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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Ten Steps

1 — Shift mental gears

2 — Consider your audience and time frame
3 — Choose a genealogical format

4 — Define your scope and make a TOC

5 — Write and cite!

6 — Review, revise, repeat

7 — Add images

8 — Index

9 — Design

10 - Print or publish
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Basics of Writing Your Family History
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Four Centurfes O

Labor, Love, and Reward
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

What makes an engaging
family history?
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

PLANNING YOUR
FAMILY HISTORY
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Shift mental gears

MIDDLE

END
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Analyze your goals

Audience

Time frame

| .
- Materials

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Basics of Writing Your Family History

Select a format

e Descendancy format (Register style)

e Ahnentafel (ancestor table)

e Biographical dictionaries

e Less formal family histories

e Transcribed and annotated diaries or letters
e Magazine or journal articles

e Family history blog, website, or other online publication
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Standard genealogical formats

* Register style
(descendancy format)

* Ahnentafel
(ancestor table)
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Register (descendancy) style

PAST

PRESENT
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Main person
and spouse(s)

e full names
o vital statistics, with
dates and places

Children

full names

vital statistics
abbreviated format
identification
numbers for any
child who will be
treated in full

Register example

1.

111

.

V1.

Vil

WILLIAM HENRY* MORGAN, b. Llodgeville, lowa {o., Wisc., 3 April
1846; m. NanNcy ANN PICKERELL.®

JouN SaMUEL Morcan, b. Dodgeville, 20 Feb. 1848; m. Sar.aH JANE
Cranx.®

Josera R Morcan, b. Fennimore, Grant Co., Wisc., 30 June 1850;
m. FLORENCE A. STONER..’

Bergammy Frangim Morcan, b, Fennimore, 18 April. 1852; d.
Canton, Dakota Territory, 24 June 1876, of drowning; bur. Oakwood
Cemetery, Lewis, Cass County, lowa. At the age of 24, Benjamin
accidentally drowned in the Little Sioux River in the Canton
Territory of Dakota. No one knows why he went to the Dakota
Territory. His brother Joe brought his body back to Lewis, Towa, for
burial.®

GBORGE OLIN MoORGAN, b. Fennimore, 18 Sept. 1855; m. ELIZABETH
Brack.®

ALRERT BarNEs MoORGAN, b. Watterstown, Grant Co., Wisc., 24 Sept.
1858; m. ELLIE Mar1aH “Erra” Granam.”

Lucmoa AMENDA MoRGAN, b. Watterstown, 8 July 1861; m. Marx
M. ByeNEe.!
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Ahnentafel (ancestor table)

PAST

PRESENT
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Couple

o full names
o vital statistics, with
dates and places

Ahnentafel example

—

gm—

Massachusetts, 8 January 1683/84, at 54 years of age.

John arrived at Plymouth in May 1637, when 16 years of age, with his older cousin,
Richard Derby, serving as Richard’s servant. He worked in Plymouth as a carpenter until
1642, when he apparently returned to Dorset, perhaps to comply with the law requiring
all men to swear fidelity to the king in the Protestation Returns of 1641-42, in order to
protect their rights to inherit property there. He soon returned to Plymouth. By 1649
John and Hope had moved to Barnstable. They owned eight acres of land, bounded on
the north by the County Road (now Route 6A), on the east by the road to Hyannis,
on the south by the commons, and on the west by the homestead of George Lewis Sr.
About 1659, the Chipmans moved to the Great Marshes (West Barnstable, near the
Sandwich line). He served Barnstable both as representative to the Colonial Court and
as selectman. After his second marriage, he moved to Sandwich. He died testate. Hope is
buried at Lothrop Hill Cemetery in Barnstable. John and his second wife are buried in
the Bourne lot at the Old Town Cemetery in Sandwich.**

39524031, :

4032. HENRY GREEN was born circa 161922 (age about 30 in 1652, about 40 in 1659, and

about 54 in 1673), and died at Hampton, New Hampshire, 5 August 1700, aged above
80 years. He married second at Hampton, 10 March 1690/91, Mary (Hussey) Page, who
died 21 January 1733, widow of Thomas Page. (She married third Capt. Henry Dow.)
Henry Green married first,

4033. MARY . who died at Hampton 26 April 1690.

Henry first appears at [pswich, Massachusetts, in 1642 but he had settled in Hampton
by May 1644, when he owned land there. By 1653 he had settled on the south side of the
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

The format is your friend.

