images of all 1920 federal censuses. HeritageQuestOnline.com (subscription site) has images of all 1920 federal
censuses. A Soundex index for each state is also available on microfilm.

For details, see individual state census Wiki pages. For tips if the first census index search does not work, see the United
States Census Searching Wiki page.

A free Internet index to the 1920 United States Census can be viewed at FamilySearch# . This index includes every :"'f-% %
name listed on the census. Index includes the name, residence, estimated birth year, age in years, birth place, e =

. . . . . . NATIONA
relationship to head of house, gender, race or color, marital status, father birth place, mother birth place, film number, ARCHIVES

familysearch.org/wiki
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<plancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Extras(d HireanExpert & n New England His

Census Forms

Census extraction forms are doubly valuable: not only do they allow researchers to see Other Charts & Forms
the format and column headings for various census years (especially if the schedules
themselves are hard to read), they also provide a clean and convenient method for Ancestral Chart
extracting and filing important information you find. Allows you to record the ancestors
from whom you directly descend.
Research Calendar
Gives an account of every record

US Census Forms source you have searched.

Research Extract

Summarizes information which may be
time-consuming or difficult to reread

quickly.
Correspondence Record

US 1790 Census US 1800 Census US 1810 Census ;
Helps you keep track of those with

Download Download Download

whom you have corresponded.

el e el -~ = Family Group Sheet

= ?'.“} ada LG e ::..1<‘<---t|-|‘1 Adedeiid ! e 8 50 s s a4 . 558 .

e Enables you to compile complete,
cinin s 1 (A ot U N correct and connect families.

Saurce Summarv

ancestry.com/cs/census-forms
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Procedure to Enumerate

Information
e 1790-1840

— General guidelines provided by the Marshall

— 1790 instructions survive

* 1850-2020

— Specific instructions given to each assistant
* Frequently asked questions
* Common mistakes

e (Clarification

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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United States®

Census

— Bureau

You are here: Census.gov » History

History

History Main Q Agency History ~ J Innovations ~ jj Programs ~ Jj Through the Decades ~ j Genealogy ~ ] Reference ~

Fast Facts

Overview
Looking for last month's \ QUG e IS0
Questionnaires

Coming Soon! . )
9 -ensus? Visit our Home Page Archive!

Census Instructions
U.S. Census Bureau History: The 19 g Ulsaster

On May 6, 1937, the rigid German
airship Hindenburg arrived at its
Lakehurst, NJ, Naval Air Station
destination after departing
Frankfurt, Germany 3 days earlier.
A crowded landing field of
newspaper and radio journalists,
film and still camera people,
family, friends, and ground crew
waited for the airship despite
arriving hours behind schedule.
As the Hindenburg prepared to
dock with its mooring mast, it
suddenly burst into flames forcing
passengers and crew to jump
from windows to escape the
inferno. In seconds, the airship

In the decade before
the Hindenburg
disaster, aviators made
the first solo airplane
flights between the
United States and
Europe.

Entertainers Humphrey
Bogart, Lauren Bacall,
Frank Sinatra, Judy
Garland, Joey Bishop,
Sammy Davis, Jr.,
were members of show
business "Rat Packs."

On May 21, 19827,
Charles Lindbergh

berama tha firet nilnt tn

Return next month to
use census data and
records to learn more
about the "Rat Packs"

A o thas bhalmad

CC |s this page helpful? X

v KN

census.gov/history
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c United States®

ensus

e Bureau

History

Programs ~ § Through the Decades ~ Q§ Genealogy ~ j] Reference Home Page Archive ~

In this Section: .
Census Instructions

m 2020 Instructions

= 2010 Instructions The decennial census has always required a large workforce to visit and
collect data from households. Between 1790 to 1870, the duty of
collecting census data fell upon the U.S. Marshals. A March 3, 1879 act
m 1990 Instructions replaced the U.S. Marshals with specially hired and trained census-
takers to conduct the 1880 and subsequent censuses.

