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Meet today’s presenter

Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the 

Newbury Street Press
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• History
• Major Record Sets
• Common Challenges
• Research Strategies
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Overview

History

Continued Industrialization
And Immigration

Major Record Sets
Strategies

Using records to find living 
descendants

Voice of
Chris Child
Senior Genealogist

Vital
Church
Probate, Land, and Court
Census and City Directories
Newspaper and Funeral 
Records
World War I Military Census
Immigration and Naturalization
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History
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Changes in Population
1900 - 2000

• Population went of 908,420 to 3,405,565

• 1900 – 26.2% born outside U.S.
– 42% of population in principle cities

• 2000 – 10.9% born outside U.S., of those 48.7% 
naturalized
– 28.2% of population in ten largest cities
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Data from the Census
• 1900/1910 – naturalization status of foreign-born aged 

21 or older

• 1920/1930 – naturalization status of foreign-born 
people

• 1940 – citizenship status of foreign-born people

• 1950 – “Is he naturalized” asked of foreign-born 
people

• 1970-2000 – variation on citizenship question asked 
between 1 out of 5 to 1 out of 20 households
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Connecticut’s Youngest City
• Settled in 1648 as “West Farms” in 

New Haven Colony

• In 1719, became the parish of 
West Parish within New Haven

• Attempted incorporation in 1784

• Joined forces with North Milford 
(part of Milford) to form Orange 
in 1822

• 1921 Split from Orange

• 1961 incorporated as a city
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Vital Records
after 1897
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Vital Record Notes
• Originally recorded at the town level

• 1897 – Statewide registration began

• 1915 – General compliance
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Connecticut General Statues 
Section 7-51

• The department and registrars of vital statistics 
shall restrict access to and issuance of a certified 
copy of birth and fetal death records and 
certificates less than one hundred years old, to the 
following eligible parties ….. (7) members of 
genealogical societies incorporated or authorized 
by the Secretary of the State to business or 
conduct affairs in this state ….
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Earlier versions
• 1971 act provided that members of “legally 

incorporated genealogical societies may have 
access to records”

• 1972 act changed age of majority from 21 to 18

• Public Act 96-258 deleted “legally incorporated” 
and added “incorporated or authorized to do 
business  or conduct affairs in this state

• This language has remained the same since 1996
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Approved Genealogical Societies (14)

• Annual dues range from $10-40

• Some have age restrictions

• Several publish their own 
genealogical journals

• Many have their own libraries

• Some are hereditary society, 
ethnic specific, and/or social 
clubs
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What is not accessible to approved 
genealogists

• Confidential Files relating to Adoption

• Paternity and Surrogacy Agreements

• Sex Amendments related to gender reassignment 

• Social Security Numbers when they appear on 
records
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Rights of Adoptees
• Effective July 1, 2021, all Connecticut-born 

adoptees [18 and over] have unrestricted right to 
request and obtain their original birth certificates. 
The right also extends to the children and 
grandchildren of the adopted person.
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Rights of Access
• Any town hall during normal business hours

• By appointment at the State Vital Records Office in 
Hartford

• In either case, call ahead!
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Planning a Trip to the 
Department of Health

• Three-hour time slots

• Indexes from July 1, 1897 to 
December 31, 2001, for births, 
marriages, and deaths

• Microfilm Roll and frame 
number

• Indexes afterward accessible by 
DPH employees
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Other 20th-Century Indexes
• 1897-2001 Marriage and Death Index available at 

Connecticut State Library Website (versions of 
this information on FamilySearch and Ancestry)

• Ancestry Marriage Index, 1959-2012

• Ancestry Death Index, 1949-2012

• Ancestry Divorce Index, 1968-1997
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Ancestry Marriage Index
• Many first names are 

shortened to first five 
letters

• Some information, but 
not a complete abstract
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Ancestry Death Index
• Likewise, many first 

names shortened to first 
wife letters and spouses’ 
names shortened to first 
four letters

• Some information, but 
not a complete abstract
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Town Clerk Vaults
• Vital Records Indexes

• Land Records

• Probate Records

• Church Records

• Miscellaneous Town 
Records
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Vital Record Index
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Tip
You can ask to look at the 

original certificate, often in 
the second locked area
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20th-Century Birth Records
• If born in a hospital in 

another town, usually on 
file in both town of birth 
and residence

• Number of other children 
and number alive 
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20th-Century Marriage Records
• Usually on file where 

married and where 
parties reside (up to 3 
places)

• Dates of  birth added 
in the 1950s

• Birthplaces of parents 
added later
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20th-Century Death Records
• On file where person 

resided and died

• Birthplaces of 
parents
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QUESTIONS?
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Church Records
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Church Records in the 20th Century
• At the permission of the given 

religion

• Many kept at places of worship

• Many Catholic Records 
(baptisms, marriages, burials) 
transcribed, with limitations
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Catholic Diocese Records
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Actual Catholic Congregations
• Mass at Lebanon, 1780-1781

• Parish in Hartford founded 
in 1829

• Church of the Holy Trinity 
established in 1834 
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archdioceseofhartford.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Document.03.JUL_.bw_.pdf

Will the diocese help you?
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What else you can do?
• Contact the local parish

• Search for transcribed 
records
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CSL Catalog
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American-French Genealogical 
Society Publications

• (out of Woonsocket, Rhode Island)

• St. Joseph Church, North Grosvenordale 
(Thompson), CT, 1872-1990

• St. Mary of the Visitation (Putnam), 1866-2003
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Marriages Elsewhere
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Josephs and Maries
• Joseph Aldo Adrien Verrette = Adrien Joseph 