The format will guide you as you enter information.

Write:
« generation by generation

 family group by family group

<7 18 o,
& R TN
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

The Descendants of Judge John Lowell of
Newburyport, Massachusetts

Four Generations of the Lowle Family in
England
The First Generation in America
Second Generation
Third Generation
Fourth Generation
Fifth Generation
Sixth Generation . ..
... Fourteenth Generation
Index

Example 1
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Preface
Acknowledgments
About the Format of This Book

Part I: The Keane Family in Ireland
Chapter 1
On the Coast of Ireland: The Keane Family
of Kilcloher, Kilballyowen Parish, County Clare
Chapter 2
Tracing the Keane Family in Ireland: Gleanings
of the Family’s Origins and Ancestry

Part [I: The Keane Family in the United States

Chapter 3
Settling at Sandy Hook: The Keane Family of Sandy

Example 2
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Book parts

Front matter End matter
e About the Format of This Book e Appendices
e Acknowledgments * Bibliography
e Dedication e Glossary
e Foreword e Epilogue
e Introduction * Documents
e Prologue e Credits
e Preface e About the Authors

e Key to Abbreviations e Key to Short References in Notes
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Materials

PR = S

Genealogical Data Stories & Other Materials
— Family group sheets — Earlier family histories
— Descendancy (pedigree) — Letters, diaries
charts — Newspaper articles
— Data in online trees or — Interviews, questionnaires
genealogical software _ Fte
— Copies of records il iy GrouP 3‘,‘,:

Photos/Images
— Photo albums
— Scans of records

— Downloaded images
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Organize
 Align file structure — match physical and
electronic to table of contents

— By surname
— By generation
— Chronological
— Thematical

— By record type etc.

—
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THE WRITING PROCESS
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Software considerations
 Shareability
e Support of footnotes and endnotes
e Automatic-numbering capabilities
e Permits tracking of changes

 Availability of templates / Layout capabilities /
compatibility with other layout programs

* Index-tagging capabilities
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Microsoft Word
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Adding genealogical content

Enter data following the chosen format.

Add the key events in the subjects’ lives.

))) Consistency leads to clarity!
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Vital data

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was born
in Partanna, Trapani, Sicily, Italy, 9 September 1891.
He died in Pompano Beach, Broward County,
Florida, 18 November 1982, and was buried at
Brookside Cemetery in Englewood, Bergen County,
New Jersey. He married at St. Mary’s Church in St.
Bernard Parish, Louisiana, 27 October 1926,
JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.
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Adding narrative

Just start typing.

Later, reread and look for patterns.

Include only what is of interest; omit
information that the reader can easily find
elsewhere.
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

How to add the narrative

Chronologically

Thematically

One topic per paragraph
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Biographical:
What kind of information?

e Education

e Military service

* QOccupations

e Places of residence
e Religious affiliations

e Personal details

86

Descendants of Dr. Nathaniel Saltonstall of Haverhijj

Dr. Nathaniel® Saltonstall

Born at Haverhill, Massachusetts 10 February 1746/47
Died there 15 May 1815
Married at Haverhill 21 November 1780, Anna White

THE ELDEST SON of his father’s third marriage, Dr. Nathaniel
Saltonstall became the head of the Saltonstall family in Essex
County before his fortieth birthday. Unlike his half-brother
Colonel Richard® Saltonstall (1732-1785) or his youngest
brother, Leverett® Saltonstall (1754—1782), Dr. Saltonstall did
not favor the Loyalists, but neither was he notably keen in
support of the rebel cause: “wholly unambitious of public life,”
he was “Diffident and fond of retirement.”!

The financial disarray occasioned by his father’s death
did not keep Nathaniel from being educated at the Boston
Latin School—where he lived with his mother’s older brother,
Middlecott Cooke—and then at Harvard College, from which
he graduated in 1766. He qualified as a doctor in the years
before the Revolution: “The mildness of his manners and
kindness of his disposition excited the confidence of his patients,
and gained their strong attachment. He was remarkable for his
humane and even assiduous attendance on the poor, consoling
them by his cheerful visits and his supplies of medicine and
other necessaries, without any hopes of remuneration.”*

Nathaniel inherited the Cooke mansion on State Street in

Ractnan in 1771 incrand afmasrine infa tha citr fenm Hawvarhill
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Biographical: Where to look