® 2000 Instructions

® 1980 Instructions

= 1950 Instructions During the early censuses, U.S. Marshalls received little training or

) instruction on how to collect census data. In fact, it was not until 1830
m 1940 Instructions that marshals even received printed shedules on which to record
® 1930 Instructions households' responses. The marshals often received limited instruction

from the census acts passed prior to each census.
® 1920 Instructions o . . .
Beginning with the 1880 census, specially hired and trained census-

® 1910 Instructions takers replaced the U.S. marshals. Door-to-door census by temporary

® 1900 Instructions census-takers was the primary method of conducting the census until the S View larger imag
, U.S. Census Bureau began mailing questionnaires to households in Goliecting information from a Winnebago Indian family
= 1890 Instructions 1960 during the 1910 census

L] i . . . . .
1880 Instructions As more and more households received and returned their questionnaires by mail, the role of census-taker changed. Today, the

= 1870 Instructions majority of households are counted by mailed questionnaires. Census-takers visit places frequented by transient households

(shelters and soup kitchens, campsites, etc.) and households that do not return their mailed questionnaires (during the

"Nonresponse Follow-Up" phase of the census). As a result, the "Instructions to Enumerators” provided here include the

m 1850 Instructions congressional acts U.S. marshalls reviewed during the early census, specially-published instructions for door-to-door census, and Is this page¢
lastly, guides used for the limited number of personal interviews conducted during nonresponse follow-up operations. ﬁ Yes

® 1860 Instructions

m 1790 Instructions

census.gov/history
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Ninth census, United States. 1870 —  100% + =1 OD

there 1s.a family in the meaning of the law.

Names of Individuals.—In column 3 will be entered the Name
of every person in each family, of whatever age, including the
Names of such as were temporarily absent on the Ist day

9

of June, 1870. The name of any member of the family who may
have died between the 1st day of June, 1870, and the day of the
Assistant Marshal’s visit is to be entered, and the person fully
described, as if living; put the name of any person born during
that period is to be omitted. The name of the father, mother, or
other ostensible head of the family (in the case of hotels, jails,
&c., the landlord, jailor, &c.) is to be entered first of the family.
The family name is to be written first in the column, and the full
first, or characteristic christian or “given”’ name of each member
of the family in order thereafter. So long as the family name
remains the same for the several members, it need not be repeated,
provided a clear horizontal line be drawn in the place it would
occupy, thus:
Smith, John.
Elizabeth.
. Place of Abode.—By “Place of Abode” is meant the house or

census.gov/history/pdf/1870instructions-2.pdf
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How to Walk Down the Street

Urban

NORTH
Starting point
\. Second avenue
— * -
3 ©
el — 3| B | &
£ l s .
®
WEST 2 Hope place ] § Forest street
& BAST
z I — A . =
— ]| &
Third avenue R u r a I
SOUTH

Light lines to be
made by enu-
merator
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Not Home?
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1940 U.S. Federal Census, Clear Creek, CO
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Individual Census Reports

LPprar e e PeAaal indral)

u wsuwally Live?

@ Where do

Hra (€ this houss or

ck this box if you uaaall
have

[ Some place else b ehis 3
I\I'm' cL:-\. Enter the
place i the spadce provided below

o) Address of thar pi

el

iy, b, ar fuw o

(Comanty abc]

by [u addicion o
bocation
G.'ln

:.I-ow: address describe tully your

e provided below. [For

3 L :.ul,.. 0 i I{u.d Iu.w.c i
d Parleer Pl

v |II.. T’L(-qd (BFT» No

{c) Give the name of one person whi i Nving thers

T

TEnbes e oo i i one |

What 18 vour relationship to the head of che house-
Bt Sehive s Gl Theet

| 1am che head

] 14 head.
1. e spok 2hi Wil enper vour relationship oo the
head of the mehodd in which you wsaally live

If you have ne usual place of residence, emter wour
relatiomahidp e the head of this household

o el

r, wite, eon-in-law, lodeer,
el suesr, paient, ete,

@ What is your race! (Check one box ar enter name of

race.)

