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Other Records

* Wills & Testaments ¢ Military Records
* Land Records * Occupational Records

* Court Records

W
E Voice of

\' Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist
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Wills & Testaments

Wills & Testaments

* Not as useful to family historians as in other
countries

* Often do not list names of relatives

* Up until 1868 only moveable property (things
other than real estate) could be included in
testaments
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Laws of Inheritance

* Eldest son inherited everything heritable (land,
buildings, other immoveable property)

* Law of primogeniture (eldest son inherits) in
effect from 1868 to 1964

All other children received equal share of
moveables (money, animals, tools, furniture)

Moveable Property

* Anything you can pick up and move

* In testaments known as ‘goods, gear, sums of
money and debts”

* Moveable property divided in three parts:

— Jus relictae — the widow’s third

— Legitim — the bairns (children other than oldest)
split equally

— Deids part (part disposed of by deceased according
to his or her wishes)

Execution of Testament

» Widow’s and bairns’ part were automatically
handled

* Executor only had to give up the deids pat for
confirmation to the Commissary Court

* If no deids part in the testament, it was taken up
by next of kin by confirmation

* If no widow or kids, next nearest kin
(brothers/sisters) distributed equally
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Important Terms

o Testament Testamentar — deceased left a will

* Testament Dative — deceased did not leave a will
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Testament: James Johnston, 1816
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Land Records
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Land Records

Until 2004 Scotland had a feudal system

All land belonged to the Crown

Ownership passed to immediate “vassal”

Originally military duty for land granted

* Became payment of tiends (tithes) of produce or

money

* Heirs did not automatically inherit land

13

Land Terms

* Heritable immoveable property: The land under
the ownership of a vassal

* Retours of services of heirs: Return of the jury who
decides the rightful heir; goes to the Royal

Chancery

* Clare Constat: “Clearly shows”; system used by

subject superiors for their own vassals to inherit

14

Retours of Services of Heirs

* Recorded in the records of the Chancery
(NRS C22 and C28)

* Index by Thomas Thomson in 3 volumes:

— Vol A: Special Inquisitions, Aberdeen-Kircudbright
(1544-1699)

— Vol B: Special Inquisitions, Lanark-Wigton (1544-1699)
— Vol C: Decennial Indexes to Services of Heirs, 1700-

1859; Inquisitiones Valorum; Inqutisiones de
Possessione Quinquennali, 1544-1699; General Table

15
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Registers of Retours and Services of Heirs

NRS Reference Description Dates
cazar Registers of Retours and Papers 15301912
c2830 Service of Heirs from 1847

Indexes

Services of Heirs before 1700 (NRS reference C22)

Inquisitionum Retomatarum Abbreviatio, 1425-1700", Published in 3 volumes.

Index of persons and places arranged by county in volume 3. Printed.

These have been published on CD-ROM by the Scottish Genealogical Society.

Services of Heirs after 1700 (NRS reference C22 and C28)

Each-volume contains two indexes: one by the name of the heir, the other by name of the

ancestor
Indexes to Services of Heirs from 1700

Series. Volume number Date Format
1st 1 17001749 Printed
st 2 17501799 Printed
18t 3 18001829 Printed
st 4 1830 -1859 Printed
2nd 1 18601859 Printed
nd 5 1am w0 Biintad

www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/research-guides/research-guides-a-z/chancery-records

18
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* Also found in Sasine Registers

* Before 1617 handled by notaries

up until 1981

Land Records

* Sasine: relates to seize — a landholder was seized of
the land (aka physical holding of the land)

*» After 1617 became the Register of Sasines

* Includes changes in ownership and secured debts

4/18/2022

19
Registers of Sasine
* Before 1781 are incomplete
* After 1781:
— Indexes are good
— Printed abridgements arranged by county
* Similar to deeds in America - recorded within a
few days of being drawn up
* Exception: Sole heir already residing on premises
20

] Scottish Indexes

Home  Advanced Search Record Sets  SewchMelp MesewchServices leaminglone  Bookshop  AbotUs  Blog

Register of Sasines Index - Search Result e

RS Volume Reference RSS57/24

Share this Entry:

200600

http://www.scottishindexes.com/sasinesearch.aspx

Date of Recording 28 February 1780
NRS Minute Book Reference. RSS2/E fo. 21
Date of Deed 8 February 1780

Indexing Source Particular Register of Sasines Minute Book (Roxburgh, Selkirk and Peebles)

Deed Type i
Jarmes Burn tenant of of £ & furth of the Lands of
Templehall or Templelands of Morebattle and teinds thereof, Parish of Morebattle,

Minute Text Roxburghshire, and of the said lands and teinds in security thereof, and of the principal sum of
£400 sterling penalty etc, on a heritable bond and disposition by James Hope mason in
Morebattle dated 8 February 1780.