Verrette

• Hormidas Joseph Ernest Labonte = Ernest 
Hormidas Labonte

• Joseph Leopold Paul Roy = Paul Leopold Roy
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20th-Century
Probate and Land 

Records
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Probate Court Districts
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Probate Collection until 1948
• In reality only goes until 1915, including probate 

files that dragged on until 1948

• Rest kept at probate court

• Often transcribed in town clerk vaults alongside 
vital and land records 
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Court Records
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General Considerations
• 20th and 21st court records can have limited access, 

often to attorneys or the parties involved

• Some information can be obtained online or 
requested

• http://civilinquiry.jud.ct.gov/
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http://civilinquiry.jud.ct.gov/
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Paternity Cases
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City Directories and 
Census Records
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20th Century City Directories
• CSL, CHS, FHL, Ancestry, 

Local Libraries

• By the early 1980, replaced 
by telephone books

• Various online directories 
in the 21st centuries
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21st-Century Online Directories
• Whitepages.com

• FamilyTreeNow.com

• U.S. Public Records

• Some subscription, some free
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Census Records
• 1900-1940 available, 1950 soon! 

• Connecticut never did a state census
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Censuses Relating 
to Indians
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1900 and 1910 Special Census
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Eastern Pequots in 1930 census
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Connecticut Indian Land Claims 
Settlement

• 1666- Connecticut General Assembly voted on 2,000-acre 
reservation in Ledyard for the “western Pequots” and 280 acres in 
North Stonington for the “eastern Pequots”

• By 1790- 2,000 acres reduce to 1,000

• 1855- state sold 800 of the remaining acres

• Elizabeth (George) Plouffe died in 1973, last resident on the 214-
acre Pequot reservation, land passed back to the state

• Grandson Richard Hayward initially tried to claim the land for the 
family, later obtaining federal recognition as the Western Pequot 
tribe and reclaiming the 800 acres sold in 1855
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Modern day usage
• From 1 member in 1973 to 32 by 1982, the 

Mashantucket Pequots now have 1,086 members, 
descending from eleven families on the 1900 census
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Bureau of Indian Affairs Files 
(even if rejected)
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Newspaper Records
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Newspaper Records
• Online databases and Hale Collection

• More informative obituaries; select 
marriage announcements; and births

• Varies by region

• Large collection of newspapers on 
microfilm at Connecticut State Library
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Birth Announcements
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Funeral Records
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Funeral Records
• Many Records still kept by 

the funeral homes (if they 
still exist)

• Some homes have published 
abstracts

• Sharing records “at their 
discretion” 
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Godfrey Library, Middletown
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Godfrey Library, Middletown
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Military Records
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Military Records
• Most military records like the rest of the country

• Access limited for the 20th century 

• WW1 and WW2 Draft Cards on Ancestry

• WW1 Military Census
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Connecticut Military Census, 1917

Class 4: Connecticut Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 65



Immigration and 
Naturalization
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St. Albans Border Crossing Index
• Crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 1895-1960

• Named for the crossing at St. Albans, Vermont with 
records there dating 1859-1954

• Several crossings in Maine
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Always look at the second page
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Naturalization Records after 1906
• Federal District Courts in Hartford, New Haven, and 

Bridgeport

• Index, 1851-1992

• Many records through 1973 were transferred to 
NARA in 1984
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More detailed after 1906
• Date and place of arrival

• Current residence and 
occupation

• Physical description and 
later a photograph

• Date and place of birth

• Spouse and children
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Other Miscellaneous 
Records
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Various Records
• School Records

• Business Records

• Photograph Collections
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School Records
• Varies by school

• Mostly kept by school’s 
archives

• Yearbooks often in local 
libraries and sometimes 
online 
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U.S. School Yearbooks, 1900-1999
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Finding Photographs
• Within family trees / findagrave / other websites

• Promoting your research, contacting cousins

• DeadFred
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Business Records
• Manuscript Material

• The larger the business 
the more likely an 
archive might exist

• Often in private hands 
or discarded

• See town histories and 
sources consulted
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The Collections Research Center at 
Mystic Seaport

• Extensive Maritime records, 1720-present

• Connecticut Ship Database, 1789-1939

• American Whaling Voyages, 1688-1927
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QUESTIONS?
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Strategies
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Tracing Descendants
• Compiled genealogy of modern-day descendants 

of a given ancestor

• Seeing if distant cousins have any relics of your 
common ancestors

• Descendants needed for a DNA study
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Find the descendants of William 
and Lucy Child
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1930 Census
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1940 Census
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Marriages up to 2001 (Bride)
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Marriages up to 2001 (Grooms)
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Deaths to 2001
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Social Security Death Index
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Newspapers.com
• Obituaries in Florida and 

Connecticut

• Two daughters and their residences

• 8 grandchildren

• Several great-grandchildren
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Back to Social Security Death Index
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Daughter’s Obituary
• Names brother and sister and their 

residences

• Names children and spouse, and 
grandchildren, all with residences

• Can contact now on public record 
searches
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Two other grandchildren
• Two children identified in son’s widow’s obituary 

in 1973
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FamilyTreeNow
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Current and past addresses
• Emails

• Phone numbers

• Try to verify elsewhere 
before making contact
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Review
1. The 20th and 21st century have the most 

detailed records, but access to them can 
sometimes be a hurdle

2. Newspapers, funeral, and other records 
allow for a more complete biographies of 
relatives for later generations
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/connecticut-research-2022
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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