7] White || Negro or Wihat race?
(B) What is your sex?’ (Gheck one.)

T Male  [T] Female

@ Herwr old were vou on your last hicthday?

{For infants under one v of .,;« eriter month
(¥eurs obll o[ birth as April, May, Dez., etc

{2)

ere were vou born?

@ wi

[ETTT Terrizery, ars enunrey

Are vou a citizen of the Tir

Yes, | was bornan the L

| posscssions

PArEnTs

| Bo, Fam nor s cicizen of che Dloited] Stetes

@ Were you living on a farm a year aga?  (Check one.)

] ¥es No

@ Where were you living a vear ago’

(I wou ure ot b o, answer this question as if you

were, )
| Ini this same house
Mot chic ne B, bt in this same coancy
—| Mast i this same county—enter o woamnil Btute below

reign connery )

v, enter name af place or nearext place)

Where were vour parents born?  {(Check the box
= ur enter name of Territory, possegsion, or foreign
country.)

Father:
[ Conzinental
— United Seutes or
itocy. pussshaiue, oF [oreigs soanEey]
Bocher
Continenral
i Stuten ar

(Tenvitory, pu =

@Wh:n is the highest grade of school you have
attended? (Check one)

Eindergarten

Efementary schoal 1] ] 2| 3] ] 4]

Hixgh school 1[7] 2] s ]
College or profie- 1| Sar["|
siomal school = e

1 have never arcended school |

@ Did you finish this grade? (Check one.)

T[] Yee ] Me
Have yvou attended school at any time since Feb. 1,
19507 (Check one.)

[C] ¥es 1 No
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THE FOLLOWI QUESTIONS ARE FOR
PERSOING 14 YEARS QLD ANTD OVER

]

Vlhat were vou doing last week? (Check each box
thut applics to you.)

a jeiky, vt 4 wny Tusineas o

chstning, i

£ o Trom 1
(dy _ | I'did howsework in my own home.
fed | 1 am peemanencly wnskle te wark,
1E) Mone of the above applies to me

@ i vou worked last week, how many hours did you
wark]

s

i were looking for work last weelk, how many
S e b 1okt Fav WorkeT

werhs
@ Last year (1949}, did you do any work at all {even
= for a week or two), not counting work arcund
the hiuse?

| Wer—to how muny weeka did wou do any wark?

___ (include paid vacations)

) Below:

+ work Aiece
counting work arcund rhe house
{wou are now lecking for work

1 last wweek,  IF you did not work
r laat job or business,

1, 1943, nor

() Whae kind <>!’ wurlt did wou de?

£ cruck driver, oo
|Hv MEATLEN, uiical engin
. assemble clocks amed swatehes, wte

(k) In what kind of business or induscey did wou do
this work?

lasyer's pifice, oil tanker, ooe.

(&) Was this work: (Check one.)
[ For a private employer for wages, salary, somoission,
\ rEips

vment (Federal, Srace, cicy, local, erc.)

[ ] For gav

| Far profit or fees in your swn busnes, faeo, office,
kte

Withaoiit pay an your faoaly’s furm or business,

(Please answer gues

fevra itk g 5
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ing the Most of the US Federal Census

Doesn't make sense?