County/Counties Roxburghshire

21
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Particular Register

23

' )

Abbreviations & Latin

help found in Durie’s
Scottish Genealogy
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QUESTIONS?

Court Records

Legal History

* Scottish law differs from laws of England and
Wales even after the union of 1707

* Scotland, England, and Wales make up Great
Britain

* United Kingdom is the above three plus Northern
Ireland (all of Ireland prior to 1922)

27
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Scottish Legal System
Statute Law Common Law
 Comes from bodies with * Comes from judgments in
legislative powers: the courts
— Royal proclamations * Based on Scots legal
— Acts of Parliament tradition
— European Community + Relies on precedent
Treaties
* Comes from:
— Roman law
— Canon law
28
Why court records?
* Court records include:
— Criminal cases
— Civil cases
— Wills
* Valuable to family historians
29
Order of Authority
Criminal Courts Civil Courts
* High Court of Justiciary ¢ Supreme Court
. (previously House of
Sheriff Court Lords in London)
O DI Gl » Court of Session
* Sheriff Court
30
10
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Research Guides A-  Court of Session Records

z The Court of Session is Scotland's supreme civil court and National Records of Scotland (NRS)
Adoption Recards holds records of the court from the 16th century onwards.
Binh, Death and Marriage Piease note that although Court of Session record groups are normally reely open to public
fecords ‘access, those dating after 1915 are cumrently (October 2017) subject to a temporary re-clasure
Buidings pendinga our staff for more
information.

Burgh Records
1f you are visiting us 1o research Court of Sessions (CS) records. yau may wish to print out our

s, with them, and refer isit. Start with this first
Cathalic Parish Registers guide, which acts as an introduction for inexperienced searchers

Canal Recards

Contie Raconds The other guides deal with different types of Court of Session records:

cery Records

Unextrasted Processes (UPs) after 1660
neh Records Extracted Processes (EPs) after 1660
Coal Mining Recards Other Court of Session series

Sequestrations
Coats.of Arms.

Commissary Court Records. Catalogues and finding

s

Gompany Regist When searching for processes. you will normally have to look up:

Records

* Ouronline el
« Cardindexes

tronic catalogue
Gourtand Legalsecords

o ol oo o « Indexes in volumes

S u dp (UPs) and P (EPS)

between simply stated

www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/research-guides/research-guides-a-z/court-of-session-records

Scottish Indexes

Home  Advanced Search  Rac hhelp  ResearchServices Leaming Tone  Bockshop  AboutlUs  Blog

Record Sets
As well as the global h be useful to search hi 1l ,
Tecord sets indiidualy & fnd thse eushve ancetorst CROWDFUNDING

We have indexed histarical records which will help you solve family GENEALOGY

history mysteries. and build the bare bones of your Scottish family tree.

th Learning Zone
padiccy oot prvot sl mdanpleionkd s

find out more about each record set.

Record Sets

To find out exactly what you are searching, see the coverage pages.
Discover more ahout each record set and why they will help you trace your Scottish family tree here in aur Learning Zone.

