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David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

Class 2: Filling in the Gaps

Researching
Civil War Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Draft registration
• Hospital records
• Prisoner records
• Official Records of the War 

of the Rebellion

• Photography
• Published resources
• Newspapers
• Manuscripts
• Case study
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Voice of
David Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Draft Registration
1863-1865

Ancestry.com/search/collections/1666/
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1863 New York City Draft Riots

Civil War Draft Registrations 
Records, 1863-1865

• Four drafts occurred between 1863 and 1865

• Containing over 3,175,000 records

• 631 volumes of those who registered for the draft

• The records are split into two different classes:
– Class I ages 20-35, 36-45, and those unmarried
– Class II everyone else that registered

Draft Registry Included
• Class

• Congressional district

• County

• State

• Residence

• Name

• Age on July 1, 1863

• Race

• Profession

• Married status

• Birthplace

• Former military service

• Remarks
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1666/

Ancestry.com/search/collections/1666/

Ancestry.com/search/collections/1666/
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Hospital Records

familysearch.org/search/collection/1932430

Fold3.com

Compiled service records 
include card abstracts of 
a soldier's original muster 
including an entry from 
hospital rolls.
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Fold3.com

Prisoner of War

www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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Prisoner of War Camps
• Fort McHenry in 

Baltimore, Maryland, 
once held 15,000 
Confederate veterans.

• Andersonville prison 
camp in Andersonville, 
Georgia, where more 
than 45,000 Union 
soldiers were confined.

https://www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-prisoners.htm

Ancestry.com/search/collections/1124/
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Primary Sources consulted - NARA
• Selected Records of the War Department Commissary General of 

Prisoners Relating to Federal Prisoners of War Confined at Andersonville, 
GA, 1864-65 (Microfilm Publication M1303, 6 rolls)

• Records of the Commissary General of Prisoners, Record Group 249

• Selected Records of the War Department Relating to Confederate 
Prisoners of War, 1861-1865 (Microfilm Publication M598, 145 rolls); War 
Department Collection of Confederate Records, Record Group 109

• Lists of Confederates Captured at Vicksburg, Mississippi, July 4, 1863 
(Microfilm Publication M2072, 1 roll); War Department Collection of 
Confederate Records, Record Group 109

• Register of Confederate Soldiers, Sailors, and Citizens who Died in 
Federal Prisons and Military Hospitals in the North, 1861-1865 
(Microfilm Publication M918, 1 roll); Records of the Office of the 
Quartermaster General, Record Group 92

Ancestry.com/search/collections/1124/

Andersonville (Union Soldiers)
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Confederate Soldiers captured at Vicksburg

Camp Chase (Confederate Prisoners)

Ancestry.com/search/collections/60369/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/60369/

Ft. Delaware, DE – Military Prison

familysearch.org/search/catalog/2019835
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Deaths and Burials
• vol 28 Prisoner burial index 1864-1865

• vol 28 Prisoner burials 1864-1865

• vol 28 Prisoner burials 1864 Feb-1865 Apr, no 
1-2356, 5851-7450, 7501-12848

• vol 28 Prisoner burials 1864 Mar-1865 Apr, 
A-H

• vol 28 Prisoner burials from Indiana 1864 
Mar-Aug, no 78-4733

• vol 28 Prisoner burials in Small Pox cemetery 
1864 Mar 12-Aug 18, no 1-64

• vol 41 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Feb 27-May 2, no 1-849

• vol 42 1/2 Prisoner burials 1864 Feb-1865 
Apr, no 1-12852

• vol 42 1/2 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Sep 16-1865 Apr 28, no 8930-12848  

• vol 42 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Aug 22-Sep 16, no 507-8929  

• vol 114 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Feb 27-Jul 13, no 1-3240  

• vol 115 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Jul 13-Aug 22, no 3241-6506  

• vol 116 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1862 Aug 22-Sep 16, no 6507-8929  

• vol 117 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Sep 16-Oct 31, no 8930-11704  

• vol 118 Prisoner deaths and burial registers 
1864 Nov 1-1865 Apr 28, no 11705-12848   

Vol. 28 Prisoner burials 1864 Mar-1865 Apr, A-H

fold3.com/title/626/
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Civil War Subversion Investigations

Ancestry.com/search/collections/5256/

Ancestry.com/search/collections/5256/
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Pardons by President Andrew Johnson

QUESTIONS?

Official Records of the 
War of the Rebellion

37

38

39

Class 2: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



12/7/2021

14

archive.org

familysearch.org/search/catalog/2810698

Photography
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fold3.com/title/817/

fold3.com/title/817/

fold3.com/title/817/

43

44

45

Class 2: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



12/7/2021

16

fold3.com/title/16/

fold3.com/title/16/

civilwarphotography.org
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civilwarphotography.org/guide-to-finding-civil-war-photographs/

Google.com

Published 
Genealogies
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Wentworth Genealogy (1878)

Wentworth Genealogy (1878)

Published 
Local Histories
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Archive.org

The City of Newburyport in the Civil War (1903)

History of Bristol, N.H. (1904)
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History of Bristol, N.H. (1904)

Newspapers

Newspapers
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Readex - "Early American Newspapers" https://infoweb-newsbank.com

Genealogybank.com
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Newspapers.com

Newspapers.com

Newspapers.com
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chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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Article with photo of veteran

Manuscripts 
and Local 

Historical Societies
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digital.americanancestors.org/digital/collection/p15869coll23

AmericanAncestors.org/events

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid
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Local Historical Societies

Local Historical Societies

Local Historical Societies
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Local Historical Societies

QUESTIONS?

Probate & Deed 
Records
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Probates & Deeds left by your Veteran

PROBATE

• Did they leave a will before enlisting?

• Was there an intestate probate to settle their estate 
after their death?

• Notices in the newspaper of their estate

Probates & Deeds left by your Veteran
DEEDS

• Did they own land before they enlisted?

• Was the land foreclosed upon when they were 
serving?

• Is there a mortgage deed by the soldier or his wife?

• Was the property sold by their widow?

Case Study: 
Loring R. Brackett
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AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

Loring R. Brackett – 1862 Probate
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Loring R. Brackett – 1862 Probate

Loring R. Brackett – 1862 Probate

www.FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

Nov. 10, 1862 – Loring R. Brackett, male, married, 29 yrs. 11 mos. 19 dys., 

"Died from wounds recd. at battle of Antietam", resident of Stoughton, died at 
Middletown, Md., Soldier, Co. E. 35th Mass. Regt.,

Born Canton, son of Loring Brackett (b. Dudley) and Mary Reed (b. So. Reading).

AmericanAncestors.org
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Archive.org

Archive.org

Archive.org
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Archive.org

Archive.org

https://www.nps.gov/anti/learn/historyculture/index.htm
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https://www.nps.gov/

Homework

Homework (optional)
• Locate a hospital or prisoner of war record for one 

of your ancestors or his associates.

• Search for an image of your Union or Confederate 
ancestor or one of his associates.
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-civil-war-ancestors-2021

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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