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Meet today’s presenter
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James Heffernan

Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

OVERVIEW

* Presentation (60 mins.)

» Context
» Immigration & Naturalization Records

« Alternative Sources
* Gazetteers

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voiceof
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Context

Why?

* Most American records will not name an exact
birthplace

* Shifting borders in Europe

* European records are organized at the local level

* Lack of reliable, unified indexing projects
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Immigration &
Naturalization

Records

Types of Records

* Naturalization records (before and after 1906)

Visa Files (1924-1944)

* Alien Registration Forms (1940-1944)

Alien Files (1944-1956)

* Passport Records

11

Naturalization pre-1906

* Range of local and federal courts

Resident of United States for at least five years

* Information collected varies from court-to-court

* Basic information: name, age, date of arrival, birth
country

Citizenship granted to wives of U.S. citizens

12
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Pre-1906
Naturalization Records

13
Where?
* State and Federal Naturalization indexes at
Ancestry.com (for all naturalization records,
not just before 1906)
* Catalog at FamilySearch.org
* State Library or Archive
* Courthouse of origination
14
Card Catalog
Searnasleting of al ecordcaetons
P ® i

Tie Category  Records Activity

B Puerto Rico, U, Federal Naturallzation Records, 18971985

B Paim Beach County, Forida, U.S., Naturalization Records, w20
1823-1974
B Ohio, U, Southern Distrct Naturalization Ind 58
Filter By Category
B Untah County, Utah, US., Na a5
Cilzenship Records 18881929
Immioration & Emigration Books 5 sy Walioka = o

Filter By Location

Austialia
R Ak
oceania

usa

Filtor by Dates.

1600s  700s 1800s 19008

Databases at Ancestry.com
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Family namo z aivws or names
//O/ﬂ‘//:yl olart

Address
Cortificate no. (or vol. and page) jtle ang logation of court

,2 Y E?{{'g)fzéé ﬂ@?
Country of birth o lfeglance fhen born (or age) T

A sy taeey
Date and’port of arrival In U. S. Date of naturalization
Narmos and addrosses nlw:? ;
%’ . S A

U.8. OF LABOR, and fon Service. Form No. 1-IP. 14—3202

Ohio, U.S., Sou District Naturalization Index 1852-1991
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¢ Fomly Tree Search Mamories  Get Invoved At ® sionm | creare account

e! Now through March 5.
classes streaming live now!
conference by FamilySearch

Find your family.
Discover yourself.
Bring to life your family’s history by

exploring the lives of those that came.
before you.

17

® sionm | cneate account

Other Catalogs to
° Consider.

e

FamilySearch.org/search/catalog

18
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FamilySearch.org/search/catalog

20

Naturalization post-1906
(Certificate Files)
* September 27, 1906 — March 31, 1956

* Various local courts

* Consolidated (and standardized) naturalization
records with the federal government

* Declarations of Intention, Petitions for
Naturalization, Certificates of Naturalization

* Certificates of Arrival

21
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Certificate Files

* Held by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Service

* Records 1906 to ca. 1944 on microfilm only
* Records 1944 to 1956 in hardcopy only
* After 1956: local USCIS office

* Local court records

22

23

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

CERTIFICATE OF ARRIVAL

on the date, and in the manner shown, and was lawfully admitted to the Uni
for permanent residence.
me: Chwedinitz, Semjon
Port of entry: New York, N. Y.
: March 19, 1912
Manner of arrival: 98 Kurak
I FURTHER CERTIFY that this certificate of arrival is issued under authofiky
with, the provisions of the Nationality Act of 1940, as amended, solely for th§ g
named and only for naturalization purposes. e
In WITNESS WHEREOF, this Certificate of Arrival is issued
tber 26, 1942

Date)

P

() 1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the immigration records show that the alien named below arzised at the port,

4
District Digector of Immigzatttn and Naguralization.
e Ap— py/ﬂ f%y‘vﬂ

24
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Visa Files

* July1,1924 - March 31, * Proof of birth, including

1944 the names of parents
* Only retained for * Residence five years
permanent residents preceding
* Not digitized * Medical or personal
affidavit

* U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services * Photograph!

26

27
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Alien Registration Forms

World War |
1917-1918

Coverage varied by state
Large record loss

Arizona, Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana,
Minnesota, North
Carolina, North Dakota
and Nebraska.

