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OVERVIEW

* Presentation (60 mins.)
¢ Published Guides
« Civil Records
« Parish Records
* Accessing Records

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Civil and Parish Records
* Civil Records * Parish Records
— Births — Baptisms
— Marriages — Marriages
— Deaths — Burials
— Other Records
‘E loice o]
\ RVhondafR, McClure
Senior Genealogist
5
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors
* Now in its 7th edition -
* Compiled by the
National Records of
Scotland
» Offers information
about ScotlandsPeople
6
2
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Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry...

TRACING YOUR * Written by Chris Paton

SCOTTISH

ANCESTRY THROUGH * Published in 2019
CHURCH & STATE RECORDS

* Covers many of the
major records

CHRIS PATON

* Written by Bruce Durie

* Now in its 4th edition

e s T

¢ Includes information on S COTTISH

records that are seldom G ENEALOG Y]
used by family historians = BrucE DuRIE i
]
1

Civil Records
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to 360

Civil Records

* Begin 1 January 1855

* 1,027 Registration Districts created

* Statutory Registers of Birth, Marriage, and Death

* By 1994, number of Registration Districts reduced

* Registration Districts may straddle county lines

4/4/2022
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OPR_| Date from | Date to_| Notes

don Districts after 1855

Date from | Date to_| Notes

Old Machir

Old Machar, Aberdeen Burgh

Old Machar, Lundward

Old Machir

Old Machar Parih

W

Old Aberdeen

SeMachar

Same arca s OWd Machar

Rubiaw

1030 Note change from previous
i

e number

OldAb

Aberdeen, Northern Distric

Aberdeen, Exstern Distrct

Aberdeer

Aberdeer

Registration Districts

‘Table 8. The various RDs in Aberdeen city over the years. Dundee is
equally complicated. Edinburgh and Glasgow, just because of their
greater sizes and growths, are more complicated still.

Part of the table from Bruce
Durie’s Scottish Genealogy
showing city of Aberdeen
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Birth Records

* Had to be registered within 21 days after birth
* Include name of the child
* Where and when born

¢ Information on father and mother:
— Name, occupation of father
— Name, maiden name of mother
— Where and when married

* Informant’s signature and qualification

* Where and when registered

4/4/2022

13
Birth Records
* 1855-1918: illegitimate births were identified as
such
» May have a notation to a Register of Corrected
Entries (which would name the father)
* After 1919: the word illegitimate was unlawful
14
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Birth Register - 1877
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i

NN

Birth Register - 1877

4/4/2022

16

Paternity Decree?

Needed to include the father’s name in the
Register of Corrected Entries

Petition of the father to the sheriff for a warrant to
acknowledge him

This launched an inquiry

OR if court action was brought against the
biological father

17

https://www.oldscottish.com/

SHERIFF COURT PATERNITY DECREES

ek wals™

Fortunasely torm s
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simiar P
images of indiiual enres.

ward
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INDEXES
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O Scattish

Sheriff Court Filiation and Aliment decrees
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1877 HENDERSCN, JESSIE (Statutory registers Births 812/ 38)
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Marriage Records

Includes when, where, and how married

* Name, age, occupation, marital status of groom

* Name, age, occupation, marital status of bride

* Regular residence of groom and bride

* Name and occupation of fathers of groom and
bride

* Name and maiden name of mothers of groom and
bride

22

Marriage Records

* Usually if parent of the bride or groom is
deceased, the record reflects that

* Ifa regular marriage, the names of the officiant
and witnesses are included

If irregular, could have:
— Date of conviction
— Decree of Declarator
— Sheriff’s warrant

Date recorded, name of registrar
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Tz
Banns are read three
consecutive Sundays.
What is an irregular marriage?
* Any marriage not performed by a minister
* Generally, the parties made a declaration before
two witnesses
* Proof of this declaration would be shown to a
sheriff who issued a warrant
* The warrant allowed for the civil registration of
their marriage
26
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Deaths
* 1855 to 1860 included:
— When doctor last saw the deceased alive
— Place of burial
— Name of undertaker
* 1861 spouse’s name reinstated (after it began to be
eliminated in 1856)
28
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QUESTIONS?