Mental Health Records

Seatland's Criminal Database

Scotish Paternity Index
Poor Relief Records Index
Deeds Index

Register of Sasines

http://www.scottishindexes.com/recordsets.aspx

Scottish Indexes

Mome  AbncedSesrch  facordSets  Search tetp o Leaming Zone  booiahop  About s Blog
Search Results
High Court - Crown Office Precognitions
Name and Designation Jragr— [
James rs(m James Bell) Carruthers alias Bell, miller Belfast, Antrim, 39 p o0 acomed | 1863
James rson, abours,Watson et Wodel g O, 3 s T
Glasgow, Lanarksi
James Bell Ca"vmm‘ miler, Garscube Road, Glasgow, Lanarkshire 33 Dumfriesshire Accused 1857
James Berry, slater, Inverkip, Renfrewshire 37 Dumfries Accused 1867
James Brown, packman {brought up in Irvine), Bridgegate, Glasgow, Dumiries r——
Lanarkshire
James Convery, old clothes dealer, New Wynd, Glasgow, Lanarkshire 34 Dumifries Accused 1854
m;mmun, married, gardener, Cumberland Street Lane, EJIbUrgh, 37 g ieschive [ ——
James Douslas, labourer, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 24 Tiowald Accused 1844
James e, cller (i the employment o Cumphell nocgrass,
coalmaster, Thomhill), Johnstone, Abbey, Renfrewshire Thorubal Acred 12
James King, chimney sweep, No fixed abode Annan, Dumfriesshire Acarsed 1831
James Nartin, dyer (son of William Martin, comfeeder), Sciemes, "
Edinburgh, Midlothian 21 Dumfries Accused 1832
James Scott, journeyman blacksmith, Todhill, Dumfriesshire 24 Canonbie, Dumfriesshire  Accused 1832
James Smith alias Morrison, No fixed abode 72 Dumfries Accused 1885 [TINR]
Criminal Database Search

33

11

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 4: Researching Scottish Ancestors

4/18/2022

Criminal Database Search

High Court of Justiciary Trial Papers
Marse and Desgration e Biaroiace e ver
Jomes (or James Bell) Carmuthers 39 Dumfries Accused 1863
James Anderson 3 Dumiries Accused 1900 [N
James Bell Carruthers 33 Dumfriesshire Accused 1857 Full Record
James Berry 37 Dumfries. Accused 1867 Full Record
James Convery 34 Dumfries Accused 1854 Full d
James Devtin, married 27 oumfriesshice R o Record
James Douglas, labourer, Dumfrics, Dumfriesshire 24 Tiwald Accused 1844
James King Annan, Dumiricsshire  Aceused 1831
James Scott. 24  Canonbie, Dumfriesshire  Accused 1832 Full Record
James Smith alias Morrison 22 Dumfries Accused 1885 [NCae]
James Smith, Jolner, Stoop, Dumiries, Dumfriesshire 41 Dumfries ORI i oo |
John Tait alias James Robert Burnside 27 Dumfries Accused 1850
John Wilsan atias Patrick McCabe alias James Ferguson 21 Dumfries Accused 1363
Oliver Lockhart alfas James Stewart 29 Dumfriesshire Accused 1833
Sheriff Court Criminal Records
No results found
Prison Register Index
Hame, Occupation and Rasidence. Ao Bitrplace prison o
Dunf
Jomes Adair, Hestler, Dumfries 19 Dumfries et o 177
Criminal Database Search
High Court of Justiciary Trial Papers - Search Result e
Title T 1o James Smith, James Dougl
Name James Douglas
Rale Accused
Designation labourer, Dumiries, Dumifriesshire
Age 24
Approx Birth Year 1820
Theft by housebreaking, habit and repute, and previous conviction
Trial Date 29 April 1844
Trial Lecation Dumfries
Verdict Guilty
Verdict Comments Guilty in terms of own confession - theft by housebreaking, and previous conviction
Sentence Imprisonment - 18 months
NRS Reference 26118447146
Related Documents
AD1414411T
List of Accused
Home and Designation Age  Bintplace erime
Theft by houssbresking, habit and Person
RN B P ——
‘Theft by housebreaking, habit and Person
A —————— pra— o
Criminal Database Search
Prison Register Index
, Occupation nd Residence JRp— rison Year
James Johnston, Tailor, Lochmaben 62 Kirkmahoe Dumfries 1848
James Johnston, Farm Servant, Kells 2 Dumiries Wrkcudoright 1851
James Johnston, Hawker, Dumfries 75 Dumiries Wigtown 1852
James Johnston, Mason, Dryfesdale 33 Dryfesdale DBumfries 1853
James Johnston, Ploughman, Lockerbie 20 Dunscore Dumfries 1857
James Johnston, Graindesler, Maxwelltown 47 Lochmaben Mirkeudoright 1859
James Johnston, Hawker, Dumdries 34 Dumiries Jedburgh 1861
James Johnston, Stockingmaker, Kelso 34 Dumfries Kelso 1861
James Johnston, Grocer, Maxwelltown 51 Lochmaben Mavellown 1861
James Johnston Senr., Labourer, Moffat 55 motfat Lanark 1870
James Johnston Junr., Labourer, Maffat 30 Moffat Lanark 1870
James Johnston, Carter, Dumfries 4 Dunscore ey 1878
Oumifries
James Johnston or Harraw, Masan, Sanquhar 8 Thomhill I oy 1ETE
Dumnfries
James Johnston or Farrow, Mason, Sanquhar 2 Thormnil D )
Dumiries
James Johnston, Labaurer, Dumfries 49 Dunscore It ltawn) 1882
James Johnston, Masan, Dumnfries 2 Thormhill oy 1382
Dumfries
James Johnston, Labourer, Durfries 50 Dumscore i
Dumiries
James Johnston, At school, Dumfries. 9 Dumfries Il litawn) 1883
James Johnston, Labourer, No fixed ¥ Dumiries oy 1504

