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Jewish Research

* To effectively research your Jewish ancestry, it is
important to understand:

— The overall history of Jews
— Why and when they came to the U.S.

— The many different names used:
* Hebrew name
* Yiddish name or nickname

* European civil name

¢ Americanized name

Lithuania
1445
Wales 1495
1290
Poland

1159

England Netherlands >
1290 Silesia

s. Xl
France 1494
1348 Crimea
1182 / Sidhes
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empire
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Expulsion of Jews Maghreb
(1100 - 1600)

Areas of expulsion
Resettlement areas

Egypt

Jewish Expulsion (1100-1600)
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Sephardic Jewish Migration

* The earliest Jewish arrivals came from Brazil,
arriving in New Amsterdam in 1654

* These 23 immigrants were part of the diaspora
that dated back to the 1492 expulsion of Jews from
Spain

* Many who immigrated to Portugal became crypto-
Jews, those who practice Judaism in secret

2/28/2022

Early Sephardic Migration

8

New Amsterdam

* Earliest arrivals in three phases:
— August 1654: Ashkenazic merchants Jacob Barsimson,
Solomon Pietersen, and Asser Levy came from Holland
— September 1654: The St. Catherine brough the 23
Sephardic-Brazilian refugees
— Late 1654, Early 1655: Several additional Sephardic
merchants arrived from the Netherlands

¢ Petrus Stuyvesant, local Director-General wanted to
impose the Dutch Reformed religion on them

* Jews in Holland convinced the West India Company
to accept some Jews in New Amsterdam
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Elsewhere

* Amore De Torres (Yosuf Ben Levy)
— Settled in Surry County, Virginia
— Identified as a Spanish Jew and a farmer

* Late 1600s, group of Jews settled in Newport, R.I.
as a result of the religious tolerance

Some early Pennsylvania colonists were German
Jews

2/28/2022
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Pre-American Revolution
* Both Sephardic and Massacg'j;,gavshi“-‘
Ashkenzic merchants Comeciuitog
began to establish PEN:VSYeg;\\\\fg Now o (18
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homes in colonial ports: MWWQC‘@&\QWMW :”0)
— Newport, RL Delaware ';x\
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— New Amsterdam o cSm"":Q\
— Philadelphia, Penn. Souih Carolina ™
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— Charleston, S.C. R (757
— Savannah, Ga.
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Pre-American Revolution
* By 1730 the Asheknazi Jews outnumbered the
Sephardic
* The nature of the American Jewish community
was Sephardic
* Through the American Revolution colonial
synagogues adhered to Sephardic ritual and
controlled all aspect of Jewish religious life.
12
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1820-1880

* Jews emigrated predominantly from Central
Europe

Many settled in New York City, Philadelphia, and
Baltimore

* German-speaking Jewish groups settled in Albany,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Louisville, Minneapolis,
New Orleans, St. Louis, and San Francisco

13

1820-1880

* Most the Jewish immigrants in this period came
from:

— Bavaria
— Baden
— Wiirttemberg

— Posen

* They left Germany to get away from repressive
legislation and disruptions to the agricultural
peasant economy

14

1820-1880

¢ German Jews came from small hamlets and
market towns

* They were tradesmen and cattle dealers

* Suffered:

— From taxes

— Limitations on right to marry

— Difficulties finding employment
— Trouble finding places to live

15
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1881-1924

* 1880 - 1/6th of the
250,000 American Jews
were Eastern European
immigrants

* By 1920 those
immigrants and their
children made up
almost 5/6ths of the 4
million Jews in America

Alfred and Elizabeth L nge

16

AREA OF LEGAL JEWISH
SETTLEMENT IN RUSSIA
IN 1825

The “Fole. of
_Settlomert.”

Jewish Pale of Settlement

17

Pale of Settlement

18
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1881-1924

* From 1800 to 1900, Jewish population in Eastern
Europe went from 1.5 million to 6.8 million

* They were confined to the Pale of Settlement

* 75% of the immigrants came from the Pale of
Settlement

* 18% came from Galicia, Bukovina, or Hungary

4% came from Romania

19

Reasons for Emigrating

* The large increase of the population

* Industrialization and modern agriculture

* The Pogroms of mob violence that ushered in three
decades of anti-Jewish actions

* May Laws of 1882 and other economic policies of
pauperization

* Banishments from Moscow, St. Petersburg and Kharkov

¢ The 1905 Revolution

20

1880-1924

21
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Migration Patterns

* Jews from southern Russia crossed into Austro-
Hungary then on to Vienna or Berlin

* Jews from western Russia crossed into Germany to
Berlin

* Most Jews then headed to transatlantic ports:
— Hamburg
— Bremen

— Rotterdam
— Amsterdam
— Antwerp

22

U.S. Immigration Concerns

* There were many concerns over the Jewish
immigrants

* So many were poor, many feared they would
require public aid

» Immigration laws were getting tighter, identifying
an ever-growing list of “unacceptable immigrants”

23

Post-1924

* Quota restrictions began to limit the numbers of
Jews who could receive visas to enter the U.S.

