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Senior Genealogist of the 

Newbury Street Press

Class 4: Tracing Female Ancestors in America

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 2



OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Basics of mtDNA
• Basics of the X Chromosome
• Case studies
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Voice of
Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist
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Basics of mtDNA
• mtDNA is inherited from a person’s mother

• Matrilineal-related people (even several 
generations back) share the same mtDNA markers

• People who do not share the same markers are not 
matrilinealy related within recorded history (a few 
centuries)

• Most cases involve the solicitation of many people 
and existing descendants who have already 
participated
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Examples of Inheritance
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mtDNA (descendancy) 
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Types of Tests
• FamilyTreeDNA is largely the only option for 

meaningful mtDNA analysis, offering mtDNA
plus ($89), mtDNA Full Sequence ($149)

• 23andme’s test will indicate the mtDNA
haplogroup only
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Tip
mtDNA tests do not 

predict the exact degree 
of matrilineal kinship

Class 4: Tracing Female Ancestors in America

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 9



Famous Uses of 
mtDNA
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mtDNA – The Russian Romanovs

Class 4: Tracing Female Ancestors in America

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 11



mtDNA mismatch - heteroplasmy
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Tomb of Estrid Svensdatter
• Buried near son Sven II, one 

of the last Danish Viking 
Kings who died 1074

• Died around 70 years old

• Was this her tomb or one of 
Sven’s daughters-in-law?

• Body was about 35 years old
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Louis XVII, Titular King of France
• Died of Tuberculosis in 1795 (parents 

guillotined two years earlier)

• Doctor who performed autopsy 
smuggled heart away from Paris in a 
handkerchief

• Stolen by a student

• Returned to the Spanish Bourbons

• In 1975 given to Basilica of Saint-
Denis, home of the royal Bourbon 
crypt

• DNA tests done in 2004
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Heart gets Royal Funeral
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Richard III, Leicester
• Killed at Battle of Bosworth 1485

• Buried beneath by Church of 
the Grey Friars, Leicester

• Church demolished during 
Henry VIII’s dissolution of 
monasteries

• Remains found under car park
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Eighteen matrilineal generations! 
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Jesse James, J. Frank Dalton, 
James LaFayette Courtney
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James LaFayette Courtney Jesse James
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Could More Be Done?
• Y-DNA analysis was not undertaken, but is 

possible

• Y-DNA analysis was done on the Courtney-Haun
family, despite members of that family disagreeing 
with results
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Lincoln DNA Study
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QUESTIONS?
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Female Native 
American Ancestors
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A different than expected 
haplogroup
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Haplogroup A
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Catherine Pillard = 8enta, daughter of Du 
Plat and Annengthon (Hurons)
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Tip
mtDNA research will not be 

applicable for many challenges 
involving female ancestors

(or your own is “useless”)
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Keep Looking!
My own “Native American” line
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Why You Can’t Use the X-DNA
• Random inheritance from several ancestors and not gender linked
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My Daughter’s X-Chromosome
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Tip
Don’t rely too much on 

the x chromosome
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Matrilineal or gender alternating 
relatives tested
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Parents, 3 Grandparents, 2 great-uncles

Class 4: Tracing Female Ancestors in America

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Sister, Niece, Grandniece
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Still a lot of x with a Second Cousin twice 
removed, yet none with a great-uncle

Class 4: Tracing Female Ancestors in America

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



Native American DNA along the 
X-Chromosome
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Pattern of Inheritance
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Pattern of Inheritance
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Pattern of Inheritance
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QUESTIONS?
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New England 
Examples
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Esther Dyer of Braintree, Vermont
• Born Vermont, about 1790

• Married Braintree, Vermont, 1814, George 
Flanders, and moved to New York

• In later censuses, Esther lived with Tarrant Dyer, a 
grandson of Ichabod Dyer, Sr. of Braintree, 
Vermont

• Based on the 1800 censuses, Esther could be a 
daughter of Ichabod Dyer, Jr., or his eldest son 
Ichabod Dyer, Jr.
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Which family does Esther belong to?
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Matrilineal descendants
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Matrilineal descendants
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Expected Conclusions
• Matrilineal descendants of Phebe Nichols should match 

descendants of Margaret (_____) Nichols

• Matrilineal descendants of Mary Jones should match 
descendants of Priscilla Mullins

• Matrilineal descendants of Esther Dyer should match one 
of these two groups

• If Esther’s descendants match the Nichols bunch, she was a 
daughter of Phebe Nichols and Ichabod Dyer, Jr.

• If Esther’s descendants match the Mullins/Alden bunch, 
she was a daughter of Mary Jones & Ichabod Dyer, Sr.
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Results!
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Esther Dyer is a daughter of 
Ichabod Dyer, Sr. and Molly Jones
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Mrs. Priscilla Ramsdell
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Priscilla (_____?) Ramsdell
• Married possibly by 1648 

to John Ramsdell of Lynn, 
MA

• Names son Aquila 

• Some interactions with 
the family of Oliver 
Purchase of Lynn (son of 
Aquila)

• Could Priscilla be Oliver’s 
sister?
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Tracing matrilineal descendants
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Going Fishing!

Class 4: Tracing Female Ancestors in America

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 55



Mrs. Ellen Doggett of Hartford
• Ellen marries Roger Doggett, about 1693

• Matrilineal descendant take mtDNA test on 
FamilyTreeDNA

• Until this point, only theory on Ellen’s maiden 
name has been shown to be demonstrably false.
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Warren family of Hartford, CT
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Review
1. mtDNA has been utilized to identify 

remains in several historic examples 
involving tracing present day matrilineal 
descendants

2. Genealogical theories can be corroborated 
or dismissed, provided the right 
descendants exist

3. Not every genealogical problem can be 
aided with DNA evidence
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-female-ancestors-america-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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