Check the census
Instructions
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QUESTIONS?
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Submitting

information
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Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

1790-1820

Schedule

filed w/

Original / court
Schedule

Original One of the
Enumeration Schedules

Copy of the -
Original Statistical
Schedule report filed

Marshall

Assistant

w/ SOS or
POTUS

On May 28, 1830, clerk of courts directed to transmit

the 1790-1820 censuses to Department of State
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Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

YEAR STATES WITH EXISTING RECORDS

1790

1800

1810

1820

1830

1840

Extant Records

Conn., Maine, Mass., Md. (except Allegany, Calvert, Somerset, and most of Dorchester Counties), N.C. (except Caswell,
Granville, and Orange Counties), N.H., N.Y,, Pa., R.IL, S.C., Vt. (census year is 1791)

Conn., D.C. (Md. side only, lost for Va. side), Ga. (Oglethorpe County only), Del., Maine (except part of York County),
Mass. (except most of Suffolk County) Md. (except Baltimore County, outside Baltimore), N.C., N.H. (except part of
Rockingham and Strafford Counties), N.J. (Cumberland County only), N.Y., Ohio (Washington County only), Pa., R.I., S.C.
(except Richland district), Va. (Accomack and Louisa Counties only), Vt.

Conn., Del,, Ill. (Randolph County only), Ky., La., Maine (except part of Oxford County), Mass., Md., N.H., N.Y. (except
Cortland and part of Broome Counties), Ohio (Washington County only), N.C. (except Craven, Greene, New Hanover,
and Wake Counties), Pa., R.1, S.C., Tenn. (Rutherford and some of Grainger Counties only), Va. (except Alexandria, Gray-
son, Greenbrier, Halifax, Hardy, Henry, James City, King, William, Lee, Louisa, Mecklenburg, Nansemond, Orange, Patrick,
Pittsylvania, Russell, and Tazwell Counties), Vt., W.Va. (except Cabell, Greenbrier, Hardy, and Tazewell Counties)

Conn., D.C,, Del., Ga. (except Franklin, Rabun, Twiggs, and some of Columbia Counties), Ill., Ind. (except Daviess
County), Ky., La., Maine (except part of Washington County), Mass., Md., Mich., Miss., N.C. (except Currituck, Franklin,
Martin, Montgomery, Randolph, and Wake Counties), N.H. (except Grafton, part of Rockingham, and most of Stafford
Counties), N.Y., Pa., R.I1, S.C., Tenn. (except for Anderson, Bledsoe, Blount, Campbell, Carter, Clairborne, Cocke, Grainger,
Greene, Hamilton, Hawkins, Jefferson, Knox, McMinn, Marion, Monroe, Morgan, Rhea, Roane, Sevier, Sullivan, and
Washington Counties), Va., Vt., W.Va., Wisc.

Ala., Ark,, Conn., D.C,, Del., Fla., Ga,, IlL,, Ind., Ky, La., Maine, Mass., Md. (except Montgomery, Prince Georges, Queen
Annes, St. Mary’s, and Somerset Counties), Mich., Minn., Miss. (except Pike County), Mo., N.C., N.H., N.J., N.Y., Ohio,
Pa, R.I, S.C., Tenn., Va., Vt., W.Va., Wisc.

Ala., Ark., Conn., D.C,, Del,, Fla., Ga,, IlL, Ind., Iowa, Ky., La., Maine, Md., Mass., Mich., Minn., Miss., Mo., N.C., N.H.,
N.J.,, N.Y,, Ohio, Pa., R.I,, S.C,, Tenn., Va., Vt., W.Va., Wisc.
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1830- 1840

. Original
Assistant Enumiration omed  Marshall Eemmsed Court

Pre-printed forms distributed

to assistants

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

One
schedule

filed w/
court

One

schedule
sent to SOS
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One schedule
1850-1870
/ centralized
Census Office

State/territorial

One schedule
Assistant == Original County filed w/

Enumeration Courthouse state/territorial
SOS

One schedule
filed w/ County
Courthouse

Centralized Census Office
established
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Copy of the
schedule sent
to Census
Office

Original Enumeration

Assistant —> ! District
Enumeration )
Supervisor

Original
Enumeration

filed w/
county court

U.S. Census Office assumed
complete control over
enumeration
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Original Enumeration Centralized
AYSNERIE ——— £ i District Census
AUMErAtion Supervisor Office

