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Melanie McComb
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FAMILY

ASSOCIATES

NEIGHBORS

Cluster Research
• Widen your search

• F-A-N 
– Family
– Associates 
– Neighbors
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F- Family
• Study siblings

• Research parents of spouse(s)
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A- Associates
• Associates through work, culture, or leisure

• Look for relevant records in various areas
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N- Neighbors
• Look at land records

• Consider town and county records or minutes
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Witnesses and Sponsors
Look for members of your ancestor's F.A.N.
• Witnessing a legal document (ex. land deed, will)
• Witness to a wedding
• Godparents at a baptism
• Providing an affidavit for a military file or 

homesteading claim
• Providing sworn testimony in court 

(ex. naturalization petition)
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Naturalization Petition - 1938
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Passport Application – Thomas 
James Corcoran - 1920
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Passport Application – Thomas 
James Corcoran - 1920
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Passport Application Photo –
Bernard Corcoran
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Keeping Organized
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Annotated Research Log
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Using Cluster Research 
for Immigrant Origins
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Objectives
• Where in Ireland did William Charles 

Hughes come from?

• Who were his parents?

• Did he have any siblings?
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Step

Start with the known

#1
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William Charles Hughes
• b. circa 1880 in Ireland

• Immigrated to United States between 1882 and 1887

• Married Margaret Josephine Duncan in Dickinson 
County, Kansas

• Occupation: Farmer

• Religion: Likely Roman Catholic

• Died 15 Aug 1958 in Abilene, Dickinson County, 
Kansas
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William and Margaret's Children
• 8 children:
• Mary Alice - b. 1910
• Anna Catherine - b. 1912
• Frances Margaret - b. 1914
• Evelyn C - b. 1916
• Irene – b. 1918
• Geraldine F - b. 1920
• Lucille Wilma - b. 1923
• Josephine Eleanor - b. 1925
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Tip
Gather as much 

information found in 
the U.S. as possible.
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Marriage Register, Dickinson County, 
Kansas, 1861-1913, Book A-I
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World War I Draft Registration Card -
1918
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Step
Pull together family 

members

#2
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Census Records
• 1790-1840: List head of household only

• 1850-1870: List all individuals in a household, but 
not relationships

• 1880-1940: list all individuals and relationships to 
the head of the household
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Tip
Make a note of other 

households in the area 
with the same surname
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1940 Census – Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas
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1930 Census – Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas
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1920 Census, Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas
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1910 Census, Holland Dickinson 
County, Kansas
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1900 Census, Holland, Dickinson 
County, Kansas
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Children of William and 
Bridget (MNU) Hughes

• William - b. 1878 Ireland
• Stephen – b. 1879 Ireland
• James - b. 1883 Ireland
• Mary - b. 1886 Ireland
• Patrick- b. 1889 Kansas
• Margaret - b. 1894 Kansas
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Step
Track Siblings 

Forward

#3
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Probate Records
• Wills

• Other Probate Documents
– Administration Records/Bonds
– Inventories/Debts owed
– Division of Estate
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Bridget Hughes' Probate - 1935 
Dickinson County, Kansas
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Bridget Hughes' Will - 1935
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Newspapers
• Obituaries

• Social News
– Travel
– Visiting family
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The Hope Dispatch – 19 Aug 1926
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Step

Research in Ireland

#4
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php
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https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie/churchrecords/civil-search.jsp
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https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie
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https://civilrecords.irishgenealogy.ie
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Birth Register – Claremorris District, 
County Mayo - 1879
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http://ifhf.rootsireland.ie/index.php
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https://registers.nli.ie
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Identify and Research
Candidates
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Identifying Candidate by Surname
• When the paper trail goes cold, identify candidates with 

same surname living within the same county of your 
ancestor

• Identify the candidate's family members

• Track their children forward
• Look for those that emigrated. Where did they end up?
• Look for marriages on sites like irishgenealogy.ie and 

rootsireland.ie
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Catherine Clerkin
• Married in Monaghan, Ireland to Francis Dougherty

• 10 children:
• Owen – b. 1829 Monaghan, Ireland
• Peter – b. 1832 Monaghan, Ireland
• Patrick – b. 1833 Monaghan, Ireland
• Bernard – b. 1836 Monaghan, Ireland
• Michael – b. 1840 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Margaret – b. 1841 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Mary – b. 1844 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Bridget – b. 1847 Prince Edward Island, Canada (probably died 

young)
• Catherine – b. 1849 Prince Edward Island, Canada
• Bridget – b. 1853 Prince Edward Island, Canada
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Objectives
• Who are the parents of Catherine Clerkin?

• Did Catherine have any siblings?

• Did her siblings leave any descendants that still 
live in Ireland?
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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www.rootsireland.ie
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Identifying Candidate by Location

• Alternatively, you can search for your F.A.N. club using a 
specific location in many online databases. 

• The location may be something passed down from family 
lore, a reference in a naturalization record, a newspaper 
article, etc. 
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Search for Missing Friends
• Advertisements were placed in The Boston Pilot to 

reunite with loved ones and friends from Ireland

• Details of the ad included name of missing, family 
members in U.S., county/parish info, dates of 
arrival, etc.

• Database available on AmericanAncestors.org
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www.americanancestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Social Media and 
Blogging
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Facebook Groups
• There are groups for any topic you want to learn 

more about, can ask questions, and contribute 
knowledge
– General Genealogy Groups 
– Specialized Genealogy Groups 
• Location
• DNA
• Methodology
• Surname Registries
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www.facebook.com
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Facebook Tips
• Check out Cyndi’s List for a list of Facebook groups by 

category and location - https://cyndislist.com/facebook

• When posting queries in a group, post details on what 
you know and what you’re looking help for. Try to 
summarize it. Don’t write a really long post.

• Set up a Facebook group to share family photos and 
stories
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Facebook Post Example
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Twitter
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Twitter Tips
• Use hashtags to interact with other historians and 

genealogists

• Hashtags are searchable
– Ex. #history, #archives, #genealogy, #familyhistory

• Join genealogy projects that are tied to a specific hashtag 
– e.g. #52Ancestors 

• Join tweet-ups
– e.g. #OurAncestors (monthly tweetup by 

AmericanAncestors)

• Use a specific hashtag 
– e.g. #genchat, #iamnextgen, #ancestryhour
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Tweetup Question Example 
(#OurAncestors)
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Twitter Tips Cont’d
• Upload a picture and add a bio that includes your 

experience and occupation 

• Look at the suggested Twitter accounts “Who to 
Follow” and consider following others with 
similar interests 

• Set up a separate account for your genealogy 
tweets

• Keep your tweets genealogy focused
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Genealogy Community on Twitter
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Genealogy Community on Twitter
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Instagram Tips
• Give your photos some context and tell a story 

(use the 5 W’s)

• Use hashtags 

• Surnames and locations (ex. #Corcoran, 
#Dillonstown)

• General topics (ex. #genealogy, #familyhistory, 
#archives, #DNA)

• Use Instagram stories to share pictures/video
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Instagram 
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Blogging
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Blogging Tips
• Select one ancestor/family to write about

• Tell a story - don't just list facts

• Question and analyze your findings

• Add pictures and document findings

• Share using social media

• Read the comments/email responses and connect 
with cousins

Class 3: Finding Irish Origins

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 84



Review
1. Identify all family members living 

within the United States
2. Learn about the family's religion and 

place in the community
3. Make a list of candidates to work from
4. Track all findings (including negative 

evidence) in annotated research log
5. Be creative!
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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