* In Nazi-occupied areas, Jews were not allowed
passports, which meant they couldn’t get a Visa

* Some managed affidavits

* Quota restrictions were not adjusted to assist Jews
from escaping Nazi Germany

24
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QUESTIONS?

Immigrant Aid
Societies

What did immigrant aid societies do?

* Satin on Board of Special Inquiry Hearings

* Served as interpreters

* Helped locate family and friends

* Found housing and work for recent immigrants

* Held naturalization classes

* Arranged marriages for couples

* Accompanied immigrants to residences in major cities or railroad stations

* Held religious services at immigration stations like Ellis Island

* Put up bonds for any immigrants deemed an LPC (likely public charge)

27
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Public Charge Bonds

* Immigrant aid societies may post a bond on behalf
on an immigrant

* These bonds are a payment to the U.S. government

* The person(s) named on the bond are responsible
for any debts incurred by the immigrant

28

wee Presenta;

Public Charge Bond

29

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society

* 1881 - Founded in
response to Jews fleeing
the pogroms in Russia
and Eastern Europe

* 1904 - Established a
bureau on Ellis Island

e 1911 - Kosher kitchen
installed on Ellis Island

30

10
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BROWSE - HOWTO- ABOLT -

Harris Poorvu Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society Boston Port Digital Archives

Recent Additions About this collection

Restricted file Torequest acce:

or to schedule an appoinmEnt (o see 4 JHC col

e been digitizec, emailjhcreference®nehgs.or
1245,
Hebrew Immigrant The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Soety (HIAS) was founded in New York
A Society, Bostan, City i the 18805 by the Russian Jewish community of New York in
influs of fieeing the

Pograms in the Pale of Settlement in Russia and Eastern Europe. in
1885, a shelier which was used to house many of the immigrants
addopted the nameHebrew Sheltering House Assodiation. This
‘organization merged with HIAS in 1909 and by 1914, had branches
Restricted file ‘aperating in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washinglen, .C.

digital. AmericanAncestors.or
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This collaction includes records of the Boston HIAS office only. For
information about the New Yark HIAS records, contactthe American
Jewish Historical Society in New York

Arrival cards for the HIAS Boston office are available on
Familysearch,org.

jew the finding aid

Related Material
Researching the Hebrew immigrant Aid Society Records? You may
also find the following collections are of interest.

Collections:
View the finding aidby selecting the call number,
View a specific collection’s digitized materials by selecting the
collection name
« Immigrants Mutual Ald Society, Inc. Records (-109)
* Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston Records (-
220 and 1-220A)
« Harry Spiro Papers(P-1005)

Database:
American Ancestors Database: Boston, MA: Hebrew Immigrant
Ald Society Immigration Records, 1904-1929, This searchable
database presents the records from Box 211 of the Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society Boston Port. Records include passenger

lists, ship arrivals, correspondence, and lists of immigrants who
were detained and deported,

digital. AmericanAncestors.or

32

The Wynes Family
Jewish Hes

.
v B e Gemaocta socumy

Callections Unpeocessed Materal  Subjects  Names  Record Groups @

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society Boston Port Records
B i eiter 194

ot Sy | Hobrow i Al Secioty st Port Kncond

Collection organization

Mo inigant 4 Sasaty o Bt (Orgaizitin
Language of Materisle

jewishheritagecenter.libraryhost.com
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Digital {85 8
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Harme: » Hebrew immigrant Al Socity, Boston, Massachusets  Hebrew Imimigrant Al Saciety

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, Boston, Massachusetts

Hebrew Immigrant Ald Society, Boston, Massachusetts

@ Transeript

digital. AmericanAncestors.org
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Home » Hebrew Immigrant Ald Society, Boston, Massachusetis > Hebrew Immgrant Al Society,

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, Boston, Massachusetts

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, Boston, Massachusetts

A NIV ATULALIZATMN PAPER 1N LIEU OF ONE LOST, MUTILATEIY, 08 DESTROYED

Take ar mail this to-

R Page 1

digital. AmericanAncestors.or
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© item Description

P migrant id Society, Boston,

Collection Number .96
Dates 194
Box Number ® _ »
Folder Number 60
Subjects immigration

Workd War |

World War I

Displaced persons

Socialservices

Holocaust

Antisemitism

Description Individual Case Files; Gokiman, Sarah

Name Sarah Goldman
Country of Origin Russia
Actess Request Access

Rights User has an obligation to determine copyright or other use restrictions
priar 10 publication or distribution. Please ¢ontact the archives at
Jncreference@nengs.org or 617.226-1245 for more information.