Published sources Unpublished sources

e Census data e Diaries

*  Ship’s registers/immigration records  ° Letters

e Family stori
e Wills and probate amily stories

* Questionnaires
* Deeds/land records

* Interviews
* Obituaries/gravestone inscriptions
* Newspaper articles

* Books/family histories
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

More of the story

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was born at home at Corso Maggiore in Partanna, Trapani,
Sicily, Italy, 9 September 189 Qam ) He died of “old age” at Pompano Beach, Broward County,
Florida, 18 Noveml h okside Cemetery in Englewood, Bergen County, New

. Partanna paris
Jersey. He married ard, Louisiana, 27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.

records

After the First World War endéd;-Erank again travelled to
America around the time of his birthday - this time about a
month after his 29th. As a healthy laborer from Partanna,
Francesco carried $60 aboard the Logan bound from Naples to
New York City. im was his cousin, Giuseppe, and his
final destitration was the New Orleans home of his cousin,
Passenger list ina. The Taormina family in New Orleans
would soon start a food import busmess that would come to

be known as Progresso.

Family stories;
newspaper articles
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Timeline

1914 1927
1918
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1890-1920

Emigration of over 4 million Italians to USA
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Noting ideas

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was bom at home at Corso Maggiore in Partanna,
Trapani, Sicilv, [talv, 9 September 1891 (at 3:30 am.). He died of “"old age™ at Pompano Beach,
Broward Countv, Florida, 18 November 1982, and was buried at Brookside Cemeterv in
Englewood, Bergen Countv, New Jersev. He married at St. Marv's Church in St. Bemard,
Louisiana, 27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.

Afterthe First World War ended, Frank again travelled to America around the time of his
birthday — this time about a month after his 29th. As a healthv laborer from Partanna, Francesco

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" T differed fromhis first trip to Amarica with his
yetindepnyiieeiotinpeysgfitogpiydpupst Sutotooyspoyotodifopiysiufeppmpepn Y parants in 19017

*{ Comment [KH2]: If the destination was Maw
to be known as [Prn gressn] Otlzans, how did Frank sndup dving in Florids but
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ | buriad in Maw Jarsev]

“{ Comment [KH3]: R=szarch the compsmy —
aspacially its baginnines and how it changad hands
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Context:
What kind of information?

e Historical events/eras/background
e Geography

e Cultural and religious beliefs/practices

° Descri tiOIlS Degory Priest arrived in Plymouth on the Mayflower, while his wife and daughters
p remained in Leiden. Bradford wrote of Priest [and others| that “All these dyed soon

after their arrival, in the general sickness that befell. But Digerie Priest had his wife and
children sent hither afterwards, she being Mr. Allerton’s sister.”
* And more... Sarah and her third husband, with her two daughters by Priest, arrived on the Anne
in 1623.
The Pilgrims debarked the Mayflower at Plimoth Plantation in November 1620,
and almost immediately were taken ill. By April 1621, nearly half of the original
102 passengers had died. Among those who perished were Degory Priest and Mary
(Norris) Allerton, wife of Isaac Allerton (see ALLERTON FAMILY) and sister of Degory’s

wife. (See “That which was most sad and lamentable’ at Plimoth Plantation.”)
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Where to obtain background
info for your narrative

Published sources

* Histories

e Timelines

* Maps/Gazetteers

* Websites/Publications
by/about subject matter

e News

Unpublished sources

Manuscript collections
Government records
Interviews

Lectures
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Story in context

Journal article about
After the First World War ended, Frank again travjglEiRlyl{clel
America around the time of his birthday - this-time about a
month after his 29th. Italian immigrationto American had
just begun to taper off after the arrival of 4 million of FranKk’s
countrymen. As a healthy laborer from Partanna, Francesco
carried $60 aboard the Logan bound from Naples to New York
City. With him was his cousin, Giuseppe, and his final
destination was the New Orleans home of his cousin, Rosario
Taormina. So many Sicilians like them had settled there that
the French Quarter was nicknamed “Little Palermo.” The
Taormina family inNew Orleans would soon start a food
import business that would come to be known as Progresso.

New Orleans website
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Just get it all down.
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Document your facts

* Cite as you write!

 Give sources for everything—footnoting at the
end of the relevant sentence, or the end of the
paragraph—or giving a list of references.

e Let your audience determine the formality of your
citation style.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Editing: why, when, who?