AR-2
1940-1944
Federal

All non-citizens of the
United States

Majority born between
1875 and 1910

3/7/2022

28

AR-2 Form of Anna Beczkala

29

A-Files

Starting April 1, 1944

Every non-citizen who arrived after April 1, 1944
or naturalized after April 1, 1956

Consolidate agency records

Split between agencies

Access restrictions

30
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\ ~ -~
o present ] *Arrivals 1924-1944 +1940-1944 RIMELIE
laration of Intention =Required for entry oNon-ctizien residents *Allarrivals
«Petition for *Quota and nan-quota «Push to naturalization +Conespondence
Naturalization «Permanent residents sCriminal records
«Certificate of arrival +AR2 forms
»Correspandence *Proof of birth and +CFiles
*Photograph (after parentage
1929) aphotograph
. / », N S A
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USCIS Genealogy Program

Web.

Request Page

genealogy.uscis.dhs.gov

type of reques
ancestor, pay the applicable fees and upioad supporting documents:

Index Search Request

St

reve any USCIS recor
For  specifc ndvidual IF records
our researchers wil capture the cication
For cach record and.

nformation t you. You can use the

an Index Search Reauest [~
rovide cerain

Informatin -~ Read
more about making

provide that e

Record Request with Request Case 1D

Folow up on your index search by submiting
the fle number ctaton(s) 1  Record
cquest Case.

ecord Req

retrieve the record and fles indcated
you copies by email o regular

mails (your

Record Request without Request Case 1D

Read more abour

 You have up to one year from the date - Zubmitiog Record
of the search request to submit relted REQUESts
Record Request. Our researchers il

charce),

B ccord Recuest without Request Case TD. in/ormation an
lnstauctions betore
sing thi oatin,

 To do s0, you must know the correct file chogsin
number for the

record requested.
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USCIS Genealogy Program

Web Request Page

ncesto,pay the applct

Index Search Request

genealogy.uscis.dhs.gov

35
Passports
* Many foreign-born * Name, birthplace, and
naturalized citizens residence of father
* Oct 1795 - Mar 1925: * Date of naturalization
NARA .
* Destination and reason
* Apr 1925 to present: for travel
U.S. Department of State _ Photograph!
36
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or STATE

HOME LEARN SEARCH REQUEST CONTACT

How to Make a Request for Personal Records

Step 1

Determine if the recores you are secking are within the Department
of State
b sute

foia.state.gov/request/personalrecords

QUESTIONS?

13
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Alternative Sources
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Vital
Records

FOR GENEALOGICAL USE ONLY
STATE OF COLORADO
o

41

42
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Military Records
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Jewish Aid Societies

* Landsmanshaft :

* Organizations founded
by individuals from the
same town, shtetl or
region.

* Burial societies (chevra
kadisha)

* Synagogues (Anshei)

44

FEIGA EIDA CHAYA
BAT MOSHE

Mount Sinai Jewish Cemetery, Cheyenne, Wyoming

45
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Translation

www.translate.google.com

46
Still no birthplace?

» Research extended relatives

* Witnesses on naturalization documents

* Determine religious congregation—what records
do they have?

* Search for an ancestor as the friend or relative to a
later arriving immigrant

47

Famiy e Search Memories  Get Invoved  Activies

© B O3 aresetens

Recods Images amiyTee Genasoges Caeg Sooks Wi

New York Passenger Arrival =
Lists (Ellis Island), 1892-1924 =™

Name index to lists of 25 million people (not just immigrants) who arrived
at Ellis Island, Port of New York, 1892-1924. In addition, includes 2 link to
images of arrival lists at the Statue of Liberty-Elis Island Web site.

[GUSSRERN ore orrions
HOWTO USE THIS COLLECTION | | srowsE ALL 3,243,569 IMAGES

16
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Add Ancestor Information

[ —

Relationships

Add ite Event

Add Famity Member
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Gazetteers

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

17



Class 2: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

Gazetteers

* Government and private publications to show
administrative divisions of territories and empires.

* Display administrative hierarchy.
* Specific to date of publication.

* Gateway to primary sources in Europe.

