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Creating a plan
What are you looking for?

• Finding birth or marriage 
information on immigrant 
ancestors?

• Attempting to trace the 
line back?

• Identifying who was left 
behind?

• Want to know more about 
how and where they lived?
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Discovering the Ancestral Place

The remnants of the ancestral home at 
Cloonainra, Killasser parish, Co. Mayo 

(2014, S. Benedict)
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The Right Ingredients
• Place name in Ireland

• Time period

• Parents of immigrant 
ancestor and maiden 
name of mother

• Religion of family

• Online indexed records

• A little Irish luck!
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Key Strategies
• Identify the records you 

will need
– Church records
– Civil Registration

• Where do you find them
– Before jumping online 

learn more about Irish 
records and how to use 
them

• Understanding Irish 
history and customs

Four Courts Fire, 1922, Dublin
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Tip
Learn about 
Irish History
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Three Major Groups
• Anglo-Irish

• Professional and landed class
• Members of the Church of Ireland
• Historically opposed to Home Rule and Independence

• Roman Catholics 
• Gaelic clans and Sept system
• English plantation of Ireland and penal laws

• Scots Presbyterian
• Dissenters
• Subject to same penal laws as Catholics
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Church of Ireland records
• Established Church until 1869

• Records begin earlier than Catholic or 
Presbyterian

• Half of parish registers destroyed in 
Four Courts fire, 1922

• Baptisms frequently lack maiden 
name of mother

• Catholics/Presbyterians look for 
extant COI records :
– Prior to 1820 all burials in Church of Ireland 

cemeteries
– Responsible for burying the poor

Baptismal register parish of 
Annaclone, County Down
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Tip
Don’t overlook Church 
of Ireland Vestry Books
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Vestry Books
• Important source for local 

and parish history

• Can contain:
– Parish accounts
– Occupation of land
– Records of the poor
– Lists of names!!

• Repositories:
– Representative Church 

Body Ireland (Dublin)
– Public Record Office of 

Northern Ireland

Strokestown (Bumlin Parish), Co. 
Roscommon vestry book, at Representative 

Church Body Library (RCB Library 
P.737/5/1.)
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Roman Catholic Records
• Catholic Emancipation Act 1829
– Most records begin 1820s-1830s

• West of Ireland records start later 
(Galway, Mayo, Donegal, Sligo)

• Records are in Latin or English

• Lack details of family 
relationships
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Customs and Traditions
• Bride married in parish where 

baptized

• First child (children) baptized in 
mother’s parish

• Burial sometimes outside the area 
where they lived
– Tap into local knowledge
– Try website, Ireland Reaching 

Out

• Not everyone had a headstone!
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Presbyterians
• Most records begin 1820s, 1830s

• Illegal until 1782 for ministers to 
perform marriages

• Search in Church of Ireland 
parishes for marriages!

• No set parish boundaries
– Brian Mitchell’s New Genealogical 

Atlas of Ireland

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15



• Economic
– Rack-renting
– Drought/famine

• Religious persecution

• Political refugees
– 1798 rebellion
– 1922 Irish Civil War 

• Economic
– Land
– Business 

• Religious tolerance

• Chain migration –
follow one’s family and 
friends

“Pull”“Push”

Why did my ancestor leave?
(Source: Paul Milner’s Irish Emigration to North America: Before, During 

and After the Famine)
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See handout for URL
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Tip
Create a list of 

“Go to” sources for 
information
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https://www.johngrenham.com/browse/
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https://www.johngrenham.com/browse/
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List of County Clare Registrar Districts
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https://www.irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/
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Tip
Use maps when 

searching in records
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Access maps at townlands.ie
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Tip
Understand naming 

patterns and variations
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What’s in a name?
• Irish early to adopt hereditary 

surname
– Gaelic origin, Irish clans
– Norman, English, Scottish, 

Welsh origins
– Names anglicized over time  

• Common surnames and spelling 
variants
– Mac and O in surnames: 

