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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Statistics
• Considerations
• Key Websites and online projects
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HOLOCAUST GENEALOGY
AN INTRODUCTION

Carolyn Lee Kohlman
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JEWISH POPULATIONS, EUROPE: 1933

Eastern Europe
Poland – 3 million – 9.5% of the population
Europe Soviet Union – 2,525 million – 3.4% of the 
population
Romania – 756,000 – 4.2% of the population
Latvia – 95,600 – 4.9% of the population
Lithuania – 155,000 – 7.6% of the population
Estonia – 4,560 – 0.4% of the population

Central Europe
Germany – 525,000 – 0.75% of the population
Hungary – 445,000 – 5.1% of the population
Czechoslovakia – 357,000 – 2.4% of the population
Austria – 191,000 – 2.8% of the population 
(concentrated in Vienna)

Western Europe
Great Britain – 300,000 – 0.65% of the 
population
France – 250,000 – 0.6% of the population
Netherlands – 156,000 – 1.8% of the population
Belgium – 60,000 – 0.7% of the population

Spain – 4,000 – 0.02% of the population
Portugal – 1,200 – 0.2% of the population
Sweden – 6, 700 – 0.11% of the population
Denmark – 5,700 - 0.15% of the population
Finland – 1,800 – 0.05% of the population
Norway – 1,400 – 0.05% of the population

Southern Europe
Greece – 73,000 – 1.2% of the population
Yugoslavia – 68,000 – 0.49% of the population
Italy – 48,000 – 0.11% of the population
Bulgaria – 48,500 – 0.8% of the population
Albania – 200 – 0.02% of the population

9.5 million Jews
1.7% of the total population

60% of the world’s Jewish population of 
15.3 million
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JEWISH POPULATIONS EUROPE: 1950

Jewish Population of Europe, 1950
3.5 million – 33%

51% in North and South America
Post-war, hundreds of thousands left greater Europe 

for Israel, United States,
Canada, Australia, Great Britain, South America and 

South Africa.

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 6



MURDERED JEWS
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Jewish Loss by Location and Death
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The Löb (Loeb) Family of Venningen
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Keep In Mind

■ If you are of Ashkenazi decent, you have family that 
was affected by the Holocaust.

■ The farther East you go in Europe, the fewer records.

■ The is NO one master list of victims and survivors. 
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Most Useful Sites

■ United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)
■ Yad Vashem
■ JewishGen
■ Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)
■ Arolsen Archives/International Tracing Service (ITS)
■ Ancestry
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Search By Name
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Search By Name: Keusch
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Search By Name: Keusch
Document Request Form

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 16



Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 17



Search By Name: Frieda Stein
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USHMM: Ernst Kohlmann
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Search By Name: Ilse Betty Kohlmann
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Search By Town: Oppau
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Search By Town: Oppau
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Search By Town: Oppau
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Yad Vashem: Shoah Names Database 
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Shoah Names Database: Anna Simon
Last Name Simon
First Name Anna
Maiden Name Loeb
Gender Female
Date of Birth 1878

Place of Birth
Venningen,Landau i. d. Pfalz 
(Pfalz),Bavaria,Germany

Father's First Name Leopold
Mother's First Name Charlotte
Marital Status Married
Spouse's First Name Isidor
Permanent Place of 
Residence

Kreuznach,Kreuznach (Koblenz),Rhine 
Province,Germany

Profession Housewife
Place during the War Koln,Köln (Köln),Rhine Province,Germany
Place of Death Riga,Rigas,Vidzeme,Latvia

Status according to Source murdered

Submitter's Last Name Salm
Submitter's First Name Alex
Relationship to Victim Researcher

Source
Yad Vashem - Pages of Testimony Names 
Memorial Collection

Type of material Page of Testimony
Item ID 3917997
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Shoah Names Database: Anna Simon
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Shoah Names Database: Simon
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Shoah Names Database: Albertine Keusch
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Shoah Names Database: Gunter Loeb
Last Name Loeb
First Name Gunter
Gender Male
Age 15
Date of Birth 24/05/1927

Place of Birth Ingelheim,Bingen (Mainz),Hesse,Germany

Father's First Name Ernst
Mother's First Name Erna

Mother's Maiden Name Kahn

Marital Status Teenager
Permanent Place of 
Residence

Ingelheim,Bingen (Mainz),Hesse,Germany

Origin of Deportation Ingelheim,Bingen (Mainz),Hesse,Germany

Destination of Deportation Treblinka,Extermination Camp,Poland

Date of Deportation 20/09/1942
Status according to 
Source

murdered

Submitter's Last Name Messalati

Submitter's First Name Xavier

Relationship to Victim Other

Source
Yad Vashem - Pages of Testimony Names 
Memorial Collection

Type of material Page of Testimony (digital)