3/7/2022
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Erd

[Home] [English] [Deutsch] [Polska] LDLmD‘.Emr;J [Latin-German-English] [Lithuanian-German-
[Setlements) [Histori Bachoronnd) Kolonis ‘] DMessusements | [Bosder Changes] Lo 5]
The Sacial Fabric] [ Database]

Mngeb\mz»urhe Proximity Search] [Maps] [LG. kme]

German Name Soldin
————» PolishiRussian Name  Mysliborz.
Kreis/County Sodin
Gorman Province  Brandenbirg
Today's Province Wielkopolskie
Location East 14°52' North 52°55
Google Map. e Maps (Soldin)
Map Number 3055
This village/town is located 59.4 km and 160
L y s
‘Szczecin
Lutheran Parish Soldin 1905
Catholic Parish ‘Soldin 1905
StandesamtCivil
egistry ‘Soldin 1905
GemeindelexikonrTown | 3, ¢
Population By 1905: 5334

fearlEinwohner

Kreisstadt - County Seat in the same named
Remarks o

preview/database
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Gemeindelexikon der im Reichsrate vertretenen Kénigreiche und Lander

o im L aur Grund 31. Dezember 16
Band 5% Kronland 4 Sprachen | AAnzahl BH | Anzah! Stidte 4 Anzahl GB
01 |Niederosterreich doutsch 2 3 o

02 | Oberstorreich doutsch 2 2 %

03 |Salzburg doutsch 5 ' 2

04 |Stelermark deutsch, slovenisch 2 4 &

05 |Kamten deutsch, slovenisch i 1 2

06 |k deutsch, slovenisch K 1 Bl

07 | Kastenland (Trest, Gorz und Gradiska,Iiren) deutsch, falienisch, slovenisch, serbo-kroatisch 6 1 1o

06 [Tiol deutsch,Halienisch 2 4 &

08 |Vorarberg detsch, talienisch B 0 6

09 |Botmen deutsch, bohmiseh o 2 210

10 |Manven deutsch, bohmiseh B 5 i

1 |Schiesien deutsch, bohmiseh, polnisch o ) 2

12 |Galzon polnisch, deutsch & 2 185

3 |Bukowna doutsch, thenisch, rumanisch 9 1 "

14| Daimatien doutsch, falienisch, serbo-kroaisch B 0 £

http://wiki-de.genealogy.net/Gemeindelexikon_der_im_Reichsrate_vertretenen_Knigreiche_und_Lénder
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JewishGen

The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy

Logged n:Lindsy Folton
Niitle

© ity

JewishGen Communities Database

The JewishGen C .

Europe, North Africa, and the Middle st

This database contains eachcommuniy's nama invaions

Nareo he search by modern country?s Al Counlries

North i
JewishGen Garetteer

Longitude: v

O Selctd Ci: Sl

Search method: [ Phonetically Like v

Start the search

X sewish communities Tree

Communities Main Page

‘ About the Communities Database

‘ JewishGen Home Page
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https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/Search.asp
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Galician Town Locator

L 1900, o cathotic
and Greek Catholic congregations or parishes for that year

Galician Town | Administrative [ oo [ Roman Catholic | (oo ‘ Greek Catholic

Lysokanie sochnia Niepolomice [, sochnia

Machinec Zytacan Machinec Zurawno obiszrica

Machnow Rawa ruska Ui Werzica uhnow Hachnow

Wachnowee Zocatw Zbortw Pomorzany vomorzany Wachnowce
Korcamin (2K Rawa

Machnowek sokal soi saz saz Korcam

Machnowka Keosno Krosno 2recn Dukia E

Machon Tamobrzeg Tamabrzeg Miechocin Tamabreeg

Machona izno #zno Nachowa o

Madejons Neusandez (VoW Neusande: Nawolowa Neusandez acieions

Hackowice praemyi Praemydl Kosinice bremys Hodkowice

Wackonka Prasworsk Prsorsk Prasworsk Prasmorsk Hirocn

Macoszym Zolien Zolkiew Zolkien Zolien Wacoszyn

Madzsowka Podhaice Podhaice Podhaice Pdhaice Wadzslonka

Waddark soial Sokal Krystmosal Kevstynopol soratn

Magdslonika Shalst Skalst Baorow (BH.Tamopol)  Skalst roszous (BH Tamopol)