Connor, O’Connor, Connell, 
McConnell

• Be aware of use of nicknames!
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www.dennisahogan.com
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Be Aware of Naming Patterns
• First born son named after his father's 

father - Jeremiah

• Second born son named after his 
mother's father - John

• Third born son named after his father -
Patrick

• First born daughter named after her 
mother’s mother – Mary Ellen

• Second born daughter named after her 
father's mother - Honora

Patrick and Mary (Hogan) Lucey, 1918
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What else to know?
• The poorer the family, more likely to use naming 

patterns

• More likely to use for sons than daughters

• May name a child after recently deceased relative
– Can alter naming pattern

• Search tips:
– Use surname variants 
– Use nicknames
– Be familiar with the Latin or Irish given name
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https://www.johngrenham.com/
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https://www.johngrenham.com
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Irish Genealogy Online
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“Catch-All” Records
• Valuation Office records

– Griffith’s Valuation, 1847-1864
– Covers from 1830 well into the 20th century
– Complete set of records with original maps on Findmypast.com
– Also free on AskaboutIreland.ie with maps(1870s)

• Petty Sessions Court records
– Courts for minor crimes, 1858 -1924, on Findmypast.com
– Provides glimpse of everyday Irish life

• Dog licenses
– Licenses requirements began 1865
– Includes name, address, county and description of dog
– Over six million names on Findmypast.com
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Irish records improve 
after the Great 

Famine, 
1845-1849!
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Researching 
Scots-Irish 
Ancestors:
The essential 

genealogical guide to 
early modern Ulster, 

1600-1800 
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PRONI, www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
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Name index database, PRONI
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Index to abstracts of wills, deeds, and 
marriage settlements
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Example of marriage settlement, 
Familysearch.org microfilm
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http://www.dippam.ac.uk/
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Don’t Overlook Local 
Records
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Seek Out Local Resources
• Local histories and 

genealogical sources

• Check out local county 
archives and libraries websites

• Mine records available locally
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Why use?
• Many local records not online

• Knowledgeable and helpful staff

• Wealth of records
– Records of the poor law (Workhouse records)
– Small family estate records
– Grand jury records 
– Family and local history materials
– School records
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https://www.donegalcoco.ie/culture/archives/countyarchivescollection/
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Records of the Workhouse
• Poor law act of 1838
– Established Poor Law 

Unions
– Construction of 

Workhouses
– Centered around

market towns

• Most records cover 
1840s until early 1920s
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County Donegal Archives
and FindmyPast.com
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What they may contain
• Indoor relief registers

• Infirmary and hospital records

• Death registers (pre-date 1864)

• Board of Guardians minutes and correspondence
– Emigration assistance
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Assisted emigration 
Milford workhouse, County Donegal
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Ship Edward, Aug 1854, to Philadelphia
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Ship Edward, Aug 1854, to Philadelphia
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https://www.askaboutireland.ie/
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Tip
Make connections with 

locals
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2019 Dublin Tour Group
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Discovering Cousins
• Each had Darcy 

ancestors from Co. Clare

• Ancestors used surname 
of Dorsey upon arrival 
in Canada and U.S.

• Families in neighboring 
parishes of Kilfarboy and 
Kilmurry (Ibrickan)

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Map of Civil Parishes Kilfarboy and 
Kilmurry, www.clarelibrary.ie
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Meeting the Locals
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Discovery of Ancestors
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Tip
Persistence pays off!

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 61



Conclusion
• The status of your research

– Review the fundamentals of 
Irish genealogy

• Understand the history and 
social context of Ireland and 
its people

• Identify the records
– Don’t overlook local records!

• Create a toolkit of “go-to” 
websites and published 
sources Charles Patrick Hogan (1879-1934), 

seated, and family, Cambridge, Mass.
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 63



Copyright ©2022

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 64