Item ID 13245728
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The Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Name:
Search by Town
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The Central Database of Shoah Victims’ 
Name: Search by Town

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 34



Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 35



Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 36



Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 37



Last Name Stein
Last Name Shtein
First Name Frieda
First Name Frida
Maiden Name Lurch
Gender Female
Age 70
Date of Birth 12/08/1863
Place of Birth Oppau
Father's First Name Aaron
Father's First Name Aharon
Mother's First Name Judith
Mother's First Name Yehudit
Mother's Maiden Name Lehmann
Mother's Maiden Name Leman
Marital Status Married
Spouse's First Name Wilhelm
Spouse's First Name Vilhelm
Permanent Place of 
Residence

Frankfurt Main,Frankfurt a. Main 
(Wiesbaden), Hesse-Nassau,Germany

Citizenship Germany
Profession Pensioner
Place during the War Paris,Seine,France
Place of Death Auschwitz,Camp,Poland
Date of Death 1943
Status according to Source murdered
Submitter's Last Name Engel
Submitter's First Name Michael
Relationship to Victim Great-granddaughter

Source
Yad Vashem - Pages of Testimony 
Names Memorial Collection

Type of material Page of Testimony
Item ID 1879384
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Transportation to Extinction: Holocaust 
(Shoah) Deportation Database

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 41



Transportation to Extinction: Holocaust (Shoah) 
Deportation Database; Theresienstadt
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Transport from Luxembourg To 
Theresienstadt; 28/07/1942
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Transport from Luxembourg To 
Theresienstadt; 28/07/1942

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 44



Transport from Luxembourg To 
Theresienstadt; 28/07/1942

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 45



Transport from Luxembourg To Theresienstadt; 
28/07/1942: Victim’s Names
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Transport from Luxembourg To 
Theresienstadt; 28/07/1942
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Transport from Vught Camp To Auschwitz; 
03/06/1944

■ s
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QUESTIONS?
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JewishGen: Yizkor
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JewishGen: KehilaLinks
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KehilaLinks: Bollendorf
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JDC
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JDC Search: Sundheimer
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JDC Search: Karl Kohlmann
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Arolsen Archives: Keusch
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Arolsen Archives: Keusch
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Arolsen Archives: Josef Keusch
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Arolsen Archives: Klara Ermann
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Jewish Records - Holocaust

Class 4: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

©Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston, www.jgsgb.org; PO BOX 610366 Newton, MA 02461; 866-611-5698 (toll-free) 77



Jewish Records - Holocaust

https://www.ancestry.com/search/
categories/jewishholocaust/
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ANCESTRY
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Jewish Records - Holocaust
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QUESTIONS?
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STOLPERSTEINE
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STOLPERSTEINE

FRIEDA (FRIEDERIKE) POPPER (NÉE 
NATHAN) 
1859 (Kielortallee 25 (Eimsbüttel, 
Eimsbüttel))

HIER WOHNTE
FRIEDA POPPER

GEB. NATHAN
JG. 1859

DEPORTIERT 1943
THERESIENSTADT

ERMORDET 16.3.1943
further stumbling stones in Kielortallee
25: Olga Koppel

Friederike (Frieda) Popper, née Nathan, b. 10.31.1859 in 
Schleswig, deported to Theresienstadt on 2.24.1943, died there 
on 3.16.1943

Kielortallee 25

Friederike or Frieda was the first of seven children born to the 
cigar maker Hermann Nathan (b. 1832 in Schleswig) and his wife 
Seraphine, née Schöning (b. 1833 in Hamburg). The family had 
settled in Schleswig in the 18th century. The couple had married 
in Wandsbek in 1857. The family apparently lived in good 
circumstances; the father belonged to the executive board of the 
Jewish Congregation in Schleswig. In 1885, the couple moved 
with five children to Hamburg; a daughter had previously died; a 
son moved to Munich.

In the Hansa City, the male members of the family worked in the 
prosperous tobacco business. The father ran a tobacco factory 
there since 1886; his son Martin (b. 1863) became independent 
in the same trade, but apparently not as successfully. Carl 
(1864–1953) was active as a tobacco broker and emigrated in 
1939 to the USA, as did his brother Siegfried (b 1870), who like 
the eldest brother Jacob (b. 1861) was a businessman.
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Additional Search Tools
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YAHAD-IN UNUM
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Thank You
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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