Parish Records

Religious History

e Church of Scotland, the national church

* Claimed independent jurisdiction over its own
business
— Claim of Right, 1689
— Act of Union, 1707

* Right of patronage restored, 1712

33

11
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Disruption of 1843

Churches

* Church of Scotland - on ScotlandsPeople

* Roman Catholic Church - on ScotlandsPeople

* Other Nonconformist:
— Society of Friends
— Methodist
— Episcopal
— United Free Church
— Congregational
— Unitarian
— Free Church

35

Church of Scotland

In the 1600s it was Episcopal in beliefs

* Traditionally Presbyterian

Old Parish Registers cover up to 1854
* 900 parishes

* Approximately 3,500 registers survive

36

12
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Tip

Recusant refers to

anyone who did not
belong to the
established Church

4/4/2022

Identifying Your Parish
* There are 33 counties

* There are more than 900 parishes

38

County Map of Scotland

Genuki: UK & Ireland
m e

39
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Tip

The records may

not be online.

4/4/2022

Guides

BAPTISMAL REGISTER FOR
Record guides = ——

marriages, burials (o7 deaths) and other events (such 35 people
N 1 this site you can search registers kept by the Church of

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/guides/church-registers

41

Baptisms

* A child may be baptized in two parishes:
— Parish of the father
— Parish of the mother

* Date of baptism is NOT date of birth
* Baptisms could be weeks or months after birth

* Old Parish Registers generally Presbyterian

42
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Where is Kirkpatrick-Fleming?
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Marriages
* A record of the proclamation of banns

* May be recorded in two parishes
(one each for groom and bride)

* One of the entries may offer more information

* Some ministers may have added additional
information

4/4/2022
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Burial Records

* Often the most uninformative

* With a child’s death, you may get age at time of
death

* Generally, include only name of deceased and date
of interment

48
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Other Records

* Kirk Session Records offer information on the
business of the church

* May address communicants who were having
problems

* Should be consulted if the family was of the
established church

» Will be examined in a later class

50

Roman Catholic

* Photocopied pre-1855 records were under the
National Records of Scotland

* Originals may be with
— Parish Priest

— Diocese
— Archdiocese

51
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p . K orrant Pl fones B s

Roman Catholic Birth — 1864

52

.

Episcopalian Records

Episcopal Church of Scotland was the established
church from 1603-38 and in the 1660s

Original records are with the local priest or dioceses
A survey exists of known Episcopal Churches

Results available on the National Register of
Archives for Scotland

53

NRAS search - internet

https://catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk/

54
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Other Non-Conformist Religions

* Records of Baptist, Congregational, Methodist,
Quaker, and Unitarian can be found at the
National Records of Scotland

* Also, in archives in the areas where they exist

* Restricted access

* Requires a form for researchers to look at the
records

58

QUESTIONS?

ScotlandsPeople

20
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ScotlandsPeople

Contains digital images of important Scottish
records from:

— National Records of Scotland
— Lyon Court
— Scottish Catholic Archives

Has a research center in Edinburgh

Online site ($)

4/4/2022

61

%
% ScotlandsPeople

Advanced people search >

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/

62

.

.

