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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Adopt the Regiment
• Post-Service Records
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Strategy: Adopt the 
Regiment
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Adopt the Regiment Check list
• Determine who the other soldiers in the same vessel, 

company, and or regiment are.

• Create a spreadsheet of names and dates.

• Repeat the steps as you would for your own ancestor

• Locate where they resides to search for diaries and 
letters they may have left.

• Search Pension files for mutual "affidavits"

• Create a Social Media page for descendants
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www.Facebook.com
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• National Soldiers’ home records

• Pension Union & Confederate

• G.A.R. records

• United Confederate Veterans

• Hereditary Societies

Post-service records
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National 
Soldier Homes
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familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Military_Old_Soldiers_Home_Records
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Union & Confederate Soldier Homes
• National Soldier Home Records are located on 

both Ancestry and Family Search for both Union 
and Confederate Soldier Homes.
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/828792
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Togus, ME Soldiers Home
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Togus, ME Soldiers Home
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ancestry.com/search/collections/61889/
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ancestry.com/search/collections/61889/
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ancestry.com/search/collections/61889/
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ancestry.com/search/collections/60055/
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Approved Application – Ancestry.com
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Disallowed Applications
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Disallowed Applications
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Disallowed Applications
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QUESTIONS?
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Union
Pensions
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Pension files
• Held at National Archives

• T288 Index

• T289 Index
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Types of Pensions
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Invalid Pension
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Widow
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Mother or Father’s Pension
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Remarried Widow
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Invalid, Widow, and Minor Child
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NATF-85 order form
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https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/start.swe
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Tip
Visit the archives and 

use a digital camera for 
free!
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• Declaration for pension and pension application

• Certificate of disability

• Surgeon’s certificate with disability description (form and 
sketch)

• Questionnaires (Form 3-447 used before 1902; Form 3-389; 
widow questionnaire)

• Affidavits (for and against the pensioner)

• Correspondence

• Bills and receipts

Typical Pension file papers
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Declaration for Invalid Pension
and Increase for Pension Forms
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Surgeon’s certificate
• Includes a form and sketch describing disability
• Form provides:

– Date of examination
– Name and rank of claimant
– Claimant’s post office address
– Cause of disability
– If a pensioner, the amount 

of pension
– Claimant’s statement 
– Full description of disabilities
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Questionnaire Form 3-447
• Used before 1902
• Genealogical goldmine of information

Class 3: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40



Form 3-447 asks:
When were you born ?
Where were you born ?
When did you enlist ?
Where did you enlist ?
Where had you lived before you  

enlisted ?
What was your post office address 

at enlistment ?
What was your occupation at 

enlistment ?
When were you discharged ?
Where were you discharged ?
Where have you lived since discharge? 

Give dates, as nearly as possible, 
of any changes of residence.

What is your present occupation ?
Physical description
What is your height ? (feet. & inches) 
Your weight ?
The color of your eyes ?  
The color of your hair ?
Your complexion ?
Are there any permanent marks or scars 

on your person? If so, describe.

What is your full name ? Please write it 
on the line below, in ink, in the 
manner in which you are 
accustomed to sign it, in the 
presence of two witnesses who 
can write.
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Questionnaire Form 3-389
• Used as of 1915
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Form 3-389 asks:
Date and Place of Birth; The name of Organization in which you served ?
What was your post office at Enlistment ?
State your wife’s full name and her maiden name.
When, where and by whom were you married? 
Is there any official or church record of your marriage ?; If so, where ?
Were you previously married ? If so, state the name of your former wife, the date 

of  the marriage, and the date and place of her death or divorce. If there 
was more than one previous marriage, let your answer include all 
former wives.

If your present wife was married before her marriage to you state the name of 
her former husband, the date of such marriage and the date and place of 
his death or divorce, and state whether he ever rendered any military or 
naval service, and if so, give name of the organization in when he 
served. If she was married more than once before her marriage, to you, 
let your answer include all former husbands.

Are you now living with your wife, or has there been a separation?
State the names and dates of birth of all your children, living or dead.

Class 3: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 43



Widow’s pension
• After Sept. 8, 1916, accompanied

by a questionnaire asking:
– Widow’s certificate no.
– Name of soldier (or sailor)
– Service of soldier (or sailor)

“Sir:  I am pensioned under the above certificate 
number, because of the service of the soldier (or 

sailor) named.  I was his wife during the Civil 
War.  I am ___ years of age, having been born 

_______ at ________.  I am entitled to the 
increase of pension provided by the first section 

of the Act of September 8, 1916.”