36
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For helpwith your results, please consult our

 namas) recorded In the register

Starts, Frison: PERTH PRISON

3 Results Showing 1-3 of 3 (1 page)

Prison registers - Search results

4/18/2022
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REGISTER OF CRIMINAL PRISONERS AND

te

OF THEIR RELIGIOUS PERSUASIONS,

Scotl sPeople Parish Register

38

Q
a 7/

There are also

specialty courts
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Court of the Lord Lyo

0 A it Sirrsi

* Heraldic and
genealogical matters

¢ Criminal and civil
enforcement of use of
arms

* Right to use certain
names and titles

40

Kirk Sessions

e Acted as a church court

* Responsible for:
— Poor relief
— Education

¢ Records
— Minute books
— Accounts and financial records
— Deacons’ Court (Free Church)

* Lists of members

41

%
% ScotlandsPeople

Place search

Recards in Virtual Volumes

Kirk session records.

Records not in Virtual Volumes

ScotlandsPeople Kirk Sessions

42

14
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CH2/537/11 Imagy

National Recards of Scotland

/f/ﬁ// S anad //j‘/ff'f/,(////'ﬂ/ %E scotlandsPeopl

CHz2/537/11, Dumfries kirk session, Minutes (1808-1820)

ScotlandsPeople Kirk Sessions

43
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Use ScotlandsPIaces to

make sure you have the
right kirk session
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Baptism - 1804

45
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SPlacesV Abour Places Records Transcribe Contact

081/10/33/113
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https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/
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Virtual Volumes

Kirkpatrick-Fleming kirk session, Minutes (1783-1825), CH2/232/1
Image number

00001 | o [N n

L

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

47
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Kirkpatrick-Fleming Kirk Sessions

48
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Adoption

Not handled legally until passage of the Adoption
of Children (Scotland) Act 1930

Arranged through Sheriff Courts (1930+)

Private adoptions (pre-1930) were arranged by:
— Barnardos
— Quarriers

Informal adoptions may be noted in birth records
and census records

50

Barnardos

Who we are

What we do Getinvolved ‘Work with us News and blog

; Support children and families
¥ arriving from Ukraine

= : ' - Barnardo’s Ukrainian support helpline

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Our history

We've kept our promise to protect children and young peg or over 150 y

4/18/2022

Beginnings - the Ragged School

ahn Bamardo was bornin Dubin, keland, in

s a young man he moved to London torainas

Thomas Bamardo at bis desk

His firs step, n T ‘raged school

c e One

dren could

vis, took Barnardo around the East End, showing him children
nd in gutters. What ecied he : ni
fevote himself o helping ehildren lving in poverty.

No child should be turned away

irst home for by

52

Yinal Ao ook i R s

w

- A D

Reach your full potential by"Working at
Quarriers.

[

2 7

7 ways we can help mds you can

https://www.quarriers.o

% Our history®*+" S O On 7
; itk f— IR Y S

Quarriers is a unigue, inspirational Scoftish eharity that gres
man's 0 an org jon that $upports thousands of pe:

ans 150 years; and it all

Early life

Wiliam Quairier was borm in Gross Shone Siveotin Gebenock in 1829, Afles his father ded, s famiy maved
1o Glas
shoemaker,

Inspiration

O ight n 1854, Wil mot b0y who wis Cryng. Ha had beon sellng maiches and 50emo oider bays had
‘t0lon them ang now he would 1ave 1o Mmoney. WIRaM decded 1t now hat he was: o longer poo ho had
and estabished a Shosblack
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18



Class 4: Researching Scottish Ancestors

4/18/2022

QUESTIONS?