1921 fire destroyed the majority of

the 1890 schedules
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Known 1890 Records Remaining After
the 1921 Fire

KNOWN 1890 RECORDS REMAINING AFTER THE 1921 FIRE

Ala.: Part of Perry County

Ga.: Part of Muscogee County and all of Washington County

[1L.: Part of McDonogh County

Minn.: Part of Wright County

N.Y.: Parts of Suffolk and Westchester Counties

N.C.: Parts of Gaston and Cleveland Counties

Ohio: Parts of Hamilton and Clinton Counties

S.Dak.: All of Union County

Texas: Some of Ellis County and all of Hood, Kaufman, Rusk, and Trinity
Counties
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How does this affect

research?
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1860 U.S. Census-Washington Co, Maine
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Court Copy
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Federal Copy
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One schedule
1850-1870
/ centralized
Census Office

State/territorial

One schedule
Assistant == Original County filed w/

Enumeration Courthouse state/territorial
SOS

One schedule
filed w/ County
Courthouse

Centralized Census Office
established
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Look at the first and

last page of the
enumeration
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How to Find Unknown Copies

* Examine county court records

e Ask local historical societies and libraries

e Search collections on Archive Grid
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= ARCHIVEGRID

FIND ARCHIVES NEAR YOU

+

q Forrest City
A0
Helena*
West Helena
De Witt
Clarksdale

G

Jmas
.

Cleveland

Indianola
Rennmudlla -

e Millington

.Memphis

Collierville
Southaven :

Hernando
.

v %

v

Grenada

Greenwood
. Winona
.

Search for people, places, events, and more

P
Savannah ¥ |L
Selmer 1
Corinth
@ Flgm
New Albany Russellville
Punt.aloc TUP‘GID Haleyvill
Hamilton
Amory
Houston
Berry
st Point .

o5
Stargiile

Columbus

ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

ArchiveGrid includes over 7 million records
describing archival materials, bringing
together information about historical
documents, personal papers, family histories,

and more. With over 1,400 archival

institutions represented, ArchiveGrid helps
researchers looking for primary source
materials held in archives, libraries, museums

and historical societies.

If you'd like to see your collections included
in ArchiveGrid or have questions about the
ArchiveGrid project, please get in touch with

us.

LOOKING FOR DIGITAL CONTENT?

Some collection descriptions include links to
images, sound recordings, or other online
materials. You can narrow your search results

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
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e o 5 £ 2
3&&—@:"7“; ! //,4/& e dlatler el Forr oo

. pemlibrary

pemlibrary Have you ever wondered
about the connections between
#Archives, #Genealogy, and
#BlackHistory? Key documents for
conducting #BlackHistoryResearch are
census records. In this 1810 Salem
census record-book, the columns were

e Ve

: 3 ‘ =] divided by race (as you can see in the
- ' ?‘{ 'f“"“" -1 | 7 - headings), which can inform
X g | o Hacdeoserd, | : / researchers about the racial makeup
v /"4' o siaerid , pee ] , % of Salem at the time. Note that unlike
B Gals Tiord... R TR A 1 the very detailed "free white" column,

which records gender and age, the
column for non-whites only records
number of people in the household,
indicating the local government
considered those people of lesser
importance. The census was taken
door to door, meaning that the data it
contains can also be read

Qv N

85 likes

FEBRUARY 17

@ Add a comment...

1810 U.S. Federal Census Salem, MA
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Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

J

Review

How was the U.S. Census enumerated and
organized?
a) Hierarchy
b) Enumerator Training
¢) Written Instructions
Enumeration Districts
Census Day
Questions
Procedures
. Submission
d) Prepared Forms

e) Planned Conservation and
Maintenance

f) Reporting and Data

R o - g
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Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

How does this affect research?

Pros
* Organized

* All in one place

* Predictable

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors

t
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Cons

 Mistakes due to human
error and sloppiness

* Too many cooks
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Class 1: Making the Most of the US Federal Census

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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