Language English
Repository Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center, New England Historic Genealogical
Society

HIAS Case File — Sarah Goldman

38

Replacement Naturalization - HIAS Case Files (Sarah
Goldman), Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center

39
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Volume. e

Ship Destinatien

DI i i i

Search Database e e

@ Bovion, MA: Hebrew Immigrant AM Socicty Immmigration Records, 1804-192
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Form E.No. 50 0314 o0
PORT OF BOSTON 7

wbin Staamer. U
St e HEBREW IMMIGRANT AID SOCIETY b G MAOC”
/ et amios 1AV 72.= 4

@) 7 55 i @) @ ® &

Famo... S 2 Y Lol ok sors.... 22T

© @ o

Ocxupation o el Read.. V... Write Y\ Last Permanent Residenco—Russia, Austria, Roumania-

TorearBasom, ruter s LD L L )i Q244 5
A «1e)
Nied J ot or Tow / e Money Brought s,
oo Q
AR /
(20) /
Place of 8irth - aseia, Avstria, Roumania, Tarkes-Eorope, Turkey-Asia, " AR h
WA
L ——y
After Investigation return this card to Hebrew Sheltering and Immigrant Ald Society of America, 229-231 E. Broadway, N. Y.
Arrival Card Example

46

o Lol fon y
Hearis. \(/L/‘M/ =
maadle voritera

GutlasdL0he ptloe

"Detained, husband
appeared Morris Shpak 1
Minont St. marble worker at
corner off Portland S
Chardon Sts for Aaron Carr,
18 [cents] Per [hourly rate],
Hearing Nov. 12, 1904, Yenta
Spak 28 Motel 9, Itzik 78

- = e Shinilek"

P4 MY ENC P B

0w

Back of Arrival Card

47

CENTER
SJEWISH
HISTORY

Collection organization

Archives.cjh.org

48
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fmma Lazarus Project

[ AjHsS Otin | et | Gt | o | e

Search the HIAS Client Database

. 18551980, click on the "Master Index Card Search” tab,
= For arrival records approximately 19802016, click on the “HIAS Database Search” tab.

equestaddhionsl information on ndnduatclienss
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Displaying 12 of 2

R i -
64809 »
Date: 22411967
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HIAS Master Index Card Example
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e
E AJ Hs ety Q) Smithsonian About | Collections | Scholars | Vst | Emma Lazarus Project

* For arrival records approximately 1980-2016, click on the "HIAS Database Search” tab.

There are 3 opt that govern results for the “Last Name™ field

1. Fuzzy - when ex ke setting

Request addicional nformation on individual clients

Master Index Card Search HIAS Database Search
LostHama SasrenTipe Frst ams i Counry
Fuzzy
Gase to Artval Dt

ajhs.org/hias-search

52

= Moowt | Collctions | Scholars | Visit | Emmalazarus Project

[ AJHs

Displaying 1-100f 16

Last Narne: ABRAMOVICI Birth Country: Unknown Arrival Date: 05/20/1981
First Name: ISRAEL Case No.: 81-00654

Last Narne: BRONSTEIN Birth Country- Union of Soviet Socialist
First Name: ISRAEL Republics
Case No.: 8200542.X

Last Name: BUZUKASHVILI Birth Country: Union of Soviet Socialist Arrival Date: 12/30/1980
First Name: ISRAEL Republics
Case No.; TT-206639

Last Name: DOV Birth Country: United States of America
First Name: ISRAEL se No.; $1-00313X
Last Narme: DZHANASHVILL Birth Country- Union of Soviet Socialist Arrival Date: 04/26/1985
First Name: ISRAEL Republics
Case No.: 85-00082

archives.cjh.org

53

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
@ PRINT [B Catalog Print List (0)