Military Records

Military Records

* Before 1707:

— Scotland had its own military

— They were called up as needed and dismissed after

* In1707:

— Governments of England and Scotland combined

— Military of England and Scotland combined

* 1707 forward:
— Records housed at PRO in England

57

19
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4/18/2022
digital.nls.uk/scottish-history-society-publications/browse/archive/125885851
58
Ancestral Trails
+ By Mark Herber mscaovmy i SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS ®
+ 2nd Edition ANCESTRAL
* Offers detailed chapter
on military records
59
Military for Life
* Military service was an
occupation for life
* Officers came from
upper class
* Soldiers from working
class
7 2 * Substitutes could be
o purchased
Re
60
20
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Tip
Vital records may be
found in military

papers

62

1iha Officer bus any lgiimsta Chikdren, rocily

ol

Great Britain: War Office Register

63

21
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Occupational Records

Burghs and Burgesses

* To work in a burgh, you had to join a guild of the
Incorporated Trades

* To join the guild, had to have Burgess Ticket as a
freeman of the burgh

* The Burgess Rolls can be traced back for centuries

* Burgess system continued until 1975

* Rolls listed admitted burgesses who could vote

65

ROEL

EDINBURGH BURGESSES

GUILD-BRETHREN,

1761-1841

EDITED BY

CHARLES B. BOOG WATSON, F.S. Ant. Scot.,, F.R.S.E.
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Burgess Roll

Roll of Edinburgh

1761

Abercrombic (Abercromby)

, D

1841

Burgesses,
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LIST

FREEHOLDERS

STANDING ON THE OLD ROLL,
axn ar

THE ELECTORS

ADMITTED UNDER THE ACT, 2 & 3 WILL. ¥,
Chap. 85

Takie fromm the Certified List made up by the Sherifllerk

wrn
APPENDIX,
Contataing s
ABSTRACT OF THE CLAUSES OF THE ACT

BELATIVE TO THE ARRANOEMENTS YOR AND MODK
OF KLECTIONS, AND OF POLLING,
e e B

Burgess Roll

&

Lis
o
FREEHOLDERS
. orrmz

COUNTY OF ABERDEEN,

Aspznsow, Major John, of Candacralg, .
Uday, Fyne, Tarri =

, Maj.-Gea. Hon. Hugh, of Hat-

ton, ¥, Old r
not,

Capt. Hon. William, of Towie, .

Turriff, terless, e
Anderson, John, liferenter of Saithley, ».
Arbatiac, George, of Peter.
nott, . of Invernettie, r. Peter-
hewd, Kintore:

Buawarr, Sir Robert, of
phanan, Kincardine O Neil
Burnett, Jobn, of Kemaay, r. Kemnay
Banuerman, Charles, of Kirkbill, ». Newhills
Bisset, Bt. Bev. Dr. Win, Lard Bisbop of Ba-
mblade

s Burt. 1. Lum-

68

The Glasgow Trades

* Craftand trade guilds in Scotland often pre-date
their counterparts in England

* Oldest Craft is the Masons of Glasgow,

incorporated in 1057 by Malcolm III
Trades meet at the Trades Hall

Many crafts date to 1500s

69
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Incorporated Trades - Glasgow

¢ Hammermen (1536) * Wrights (ca 1567)

 Tailors (ca 1546) * Coopers (ca 1569)

¢ Cordiners (1558) ¢ Fleshers (ca 1580)

¢ Maltmen (222?) ¢ Masons (ca 1057)

e Weavers (1528) * Gardeners (ca 1690)

* Bakers (222?) ¢ Barbers (1559)

 Skinners (1516) * Dyers & Bonnetmakers
(ca 1597)

4/18/2022
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RECORDS
INCORPORATION OF BARBERS,
GLASGO,

Tbe Jreorporation of Ehirurgeons and BArder.

i

Incorporation of Barbers BY
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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