Class 3: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



Pension Application for Mother, father, 
children, and dependent brothers
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Affidavits & 
Correspondence

• Sworn statements regarding the legitimacy of the 
veteran’s claim; expressing the need of pension or 
disability

• Provided by fellow soldiers, doctors, state and 
federal soldiers’ home, or neighbors

• Guardian declaration for minor child pension
• Letters from veteran or his family regarding        

application for pension 
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Bills and receipts
• Bills and Receipts for the veteran and his widow 

billable to the Pension Office
• Last payment to the veteran or widower
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Tips when visiting
NARA in Washington, D.C.

• Copy all application and certificate numbers 
carefully on your slips.

• Turn in slips on a regular basis if you have many 
requests.

• COPY THE ENTIRE FILE!! – sort later

• Don’t forget the Wrappers sheets
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Making sense of the paperwork
• Sort copies out in chronological order

• Make sure front and back is together

• Make another set of your copies and work with 
the original set only when needed.
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U.S. Navy Pensions
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fold3.com/title/120/navy-survivors-certificates
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fold3.com
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fold3.com

Class 3: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 58



fold3.com
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fold3.com/title/780/navy-survivors-originals-disapproved
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fold3.com/title/121/navy-widows-certificates
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fold3.com/title/783/navy-widows-originals-disapproved

Class 3: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 62



QUESTIONS?
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Confederate 
Pensions
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Confederate Pension Records

• Not located at the National Archives.

• State repositories maintain the original records.
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Confederate Pensions Granted
• Alabama (1867)

• Arkansas (1891)

• Florida (1885)

• Georgia (1870)

• Kentucky (1912)

• Louisiana (1898)

• Mississippi (1888)

• Missouri (1911)

• North Carolina (1867)

• Oklahoma (1915)

• South Carolina (1887)

• Tennessee (1891)

• Texas (1881)

• Virginia (1888)
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Ancestry
• Alabama: Pension & Service, 1862-1947

• Georgia: Pension Applications, 1879-1960

• Tennessee: Pension Index
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FamilySearch
• Arkansas: Veteran Pensions, 1901-1929

• Florida: Veteran and Widows Pensions, 1885-1955

• Kentucky: Veteran Pensions, 1912-1950

• Louisiana: Veteran Pensions, 1898-1950

• Mississippi: Veteran and Widows Pensions, 1900-1974

• Missouri: Veteran Pensions, 1911-1938

• North Carolina: Veteran and Widows Pensions, 1885-1953
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archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate-pension-records
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Confederate Pension 
Documents
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Alabama Application
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Texas Application
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Mississippi – Questionnaire
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Missouri – Military Proof
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Arkansas – Medical
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Kentucky – Correspondence
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Missouri – Correspondence
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Oklahoma – Soldier's Letter
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Tennessee Historical Interviews
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North Carolina – Widow's 
Application
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Alabama Widow's Application
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Georgia Pensions
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http://vault.georgiaarchives.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/TestApps
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Grand Army of the 
Republic (G.A.R)
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Grand Army of the Republic
• Formed: April 6, 1866

• The GAR hard largest enrollment in 1890, with 
410,000 members.

• Dissolved: August 2, 1956
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G.A.R. Records
• G.A.R. Records are not centralized
• Photographs of members
• Annual Encampments
• Newspaper articles
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United Confederate 
Veterans (U.C.V.)
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United Confederate Veterans
• Formed: June 10, 1889

• Headquarters: New Orleans, LA

• The organization grew rapidly throughout the 
1890s with a total of 1,555 that were present at 
the 1898 reunion.

• Dissolved: December 31, 1951

• Post records not centralized
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Confederate Veteran Magazine
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Confederate Veteran Magazine
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"The Last Muster" Confederate Veteran Magazine
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Last Veterans 
and Widows
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Last  Confederate Veteran

Pleasant Riggs Crump

died December 31, 1951 
(Age 104)
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Last Union Veteran

Albert Woolson
died August  2, 1956 

(Age 109)
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The Last Confederate Widow
Last Confederate
Maudie Hopkins

d. 8-17-2008, age 93
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Last Union Widow

Helen Viola Jackson

died December 16, 2020 
(Age 101)

Last Civil War Widow?
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Hereditary Societies
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Civil War Hereditary Societies
• MOLLUS - The Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the 

United States (1865)

• Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (1881)

• Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
(1883)

• Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War (1885)

• Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic (1885)

• United Daughters of the Confederacy (1894)
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Civil War Hereditary Societies
• Children of the Confederacy (1896)

• Sons of Confederate Veterans (1896)

• National Society Daughters of the Union (1912)

• Military Order of the Stars and Bars (1938)

• National Order of the Blue and Gray (1990)
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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