Mgeron Rana fuska Niemiro Mgirou Hsgerdy Mageron

ajdan Oronetycz podsuz Podouz sorysan Oolne podbusiie

waidan Grodei Janou Janow Wereszvca

wajdn usiatyn Kopycamce Caoric (8 Coortkom)  Kopyczynce Tudorow

wajdan alusz alsz Roznaton (ab.olia)  Kalusz brzysup

wajdan Kabuszona Kobuszona Wajdan vajdan

Widan Strislau (Starisavéw) Starisau Starisiau Starisou wadan

Majdan Zolkien Zélkiew Zolkien Zélkien Makrotyn

https://www.geshergalicia.org/galician-town-locator/
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Case Study
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Excerpted Research Notes

Background and Timeline of the Brody Family

1899: Louis J. Brody petition for naturalization. Residing at 17 Norman Street, Boston.
Occupation: Merchant. Born: 21 Aug 1877, Russia. Arrival: Apr 1892, Boston. Witnesses:
Georg Susman, 71 Brighton Street, Boston, and Hyman J. Weinberg, 100 Brighton Street,
Boston.!

1900: Broddy family at 17 Norman Street, Boston. Simon (b. Dec 1844, Russia; im. 1898).
Lillian (b. Apr 1845, Russia; im. 1898). Harris (b. Dec 1877, Russia; im. 1892). Annie (b.
May 1882, Russia; im. 1899). Henry (b. Mar 1884, Russia; im. 1898). Annie Brysor,
granddaughter (b. Jan 1890, England; im. 1898). Haskell Orinsky, lodger (b. Aug 1839,
Russia; im. 1884).2

1903: Harry Browdy petition for naturalization. Residing at 52 Lowell Street, Boston.
Occupation: Tailor. Born: 22 Oct 1878, Russia. Arrival: 15 Mar 1892, New York.
Witnesses: Harry Novograbelsky, 134 Brighton Street, Boston, and Jacob Rosenberg, 81
Brighton Street, Boston.®

62

Excerpted Research Notes

February 29, 1892: Arrival of Herz Braude, 16, on the Rluetin. Hamburg to New York.
Born: Puchowitz, Russia.”

February 10, 189%: Arrival of Lewy (Levi) Brody, 18, on the Patria. Hamburg to New
York. Born: Puchowicz. Going to Chelsea (Massachusetts, presumably).$

November 12, 1897: Arrival of the Brody family on the Palatia. Hamburg to New York
Solomon Brody, 45, Peddler. Feige Brody, 44, wife. Pasche Brody, 16, child. Aron Brody,
9, child. Chienne Brody, 6, child. Family from Minsk, Russia, joining son and brother,
Lewy Brody, Boston, Massachusetts.®

March 11, 1899: Arrival of Chienna (Chajenna) Broudy, 18, on the Brasilia. Hamburg to
New York. Born: Puchowicz. Going to Boston, Massachusetts, joining father, Sol
Broudy. This is very likely Harry’s sister, recorded in the 1900 census as Annie
Broddy.™®

May 24, 1906: Arrival of Schaie Broide, 17, on the Saxonia. Liverpool to Boston. Born:
Puckovitch. Going to Chelsca, Massachusetts, joining uncle, Solomon Brody, 31
Pembroke Street, Chelsea. 1!

63
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JewishGen

o7V maRad W v
The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy

The JewishGen Communities Database contains

Europe, North Africa, and the Middle Fast.

#: [ Al Countries v
Al Countries

country: | Al Countries v

Showthe distancs snd direcionn miles. v |from:

NV Longinde:  * Ev

O Selctnd Gty Select Country v || No ciles v

Search method: | Phonetically Lke v

St e s
X Jewish Communities Tree K About the Communities Database
Communities Main Page * JewishGen Home Page

https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/Sear
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https://www.jewishg

JewishGen

1OV sy sty vava
The Global Home for Jewish Genealogy

Pukhavichy, Belarus

y [Bel], [Pol], Pukhevitsh + JOWBR Landsmanshafc ()
 Bish Moses Comate
Region: Minsk

.org/Communities/Search.asp

65

Final Thoughts

Expect variations in names and places
Cast as wide a net as possible

Assemble a list of all reported birthplaces for your
ancestor

Look for the phonetic match when the exact fails

66

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

22



Class 2: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

[ Aboutts B CreatenTree

Search Events Membership Give Publications ExpertHelp Tooks Signature Projocts Centers & Infiatives.

Homa | Getting Started In Jewish Genealogy 2022

Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy 2022

JOIN LIVE SESSIONS

AmericanAncestors.org/getting-started-jewish-genealogy-2022
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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