ScotlandsPeople

Old Parish Registers (1553-1855)

Civil (Statutory) Registers
— Births, Deaths, Marriages (1855-current)
— Divorces (1984-current)
— Register of Corrections (1855-current)
— Civil Partnerships (2005-current)
— Dissolutions of Civil Partnerships (2007-current)

Registers of births, deaths, marriages outside Scotland
(years vary)

Roman Catholic records (1703-20th century)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Accessing Registers

* Online:
— Births more than 100 years old
— Marriages more than 75 years old
— Deaths more than 50 years old

* In the Center:
— Can download/print records as described above
— Modern records are view-only

* A cost (in purchased credits) is used

64

™y
%k ScotlandsPeople

Help and guidance | Certficates

Advanced Search

Start your sea relating o sel
below or seareh aeross a record categeries with our uick

Please seloct a category:

v statstory

lef and Prison registers Kirk sessions
n records. e

Statutory registers

https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Please select church O Church of Scotland (old parish registers)
© Roman Catholic Church
O Other churches
Surname; johnston
Forename: james Wi cards allowedt
Names that begin with
Gender: O Male Phonetic maiching
O Female
O Both
Year range: to
CountyCity: DUMFRIES
Parish/congregation: All !
ABBEY
ABBEY ST BATHANS
ABBOTRULE
Clear form and start again

Baptism Search

66
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Church registers - Old Parish Registers Births and
baptisms - Search results

01 parish Registers; 5 Johnstan,

» o ame Gption: Stares. Forenan
1y DUMFRIES, RD: YIRKPATRICK FLEMING (DUMFRIESY

21 Results Showing 1-21 of 21 (1 page)
¢ s forname ParesiOthec Dol Geoder Date Pk el Farbh  lmageview
> mbar
Tunonos @)
r ot .

Please select churen joraeTons  yaves

© Chureh of Seatland (okd parish
)

image tcredin)

Roman Cathalic Chureh

Other churches joracsTon e, re—— " anenyss  ws 1] View image (6 crediua)
Surmame
Forename:

,,,,, ons JobnesTON e " wonn 2 e [
Baptism Search Results

S s.oame  Forsoams  PaceotyOtherOstallh  Gendsc Dats Rel  Pach Image View

Please select church

© Church of Seotiand (eid parish
registers)

Roman Catholic Church

Other churches jorosTon sy

Gender:

Mate  OFemale OBoth

e
© im0

Tet Parent Name: joraTonE R

James seacshopion

2nd Parent Mame: L o

jannet seachopion

County/Ciy:

DUMFRIES B

68

Check record

availability
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Church register images

Old Parish Regist are black g derived from micrafi a JPEG format. Raman
Catholic register images and ather church registers images are stored in a colour jpeg format and are mostly derived
from the original records.

Which parishes and congregations have registers in the index
Church of Scotland parishes

You can see a ist.of old parish
Scotland parishes did not c

< on the National Records of Scotiand site. Bear in mind that the Church of
me areas as Roman Cathalic parishes and the parishes of other churches.

Roman Catholic parishes and congregations

Registers for the following Roman Catholic parishes and

« M/ Airdrie, St Margaret's 1842-1977
+ P72 Carluke, StAthanasius' 18491936

« MP73 Coatbridge, St Patrick’s 1847-1952

+ MP/4 Hamilton, 5t Mary's 18411506

= P75 Rutherglen, St Colurmbiille’s 1848-1945

« MP/6 Greenock, St Mary's 18081946

+ MP/T Houston, St Fillan's 18681944

* MP/E Paisley, St Mirin's 1808-1934

» WP/ Port Glasgow, St john's 18461939

+ MP/10 Aberdeen, St Mary's with St Peter's 1782-1957
+ MP/11 Ballater, St Nathalan 1769-2002

« MPI2 Ballogie, St Michael's 18331876

« MP/13 Beauly, St Mary's 1851-1885,

+ MP/4 Blairs, St Mary's with Scalan 1789-1953

+ MP/15 Braemar, St Andirew’s 1606.1992

+ MP/16 Buckie, St Peter's 17861954

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/guides/c -registers#Parishes

70

Civil and Parish Records

* Parish records may go back to the 17th century
* Civil records began in 1855

» Idiosyncrasies in clerks’ record keeping may offer
additional information

* Civil records are on ScotlandsPeople

* Church of Scotland and Catholic records are on
ScotlandsPeople

71

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

24
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