Hebrew Aid Society ( i (s)
Print List
Card file of detaines Immigrants, 1 1 Add
AUthor:  Hebrew Immigrant Ald Soclety (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
3 Add
Jewish Society of
Saclety of Greater Philadelphia
Immigrant records, 1884-1952 Add
Author:  Hebrew Immigrant Ald Seciety (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
Landing verification cards, 1907-1914 Add
Author:  Hebrew Immigrant Ald Society (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
Naturalization cards, 13001940 ad
Author:  Hebrew Immigrant Ald Society (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
1884-1934 Add

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Sceiety (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)

familysearch.o

54

18

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Getting Started in Jewish Genealogy

2/28/2022

= 7
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ABROMowIcH | JACOB M |44 . L RAPRIL ITr- ALLIANCE Cotony
| ACER AN He 1M |ie KAmEniz JUNE 11815 PHILALTPA.
ALISSEL DORA F 23l TARNOW OCTag pes NEW YoRK, N.Y.
| BvAbJA ISAAS M 24 KDUNR, Fus. FEB RICHMEND
ARS. [ETFY | j2 Siinny nud | RPRIL Y 10
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RRN3oHN isAAe Ml £ 2
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ADELSTEM | 1sRAEL (M SEPT.2, ikr

Immigrant Record Example
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NATURALIZATION (zd) s/15/%52

Isasc Gross (Itsik)

6744Chew St., B. 7203 Germantown Ave, Phila., Pa.
Born May 16, 1877 at Belaya Tserkov,Russia
Arr. fromBamburg, Germany to N.Y. Feb. 1., 1908

88 Pennsylvania

Marriedfuly 1903 at Belaya lzerkov, Russia to

Mary, born Dec. 1885 at Belaya Trorkov

Myer, born Sept. 1916 at Fhila., Pa.

Firstpapers made in Dist#dot Court, Phila.,Fa.
xRmbx 1§ept. 3, 1920 #124884

Naturalization Card Example

56

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society passenger cards of the MS St. Louis
@ Docume

 Numer: 19

collections.ushmm

57
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QUESTIONS?

Passenger Lists

Passenger Lists

* Many Jewish immigrants arrive under their Yiddish
name or Yiddish nickname

This makes identifying your ancestor all the harder

* Mis-indexing and typos compound the problem

Traditional “Soundex” searching seldom useful for
Eastern European surnames

60
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IMMIGRATION. OF
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S.S. Cambroman, 24 Nov 1907, NYC
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Gender

Setect

Day  Month  Year Location

Race/Nationality

e

Search for Solomon Frankfurt Arrival

62
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' l,‘l
Is there a departure
list?

Relationship

Occupation

Hamburg Passenger List Search

65

All Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934 Farrbun
results for S*Lom* Frank*

22
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Schloma Frankfurt

in the Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934

Schloma Frankurt

Send Your Find Home!

Name Age
Schloma Frankfurt w

67
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Search Fiters o o
frank® =
e 1890 CIs sl

Name

Hide additional fields & -

i v soime %,
ecord  Frankfover Jeb

Editserch | New Searh t

Results 1-4.0f4

1-40f4
This database s an indexto the
passenger lists of ships arriving

from foreign ports at the port of

All New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1957
results for Frank*

lasgon,Sotand
S
e

Vow e 4 e
(o e £ G2
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= . 1890 -
e
b (it e o
List i 1890

Glasgow, Scotland
and Moville,
ireland

Glasgow, Scotland
and Movile,
Ireland

Glasgow, Scotland
and Hoville,
I

Ethricity/  Ship
Nationality Name
State
Russian  of
Indiana
state
Russian  of
Indiana
State
Swedish  of
Indiana
State
Swedish of
Indiana

Perpage 50 v

Providedin
association with
National
Archives and
Records
Administration

ship
image L

®

®
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Use JewishGen’s Town
Finder
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JewishGen Communities Database

Searching for Town (Phonetically like) : KLETSK

K om S, 27 Feb 022 33118100 0700

e 030

Modern Town & Afer Wt
Conniey G Town/
Country.

ED

Number of matches = 1

Another Search? u Also try th ishGen

X Back to the JewishGen Home Page

JewishGen &

JewishGen Town Finder

2/28/2022
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Ultimately...

Many factors affected your Jewish ancestor’s
decision to immigrate

Many Jewish immigrants arriving after 1880 trace
back to the Russian Pale of Settlement

Aid from HIAS may mean records exist that can
aid your research

The many names your ancestor had directly
affects your ability to find them in passenger lists

74
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Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANKYOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HisTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2022
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