Why? -
When? .
Who? °

Automatic spell checker is not enough.
No one can write perfectly the first time through.
You've written over a period of years.

You have a draft of some or all chapters.
You have put the document in a different format.
You've had a break from writing.

You, because you know your content better than anyone
else.

Someone else, because you are too close to what you
know better than anyone else.
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PUTTING IT TOGETHER
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

DIY or get help?

Step You Someone else*

1 - Write v

2 - Edit your manuscript v and v/
3 - Select illustrations v

4 - Scan, crop, and edit images v v

5 - Design and lay out pages v v

6 - Proofread pages v v

7 - Create front matter v v

8 - Design a cover v v

9 - Index v
10 - Print « (booklet/binder) v/ (book)
11 - Distribute your work v v

* Friend or family member, freelance editor or designer, or publishing service

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Incorporating narrative into
genealogy

Insert after birth-death-marriage info, within a genealogical

sketch.

Include narrative chapters before and/or after the
genealogical presentation.

Insert narrative or explanatory information in features /
sidebars / boxed inserts.

Provide transcriptions of wills, interviews, or letters in one or
more appendixes.
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Narrative chapters and within sketches
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Narrative then genealogy
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Basics of Writing Your Family History

Incorporating genealogy
into narrative

Make the main body of your text a narrative and
include the genealogy — Register style or AT — as
end matter.

Provide genealogical information in chart form.
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Narrative with genealogy in back

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

56



Basics of Writing Your Family History

Thematic narrative
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Ancestry written as narrative
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ing images
Bowme ...
l ! Tall, medium, or # / / .
_ | short (specify which)? ... _/..Z:C-:_/ ...... Slender, mediom, or stout (which) 7.
2 f 3 J_/._bf‘f P g 4 S Color of hair? ././S-d—.z.l.fﬂ:é- -’:’..- Ba |

the pcruq%egiatered has read his own
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Where to find images

e Family papers, diaries, letters

e Family photo albums: yours and other relatives’

* Books and periodicals
» Libraries, historical societies, other repositories
e Online image portals

* General Internet image searches (e.g., Google;
Bing)
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and ownership.

Do not download and use images
without appropriate permission.
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Photo insert
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[TacoB] PLITT ANCESTRY
orf RuINEHART Louls BrRownN

Jacob Plitt =
’—1

Valtin Plitt = Lena Roder
’—l

Jacob Plitt =
’—1

Johann Mattheus Plitt = Barbara

’—1

Johann Jacob Plitt = Anna Clara Wehn

Johann Craft Plitt Johann Georg Plitt
= Anna Dorothea Wehn = Anna Barbara Wehn
\—‘ l—‘

Johann Georg Plitt Anna Catharina Plitt
= Anna Elisabetha Plitt = Johann Craft Heinzerling

\—\
Anna Dorothea Plitt
= Johann Georg Grossman
|
I
Anna Maria Grossmann = Tobias Heinzerling

’—1
Maria Catharina Heinzerling = Johann Ludwig Wehn

ﬁ Anna Maria Wehn = Johann Philipp Braun ﬁ

ﬁ Ludwig Caspar Rheinhardt Braun = Ann Otelia Ernst ﬁ
’—1

Rhinehart Louis Brown = Lucy Wilson King
Charts
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Design: why, when, who?

Why? < Design helps clarify structure.
e Font must be easily readable.

e Margins must be adequate.

When? °* Your manuscript is edited and complete.

e All images are in hand.

Who? °* You, if you are feeling creative

e Designer or publisher
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Cover design process
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Write
IF USING
_ PAGE
e LAYOUT
. el |mport text into page
Manuscript Finalize text - layout software

Pages Add images Add images

Finalize pages

Finalize pages

Proofread Proofread

Make printer
PDF

Make printer
PDF

3
=
=3
—
.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

69



Basics of Writing Your Family History

Possible ways to print

e Athome, on an inkjet or laser printer
e Atalocal copy shop
e Atacommercial printer

e Via an online service (Shutterfly, Blurb,
Snapfish, SmugMug; Lulu, CreateSpace,
iUniverse, etc.)

* By working with a publisher or publishing
service
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Publisher

-You do some work

yalties
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1 - Shift mental gears

2 — Consider your audience and time frame
3 — Choose a genealogical format

4 — Define your scope and make a TOC

5 — Write and citel!

6 — Review, revise, repeat

7 — Add images

8 — Index

9 - Design

10 — Print or publish
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