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David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

Class 1: Service Records

Researching 
Civil War Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Determine if he served
• Learn about your ancestor’s service
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Voice of
David Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Civil War History Overview
• Defining moment for our young country 

changing its trajectory forever

• Nearly 3 million Americans served, resulting in 
750,000 casualties

• Everyone living in America at that time was 
affected in some way by the events of 1861-1865 
and its long aftermath

How the Civil War may have 
affected your ancestor?

• Economy

• Employment

• Divided the allegiance of their family

• Destroyed their livelihoods, destruction on the 
battlefield of their farms, or troops raiding their 
property or occupying their homes

• Loss of family members and friends who fought 
on both sides of the war
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VA Statistics on the Civil War
Union
Total Servicemembers (Union) ............................... 2,213,363
Battle Deaths (Union)............................... 140,414
Other Deaths in Service (Union)..................224,097
Non-mortal Wounded (Union)...................281,881

Confederate
Total Servicemembers (Conf.)...................1,050,000
Battle Deaths (Confederate)....................... ...74,524
Other Deaths in Service (Confed.)..................59,297,
Not including the 25,000 to 31,000 who died in Union Prisons
Non-mortal Woundings (Confed.) ................Unknown

Step

Determine if he 
fought

#1

1860 U.S. Census
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Does your ancestor 
“fit the description”?

• Male, in good health

• Draft registration 

• How old was he in 1861?
– Average age 18-30
– Most soldiers born 1790 

to 1850

• Good teeth for the infantry?

• If on the young side, did his father enlist?

Treasures in the attic
• Letters, diaries, and photographs

• Military ephemera from the battlefield

• Does this family treasure help
verify oral tradition
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Graveside Hints
• G.A.R. or Confederate veteran flags

• Veteran plots on a national or local level

• Military gravestones

Family Monument
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Probates & Deeds left by your Veteran

PROBATE

• Did they leave a will before enlisting?

• Was there an intestate probate to settle their estate 
after their death?

• Notices in the newspaper of their estate

Probates & Deeds left by your Veteran
DEEDS

• Did they own land before they enlisted?

• Was the land foreclosed upon when they were 
serving?

• Is there a mortgage deed by the soldier or his wife?

• Was the property sold by their widow?
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City Directories
• Listing the veteran at 

a residence in 1860, and not 
present 1861-65

• Veterans listed in appendix

• Abbreviations denoting 
service in Army or Navy

• The date death of the 
veteran listed in the 
directory occasionally

Local State Sources
• State Archives holdings

- Example: N.H. Enlistment
• Published compilations of 

veterans
• Adjutant General reports
• G.A.R. or Confederate 

Veteran Membership list

Census Clues
• U.S. Federal census
– 1890: special schedule
– 1910: veteran question
– 1930: veteran question

• State census (depends on state)
– Three enumerated in 1865
– Loss or absence of fighting age men
– Special veteran status questions
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1890 Census Special Schedule 

1890 U.S. Census, Special Schedule

1910 U.S. Census, Veteran Question
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1930 U.S. Census, Veteran Question

1865 Massachusetts  Census

1865 Rhode Island Census
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1865 New York  Census

QUESTIONS?

Step
Learn about your 
Ancestor’s service

#2
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NPS.GOV

www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm

Soldiers
Union (4,194,019) and

Confederate (2,052,784)

• Infantry (4,143,487)

• Cavalry (1,141,826)

• Artillery (460,999)

• Engineers (29,455)

• Sharpshooters (20,406)

• Musician (Bands) (2,514)

• Gunboat (462)
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-soldiers-detail.htm
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Sailors
• 18,000 African American 

Sailors

• More sailors to be added in 
the future
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-sailors.htm

www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-sailors.htm

Regiments
• Over 4,000 unit histories 

for Union & Confederate 
regiments
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battle-units.htm

Cemeteries
• More than 620,000 soldiers 

that were killed in the Civil 
War are buried in National 
Cemeteries (14) managed by 
the National Park Service

• Poplar Grove National 
Cemetery at Petersburg 
National Battlefield

www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-cemeteries.htm
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Battles
• Over 10,000 armed conflicts 

occurred during the Civil War

• 400 of the most significant 
determined by the National Park 
Service’s American Battlefield 
Protection Program can be searched

www.nps.gov/civilwar/search-battles.htm

Ordering Records
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www.archives.gov

www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records#nwctb-list

eservices.archives.gov/orderonline
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NATF-86 order form

Fold3.com

Fold3.com
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www.fold3.com/browse?military.conflict=Civil+War+(Confederate)

www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com

www.fold3.com
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Charles W. Gale – CMSR

Charles W. Gale - CMSR

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/
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Ancestry.com

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/
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www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/

Register of Enlistments
• Name

• Date of Enlistment 
(when, where, length)

• Where born and age

• Occupation

• Physical Description

• Regiment

• Company

• Number of enlistments

• Remarks

Charles D. Lambert 
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QUESTIONS?

Navy & Marines
FamilySearch.org

www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1825347
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www.familysearch.org

James A. Buckley – U.S. Navy

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1089/
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www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1089/

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1089/

www.familysearch.org
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www.familysearch.org

Other Resources
• Town histories

• County histories

• College year books 
or alumni registers

• Statewide compilations 
of veterans

Tip
Consider family 

members who served 
(brothers, fathers, uncles, 

cousins, etc.)
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What to learn
• What battles did your ancestor’s regiment 

participate in?

• Who were the commanding officers?

• Adopt the company for deeper research.

Step
Determine whether your 

ancestor was killed or 
wounded

#3

Sources
• Published sources

– Regimental histories
– Roll of Honor

• Newspapers

• Death registers

• Discharge papers

• Pension files

• Gravestone inscriptions

• 1890 U.S. census 
special schedule
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Regimental Histories

www.archive.org

www.archive.org
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History of the Twelfth Massachusetts Volunteers

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61388/

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61388/
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www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61388/

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61388/

www.findagrave.com
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Newspapers

Article with photo of veteran
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Death Registers
• Includes date, location, and cause of death

• Lists occupation
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Homework

Homework (optional)
• Using the National Parks CWSS website, research 

the battles that your Civil War ancestors’ regiment 
participated in

• Map out the travels of regiment from battle to 
battle, and plan a genealogical road trip 

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

106

107

108

Class 1: Researching Civil War Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/29/2021

37

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2021
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